Bicycling the Town History of Cornish, N.H.

Can you think of a better way to learn a town's history than on foot or by
bicycle? Cornish, New Hampshire has a rich history and unigue architec-
tural sites along with beautiful hilly scenery with views to Mount Ascutney
and the Vermont mountain range. The Connecticut River was a major
trade route for the Native Americans who paddled from camp to camp and
planted corn on the river banks. Then in 1763 Benning Wentworth, the
Royal Governor of New Hampshire, surveyed the woods and took a spe-
cial interest in the white pines which could be used for ships' masts. In
addition to being the birthplace of Salmon Portland Chase, an abolitionist,
Secretary of the Treasury and Chief Justice of the U.S. Supreme Court,
Cornish served as the summer home to President Woodrow Wilson and
sculptor Augustus Saint-Gaudens. Cornish also boasts the longest double
span covered bridge in the world.
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Valley Quests

This guidebook also includes four treasure hunts made by third and fourth
graders at Cornish Elementary School under the guidance of Linda Fuerst
and Ros Seidel. These treasure hunts, printed at the end of this guide-
book, form part of Valley Quest, a collection of more than 140 quests
spread across 45 towns in the Upper Valley. The quests, made by stu-
dents and community groups, gently teach and share local natural and
cultural history, and some of our “hidden special places.”

Valley Quest is an educational program of Vital Communities, a re-
gional non-pro t organization located in White River Juncti on, Vermont.
For more information about Valley Quest, call 1-802-291-9100 or visit
www.vitalcommunities.org.



Trip Speci cs

Length: 22.9 miles (36.8 km), which can be covered in about 2 hours
(stops not included)

Terrain: Hilly, with some steep ascents and descents. Make sure your
brakes are in working order!

Road: Road and dirt with crushed-stone surface. Mostly quiet roads; no
shoulder, except for a piece along Route 12A.

Bike: Although the roads are best navigated by hybrid or mountain bikes,
the dirt roads are so well packed during the summer, that they can
be safely traveled by road bikes.

Best for: Day trips by any medium-trained cyclist. The stops provide
plenty of opportunity to rest. At a few points shortcuts can be made.

Map: A schematic map can be found in the center of this booklet.

Best time: Spring through Autumn. Note that in early Spring the dirt roads
can be particularly muddy and require the use of a mountain bike.
Due to freezing of the roads, the trip should not be traveled in Winter.
Note also that the Saint-Gaudens museum is open from Memorial
Day weekend until the end of October. Leaf peeping is best in early
October.

Where to start: The trip is described starting at the Cornish-Windsor cov-
ered bridge on NH Route 12A, across from Windsor, Vermont. But
since the trip is a loop it can be started and nished at any oth er
location. Convenient locations to park are at the Cornish side of the
Cornish-Windsor covered bridge, at the Blow-me-down Mill, at the
church on Center Road, or in Cornish Flat.

How to get to the start:  Traveling north on 1-91, take exit 8, and go north
on Route 12A after having crossed into New Hampshire at the As-
cutney Bridge. Traveling south on [-91, take exit 9, take a left on US
Route 5. After passing through the center of Windsor VT, take a left
at the second traf ¢ light and cross the covered bridge. Parking is
just right on NH Route 12A.

Where to get snacks and refreshments: On Route 12A at the junction
with Townhouse Road is a small general store called the 12% Solu-
tion. In Cornish Flat you will also nd the Cornish General Store.

For a more substantial meal, go across the Cornish-Windsor Cov-
ered Bridge into Windsor where you will nd several restauran ts.
Christopher's Bakery can be found in the Old Fire Station, and there
are also Pizza Chef and the Windsor Diner on Main Street.



Tour Description

M| The tour starts at the parking area of the Cornish-Windsor Bridge.
arave | The parking provides a nice overlook of the Connecticut River and
the Cornish-Windsor Bridge. But be sure also to look back on the
bridge as you venture north. There is a nice view of the bridge

with Mount Ascutney in the background.

Cornish-Windsor Bridge

The Cornish-Windsor Bridge has been built four times, the rst time in
1796 by General Jonathan Chase who owned the ferry service. The
rst three bridges, which were lower and not covered, were de stroyed by
oods.

The bridge that stands today was built by James F. Tasker of Cornish and
Bela J. Fletcher of Claremont in 1866. It was framed on a nearby meadow
north along the river and was later moved to its proper location. In 1936,
the state purchased the bridge and charged toll until 1943 to cover the
costs. The bridge was renovated, repaired and reconstructed three times

lllustration of the original Cornish-Windsor Bridge, when it was not yet covered.



The Cornish-Windsor Bridge with Mount Ascutney in the background.

over the last 50 years. The last reconstruction in 1989 took as much as a
year at a cost of $4.5 million.

With its length of 449'5” (137.0 m) it is the longest wooden covered bridge
in the United States and the longest two-span covered bridge in the world.
The bridge is designated as a National Historic Civil Engineering Land-
mark and is listed on the National Register of Historic Places.

The longest covered bridge in the world, by the way, spans the Saint John
River in Hartland, New Brunswick, Canada, and is nearly three times as
long as the Cornish-Windsor bridge.

Head off north on Route 12A, along the Connecticut River. Soon
HIEMTE  the road widens to include comfortable shoulders.

~ A boat ramp on the left provides access to the Connecticut river for
a refreshing swim. It is also the drop-off spot for Northstar canoe
and kayak rental some 4 miles south on Route 12A. One mile (1.6
km) north of the covered bridge you reach a little cape style house
on the right, once called The Tea Tray.
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The Tea Tray

This establishment became a busy social spot in Cornish in the early
1900's. President Woodrow Wilson often stopped for afternoon tea and
sweet breads. The president's summer house was just north of here and
he had an of ce across the river in Windsor.

Continue 0.6 miles (1 km) north on Route 12A, taking a slight uphill
HIEMNE  and ignoring the Saint-Gaudens Road forking off to the right. The



Now a private home, this was once the Tea Tray.

small meadow just south of the Blow-Me-Down Mill can be used
for parking (enter just before the rusted guardrail). From here you
can alternatively hike to the Saint-Gaudens National Historic Site.
The trail is clearly marked.

Blow-Me-Down Mill

Charles Beaman, a New York lawyer, bought most of the land from the
Windsor bridge north along the Connecticut River to the Plain eld town
line, eastward to the crest of Dingleton, Barret's and Fernald Hills. It was
almost the same land as the Benning Wentworh/Chase 18™ century grant,
although it was twice its size at 1,000 acres. At this time it was easy for
Beaman, and Corbin in the eastern part of town, to buy up farms. Several
late 19™ century recessions caused land values to go down. Farmers
found it harder to get money for their agricultural products and for the wool
from their sheep. Many people had left to go west or to the big cities to nd
work in the factories.

Beaman built his home in 1883 on the Connecticut River, and named it
Blow Me Down after the brook running by it. His original house burned.

Beaman had many rich friends who came to visit him and consequently
fell in love with Cornish. This is what happened to the sculptor Augustus
Saint-Gaudens on his rst visit to Cornish in 1885. Beaman, s o thoroughly
enjoying the company of artists and writers, gave, rented, or sold them
the farm houses that he had bought, thereby establishing Cornish as an
artists' colony. Mr. Beaman also contributed money to many public causes



These postcards show the scenic bridge and the Blow-Me-Down Mill around 1910.
The road has since changed course.

in Cornish, such as the building of schools, roads and monuments.

Side trip: The Cornish Colony Gallery, Route 12A, a little north of
the Blow-Me-Down Mill. It is open Tuesday-Saturday, 10:00-17:00,
and on Sunday 12:00-17:00. In addition to exhibiting the cele-
brated works of Max eld Parish and other Cornish Colony arti sts,
the Gallery also has a tea room.

From the Blow-Me-Down Mill backtrack a short distance south on
Route 12A, then take a left onto Saint-Gaudens Road. Climb the
curvy road under the cover of high white pines until reaching the
Saint-Gaudens National Historic Site in about half a mile (800 me-
ters).



Aspet, the house of the Saint-Gaudens family.

Saint-Gaudens National Historic Site

Augustus Saint-Gaudens, a famous American sculptor, rented “Higgins
Folly”, a not very successful inn, from Charles Beaman until 1891. Saint-
Gaudens did a bas-sculpture of Mr. Beaman and gave it to him along with
$2,500 as payment for the property.

Soon lawyers, doctors, politicians and rich people came to summer in Cor-
nish. By the time President Woodrow Wilson came in 1915, Cornish was
well known all over the world.

The buildings and grounds exhibit various works by Saint-Gaudens, in-
cluding copies of his more famous works located elsewhere, like the Shaw
Memorial, the Farragut Memorial and the Adams Memorial. His house,
which he named “Aspet” after his ancestral home town in France, is also
de nitely worth a visit. Admission is $5 for ages 17 and up. Op en dalily,
9:30-17:00, from Memorial Day Weekend until the end of October.

Go east up Saint-Gaudens Road, which immediately turns to dirt
(hardened with crushed stone). The climb continues, mostly under
tree cover. Some sections are rather steep, but never excessively



“Augustus Saint-Gaudens, Sculptor, in his Fortieth Year,” oil painting by Kenyon
Cox, 1887 (Smithsonian Institution).

long. After 1 mile (1.6 km) you reach the junction with Dingleton
Hill Road.

On the southern side of the road is the Fitch Homestead. Nine generations
of Fitch family members have lived here, and still farm the land today.

Stay left and keep climbing up Saint-Gaudens Road. When you
have reached the end of the open eld, where the road levels, s top
to look back for an open southerly view. Ignore roads crossing and
coming in from the left and go right onto Gap Road directly after
crossing a set of power lines, 1.1 miles (1.8 km) after the junction
with Dingleton Hill Road.

After a short but steep climb, Gap Road levels and soon starts a
long, windy and sometimes steep descent. Be sure to check your
speed. Several old barns abut the road, providing a picturesque
foreground to beautiful views onto Dingleton Hill and Mount Ascut-
ney. Turn left at the bottom of Gap Road onto the paved Center
Road. In about 0.9 miles (1.4 km) you pass by the United Church
of Cornish.



The United Church of Cornish

The people who built this church were the Congregationalists from up on
Parsonage Hill. When their other church needed too many repairs, they
built this church in 1841. President Woodrow Wilson attended services
here with his wife and daughters when the summer White House was in
Cornish. In 1874, the minister James Jackson noticed that the old lady
living with him was getting lonely. He invited 18 friends in. They had such
a great time that it became a tradition. In 1877, the governor proclaimed it
“Old Home Day”. Old Home Day has lled a need for many, giving a feeling
of belonging, and that one has roots and good friends. See the marker on
the green in front of the church. Cornish held the rst Old Home Day in
the United States.

A little further on Center Road, we cross North Parsonage Road.
The home on the north west corner of the crossing used to be
Schoolhouse #7. From here you can take a little excursion up
North Parsonage Road, or ignore it and simply continue on Center
Road going east.

The United Church of Cornish on Center Road on Old Home Day 2003.



If you decide to take the side trip up North Parsonage Road. Near
the top of the hill, just past the junction with Harrington Road, once
stood two churches and School House #8.

The Congregational Church was builtin 1767, two years after the town was
settled. There were only 13 families in town. Before this, they worshiped in
barns or homes. Rev. James Wellman from Sutton, Massachusetts, was
hired to be the minister. Look for a large stone on the east side of the road.
It is said that the ladies stepped down onto it when they climbed from their
wagons. In 1841 the church was badly in need of repair, so they built a
new brick one just down the hill on Center Road.

Walk up the hill on the east side of the road. Look for the graveyard in the
woods.

In 1803, a little later than the Congregational Church across the road, the
Baptist Church was built on this hill. The church that stood here was moved
board by board to Cornish Flat in 1818, where it still stands today.

Turn north again and go right onto Harrington Road, which de-
scends more gently than North Parsonage Road, down to Center
Road. Turn right onto Center Road and resume the main bike
route.

Continue east on Center Road, and ignore the unpaved road fork-
ing off to the right. You reach Route 120 after cycling leisurely on
at terrain for 1.8 miles (2.9 km) from the United Church. Tur n left
(north) onto Route 120. While descending into Cornish at, ta ke
a right onto Creamery Road.

The white cape on your left was part of a farm. It was turned around
the other way towards the blue house on the right, which used to be the
creamery. The main road came right between the house and the creamery.
When the road was changed, the house was turned around to face Route
120.

Rejoin Route 120 and roll down into Cornish Flat. Stop at the
Green. The Green provides parking and an alternative starting
point for this tour.

The General Store at Cornish Flat has a small deli and provides
refreshments and snacks, which can be consumed comfortably at
the picnic tables on the grassy triangle across the street. If you
happen to come into town on a Saturday morning between Spring
and Autumn, be sure to visit the Farmers Market in front of the
Meeting House, and stock up on locally grown produce.
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The Cornish Inn and Store that stood on the spot where the general store now
resides.

Consider doing the “Cornish Flat Village Quest” to learn more
about the local history in the form of the treasure hunt printed on
pages 26 and further.

The Meeting House

This church was brought down from North Parsonage Road by the Baptists
and rebuilt on this site in 1818. Although no longer in use as a church, it
still functions as a meeting house.

The brick house to the right was the minister's house. It is said that the
center wooden part of this house was once a shed which stored guns and
ammunition used for musters on the green. It was moved from the corner
of the green to its present site, and the house was built around it in 1840.

When you look at the general store, imagine a large inn called The Cornish
Inn. It had rooms for people who needed a place to stay, a dance hall, and
a store on the third oor. After the inn burned down in 1927, th e site brie y
housed a garage and became later what it is today.

Go east up School Street for about a hundred yards (100 meters).
On the right are two brick buildings, the larger is the Stowell Free
Library and the small building just to the east used to be the Cor-
nish Jail and selectmen's of ce.

11



(left) The Meeting House in Cornish Flat was formerly the Baptist Church. (right)
The Stowell Free Library on School Street with, to its left, the former jail house.

G. H. Stowell Free Library

George Stowell was born in Cornish in 1835. He spent most of his boy-
hood days on his family farm. He attended the public schools in Cornish,
but he did not go on to college.

Mr. Stowell was very ambitious and decided to be a businessman instead
of a farmer. Since Claremont was growing faster than Cornish, he moved
to there to make his fortune. First, he owned a gravestone and marble
manufacturing company, and later one of the best known hardware rms
in New Hampshire. In 1887, Mr. Stowell built a block of business stores in
Claremont to replace the ones that had burned down. George Stowell was
also very active in New Hampshire state government. In 1910, he donated
$6000 to build the library which still bares his name.

Continue east on School Street. You pass a cemetery on your
left. The Grange hall, across from the cemetery was once School
House #6 and had a cupola on top.

At the end of School Street bear left and cross the bridge onto
Leavitt Hill road. Start to climb along the brook. Soon the road
turns to dirt. At the junction with Old Turnpike Road keep right.
The climb becomes gentle now. A few hundred yards later, go
right onto West Pass Road. At the junction that follows, make
sure to take the forestry road (do not bear left). Within a hundred
yards you cross an old stone bridge with a waterfall to its left. The
“Jonathan Wyman Sawmill Quest” starts right here (see page 29).
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Leavitt Brook

You have entered into the little valley that was carved out of the Croy-
don Range by the Leavitt Brook. In the 19" century, this romantic and
sometimes wild brook provided power to three mills. The ruins of one, the
Jonathan Wyman Sawmill, can be found in the woods to the east of West
Pass Road.

If you care to go on to the West Pass Gate, continue up West Pass
Road (how becoming steeper) to the Corbin Park fence.

Corbin Park

Austin Corbin was not born in Cornish, nor did he ever live in Cornish. His
home town was Newport, N.H., where he was born in 1827. He became
a lawyer in 1849 and later went to the state of lowa to practice law. Later,
he came back east to New York City. He used his money to help improve
things there and began to make a lot of money. He started the Corbin
Banking Company in New York and helped to improve the railroads.

Mr. Corbin made Newport his summer home. He bought land in New-
port, Croydon, Plain eld, Meriden and Cornish. He establis hed the game
preserve called “Blue Mountain Park Association” in 1888. He brought in

Austin Corbin on his “only Buffalo-drawn carriage in the world.”
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animals like the wild boar from Germany, and built a very high fence to
keep them in.

Mr. Corbin had prepared plans for the park and for the landowners sur-
rounding it. In 1896, however, he was thrown from his carriage and died
from his injuries, so some of his plans were never carried out. Today there
are only about 30 members of the park. You are not allowed to hunt in the
park unless it is by invitation from one of the members.

There was a group of homes on this site that were part of Cornish. Their
school was #12. The name of the village was Poppy Squash. Some be-
lieve the name came from the words “Papa’'s Squash.”

Return the way you came down to Cornish Flat. When you have
returned to Cornish Flat (and collected those who did not venture
up West Pass Road and told them what they missed by not doing
s0) turn left onto Route 120 South and follow it for 2.6 miles (4.2
km). Turn right onto Town House Road following signs to three
covered bridges. About a kilometer (0.6 miles) later on the left you
will see a large brick house.

The “Alms House” on Town House Road.
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The Alms House

This building was originally owned by the town and was used to house the
poor people in town who could not buy or build a place of their own. These
people raised animals and tended gardens to provide their own food and
made bricks to raise money. Some of the bricks in the house were made
by the inhabitants.

Continue down Town House Road, until you see on the right the
Cornish School and the Town Hall next to the Cornish Fairgrounds,
0.8 miles (1.3 km) from the Alms House. Parking is available at the
Town Hall.

Town Hall and the Cornish School

The Town Hall was built in 1840 as the Perfectionist Meeting House. It
remained a house of worship until 1844 when the parishoners moved to
Vermont. It was then used as a town hall. The building was sold to the
Town of Cornish on October 26, 1850 for three hundred dollars.

The small white building to its right was Schoolhouse #9. The only remain-
ing active school in Cornish is up the hill on the right. It was dedicated
in 1955 as the New Consolidated School, but is currently known as the
Cornish Elementary School.

(left) Town Hall. (right) Dedication in 1955 of the New Consolidated School.
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Cornish General Store

603 542 0660
Open daily 6 am to 9 pm

Groceries - Deli - Pizza - Hardware - Automotive - Poulin Grain
Visit the Cornish Hen's Corner for local gifts
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The Cornish Fairgrounds

The Cornish Fair did not begin as the large fair that we know today. Back in
1948, the P.T.A. started the Penny Jamboree to raise money to pay for the
planning of the new school. They made $300 with a raf e and by s elling a
few homemade things.

The rst Cornish Town Fair was held for two days in September of 1950.
They did not charge admission but asked for donations. They had some
food, sold owers and crafts, had bingo and an auction. There were a
few contests like pie eating, rope climbing, and a greased pig chase. The
Little Town Hall was converted into a Chamber of Horrors, and they had a
magician perform in the afternoon. There was also a Little Sister Beauty
Contest, and some pony rides and dances were held at night. That was all
there was to the fair in 1950.

The Fair always had some kind of beauty or popularity contest. In 1951
they held a Miss Cornish Fair contest. One year they even had the Ugliest
Man in Town contest.

Until 1953, all of the money raised went toward the school fund. But in
1953 they used some money to x the ceiling in the Town Hall, an d also
kept some money to go towards the fair for the following year. In 1954 it

The Cornish Fairgrounds (Photo courtesy of John W. Scott)
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was changed to a 3-day fair, with one day being 4-H Day. For the rst time,
they had a talent show, horse show, and a tractor-pulling contest. They
also had a bicycle and doll carriage parade for the children. They charged
$0.50 admission that year.

In 1956 the fair added oxen and horse pulls. They began to let businesses
onto the midway, and that meant the rst merry-go-round and o ther rides
for the children. Originally all of the exhibits were in the Town Hall. They
later needed more space and began using the school.

Coast down Town House Road for almost a mile (1.5 km). Slow
down at the bottom of the coasting hill and look for a brick building
on the right.

The Grange

The brick Grange Hall, on the southeast corner of Townhouse Road and
Center Road, now the Town Of ces, was once the Unitarian Chur ch,
founded in 1842. A bat house has been built behind the Grange, in an
attempt to relocate a large bat colony occupying the attic of the Grange.

The yellow house on the left just after passing Center Road on the right
used to be Hilliard's Gun Shop. David Hilliard made ri es and gun parts
which are now collected all over the country. Some are on exhibit at the
American Precision Museum in Windsor.

The Cornish Town Of ces, formerly The Grange.
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Town House Road continues to descend. You pass by the Black-
smith Shop Bridge (New Hampshire Covered Bridge #21) in 0.4
miles (0.6 km) on your left. Stop here if you want to do the “Black-
smith Bridge Valley Quest” (see page 30) or just admire the more
than 120 year old bridge.

Continue down Town House Road for another 1.2 miles (1.9 km).
At the crossing with Dingleton Hill Road, turn left to cross the Din-
gleton Hill Covered Bridge (#22).

Two of the four covered bridges of Cornish, all built by James F. Tasker: (left)
Blacksmith Shop Bridge and (right) Dingleton Hill Bridge

Blacksmith Shop and Dingleton Hill Covered Bridges

All four remaining covered bridges in Cornish were built by James F
Tasker, who is known to have built at least another seven bridges in the
area.

In 1983 both bridges (dating from 1881 and 1882, respectively) were re-
stored; new ooring and sheeting were applied and the Dingle ton Hill
Bridge was leveled. James F. Tasker's great-grandnephew attended the
ceremonious reopening.

Before turning right into Mill Village, go straight up Root Hill Road
where you will see a graveyard with headstones from the Revo-
lutionary War. Then go back into Mill Village, a cluster of houses
along Mill Brook.
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Mill Village

Mill Village is one of the earliest settlements in Cornish. The Cummins
and Chase families built the rst houses of Mill Village incl uding the house
in the photograph that was a saw mill and a grist mill, and the large house
to the east of it, which was built around 1770. The road you are on, that
crosses Mill Village, used to be the main road and was called the Cornish-
Windsor Highway.

House in Mill Village that used to be a saw and grist mill.

Cross the brook a little further down stream to rejoin Town House
Road. Descend in a little over half a mile (about 1 km) to the
junction with Route 12A. Turn left (south) and stop directly after
the initial short climb. On your left is the Trinity Church.

Trinity Church and Chase Tavern

Founded in 1806, Trinity Church is the second oldest Episcopal Church in
New Hampshire. The rst minister was Philander Chase, the be spectacled
man on this guide's front cover. He was the son of Alice and Dudley Chase,
two of the very rst white settlers to come to Cornish. The story goes
that Philander would wade across the River to the Vermont side and give
a sermon, then wade back to the New Hampshire side where he would
immediately give another sermon despite the fact that he was soaking wet
from the waist down! Most of Philander's parishioners didn't like him, so
they moved to what is now Cornish Flat.

Across the street stands the former Jonathan Chase Tavern, built in 1770,
and Cornish's rst inn with many more rooms in the back. In tho se days
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(left) Trinity Church. (right) Inn-keeper and General Jonathan Chase.

men would often muster on the green in front of the church and then go
to the tavern to have a drink. Is it surprising that the minister and the
inn-keeper were of the same family?

Jonathan Chase, accompanied by his 70-year old father Judge Samuel
Chase, went to ght at Saratoga and Bennington in 1777 during the Rev-
olutionary War. He became a general at Fort Ticonderoga in 1777.

Jonathan was also a selectman and a legislator. Several of the rst town
meetings were held here. He also built and operated the rst saw and
grist mills. He granted the charter for the rst ferry to cros s over to Ver-
mont where the Cornish-Windsor Bridge is today. He headed the company
which built the rst bridge in 1796.

Trinity Church Grave Yard behind the church has the graves of Judge
Samuel Chase, General Jonathan Chase, his twin daughters and Dudley
Chase, all of whom were among the rst settlers of Cornish.

Here you can do the “Trinity Church Valley Quest” printed on
page 31.

Go a short distance south on Route 12A. Only 0.5 miles (0.8 km)
from the church you will nd the Nathan Smith House on the righ t,
the rst brick building after that on the left (within a quart er mile,
400 m) is the Daniel Putnam House. A few houses further on the
left is the oldest house in Cornish, followed by the Chase House,
which is currently an inn.
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Dr. Nathan Smith and his former house.

Nathan Smith House and Daniel Putham House

The Nathan Smith House on the right was built by General Jonathan
Chase in 1791 after Dr. Nathan Smith married his daughter. Dr. Smith
founded four medical schools including Dartmouth, Yale, Bowdoin, and
the University of Vermont.

The Putnam House on the left was built in 1775 by Daniel Putnam. He
had worked in the mast camp, just up river, the year before deciding to
come back with his father-in-law, Judge Samuel Chase, Dyer Spalding and

The Putnam House in the 1970's.
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Dudley Chase, to be one of the rst to settle in Cornish. Danie | Putnam
served in the Continental Army during the revolution and was an important
town leader.

The oldest house in Cornish

James Wellman, the rst minister in town, had this house buil t for him in
1769. It is the oldest house in Cornish. The house has been altered a bit
since that day, but you can still see the original gambrel roof. It has been
owned by four different families, yet each male owner has been a James. It
used to be on the other side of the road, but when the railroad tracks were
built, the house had to be moved or else it would have been demolished to
make way for the railroad.

The oldest house in Cornish, on Route 12A.

Chase House

When the railroad put its tracks in the back yard, the Chase House also
moved to its current location from across the street. Salmon Portland
Chase was born in 1808 in this house. He went to Dartmouth and then be-
came a lawyer. From 1840 to 1860, Mr. Chase spoke out against slavery.
Abraham Lincoln said that he was one of the greatest Americans. He was
twice governor of Ohio. In 1849 he became a United States senator. As
Secretary of the Treasury, he was responsible for putting “In God We Trust”
on our coins. His face also appears on the $10,000 bill. Mr. Chase was
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the main person responsible for founding the Republican Party. In 1864,
he was appointed Chief Justice of the United States Supreme Court, the
highest position a lawyer could hold.

At the Chase House we turn around and head north again until we
reach the Cornish-Windsor covered bridge where the tour began.

The Chase House and Salmon Portland Chase appearing on the $10,000 bill.
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Valley Quests

The four Valley Quests printed here are excerpts from the book available
at www.vitalcommunities.org.

The Cornish Flat Village Quest

This quest starts at the General Store
Look and listen closely and you'll learn some more.

The Cornish Inn

In this Inn of a few buildings
28 rooms were for guests
Part was used for dances,
Where people were especially dressed.
Sadly in 1927—it burned to the ground...
The trucks took too long to get around.

Walk north on 120,
Then turn left on Stage Road.
When you get to the church,
You can put down your load.

The Meeting House/Baptist Church

An old building built in 1789
and it is still standing ne.
The bell usually rings every hour
in a high, high, tiled tower.
The church is old, very old,
and it has lots of mold.
In the summer there are sales
People buy vegies by the pails.
We love this place and you will too.
So keep on going for another clue.

Walk towards the man
standing on stone,
Cross a busy road, but don't go alone.
The old Thornton Store is very near
Pretty soon you'll be there.
Walk towards the green sign that stands for a street
You will also see a STOP facing East.
Look ahead to a maple
then count 10 cedars tall.
Thornton Store, on your left,
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Is not a bit like the mall.
The Thornton Store

In this store was a chessboard
where townsfolk did play.
By an old heating stove they sat
part of the day.
Old “Corb”, the grocer, sold groceries and grain,
Equipment and tools in the sun and the rain.
He came to your home to see what you'd need
and return Tuesday noon, his cart loaded with feed .

At the steps of the store
You might want to explore
At the turn-around go left
and a few steps more.
Look both ways and go east
as you cross School Street,
A concrete stepped building is what you will meet!

George Stowell Library

This building has stood for many years.
When you walk by, it just appears.
On the wall inside is a serious face
of the famous Judge Samuel Chase.
George Stowell gave money for this place of books,
Right next door is the place for crooks!

To get from books to the place of crooks,
Turn east, walk ahead 25 steps.
A golden doorknob you will see,
And triangular windows, with panes three.

The Selectmen's Building and Old Jail

Only one person arrested could dwell
In the old iron jailhouse cell.
The of ce was built in 1888.
It also had a big, steam re proof safe.
Then the jail was added on,
For people who were punished
and let out at dawn.

Look up School Street and head towards the hill
Count 123 steps and then stand still.
Look up and see a big letter, “G”.
In front of the old schoolhouse you will surely be.

The Mason Hall/Old Schoolhouse #6
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The big G out front has many lights
The children there learned and reached new heights.
Many children sat inside,
A place to learn, a place to strive.
The schoolhouse bell no longer tolls,
For now this is the Mason Hall.
The Masons have owned it entirely
Since the mid 20th century.
The G stands for “God” and “Geometry”,
the noblest of sciences and deity.

Go north from the steps, 23 giant steps
To the road, look both ways,
see the wooden archway.
12 more giant steps and you will most likely be
at the old Cornish Flat Cemetery.

(As you enter the cemetery, please,
No stepping on graves, no running.)

The Cornish Flat Cemetery

Big gate, white paint, 338 stones
Sally Thomas stands out—
Here rest her bones.
She worked for 500 dollars
Through thick and thin,
And her house was close to the Cornish Inn.
She was a servant and very young,
Not aware that her life had just begun.
Many years later, she was 44 years old,
I hope she died peacefully in her Cornish home.

Start at the gate, head for a large tree.
14 steps is what it will be.
Step right of the tree,
Walk diagonally (northeast).
16 steps to "Heath” and G.A.R.
Heading north, but not too far.
A split tree in the distance
Is what you will see.
Standing to the east
of the "potato chip” bark cherry.
It takes 15 steps to the stone marked, “Electa”.
She was the good wife of a man named, “Elisha”.
Go along the stone wall another 10 steps
to the stone marked, Thomson (Elizabeth).
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Go ahead 5 steps, turn left, down your shoulder,
you should see a large cracked boulder.

The treasure beneath it you should view

Inside is more learning for you to do!
Congratulations on nishing this quest.

We worked hard and did our best!

Jonathan Wyman Sawmill Quest

The sawmill is located above Cornish Flat on West Pass Road. Take West
Pass Road 0.6 miles (1 km) to a stone bridge with a waterfall on your left.
Please note that the waterfall is privately owned. You will need a compass.

After you park, take a quick look
Where a fall of water becomes a brook.
It's privately owned, so to do what's best
Just eyes should admire this part of the Quest.

Walk down the bank, right near your car,
Look to your left, but not too far.
A sight to behold, with moss like mold.
There is a bridge, the oldest of stone,
In these here parts of our Cornish home.

Back up to the path where brambles grow,
Ancestor of brambles that long ago
Knew men who worked, come rain or snow,
Making these woods what we now know.

Walk past logs, long been felled
Their neighbors know the secrets held.
Head down the hill to the mill,
All that is left, stones standing still.

Around to the right, footbridge in sight,
A slippery at rock , a sign that says “Bach.”
You're on your way for a day of play.
But before you rest there is more to this Quest.

Cross the bridge, and walk on "til you come to a fork.
The path divides, choose the right and head down by the brook.
Ninety steps more to the base of a hill
A stump and a stone downstream from the mill.

Take a compass bearing 153 degrees south.
(Turn 180 degrees, if compass you doubt)
Look through the trees, past the thick forest oor.
A semi-circle of stones awaits by the shore.
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Feel peace surround you as you walk in,
For you are someplace you have never been.
A brook and a waterfall are things you will hear,
A bird song, leaves crackle, a glimpse of a deer.
A nice place to picnic would be right here.

Retrace your steps back to the stream.
Recross the bridge as if in a dream.
Heading south, the mill wall will be on your left.
Its tower still stands, looking bereft.

Climb up the step in the mill; from there, ve steps more.
Watch out! Don't fall! Find the hole in the wall.
Your eyes looking left, about ve feet tall -
The box will be there, the treasure and all!

Blacksmith Covered Bridge Quest

James Tasker lived on Parsonage Road
He cut down trees by the cartload.
Then brought them here to this Mill Brook,
And built Blacksmith Bridge with posts and nooks.

Enter the portal, walk into this space;
You will soon discover an exciting place.
Itis a very old bridge, 1881 to be sure
Highly prized for its look, Tasker's legacy endures.

Look all around, past the King Truss beams
Names you'll spy carved in wood above the stream.
Look north near the hill - there is even a mill -
With an undershot wheel that never stood still.

The bridge was built in 1881;
One hundred years later it was redone.
Milton Graton and his men labored long
To make this bridge once again strong.
Flooring and sheathing were replaced,
And each side of the bridge was a little bit raised.

When you've crossed the bridge,
Look to both sides,
Past the guardrails, but not to your right:
A trail leads down to the old mill site.

You'll be at the mill when you see some stones.
There are good seats here, so nd your own.
Think of what it was like so long ago
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When the mill was running both fast and slow.
Slab City was once the name of this place.
The mill and the bridge kept an active pace.

If you walk back to and up the road (not down to the mill)
You will spy some old walls on the edge of a hill.
When you see walls ahead and the bridge road behind,
Look to your left - coppiced birches you will nd.

Then on the left boulder you will see...
Now very carefully listen to me.
With your back to the boulder
Facing 220 degrees SW
Count and then take seventeen steps.

You'll be standing tall in the gap of the wall.
Across from you - a wall in view;
Along your left, another wall too!
Where the two walls meet
You'll nd treasure at your feet.

Trinity Church Quest

The Church on Route 12A just South of Townhouse Road has a quest.

Park your car

Don't go far

Head for the stones,

Look out!

There are some bones

Below you.

Trinity Cemetery is where you'll be.
An obelisk stone is what you'll see.
Itis real tall,

Old Israel Hall.

Count ve rows back and please don't slack.

Look to your right,
A at stone's in sight.
A big eye can be found
Just above the ground.
You should be in the place
Where Jonathan Chase
lies underground
Six feet down.
A key, a cross
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of skull and bones
These are the things
That Jonathan now owns.

Go back to the Church
Toward Mount Ascutney
Red, white, and blue is what you'll see,
And a stump of a tree near Church Trinity.

Shining lights, big green door,
Three tall windows, shutters galore.
Walk through the door,
And then one more —
To where ministers stand, pray with their hands.

Turn around and walk west,
Head for the chest.
It's on the right —
Treasure's almost insight!
Open a drawer,
And there's your reward!
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