HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT

DOCUMENTS SCANNED AND UPLOADED

BY THE

CORNISH HISTORICAL SOCIETY



SOME NOTES ON THE HISTORY OF THE HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT

When did the Highway Department, as we know it today, begin in Cornish?

Barbara Rawson, in her book History of Cornish, New Hampshire, stated that it
started in1931 with Clayton Bartlett serving as one road agent, responsible for all
the roads. This replaced the earlier system where individuals were selected to
supervise particular sections and report to the Selectmen

It is worth noting however, for the year ending in 1899, for the first time in the
annual Town Reports, W.L. Chadbourne was cited as Highway Agent and included
with the list of Town Officials.

This was not repeated in subsequent annual reports. Reports from what was
termed “Surveyors of the Roads” continued. In the one for 1914, for example,
thirty-three districts were cited along with expenses submitted to the Selectmen.

For the report ending 1910, there was a warrant article “to see if the Town will
vote to return the highway agent system and elect agents therefor.” This article
must have failed because reports continued from the Surveyors.

A change definitely occurred in 1919 as Highway Agents John Anderson, T.R.
Lawrence, and M.B. Lindsay were included as Town Officials and financial reports
were included. This practice has continued to the present day.

It is not clear how responsibilities for the Highway Agents may have changed
from 1919 to 1931. But it is clear that Surveyors of the Highways were not included
from 1919 on. But they were responsible for road maintenance for most of the
nineteenth and into the twentieth century.

That system seemed to work well although there were difficulties at times. For
example, in 1869, an Eri Richardson sued the town for injuries “on a highway near
Cornish Flat” for S600. The case went to the Sullivan County court, and William
Balloch, described as the Agent for court cases, was pleased to report that the town
won the case.

Interesting to speculate on the reason for the shift from individuals responsible
for specific roads to a centralized service from a road agent. Perhaps the reason
can be traced to a change in the basic method of transportation, from horse to



automobile. Easy to imagine that a trip on horse-back would have been easier
when dealing with road problems. A horse could be maneuvered around deep ruts,
for example, whereas a car would have been stuck in mud.

Going back in time before the Surveyors approach, roads were created and
maintained by settlers on and abutting their property. This was the case for the
Chase family that created a road that eventually led to Hanover. In Cornish, it
became known as the Chase Road and corresponds to the present-day Route 12.
Later there was the Cornish Turnpike Corporation, created in 1808, that connected
the Turnpike at Newport with the Cornish Bridge and Windsor, Vermont. This was
a toll road.




The following is a list of Road Agents, with their beginning dates of service, as
listed in the Town Reports.

1. W.L Chadbourne, 1899(apparently only one year)
John Anderson, T.R. Lawrence, M.B. Lindsay(1919)
T.R. Lawrence, Jesse Rollins(1922)

T.R. Lawrence, John Anderson(1923)

T.R. Lawrence, C.F. Chase(1925)

T.R. Lawrence, C.F. Chase, Marvin Lindsay(1926)
None listed 1927-1930

Clayton Bartlett(1931)

Harry Nelson(1936)

10. Charles Chase(1938)

11. Harry Nelson(1939)

12. Hiram Hawkins(1940)

13. Harry Nelson(1941)

14, Lawrence Hunt(1942)

15. George Geer(1944)

16. Robert LaClair(1963)

17. Harold Morse(1979)

18. Robert LaClair{1970)

19. Harold Morse(1972)

20. Charles DeAngelis(1994)

21. Albert Earle(1997)

22. Tom Spaulding(1998)

23. Dan Flynn(2007)

24, Kyle Witty(2012)

25. Wayne Grey(2014)
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At Cornish Library
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THE CORNISH. N.H., ROAD CREW has been wurking on Tandy Brook Road installing a gian
ul\mThammisimuleduidruﬂlolmmltrq!mamullh'idplnpul
condition. From left, Bill West. Wayne Nelson and Myron Kuhre. cutline



2 Monday, Al 2, 1979 Valley News — Lebanon, N.H.

TRAFFIC STOPPER — A large rock tumbled off Dingleton Hill in Cornish
Sunday morning and landed in the middle of Route 12A north of the Windsor-
Cornish covered bridge. The rock missed striking a car by a few seconds.
(News photo—Brad Hllls)













Cornish Highway
at town meeting,

else, with the
exception of a $2,000 reduction for
town-owned building main-
tenance, passed, although

items were the subjects of lengthy
discussions.

The $19,143 budgeted for New
Hampshire-Vermont Solid Waste
District costs was approved, as
was $6,000 to defray costs of vaing
the Claremont transfer station.
Five thousand dollars will be
to pay the town's share of
up the Claremont facility, the
to be used to purchase tickets
sell to Cornish residents who

:

L

to use the transfer station.
Some voters thought Cornish

should set up its own

station, but were told by Cheston

certain town records.
A subject which took a great deal
of discussion waa the fencing of the

It was voted to instruct the
town's state representative to take
all necessary measures to insure
that no low level radioactive waste
from Seabrook nuclear plant or
from any other source be stored or
disposed of within the town unless
i il

Voters apprroved the $10,000
t on the new fire

T
:

Golden Cross of Claremont. Resi-
denta were assured that Golden
Cross would cover the town,

Department slammed

= as s Mav (LI | ( 5F 213 1987

budget cut $10,000

repairs.

A $10,000 operating budget for
the Cemetery Department was ap-
proved. A discussion took place
concerning repairs needed on the
cemetery fence, located adjacent to
the Trinity Church, recently re-
stored by Peter Burling.

James Lukash was appointed to
help Hollis Boardman, cemetery
sexton, to make plans for repairs
and organize a work party. The

e ——

materials will be supplied by Burl-
ing.

Also approved was $2,000 for the
Comnish Rescue Squad, $800 for
Wheels Around Windsor, $200 for
Hospice and $2,500 for Communi-
ty Youth Advocates.

The $2,400 budgeted for the Vis-
iting Nurse Association, which was
twice the amount budgeted last
year, was approved. Ginny Wood
explained the higher costs reflect
that “more elderly people are
choosing to die in their own
homes,” which requires increased

nursing support, and that more
new mothers and babies are being
visited in the home by the service.
Blood pressure clinics are also pro-
vided for Cornish residents.

Voters approved $6,802 to sup-
port the George Stowell Library,
$6,000 was placed in the Revalus-
tion Capital Reserve Fund, with
the revaluation slated for 1989.

Three thousand five hundred
dollars was approved to pay costs
of completing the soccer and
baseball field projecis, with total
costs of the Cornish Recreation
and Education Area project at
$58,000.




EAGLE TIMES, Friday, October 5, 1990

THE CORNISH HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT has recelved the 1990 International dump truck
purchased from Ed's Equipment Service, Claremont, to replace the one-ton truck previously
used by the department and now being used by the cometery dopartment. The purchase was
approved by voters at Town Meeting in March. Selectmen Michael Yatseviteh, left, and Cheston
Newbold, far right, looked over the vehiclo Monday, with Harold Morse, highway agent, and
residont Dorothy Johnson, (Ruth Rollins Photo)




Vollwy Nows — Geolf He

The Newcott’'s home, center in background, sits directly across Parsonage Road from the busy Cornish highway crew headquarter

Reluctant Neighbors In Cornish

By PEGGY DILLON
Valley News Staff Writer

CORNISH — Two worlds are colliding on
rarsonage Road.

On one side, Just up from the field on which
he Cornish Fair is held each year, is a sprawling
ederal-style home owned by Edward and Jean
Neweott, The year the house was built — 1814 —
s proudly displayed in front on tan clapboards. A
ow of young pine trees screens the house and 6.3
cres from the dirt road. In back are three horses
n a fenced-in stall attached to the house, and a
olling hill slopes upward away from the vard.
‘he interior is a tribute to eariy-American
rchitecture, complete with fireplaces, exposed
eiling beams, and wide floorboards.

Across the street from this pleasant scene is
he rough-edged world of the Cornish Highway
Jepartment. In a big, weathered barn a grader
lles, surrounded by drums of oil. metal road
osts and traific signs reading ""Road Repairs
head™ and “Men at Work.” A second, smaller
'ooden structure is the maintenance building for
e grader, bucket loader and one-ton truck that
re kept at the site. A pile of sand dominates the
indscape outside, with a towering metal sifter

¢eWe don’t understand why they
operate the way they do when
it’s so intrusive on neighbors. %%

William Baker
Attorney for the neighbors

¢6 You’d be surprised at all the
stuff we’ve done to try to keep
them happy.*®

Harold Morse
Road agant

nearby so workers can, as Road Agent Harold
Morse said, “'keep the chunks out™ of the sand
before spreading it on roads

Morse said the town bought the land in 1970
and has used il since then for highway depart-
ment purposes. The Newcotts, though, say that
when they bought their house in 1981, only a fire
truck was stored across the street, and only
gradually did the highway department begin
using the property more actively.

Now, the operation is busy enough, n
enough and unkempt enought, the Newcotts s
that they can’t take it anymore. They would |
to sell the property, but say the highway gar
diminishes the value.

Jean Newcolt said that for two years L
worked with the selectmen on their compla
but the board proved uncooperative. So last ye
they turned to Lebanon attorney William Bak
who filed a suit in Sullivan County Superior Col
asking a judge to force the town to modify
operation.

Court documents charge that “‘without app
ent regard for the hour of the day or nigh
highway workers sift sand, Ioad it on trucks,
leave vehicles idling and unattended for hours
a time. It also said that the site is unsafe ¢
unsightly, with barrels of waste oll left outdoc
creating environmental hazards.

The suit alleges that selectmen havye refusec
do anything about the problem: Baker said t}
have told him they have no authority over Mo
and his crew. “Everyone wants to blame it
evervbody else, but nobody wants lo take

(Continued on page 6)
— CORNISH
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Valley News, January 5, 1990

(Continued from page 1)
heat," he said,

The suit asks that town officials and highway
workers not use the garage between 9 p.m. and 9
a.m.; that they not leave motor vehﬁ:lm unat-
tended with the motors running; and that they
relocate the driveway on the site so that it isn’t
immediately across from the Newcott's driveway.,

“It's noisy. It's intrusive, It's ver%r disturbing
to them,” Baker said of the effect of the crew's
work on the Newcotts. “We don't know why they
bang on the sifter (at 3 a.m.). We don't under-
stand why they leave trucks going while they sit
inside and gab over coffee, In short, we don't
understand why they operate the way they do
when it's so intrusive on neighbors."

It was not one specific incident that irked the
Newcotts, he said; rather, the noise and activity
became a problem over time. “When does the
headache get so bad that you finally take the
aspirin?" Baker asked. “They certainly didn't
jump the first time they heard a truck idling."

Town officials, meanwhile, say there's little
more they can do to help the Newcotts and still
have a working highway department, "“We've
made adjustments to keep as low a profile as
possibie," Selectman Michael Yatsevitch said.

Morse agreed, and said the town has done
what it can to be cooperative. “You'd be sur-
prised at all the stuff we've done to try to kee
them happy,” he said, citing improvements sucﬂ
as mowing the grass, keeping the grounds clean,
and painting the buildings. To mitigate the noise
and appearance of the operation, he said, he even
had a fence built in front of the property, using
rough-hewn planks cut at his own sawmill
(Baker said that has been little help,)

The town also has moved the driveway several
hundred feet from the Newcotts', and now idles

e e e e,
¢ Who knows? Maybe the town
will come around. It would be
nice if we could stop the fighting.
It doesn’t make much sense to
have this kind of thing go to
court.

William Baker
Attorney

the bucket loader in back of the barn to help
lessen its noise. The sifter has been rebuill so
they don't have to bang on it to get it to work,
although Morse said the sand must be sifted when
it's needed and not ahead of time, to keep it loose
enough to spread on the roads, He added, too,
that the sifter has been in operation since the
garly 1970s, long before the Newcotts bought their
ouse.

The highway department normally runs from 7
a.m, 10 3:30 p.m., except during storms. Then, the
trucks are out at 3 a.m. to ensure that school bus
routes are plowed and safe.

But he does not apologize for the way the
highway department operates. “We have to
work," he said. “My responsibility is to maintain
these roads so there's safe passage on them."
Besides, he added, “‘We don't make half the noise
the Cornish Fair does."

As for the bucket loader's loud and constant
tic-tic-tic while it sits in the yard, driver Tom
Spaulding said the machine must be left on in
cold weather or the hydraulic system won't work.

That explanation, Baker said yesterday, is

“horse manure” when temperatures are in the
30s.

Spaulding argued that his job has its hard-
ships, too. On New Year's Eve day, he worked
from 3 in the afternoon until 2 in the morning, and
then was up again at 6 am. New Year's Day to
plow and sand for the entire day.

Morse said there was a time when the road
crew and Newcotts got along just fine. “After all,
we're all neighbors,” he said. As he sees it, the
problem arose two years ago when the Newcotts
decided to sell their house. *‘They just don't want
us here,” he said,

Bul he maintains that there’s nowhere for
them to move. Another town highway site on
Route 120 in Cornish Flat has no more room. And
as a further twist in the dispute, plans are under
way for a new town office and garage on the
same Parsonage Road site, Town offices now are
located in the flat, A ublic hearing on those plans
will be held Jan. 9 at the Cornish School. As of
yesterday, Baker was not aware of the latter
plans for the town, and had no comment.

However, he made no secret of the fact that
the Newcotts are trying to sell the house, and that
it was hard for them to do. It would appear the
::an itt;as done its best to devalue the property,”

e said.

The next step, said Baker, is to take the town's
“track record" for the winter and go to court to
find out “exactly how much authority the select-
men do have.”

“Who knows? Maybe the town will come
around,” he said. “'It would be nice if we could
stop the fighting. It doesn't make much sense Lo
have this kind of thing go to court,”



- SUNDAY EAGLE TIMES, December 20, 1992

Cornish selectmen sign
road preservation ordinance

By RUTH ROLLINS
Contributing Writer

CORNISH — People with
four-wheel drive vehicles who
use remote roads in town for
recreational purposes between
March 1 and June 30 will be
fined up to $1,000.

Selectmen have signed an or-
dinance to preserve Class 6
roads from further destruction.

Those wishing to use such
roads must get a permit from
the town road agent between
those dates. However, the per-
mit does not release a person
from financial responsibility
for damage to a roadbed or
rights of way caused by vehi-
cles.

“During normal winter and
summer months, damage from
recreational vehicles is min-
imal,” said Selectman John
White. “However, during
springtime, March through
June, these roads become ‘mud
pits' and a challenge to four-
wheel drive vehicles.

“Unfortunately, damage to
the roadways can be extensive
if used during these times. Pre-
viously, only Class 5 dirt roads
were protected during spring-
time by posting by the road
agent.”

Under state law, selectmen
can use their discretion to close
certain Class 6 roads to motor-

ized vehicles when they deem it
is in the best interest of the
town.

The intent of the ordinance is
to protect and preserve roads
from damage during, but not
limited to, the time March 1
and June 30. “The ordinance
makes it possible to close cer-
tain Class 6 roads when road
conditions deteriorate and then
re-open them again when road
conditions have improved,”
said White,

Class 6 roads are previously
used town roads, not main-
tained by taxpayer dollars but
to which the town still retains
rights of way.



Vaiiey News, Mar 10, 1993, p.1 Y e
Comnish Road Agant Haroid Morsa expisins a plan to put $15.000 in tesarve for purchases of highway equipment. Psge 6.






Cornish

Voters Approve Budget,
Site For Town Offices

By ANDREA SAND
Valley News Staff Writer

CORNISH — Living up to their reputation
for deba every last penny at their town
meetings, Cornish volers yesterday spent
six hours painstakingly conducting town
business.

In the end, they cut the proposed highway
budget by $20,000, approved spending up to
$12,000 for a site plan for new town offices
pn& provided their police chief with medical
insurance.

They turned down one measure that would
have prohibited the use of alcohol on town
property. They shol down another Lhal
wmgg have classified three roads as scenic
roads.

They tackled the town budget item bK
item, voting 40 times in two hours. Altho
several of the budget figures generated a lot
of debate, 'lr‘llt;:e of the dw?l:ﬁs was
ehngd‘ hlqal was
$46,338 for ‘the police department, which
volers approved 77-51. (The highway budgel
was dealt with in a separate article.)

A measure to allow a property tax exemp-
tion for home solar energy healing and
cooling systems was defeated by voters in
Australian ball 189-162. If it had been
adopted, there would have been no assess-
ment for systems under $6,000. (A similar
measure but with a $12,000 cut-off failed last
year.)

Also in Australian balloting, Bill Gallag-
her failed to unseat selectman John White
with a write-in campaign.

One of the hottest lopics of the day was
the highway budget. Last year, voters had
approved a budget of $240,306, bul $286,837
was actually spent. The overrun was partly
caused by unanticipated major repairs to a
road and a dump truck, and by
having to rent heavy pment such as
backhoes to handle excessive ice. This year,
thinking the highway department had been
%eﬁt}mﬁ in 1992, the ﬁmng_e cmsgqmiuee

selectmen proposed spending $271,787,
but voters yesterday cut that to $251,787,

with $175,926 1o be raised by laxes.
In arguing for a bl(i;ger highway budget,
selectman White said: “You should

about where that $20,000 will come. Fewer
oil changes? Less maintenance? Less time
plowing so you'll have to wait until the
afternoon to get your road plowed?”'

But voters fell the L could
perform :ut llely with less. One resident

as

ighway budget was only $131,000. Another
man charged that the department was being
mismanaged.

Then, in a sense-of-the-meeting vole,
townspeople told selectmen to include de-
tailed itemization of expenditures for all

as 1987, the selectmen last year did not follow through

departments in next year's town rt, as
has been done in years past, but warg?t done
this year to their satisfaction.

Sparki rerhaps the greatest debate was
a pmroslﬁ o spend up to $12,000 for a site
Plan or new town offices on town land not
ar from the historic town hall. Last vear,
Cornish residents voted against an addition
to the town hall. Indeed, the subject of new
town offices is one that's long been looked at
in Cornish and studied by successive genera-
tions of committees,

“My grandmother thought we needed new
town offices,"” said an exasperated Susan
Littell. **My father thought we needed new
town offices. 1 think we need new town
offices. Do we have to wait for my grand-
children?"

Virtually everyone agrees a new building
is needed. The selectmen's office and fown
clerk’s office are four miles from the town
hall in a tiny brick building with an out-
house; the town's computers and the tax
collector’s office are in a rented office
across the road. Bul townspeople plainly
have had frouble agreeing on what they
want and where they want iL.

Yesterday, however, after beating back
motions to cut the amount to $2,000 or kill it
completely — and afler a few jokes about
the outhouse — voters took a step toward
building new town offices. The best estimate
of the cost is $150,000.

Two main factors appeared to have finally
prompted townspeople to vote to spend
money on a site plan: They need new offices
which would be handicarped accessible (in
light of the new federal law) and they want
to have a site plan in hand in case any grant
money becomes available.

In a straw poll show of hands, voters
overwhelmingly said they liked the choice of
the site on nearly four acres of town

property on North Parsonage Road.
Townspeople turned down a from
selectmen Igal would have ibited drink-

ing in the town hall and on other town
ﬂar?eny. The town’s insurance compan

advised selectmen not to allow alcohol.
But voters said the town hall should be
availt:ble for wedding receptions — and
toasts.

Voters also turned down a prmsal from
the conservation commission t would
have designated East Road, Lovejoy Road
and Skyline Drive as scenic roads because
they didn't like the idea of restricting the
cutting of trees of a certain size or the
removal of stone walls without written
permission from the planning board and

after a public hearing.
Al the end of the , yoters debated
a criti by resident B that

with a vote al last year's Town Meeting
regarding Cornish's delegate to the Soli
Waste Project. Voters last year directed
selectmen to do whatever was in their power
to make it possible for Cornish voters to
elect their solid waste delegate rather than

l

Valiey News — Robert Pope
A voter leaves the booth at Enfield
Elementary School yesterday.

have him or her be appointed by selectmen.
(According to the regional solid waste
agreement, lown representatives are to be
appointed.)

Selectman White said yesterday that they
weren't shirking their duty, He said that
since the delegate’s term isn't up until 1994
the selectmen decided they would wait until
this year to deal with the issue. Townspeople
yesterday voted to reaffirm the vote they
took last year.

i



CORNISH CANDIDATE — Charles “Chuck” DeAn-

gelis is seeking the seat being vacated by Highway

Agent Harold Morse. (Ruth Rollins photo)
Eus(c—nm - Feb W, lgay

DeAngelis seeks
highway positio

By RUTH ROLLINS
Contributing Writer
CORNISH — Charles
“Chuck” DeAngelis is run-
ning for highway agent.

Incumbent Highway

Agent Harold Morse de-
cided not to seek re-elec-
tion. No others have filed

Jfor the position

For experience, DeAn-
gz_alis says, “I have worked
or the Cornish Highway
Department the past six
years. Before that 1 was
employed by Donald
MacLeay Construction, op-
erating heavy equipment.”
Ten years before that, he
worked in a machine shop.

“I have been very lucky to
have worked with such
knowledgeable people as in-
cumbent highway agent
Harold Morse, MacLeay
and Wayne Nelson; also,
Gerald Baillargeon, who is
in charge of the state high-
way crew in Cornish.
MacLeay’s equipment was
often used, and I was for-
tunate to have his guidance
while learning the techni-
ques of plowing state high-
ways.

“One has to have a desire
for the work; it is a demand-

ing position, often seven
days a week, if Mother Na-
ture dictates it, If I get
elected, I would like to
eventually train some
younger people for the de-
partment, so they can learn
from those who have the
knowledge of setting
culverts, operating plows,
and general mag main-
tenance techniques —
knowledge that has been
handed down for yetlars and
years," said DeAngelis,

“Times have changed; we
have a generation of people
who demand stricter
budget control, people who
want more for their money.
I plan to keep the depart-
ment at the level of four
full-time employees. Of
course there are times
when additional people are
needed. Work will be per-
formed with the best in-
terest of the town as my
goal'I'

DeAngelis is past presi-
dent of the New Hampshire
Antique Tractor Club,
which has more than 200
members, and has spent a
year as a Cornish Fair di-
rector, He resides on Root
Hill, in a home built by him
and his wife, Cheryl




Article would
extend term
of road agent

By RUTH ROLLINS
Contributing Writer

CORNISH — Albert Earle
feels that the Cornish road
agent should be elected for
more than a one-year term.

Earle, the town's road agent,
said, “I have started a plan to
make the roads more service-
able and more maintenance-
free. In order to build a plan
and see it through, more than
one year is needed.”

Selectmen will include an
article on the Town Meeting
warrant asking if voters want
to approve a three-year term
for the road agent.

Earle, during his first year as
the town's road agent, reports a
productive year for his tr;part
ment, which confronted a re-
cord-dry summer and an early
winter of heavy snowfall.

When he took on the position
in mid-March, he and his em-
ployees started a plan to bring
roads up to Class 5 specif-
ications,

Early grading worked well,
but the extreme conditions
in the summer made it difficult
to keep roads smooth. Most
were regraded before the fall
freeze.

“Lack of dust control caused
concern by some people, but the
budget did not include chloride
for this purpose,” said Earle.
However, a warrant article in
the upcoming budget will give
voters the opportunity to de-
cide if money will be available
for chloride in 1996 to keep
dust down.

“It snowed early in Novem-
ber and throughout December,
resulting in extra plowing,
sanding and pushing back
snow banks," said Earle.
“School bus routes were plowed
early, so no lost days occurred

because of road conditions dur-
ing 1995."

Major projects accomplished
included completion of
Dingleton Hill Road with a
base coat of asphalt. A surface
coat will be applied during
1996.

Four-foot culverts were in-
stalled on Hell Hollow and
Cook Roads. The sites were
excavated, rip-rapped and
graveled. A crushed gravel fin-
ish coat will be applied this
year, according to Earle. A ma-
jor renovation took place on
Hilliard Road, which was up-
graded to an exemplary mile-
long gravel highway.

The Highway Department
also made emergency repairs to
the failed fire-pond dam on
School Street, which afforded
emergency water for the dry
summer months.

“The department had a safe
work year with no injuries to
personnel,” said Earle. “How-
ever, the equipment was less
fortunate.”

Major repairs were needed on
a 1978 International truck.
The town's pickup was re-
placed after an unavoidable ac-
cident with a black bear. An
unbudgeted $4,000 was needed
to purchase a new pickup. The
grader also needed repairs.

All block grant money was
used for major highway
projects, including $16,000
that was spent for an engineer-
ing design of the Coffin Shop
Bridge.

“Therefore, funds such as
bridge design, plus unbudgeted
equipment costs and overtime
for plowing snow, resulted in
an overexpenditure of $17,000
in the Class 5 highway
budget.”




82nd Year No. 16

HOLY MOLEY — George Rublee of Cornish stands on what's by heavy rain and wind that were attributed to the north-
left of Platt Road in Cornish on Sunday, observing the ward migration of the weather system once known as Hur-
handiwork of Mother Nature. Local police and highway crews  ricane Bertha. Story, page 5. (Wayne Carter photo)

reported mostly minor washouts and power outages caused




BY LOIS FITTS
CORNISH SCHEDULE
Thursday, Aug. 15
Planning Board, Town Offlices, 7

p.m.
Friday, Aug. 16

Selectmen will not meet tonight
due to Fair

Cornish Fair gates open at 8a.m.

Saturday, Aug. 17

Cornish Fair, gates open at 8a.m.

Sunday, Aug. 18

Cornish Falir, gates openal 8a.m.

Concert at St. Gaudens Histori-
cal Site, Route 124, Inca San-Mu-
sic of the Andes, 2 p.m.

Monday, Aug. 19
~Serool Beard, School library, 7
am. -

Tuesday, Aug. 20

Garden Club, School caleteria,
7:30 p.m.

Thursday, Aug, 22

Cornish Grange No, 25, Town
Office bullding, 7:30 p.m.

Town News

Good news for parents. School
opens Tuesday, Sept. 3. The count
down begins! )

With the better part of two weeks
until school opens, what to do with
bored children? The United Church
of Cornish is hosting Vacation Bible
School at the Church on Center
Road from 8:30 (o 11:30 a.m, from
Aug. 19-23. The theme is "Cham-
plons for Jesus.” Come and learn
about Jesus from Barbara Owens-
Hayward as Hineni the Clown!
There is also a dedicated staff of
people from the United Church and
olher area churches.

IT you need transportation call
Carol King at 469-3453, Il you have
any other questions call Bob
Hilllard at 675-221 1 ar Ellic Friend

Caladl aoun
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Cornish Town grader destroyed by fire

The wee hours of the morning
Aug. 9 brought some excitement (o
Cornish when the fire department
was dispatched to a structure fire
al the Town sheds on Parsonage

., Moments later, the call was
changed Lo a grader fire at the Town
sheds which was excitement
enough.

Fortunately, the grader was
parked out In front of the small
shed. Both sheds were undamaged
but the fence was scorched and the
grader is probably totaled as the fire
gutted the cab and engine.

Al this time, no cause has been
determined and the Selectmen met
with the Equipment Commitice (o
Friday evening to decide the next
step. They are also wailing to hear
from the insurance adjuster and
the Fire Marshall.

The highway department was
beginning to catch up. They were
behind due to wet weather and
equipment problems. They asked
for the patience of Town residents

due to this unavoidable delay.

Meriden Fire Department re-
sponded mutual ald. No one was
hurt and all ended safely.

On Thursday, Aug. 8 approxi-
mately 70-80 area residents, mostly
from Cornish, welcomed guesis
from the Aspet area of France al a
covered dish reception at St
Gaudens Historical Site. John
Dryfout, superintendent of the Site,
had words of welcome in "Ameri-
can” as we do not speak "English®
in this country.

Caroline Storrs, teacher and or-
ganizer in Cornish, introduced the
guests and hosts. Gifts were ex-
changed-a white T-shirt with a
black silhouette of the house at the
Site from us to them and black T-




shirts with a gold medallion on the
front and a white silhouette ol an
American Indian on the back.

The Selectmen presented a me-
dalllon by Cornish craftsperson
Suzanne Luplenne, which was ina
maple box made by Cornish
woodmaker Dale Shafman. In turn,
the Selectmen were presented with
a pencil sketch of a farmer with
sythe from the French guests. The
reception was the culmination ofan
idea planted in 1989 by Francoise
Sarradet when she wrote a letter to
the Cornish Selectmen exploring
the (dea of'twlnnlng" the towns of
C

Last July, ‘teachers Caroline
Storrs and Ruth Little went to
Aspel, France, with four Cornish
students, Lydia Durant. Sadie
Dworak. Rebecca Baril, and Emily
Plerce and Missy Little, Ruth’s
daughter. As usual, Cornish cooks
had a delicious selection of salads,
casseroles and desserts. It is hoped
that future visits of this nature will
continue.

The Mill Brook Gallery at the
Cornish Town Offices will have a
photography exhibit from Aug,. 24
to Nov. 4. Any Cornish resident is
invited to show. The photos must
be 5 by 7 or larger, delivered before
Aug. 23 (o the Town Offices, framed
and ready to hang. Up to three pho-
tos per exhibitor will be hung as
space permits. Please sign a relcase
if you have not done so. After the
show, one of the exhibits will be
held from Nov. 4 to Jan. 3. Any
questions may be directed to Polly
Rand at 542-4672 or Mariel
Jaarsma al 675-6622.

The Thrasher Road bridge is pro-

gressing on schedule. All the in-
spections have gone well, The abult-
ments are up, girders, deck forms
and steel are in place and ready for
the deck to be poured. Completion
date is scheduled for Aug. 31.

The Farmers' Market {n Cornish
Flat on Saturday mornings from 9
a.m. to noon has been very busy
and well-received. Still available are
plants, homemade breads, home-
grown spun wool, and plenty of
fresh vegetables. It is great fun to
go on Saturdays and meet friends
and neighbors and support thelr
cﬂ‘orts
and School issues, chaired by Pe-
ter Burling, will meet Sept. 3, They
invite the Finance Commiltee to
attend, and would llke the Finance
Committee to be involved with the
School Board more than previously,

There is new business.in Town
that should be of interest Lo all
stressed-out folks. Martha Zoerhide
has received her New Hampshire
license for massage. She studied at
the Doverstar Elahemia Institute in
Hooksett for three years and has a
speclal certificate for geriatric mas-
sage. She also has a national cer-
tificate for massage as well as
herbal body wrap and |s a Reiki 2
practitioner. She will come (o your
home, nursing home or you may
go to her home, Her prices areon a
sliding scale so she {s affordable to
everyone. Martha is an LPN at the
Brookside Nursing Home in White
River Junction, VL., but wanted to
do something more and different so
she Investigated the possibility of
massage and loved il. She may be
reached al 675-2295.




Weather problems are minor

By CASSIE DUBANIEWICZ
Staff Writer

Thunderstorms and the tail end of Hurricane
Bertha caused minor problems for state and
area highway departments this weekend.

The hard, consistant rain and high winds also
caused power outages for approximately 50
customers in the Claremont area over the
weekend, according to a spokeswoman from
Public Service of New Hampshire,

Ray Burke of the Vermont Highway Depart-
ment said he was just getting reports in this
morning of washed-out roads, but “nothing real
bad" has surfaced.

Hard rain in southeastern Vermont caused
some minor damage while to the north a
washout at the junction of Routes 113 and 244
in West Fairlee required barricades.

There were scattered reports of minor road

washouts and trees blown over by high winds. A
mudslide on Route 14 in Sharon caused an
accident and high water was reported on Route
35 in Grafton, Vt. Grafton suffered heavy water
damage in June.

According to a New Hampshire Highway
Department spokesman only minor washouts
were reported on state roads,

Cornish Police and the Claremont Highway
Department said they received no notification of
problems, although there was a washout on
Platt Road.

Newport Highway Superintendent Fraser
Michaud said one small washout occurred in a
construction project on Oak Street.

An official at Connecticut Valley Electric
Company in Windsor said they had received no
complaints,



The ‘Mud Was Everywhere’

alley Avews Afr 492
Storm Leaves Many Roads A Mess

By ED BALLAM
Valley News Staff Writer

Much of the Upper Valley dodged the heavy accumula-
tion of wet snow that para points south yesterday,
but the storm left many in the area slo t{rough an
abundance of dark, oozing, axle-deep mud — the worst in
many years, some say.

Basil Newmerzhycky, a meteorolosist with the Nation-
al Weather Service in Bur n, said the strongesl parts
of the Nor'easter passed to the south and east of Lebanon
and Hartford. A complex weather pattern trapped warm
airand spared most of the Iggmr Valley from heavy snow-
fall, he said, while some no n parts of the Twin States
received no snow at all,

In southern Vermont, however, the storm hit hard —
ca:gi school closings, power outages and poor driving

| co ns.

About 16,000 customers of Central Vermont Public Ser-
vice Corp., Vermont's largest utility, lost power, said
company spokesman Jack . Most of those cus-
tomers were in Windsor, Windham and n coun-
ties, he said. As of about 5 p.m. yesterday, about 3,000 cus-
tomers remained without fower, he said, and power
should be restored to all customers tl)}' todae.

The wet snow that did fall in the % alley exacer-
bated problems with the mud that has clogging many
m}‘tmg:hmg b here,” said Anne P f

“It's n ut soup up here,” said Anne Peyton of |
Strafford, who lives on Downer Forest Road — one of
many dirt roads crisscrossing the area. “... This is my
first mud season on a dirt road, but I don’t mind, really.”

Having learned quickly that muddy back roads can |
swallow even four-wheel-drive vehicles, she opted to park
her mini-van at the base of the hill she lives on and hoof |
the quarter-mile home. “I listened to the universe and it
told me, ‘Stay off this road,' " Peyton said after her one
and only attempt at driving on the road.

Apparently her decision was the right one; even some of
her more-experienced decided to ditch their
ﬂqs and s up the road on foot.

‘It's a nice vignette of life in Vermont ... walking up a
muddy road with neighbors," she said. J




/3 1¢ el s Veley News - Geoll Hansan
either sleet nor snow nor Pig Fa Road could keep rural route driver Jack McNellls
om making his rounds in Comnish yesterday. The town's road agent said the road Is

2 worst example of a mud season that's as bad as he's seen it in 17 years.




1t you must on walk muddy roads, Peyton said, she
knows from ﬁxdperlenee that low rubber boots won't cut it.
After the mud pulled one of hers off and filled it with
muck, she now wears high, lace-up boots,
“T walked home with a muddy foot,” Peyton said of her
experience. “Mud was everywhere."
uddy roads have plagued motorists since the first
cars rolled off Henry Ford's assembly lines; said Jeff
%:rk,advll i 5 inﬂ;ermuagh mrl;itm}c;uhect.\ld
ions Research Engineering ra in Hanover.
“Tt's a 90-year-old battle,” said Stark, a ist in soil
stasb{lh}_zkatlog:j who works igs CRREL";:gub;athe lng of
said muddy roads are ca pooling o
water on top of frozen earth. When the lop layer thaws
and underlying la stay frozen, the water has nowhere
to leach, Silty are more prone to mud than sand and
gravel soils, and traffic “churns” the mud, making it

worse, he said.

Using 1990s technol
ed ws:t?:g geosynthetic tm{
as well as tire chips, tree slash and a

Stark said, he has

soil cement — all in an effort to stabili
military ap&l:canm. “Once you have mud, about the
only thing that can make it go away is time and warm
t atures,"” Stark said.

Allen, the town
what of an expert on muddy ro

t-

, mats made of tires and wood,
| rapid-curing
soil for

in Hartland, is some-
himself, if only through

experience. After 61 years in a lown that has 75 miles of
road — 65 of which are dirt — he knows what causes
muddy roads and how to fix them.
He also knows a bad season when he sees one — and
insisted this isn't one of them.
“It's nothing like what it used to be,” Allen said. "Peo-

Mud

(Continued on page A3)
___ —MUD

(Continued from page A1)

g%sdgn'tlnwwwhatmudism
ome t disagree in Cabot,
which was forced to close school
terday for the second day in a
because of rutted, muddy roads.
And in Cornish, mud is every-
where, said road agent Tom Spauld-

Vt.,
yes-
row

of good road to fill in a hole," he said.

erry Lee, the way foreman in
Hartford, said ons there are
mbi:bly a little worse this year"

ears.

“The only‘ml by we cain‘:ao lsidhup

putting em,"” said.

'l‘ownsgmlhal weren't with

ankle-deep mud had to deal with
knee-deep

off the air from 11:25 p.m. Monday
until about 1:30 p.m. yegtaday, said

) Beﬂeﬂl at
the station based in White ﬁver

, snow after Monday night's mitter failed to kick in, and two engi-

This year is muddier than any snowstorm. neers who tried to hike to the summit
other year 1 can remember,”" said Up to 27 inches of snow were turned back because of high wind and
Spal , who has been road agenl recorded in J , N.H., southeast deep snow, Osheyack said. Station
for 17 years. “We're doing the we of Keene, and b conditions personnel ﬁnnuy reached the trans-
can to keep up with it.” were rted in many parts of the mitter at about 6 a.m. yesterday, he

Because of the weight of the hi state, with wind gusting to 50 mph. said.
i e B W Sl o8 ek ok PR e b gt
sa ng roa - repo n : ro ack, w Valley
cult and N News didn't reach his home in Nor-

“We don't want to ruin three miles

ewpart.
A power failure knocked WNNE-TV

wich until about 9 a.m. yesterday.




231st Cornish Annual Report, March 1998

CORNISH HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT
1997 REPORT

The year 1897 was a very costly and busy year due to the mud and late snow
storms, We used 300 loads of bank run gravel during mud season, We had to hire
exlra equipment

The first half-mile of Center Road was ground and we put 6 inches of crushed
gravel over the top and blacktopped it. Many dollars warth of shim was put on other
blacktop roads in town, The new garage opened in October and Is greally appreciated
by the whole crew

We built a new sand screen and put up 4950 yards of winter sand that came from
the new sandpit on Townhouse Hoad
Respectfully submitted,

Thomas E. Spaulding
Road Agent

Thomas Spaulding, Highway Agent

w0 by Frns Hier
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. Cornish faces highway garage vote
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By RUTH ROLLINS
Contributing Writer

CORNISH — When voters go to the polls
March 11 they will decide whether to
construct a new highway garage, ap-
propriate money to repair a bridge and
authorize selectmen to close a road.

Balloting for town officers will be held
from 10 am. to 7 p.m. at the Cornish
Elementary School gymnasium.

Voters will be voting on a total ap-
propriation of $863,553 if all 17 warrant
articles are approved, a figure that is down
$568,000 from last year’s total appropria-
tions.

If property values and state revenues
stay the same, it will show a decrease in
the town portion of the tax rate, which was
37 in 1996. Assessed valuation of the

“Yown is $82,400,713,

A sum of $292927 will be asked for

maintenance of Class V highways and
bridges. Of this amount $210,603 would be
raised by taxes, with $82,324 received as a
state highway block grant.

Articles submitted by the New Highway
Garage Committee will ask voter approval
of $150,000 for site preparation and con-
struction of a new highway facility. Voters
will also be asked to nuthorize selectmen
to sell through a public bid process, the
current highway garage facility which is
located on Route 120.

An amount of $21,300 will be asked to
repair the Mercer Bridge on Platt Road,
with $20,000 coming from the Bridge
Capital Resrve Fund if approved, and the
remaining §$1,300 coming from Highway
Block Grant money. \

Voters will also be asked to authorize
selectmen to use funds in the New High-
way Equipment Capital Reserve Fund to

urchase used as well as new heavy
E.ighway equipment.

A committee formed to plan for such
purchases feels it is prudent to purchase
used equipment sometimes, rather than
new. A most recent example of this was
the purchase of a used grader to replace
one that burned.

Article 13 requires approval of $1,000 to
continue participating in an Upper Valley
Household Hazardous Waste Recycling

program.

Article 14 pertains to allowing the tax
collector to accept prepayment of taxes,

Article 15 asks authorization to allow
the tax collector to collect property taxes
twice annually, July 1 and Dec. 1.

An article, by petition, asks voters to
adopt provisions of RSA 40:13 to allow
official ballot voting on all issues before
the town.



Highway garage funding tops

| Cornish
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Chartered: 1763
Population: 1,659
Current tax rate: $25.59
per $1,000 of property val-
uation

Town
Meeting

® WHEN: 10 am. to 7 p.m.
March 11, balloting for of-
ficers; noon, business meet-

ing.

e WHERE: Cornish
Elementary School gym-
nasium.

e KEY ISSUES: Proposal
to construct a new highway
garage and sell the high-
way garage in Cornish
Flat,

Fasfr ¥

By RUTH ROLLINS
Contributing Writer

CORNISH — A proposed
town budget of $696,565 will be
voted at the annual Town
Meeting to be held March 11 at
the Cornish Elementary
School.

Polls open at 10 a.m. with the
meeting beginning at noon.

The budget shows a $11,550
increase over the 1996 budget
of $685,015 for town spending,
The total to be raised by taxes
for the town budget would be
£329,450, resulting in a $4 tax
rate per $1,000 as the town
portion, which would be down
37 cents from the 1996 rate of
$4.37, or 8.4 percent.

Articles 1 and 2 of the war-
rant will be voted by official
ballot.

Article 1 is to choose officers
for the ensuing year. Article 2
pertains to adopting of official-
ballot voting on all issues
before the town. The article,
submitted by petition, requires
a three-fifths' vote for passage.

Selectmen and the new high-
way garage committee are
looking forward to a two-thirds’

(e MW S 1447 0

approval vote on a warrant
article asking $150,000 for the
purpose of site preparation and
construction of a new highway
garage. The article asks ap-
proval to remove present build-
ings located on town property
at North Parsonage Road, used
by the department at that site.
Voting on this article will be by
paper ballot and requires a
two-thirds' majority vote,

Voters will also be asked to
authorize the sale of the cur-
rent highway garage located on
Route 120 in Cornish Flat.
Money from the sale would be
used to defray costs associated
with construction of the new
highway garage.

Other articles include: ap-
proval of a $292,927 for main-
tenance of Class 5 roads and
bridges; using $20,000 of the
Bridge Capital Reserve Fund
to repair the Mercer Bridge on
Platt Road; discontinuing
Walker Drive; selling a small
parcel of land located at
Townhouse and South
Parsonage roads; and six
articles involving money to be
placed in various reserve fund
accounts.

money articles

Three vie for highway agent slot

By RUTH ROLLINS
Contributing Writer

CORNISH — The Cornish highway agent
opening has three vying for the position:
Thomas Spaulding, Everett Cass and Edward
Benware.

Thomas Spaulding

Spaulding, & native of Cornish, has been
employed by the Cornish Highway Depart-
ment since 1980 and feels he f\'as more
knowledge about Cornish roads than either of
the other two candidates.

“Seventeen years job experience more than
qualifies me to be road agent,” said Spauld-
ing. He has worked on building bridges,
gaved roads and plowed every road in town,

e said.

He believes in preventive maintenance on
vehicles and will plan to do any repair work
possible at the town garage.

“If I'm elected, my telephone number will
be available, If I'm home I'll talk to anyone
who calls, day or night.”

Spaulding worked for Stacy’s Fuel and
Lumber in Windsor for 13 years prior to being
hired by the town highway department. He
served as a member of the Cornish Fair
Association, He resides on Town House Road
with his wife, Terrie.

Everett Cass

Cass is also vying for the position of
Cornish highway agent and feels his 25 years
of running his own business him an
excellent candidate.

“I have done excavation work the past 10
years. I read blueprints and understand
setting elevations and grades needed for road
building. I know different matterials in grav-
el, have learned where lots are located at
comparative prices, I can work with budgets,
the number of dollars and how to spend
them," said Cass,

Edward Benware

Benware is a native of Cornish. He, too, has
operated his own business the past seven
years, which is winter plowing and summer
roadside mowing.

Much of his life he worked in construction,
He worked for the state of New Hampshire
several years and nine other years doing
paving. He has operated most types of equip-
mggt needed for highway maintenance, he
said.

“I have some ideas which might be benefi-
cial to the town during winter maintenance,”
said Benware. “One would be to find a way to
heat hopper bodies during winter sanding.”
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$150,000 For New Garage OK'd;
Old Building Will Not Be Sold

By SUSAN J. RAND
Valley News Correspandent
CORNISH — Town Meeling votars yesiosday npproved
ing $150,000 to build a new hlgbwg&an e and de
¢ not to sell an old garage to help c® the cost of
e o nd the matn topics at
, ald and oew, were the main topics at yes-
lcl'duy’;slr’;l‘ogreﬂes than three-bour meeting, which braught o
the Corpish Elemeniary Schoal about 138 resideats, rep-
resontisig juat less than 13 peeceat of the town's registered
voless.

The ;ﬂnupmllon of money to build the new S3-by-140-
foot wood-[rame ‘gmgc hnn?to be approved by a two-
Lhirds majority of those voling and was approved easily
on a 136-14 paper ballot vote,

The gorage will be built on the North Parsonage Road
site of the existing highway bulldings, which bave no run-
ning water or plitnbing and will be torn down.
-&:Hing what to do with yet another ay buiiding,
this one on Route 120 in Comnish Flat, took volers lonﬁ
than the new m disamgon. A committee and
town’s three recommended selling the building,
which currently Is usod for highway storage ond as s
place to park two fire trucks.

But yotgg decided In a 675 vole nol to scll thd old
building. Several prople ]::ggestbd keeping tho property
so the town would have land'en which to build a new fire
statfon in the futire. Otfiors said the bullding Jies In the
11ood plaln and should be sold, with tho procceds 1ised to
reduce the cost of the new highwoy garage. Still
suwﬁlw %qﬁln'g tha dedision off for a yeaf. o

no dissent, volers approved spending 0
run town government and more than $460,000 in other
requestod expenses. The current $4.37 town portion of the
iax rate will drop to $4 thls year If reveaes come in g3
o?llmnled. gaid Stuorl Hodgeman, chairman of the board
of se

Hodgeman gdid after the meeting that the money ltems
— locluding the new garﬂp — were approved bocausa
town could show (he need for them.

*“Tho name of the gome s to prepare and be rattonal
about bow you wani {0 spend the mopey,” he sald.

In daylong Australian batlot vot!:g.' cesldents picked
Thomas Spaulding to be {he town's highway agent, a ane-
yesar position. Spaulding reecived 186 to Everelt
Cass’ 74 votes and Edward Benware's 22.

Volers also decldéd not to change to thie officinl ballot
sysiem of voling, rejecting the propoZsl in a 200102 yole.



Valley Nows - Rick Fusse

on MacLeay offers his opinion oq the proposed salg of the old highway garage at Town Meeting yesterday in Cornish. Voters decided not to sell the building.
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The Heed For A

New Highway Gara%c Facility
Fabinary 199

In Decutnbier of 1905 1 Solncitmnn askod § number ol the wi's clizens o
nvestigite. any commant on, v nwed for a new Garnge taciity tor 1he thgheay
Qepaittunl. Thoga calked (@ coree 60 Hils advisory comnition wnto

Gmald Lalargonn Jnmus Nail

Albent Enilo Clhenton 1iasstoll
Guaalll sty Aan Penfuld

Wike Longite Thomas Spruiaing 8

Ile adwisary cottimmitee mnl vl sVl nCIERM 10 AS3eLs R present tohty
ang o detemiing 1ho vondilisns under whict the iInembiors of the taghvay Depaimert
Ara cursonlly working

11 wag unonimously agreed lhat Ihe present tacihhies are
substinandord in the cxirema. Tho empsloyees work under
conditions thot are not only very unplcagant, but tangerous
az well. In oddition, the peesent tacililies mako # diffictlt to
maintain the highway eqinpmenl in proper working order

in Felmuary the advrsory commift2y receimmaendur 1a the Selgcltnan 1hat an A
Las piRc2d 00 (i LAatch 1000 SYaerimt thin?

11 Inslgcts tha Seicatman 10 lorm hcal leew Highvoa 03

21 Chaiges the comminae auih el 1454 24 tiraging 10 tha ﬂt.uun 19497 Jovm

;nuehng a sehetnatie bt dkdgable. st of ftans St the construction of a new
aciity

J) Chargoes Ihe coenimuinico vdn Ihe lask af usiny the uevoloped phiins ant

spociications to determine. by i bid (nocass. hiow much o new Liolity wil
cort;

1) Chaiges the cotniittee wath the task of dateinuig the Bast msdns 10 WIKing

sUch consliuclion, and

9) Authorizes Ihe Solociinen to cais® and gpprepinte the sum of $3.000 whuch it

has already boen delerminad) «ilt be reqenror 107 e eaccution ¢f the
commilices Insks
Alan S. Penitold
o1 tho Advisory Corriinitloo

EXISTING HIGHWAY GARAGE FACILITY - Rhoto by Dick Gozaeh

Taken from 229th Annual Report, March, 1996
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. RAZING IN THE SUN — From left, town workers Mike Duvall, Scott preparing to burn the debris before the end of today. A new garage will

Morse and Tom Spaulding survey the scene Tuesday after helping to be built on the same piece of town-owned land. (Wayne Carter photo)
raze the old Cornish Highway Garage. Organizers said they were



LOOKS GOOD TO HIM— Resident Buz
Lord looks over plans for a new highway
garage prior to Tuesday’s Town Meeting in
Cornish. Voters approved the $150,000 pro-
posal along with a budget and numerous

other expenditures d the nearly five
hour meeting. But an article to switch to
all-day balloting was defeated. The town
tax rate could drop to $4 next year but a
higher school tax rate will more than offset
the anticipated decrease. (Wayne Carter

photo) —
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Highway garage,
budget pass

Spaulding new road agent

By RUTH ROLLINS
Contributing Writer

CORNISH — At Tuesday's annual Town
Meeting, voters passed $867,565 in appropria-
tions, including an operating budget and several
accompanying warrant articles.

The spending plan, down $53,063 from the
1996 budget, is expected to cut the town tax rate
37 cents to $4 per $1,000 of valuation.

Following the nearly five hour meeting, Ray
Evans, chairman of the Cornish School Board
estimated with the $2.81 increase in the school
tax, over the current $18.93, and a $4 town tax,
residents would be looking at a $28 tax rate per
$1,000 if the county tax remains the same,

Article one asked voter approval of $150,000
for the construction of a new garage for the
highway department. After a presentation by
Nathan Cass, which included a drawing and a
model of the proposed garage, the article, which
required a two-thirds majorit vote, was ap-
proved by a paper ballot vote of 136-14, after a
short discussion period.

However, an article asking for authority to
dispose of the current highway garage facility at
Cornish Flat was defeated by a show of hands

! B7-55.

Voters approved $292927 for the main-
tenance of Class 5 highways and bridges, with
$210,603 to be raised by taxes and $82,324 to be
received from the state as Highway Block Grant
Funds.

They also approved repair of the Mercer
Bridge on Platt Road by withdrawing $20,000
from the Bridge Capital Reserve Fund for the
Eurpose. Another $1,300 will be used from the

ighway block grant fund to complete the work.

(See CORNISH - Pg. 8)

>



Co ish highway garage near completion = |

b?o;_[%gﬁ’_ The 50- Benice Johnson Library Album

by-140-foot highway facil-
ity, approved by voters at
the annual Town Meeting
in March, has been under
contruction, Roof trusses
were placed in July and the
building has roofing and
windows installed,

The $150,000 project
being carried out on town-
owned land has Robert
Curtis Building and Re-
modeling of Newport doing
the construction work. He
was chosen through a bid
process carried out by the
Cornish selectmen.

After town highway em-
ployees removed the old
Fuller barn which was
used as a garage for many
years, site work was com-
pleted by Everett Cass of
Cornish. Mel Clark of
Meriden was in .charge of
the concrete work.

Cornish resident Richard
Baril will do the electrical
wiring and Douglas Free-
land, also of Cornish, has

z

been chosen to be the plum- | = 3 |
: HIGHWAY FACILITY — The town garage will have both high and cemetery equipment. (Ruth Rollins
bing i metal roofing and hot air heat. The facility will house photo) |
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Cornish shows off its new highway garage

BY LOIS FITTS

- CORNISH-It was damp and raw
outside bul friendly and warm in-
side as Cornish held an open
house Saturday at the new town
garage on North Parsonage Road.

The new bullding was completed
within the $150,000 budget
thanks to many residents and con-
tractors who volunteered time and
did more than they were asked to
do.
Thanks were extended to Rob-
ert Curtis, contractor; Mel Clark,
concrete; Wayne McCutcheon, sur-
vey and seplic; Everett Cass, site
work; John MacNamara, bulldoz-
Ing: Mark Dube, interior painting;
Johnson & Dix, heat; Ron's Fix-It
Shop, drain; Dick Baril, electricity;
Doug Freeland, plumbing; Sentry
System, alarms, and Nate Cass,
clerk of the works who pulled it all
together.

A special note of thanks went to
Randy Baril who made the organi-
zation of the exterlor painting his
Eagle Scout project.

With the help of Mark Dube who
obtained 45 gallons of paint do-
nated by Sherwin & Williams in
West Lebanon, Randy organized
Boy Scouts, Cub Scouts and many
other town residents to stir and
'spray the paint on Saturday, Oct.
-4

About 30 people participated
and they polished off 70 hamburg-
ers and five pounds of hot dogs In
40 minutes. The painting took
-about six hours including cleanup
after.

Selectman Larry Dingee sald the
project started about 25 years ago
when the town purchased the land
and from the School Dis-
trict for $8,000 in 1972 for the pur-
pose of a town garage. The old barm
that was on the property served as
the garage until it was demolished
this past spring. A small barn that
remains will be burned as fire train-
ing at a future date.

Rep. Peter Burling read a letter
of congratulations from Gov.
Jeanne Shaheen.

Selectman Stuart Hodgeman
expressed appreciation and thanks
to the townspeople from the Board
of Selectmen.

Road Agent Tom Spaulding Is
pleased with the new garage. All
the town's highway and cemetery
equipment fits in the garage with
room to spare. There is room for
the trucks with the wings; room to

work on more than one vehicle at
a time, and room to store supplies
and other equipment.

‘The balance of the $150,000 will
be used to construct a central fuel
depot for all town equipment. This
will facilitate inventory of gas and
ofl. It is hoped to finish this project
before snow flies,

The Interfor of the garage has a
lunch room with sink, cabinets and
refrigerator, office for the road
agent and sexton, rest- rooms, and
storage for ofl and other material.
There is also overhead storage for
tires and miscellaneous equip-
ment.

The road equipment consists of
three dump trucks with plows and
sanders, road grader with wing,
bucket loader, lawn mower, pick-
up truck and cemetery truck
known as the war wagon. It was
formerly a military ambulance.



SNIP, SNIP — Four-year-old Nate Cass helped his dad,
Nathan, right, snip the ribbon at a ceremony for the new

town highway garage in Cornish recently. (Ruth Rollins
photo)

New Cornish highway garage dedicated

By RUTH ROLLINS
Contributing Writer

CORNISH — A large crowd
turned out for the open house
held at the new town garage
recently, with Nathan Cass
and his young son Nate cutting
the ribbon during the opening
ceremonies.

Selectman Robert Maslan
told those present that the
building had been completed
under budget.

“Thanks to the many volun-
teers and various contractors,
both local and others,” Maslan
said.

He praised Cass, the town's
fire chief, who served as clerk
of the works for the project.

“Nate volunteered to take on

this massive project from start
to finish, he has volunteered all
of his time and effort, and he
accomplished it while staying
under the $150,000 approved
by voters,” said Maslan.

He also praised 17-year-old
Randy Baril for taking on the
responsibility of painting the
outside of the 50-by-140-foot
building as an Eagle Scout ser-
vice project.

“Randy coordinated the en-
tire job with the help of volun-
teers he gathered,” said
Maslan. “By the end of a work
day 45 gallons of painlt had
been applied, which was
donated by the Sherwin Wil-
liams Company.”

Selectman Larry Dingee and
Stuart Hodgeman also showed

deep appreciation to all who
made it possible to construct a
suitable building for both the
highway and cemetery depart-
ments, saying good things take
time and it was money well
spent.

Representative Peter Burling
read a letter of congratulations
from Gov. Jean Shaheen who
praised Cornish residents for
pulling together in their acts of
volunteerism.

The highway garage was con-
structed on town-owned land,
located on North Parsonage
Road, which was purchased 25
years ago for the purpose. In-
cluded is an office and storage
space, as well as indoor plumb-
ing facilities, including a show-

er,
,/ -
>

Maslan said not only the vol-
unteers deserved thanks but
many of the contractors also
gave over and above, when
added work was demanded.
The list included Wayne Me-
Cutcheon, surveyor, Everett
Cass, site work, John
McNamara, bulldozing, and
Robert Curtis Building and Re-
modeling, which did the struc-
tural work.

The heating system was in-
stalled by Johnson and Dix
Fuel, and electrical work was
done By Dick Baril. Ron's Fixit
Shop did drain work and
Douglas Freeland installed
plumbing. Interior painting
was performed by Mark Dube.
Sentry Systems installed an
alarm system.

e
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Water Ei?éry‘where But...

By GEORGE LAMBERT

“"Water,
and not a drop o drink .

Residents of many Upper Val-
ley towns have had something
in common with Samuel Taylor
Coleridge's sncient mariner for
the ast few days. Their alba-
tross has been Lhe lack of dripk-
ing waler due to the recent
flood.

water everywhere,

Hartlord Okay

The biggest sigh  of relief
could be hered Thursday afler
noon in Hartford when town
offlicials ok lo the radio o
amnounce that the water was
sale to drink.

“People have been very good
mbout 1L said town manager
Ralph Lebman, “We'se ha
number of inguiries but 1o com:
MQ'

Lehman sald the order to hoil
wiis issued becuuse of turhu-
lance cauted by runofl in the
White River Junction system
and beeaunse the well that jerves

Quecher arem was under
the rampaging waters of the
Oftanquechee River. “The Wa-
ter Resources Departmoend  in
Montpelior suggested that we
order W boil because
they didn't know if the river

hnd woﬂw(l into the well," he

explained

Tben- d been grumbli
the Wlllhuu Tally Howse
taurant in White River Junc
Uon, especinlly on the part of
bius passengers who discovered
thut the restaurant was without
waler and couldn’t operate Its
solt drink machines. The jocal
pvurle know  better, officials
snid,

I Trouble Spots

Roads Out

Windsor: County Road

Hartford: Jericho Road

Route 4: White River Junetion
to Quechoe exit of 189,

Plainfleld: River Road, below
Robert Earl residence, Free.
man Hoad, from High Hope
Farm, Old County Road., north
of Black Hill Feur Cormners.

Plainfiold Bridges: [ Hol |y

Meridan: Underhill Road
Cornish: Townhouse Road
Water Must Be Boiled

In Royaltom, Fairiee, Brad
ford, Meriden,

To the north in Fairlee, th
slustion was much the shme
t Selectman Maurice Roberts wa
patticulurly awnre of the bol
order beonuse he operates |
restaurant. At his Fairlee Dine
customers still aren’t being ol
fored water, punding the arriva
of test resulls from the stal
health departomemt.

“II & customer insisty on wa
lor, we give Il W uwn;"' Rah
erts said. "We tell them w
think It's ckay pow hut ths
wo haven't got tests to bock
It up.*

The Fairles system developes
problesas becituse of runoff an
turbidity, Roberts sald, Voter
in Fairiee will be asked to ap
prove 3 bend lsspe later thi
month to Mnance improvement
to the water system,

HBradford Problems

The Hradlor® waler syitem
which had been plagued by Jov
nrwtum nm wnll n ponrlanullla
sloee
trouble, ‘ﬂu wilcr pressun
“back up.' sl admbstea
tive officer Herbort Hoffman
’Tht p«m!e can drink all the

s long as they bol
u " !lotl'mun i that Deen s
erows Were

(Couumtd xn Page 14)
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Rain washes

out roads
in Cornish

By EDWARD HURLEY
Staff Writer
CORNISH — Torrential

rains over night and this morn-
ing washed out ronds in Cor-
nish, forcing police to close
them to through traffic today.

Lang Road near the Plain-
field town line and Town House
Road, Dingleton Hill Road and
Sunset Strip Road were all
closed because of flooding,
Windsor Fire Chief Lewis Gage
said. Windsor dispatches for
Cornish, whose crews were out
in full force this morning.

Along Route 12A from Clare-
mont to Cornigh, motorists had
to contend with water over the
road in several locations
caused by runoff from hills to
the east.

Just past the Cornish-Wind-
sor Covered Bridge on Route

12A, mud and rocks from the
bank slid down making, the
road nearly impassable — “a
real mess,” according to the
police scanner,

Emergency personnel in oth-
er towns reported no serious
flooding but were keeping a
watchful eye.

In Claremont, Jarvis Hill
Road and River Road were
flooded this morning by several
inches of water, and a portion
the road on the hill going down
toward Cornish was washed
out, according to a report,

The rain has caused n few
minor road problems in New-
port, Public Works Director
Larry Wiggina said this morn-
ing. He ndded that if the wet
weather continues, then there

(See FLOODING - Pg. B)
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From Page 1

may be some flooding in lower
areas of town.
On the other side of the Con-

necticut River in Weather-

sfield, Windsor, Springfield
and Bellows Falls, flooding has
not been reported.

‘Springfield Fire Chief Ernest
“Puggy” Lamphere said this
morning that his department
hasn't received any calls from
residents to have their base-
ments pumped out.

“The Black River is OK but
the Connecticut River is get-
ting high,” he said.

Chad Illingworth with the

JUST HOW DEEP? — Cornish resident Bucky Demers stands near a neighbor’s home on

Bellows Falls Public Works De-
partment said there was no
flooding this morning but he
could not guarantee that would
last,

“It depends on the weather.
We have been cleaning out
catch basins as a precaution,”
he said.

The worse part of the storm
should be over but people can

gshowers on and off

again until Saturday, accord-
ing Mark Breen, a
meteorologist with the Fair-
banks Museum in St. John-
sbury, VL.

Though it doesn’t usually
rain for over a week in the
month of June, Breen said, it is
not unheard of. But is is un-
usual to have the heavy, driv-
ing rain that has plagued the
region.

A low centered over the
Great Lakes will move very
slowly east during the next
couple of days. In its wake
there are more lows moving in
from the west. This scenario
will continue to produce surges
of rain moving north across
New England over the next
several days.

e b
0 N - -

TownHouse Road in Cornish this morning, where water was flowing across the roadway
following heavy rains. There were several reports of washouts and flooded roads in the

Cornish area. (Wayne Carter photo.)
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WASHED AWAY — Megan Thibault, 2, the daughter of torrential downpours, The rushing water cut som
Randy and Debbie Thibault of Cornish, points to the ditches of up to six feet deep into the road. (Wayn
damage done to Sunset Strip Road by yesterday's Carter photo)

Heavy rains destroy roads
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should .
be done
today

By RYAN FRANCIS
and ED HURLEY
Staff Writers

CORNISH — Anne Tracy
sat in a chair in her front
yard yesterday afternoon,
watching her dog bark at
everything that went by —
including some of the road.

Tracy is one of a few resi-
dents on Lang Road in Cor-
nish who saw a portion of
their two-mile road wash
away in yesterday’s torren-
tial rain. The asphalt, con-
torted in every which way,
looked like it had been
ripped apart by an earth-
quike.

But highway crews work-
ing until 10:30 last night
and were able to reopen
Lang Road as well as
Townhouse Road, Dingleton
Hill Road and Sunset Strip
Road, all of which were
closed yesterday, Road
Agent Thomas Spaulding
said lnte last night.

Crews were out this morn-
ing to finish up the repairs
but the roads should pretty
much be back to normal by
the end of today, Spaulding

Rt C

REPAIR TIME — Work crews yesterday repaired the damage to Town

House Road

in Cornish near Dingleton Hill Road where water flowing down from the hills cut
ditches into the sides of the road of up to 100 feet long in some sections. In some
places the rushing water carried away the dirt from under the road causing the
asphalt to crack and crumble. (Wayne Carter photo)

said.

The 87-year resident
Tracy said she heard the
storm early vesterday morn-
ing, but stayed in bed, think-
ing it would end soon. She
figured the gheep on her
farm, Tracy Homestead,
could wait an extra hour
before getting fed. But the
deluge sent a rush over wa-
ter down over the road pull-

ing it apart and washing
away the ground under-
neath. Now Tracy had no
way out,

“We won't starve,” she
said as she patted her dog.

The only thing she may
need in the next few days is
feed for her sheep, but Tracy
was confident friends could
retrieve it,

Cornish Fire Chief Nate

Cass said yesterday the wa-
ter came like a deluge. Lang
Road will be patched in cer-
tain spots and fll will be
brought in for temporary
passage, Cass said. i
The flooding was basically
held to one side of town,
Cass said. Route 12A and
Townhouse Road also re-

(See WASHOUT - Pg. 8)
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WASHOUT

From Page 1

ceived
damage from the storm.

The damage to Townhouse
Road and Dingleton Hill Road
was the worst Townhouse Road
resident Leon Fecteau has seen
in about 40 years.

“There was huge, deep
ditches to the side of Dingleton
Hill Road. If a car fell into one
it sure wasn't getting out,” he
said.

But the poor state of the
roads didn’'t keep Fecteau in-
side. He went to Windsor to go
shopping yesterday afternoon
but admitted he drove very
slow to avoid going into the
ditches.

The destruction of Lang Road
began just up the hill from
Peter and Jean Burling's
house. The torrential down-
pours early in the morning had
removed, in some parts, one
lane from the two-lane road,
leaving gaps in the pavement
measuring five-feel deep and
five-feet wide. The raging
“river” that flowed down the
hill dumped mud onto the Burl-
ing’s land into the pasture
across the street. Jean Burling
said they had to remove the
gate to get the horses that were
blocked in. j

“This is a fragile bit of road.
It is a big mess,” she said.

It was not until she tried to
bring her son to school at 8 a.m.
that she saw the damage. With
Townhouse Road closed, she
could not get to Cornish
Elementary School to drop her
son ofT before heading to Clare-
mont District Court where she
is a judge,

Later in the afternoon, while
the road was still in disarray, it
was a sharp contrast to the
serene picture of horses and
sheep grazing in the pasture
while a small brook quickly ran
by the road. Even up the hill, a
deer galloped across the street
with no worry of vehicles mak-
ing their way up.

That peaceful setting was in-
terrupted by the faint noise of

town construction trucks work-
ing on other roads in the area.
The only vehicles heading up
Lang Road were bulldozers and
front loaders and even the
rough terrain made them
cautiously climb the road.

Sunset Strip Road also has
its share of problems. Rushing
water washed out two sections
of the dirt road temporarily,
confining residents without
high clearance vehicles in their
homes. One of them was James
Jordan who said this morning
that he wasn't able to get down
his road until 11 a.m. yester-
day.

He said he probably could
have made it out earlier but he
didn't want to take the chance
since he didn't have anywhere
pressing to go to,

The washed out section on
Jordan’s side of the hill head-
ing towards Root Hill Road was
only two or three feet deep. But
the one on the other side head-
ing towards Tandy Brook Road
was perhaps six feet deep.

Jordan said he thought the
culverts were overpowered by
the tremendous flow of water
coming down the hill.

Many of the problems
stemmed from debris getting
stuck in the culverts, which
prompted the runoff to find
other outlets. The water eroded
the dirt underneath the pave-
ment, eventually collapsing the
asphalt. Farther up on the hill,
the road becomes dirt and that
portion actually made out bet-
ter with only some erosion of
the shoulders.

The water ended out flowing
over the road washing out the
grading on the other side and
in some cases the road itself. In
one spot on Townhouse Road
approximately 75 feet of the
shoulder was washed out and
an even larger 100 foot section
was eroded as well.

In some locations there was a
five to six foot vertical drop
down to the Mill Brook because
the rushing water carried the

dirt and rocks of the hillside
down into the brook.

Lang Road resident Kay
Wegner woke up to the sound
of thunder at 6:30 yesterday
morning. After watching the
rain continue for more than an
hour, Wegner and her husband
left for Hanover. They narrow-
ly got by Dodge Road in Plain-
field to West Gate Road onto
Route 12A. She said they had
to pull some of the “junk” off
the road to get through.

This is the fourth year she
has lived on the road and can
remember a slightly similar
situation a few years ago where
Dodge Road had received dam-
age. She credited the work the
town crews conducted a few
years ago in keeping some of
the road intact in this battle
with the rain.

Spaulding said he hasn't
seen such damage since heavy
rains in 1973 wiped several
roads. But he added that there
really isn't much the town can
do to prepare the roads when
the rains were as heavy as they
were yesterday.

Fire tape was stretched
across the road at the Hayward
Road intersection, prohibiting
anyone from driving down
Lang Road.

Cass wanted Lo caution
truckers using the back roads
of the conditions.

Claremont also received
damage to its roads. Work
crews tended to restructuring a
portion of Jarvis Hill Road yes-
terday afternoon. A part of the
east-bound lane had eroded by
the heavy rains.

Meteorologist Tom Hoyt said
there are two recurring jet
streams over this area that are
likely to remain through to
next week. There is not ex-
pected to be any more major
downpours in next three
days, but it will remain cloudy,
m and humid until next
week. It may dry up next week,
Hoyt said.



Kebalka of Comish looks at the wreckage of a bridge that spanned a brook that ran under his driveway,
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ashouts Temporarily Close Some Roads

By DAN RICHARDSON
Valley News Staff Writer
JRNISH — The thunderstorms that have
o the U(s»per Valley during the past week built
crescendo yesterday morning, causing numer-
inor washouts that temporarily closed sggm
v,
ency.
tensive flooding throughout the state led to
een's emergency declaration, according to a
release from the governor's office yesterdacﬁ.
eral counties were under a flood watch,
ing Grafton, the release stated.
rhaps the worst hit Upper Valley town was
h, where two washouts closed Town House
, & major artery between Routes 12A and 120,
Iso destroyed at least one private road.
as living here in the '73 flood. That was dev-
on. This is tolerable,” said Bonnie Kebalka, a
sh resident watching heavy equipment fill in
nles on Town House Road.
road was undermined as sofl and gravel
the pavement was washed away in at least
laces, said Jerry Baillargeon, patrol foreman
New Hampshire Department of Transporta-
oad crew making the repairs.
washouts occurred at about 7 a.m. when
flowing over the road carried away the bank,
ndermined the pavement, Baillargeon said.
rashout occurred several hundred yards from
Percent Solution, the other was farther up
ad, Baillargeon said.
ut 20 state workers were on the scene yester-
fternoon, and Baillargeon said they would
he road reopened last night.

Kebalka's private road, off Town House Road,
was also washed oul as was a bridge on the road
that leads to her house. The bridge was smashed by
a powerful torrent of white water. The normally
gentle stream, violently swollen by recent rains,
roared through a gash in the dirt road yesterday
afternoon. Bridge beams and a culvert could be
seen casually tossed high on the stream banks.

The Kebalka family's house was not threatened,
however, and neighbors had let them park their
vehicles at their houses.

“I thank God everything turned out good,"
Kebalka said about lhe?;ck Mﬁa and damage
to 3(;{mes there. “We're just
lS ."

Three other Cornish roads — Dingleton Hill
Road, Sunset Strip Road and Lang Road — also suf-
fered minor washouts or high water, but were clear
and open by the evening, according to a Cornish
police dispatcher.

Several roads in Woodstock were temporarily
closed Monday evening or earlier yeste ay, but
had also been reo as of yesterday afternoon,
police said.

In Hartford, half a dozen roads were affected by
the storms. Clogged culverts caused a washout
behind 25,000 Gifts on Route 5 yesterday morning,
as well one on Red Barn RoaJ in Quechee and a
mud-flow that temporarily blocked Old River Road
near the C & S warehouse in White River Junction.

All Hartford roads were open by late afternoon,
saldlé\dikc Lavalla, Hartford's director of public
works.

“What happened in most of these areas is that
the volume (of water) just overwhelmed the ditch-

ul that everyone

es and culverts,” Lavalla said.

A meteorologist with the National Weather Ser
vice in Burlington said most of the Upper Valles
has seen about 3 inches of rain since Friday. There
is now good news and bad news, he said — the rain
is expected to continue, but in lesser amounts,

“We'll have a couple more days of thunder
storms and showers,” the meteorologist said. After
a break on Friday, the forecast calls for more light
rain through the weekend.

“I wouldn't expect more than another inch or
50," he said.

Bill Dodenhoff, the Connecticut River operations
planner for New England Power Company, said
river levels of the Connecticut River and its tribu-
taries are high, but not higher than during many
spring run-offs.

“We started with some very dT conditions, so
the vegetation and the ground soaked up about an
inch and a half or s0," he said. "The runoff wasn't
as severe as it could be."

According to figures from the U.S. Geological
Service, the White River at West Hartford was
flowing at 5,680 cubic feet per second, compared
with a long-term mean flow of 808, as of yesterday
morning. And the Connecticul River at West
Lebanon was flowing at 19,900 cubic feet per sec-
ond, compared with a mean of 6,000, Other area
rivers were also higher than normal, figures
showed.

No major rivers are expected to overflow their
banks, Dodenhoff said. The problems now may be
with small brooks and streams, and localized flood-
ingdif particular areas see heavy thunderstorms, he
sald.
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Cornish Highway Agent Tom Spaulding, far right, presents m% Phil Webster, of H.P. Fuirfield Truck Services,

for installation of plow equipment, when he delivered an In dump truck the town purchased from S.G.
Reed Truck Services of Claremont. Looking on, left to right, were ghw:'y?pmp)byoo Paul Gozw'oy. and selectmen
Bacty Diogee and Bob Mastan, (Rutls son Library Album

Rollins photo)
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Dump truck rollover affects Cornish budget

By GEORGE CHAPPELL
Contributing Writer

CORNISH — A long-run-
ning debate over purchasing a
new truck or trucks for the
highway department has been
complicated by an accident in
which the town's 1990
International dump truck
rolled over while sanding a
road in freezing rain,

What to buy and how much
to spend are still unresolved as
annual town meeting dead-
lines near,

The selectmen have to
decide by Monday whether to
recommend the purchase of a
road grader, a new dump truck
and a road grader, or a dump
truck while postponing buying
4 grader until next year.

“The "90 International truck
is till a dark horse,” Selectman
Larry Dingee said Friday
night.

The issue seemed to have
been resolved two weeks ago,
on Feb. B, when the board of
selectmen, the finance commit-
tee and the capital equipment
committee, in a joint meeting,
decided in favor of recom-

&a'a'x li_:n."
mending the purchase of a new
rond grader to replace the
1985 model the town is using.
The decision set aside consid-
eration for buying a replace-
ment this year for the 1990
truck, which is used for plow-
ing and sanding.

Selectmen then placed a
$165,000 article on the town
meeting warrant for the pur-
chase of a new grader. The
money was to be taken from
the town's capital reserve
fund, and no money would be
taken from taxes raised this
year,

But then came the accident,
the cause of which was attrib-
uted to the road conditions,
selectmen said.

At first they thought they
could repair the truck, but the
insurer said Thursday that the
truck would be totaled. But
selectmen don't know the
amount of the settlement for
the truck or its status as sal-
vage. They would like to buy
the vehicle back from the
insurer, repair it, and put the
truck back in service for
another year or two.

Feb >4y 2e0®

On Friday, the selectmen
met again with the capital
equipment committee to open
dealers’ bids on selling the
town a grader. While the bid
prices were supposed to have
been the focus of the evening,
they became almost a footnote
as the discussion centered on
what to do about the truck and
the grader,

Selectmen early in the
meeting were encouraged as
equipment committee chair-
man Larry Duval opened three
bids from dealers for the grad-
er. All three prices were less
than the amount the board
had put in the warrant article.
A bid was not accepted until
the specifications of the
machines were reviewed,

¢ Nortrax Co. of Springfield
submitted a bid of $115,000 on
a new John Deere 670 CH
model.

* R.C. Hazelton Co. Inc. of
Hopkinton, N.H., submitted a
bid of $117,500 on a 2001
Komatsu GD 530. The price
included the trade of the old

grader.
* Southworth Milton Inc. of

Concord, N.H., offered a
Caterpillnr rond grader at
$134,970 that selectmen said
i85 better equipped than the
other two muchines.

After reading the bids,
selectmon realized that they
had as much as $35,000 left
over from the warrant article
amount to use toward doing
something about the 1990
International.

While some at the meeting
wanted to place two articles on
the warrant, even though it
meant spending upwards of
$200,000 for n new truck and o
new road grader, Dingee and
Maslan held their ground on
desiring to stay within the lim-
its of the capital reserve plan,

“I know you don't like to
empty the account, Larry,”
Fred Sullivan, a finance com-
mittee member told Dingee,
“but sometimes you have to,
This is one of those times."

Committee member Mike
Monette at one point criticized
Dingee for not wanting to let
the voters decide.

“It's my job to stay within
the reserve fund,” said Dingee.

“No, no, no, no,” replied
Monette. “The peoplo run this
town. You're trying to play
God.” »

Fire Chief Nate Cass, a
truck operator in snowstorms,
has made his feelings known
about the 1990 International,
hefore and after the accident,
calling the vehicle “junk.”

Cass put his feelings nside
Friday and advised the com-|
mittee and the board to follow
the advice of road agent Tom
Spaulding: Fix the 1990 truck
for this year and buy the new
rond grader, thereby keepin
the expenditures within th
limits of the $165,000 warran
article.

The group will try to finc
out by Monday how much th
insurer will pay to settle th
dump truck and return it o
salvage to the town. Then
selectmen will try to find ou
how much it would cost to
repair the vehicle. "

It all has to be done hy
Monday afternoon, the dead-
line for posting the warrunt for
the March 12 annual town
meeting,

|




Blocking of a town road debated in Cornish
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ROAD CLOSED — Brian Meyotte stands by the barrier he erectod on the class six por
tion of Skyline Drive in Cornish. The agtion has spurred controversy with selectmen.
(George Chappell photo!



can sink a foot into the wet land, where he slowly began Not too long after his return
By GEORGE CHAPPELL ground in places. There are ver-  building his home. thcuwunlnsoflocnlintau
Contributing Writer nal pools and wetlands in the Mayette, who is self-employed  in “mud runs” or field event
CORNISH — Town officials interior. as a computer consultant, has featuring sport utility vehicle
and a local resident may soon be The road is about 15 miles set up his home to be run on  driving over soggy wooded road:
at loggerhoads over private bar- long and extends from a point wolar power and has a  in mud season. :
riers put across class six public near Meyette's driveway to satellite dish to him to “They were up the
ronds, Nowport. The rond used to be  nccess to the Internet, a feature roadn,"Moyuttenidathemm
Skyline Drive resident Brian called the Cornish-Newport important for his work. He is a mndmug'andmdk!
Meyette and the board of select- Turnpike because it was the bachelor who enjoys his privacy n't have a chance to grow back.
men have placed steel cables shortest way to Newport. in the woods. Plainfield was the first towr
across the beginning of the class The son of Peg and Joe “Before | moved here, it was  in the area to adopt a8 mud sea

six part of Skyline Drive just W'“ former police chief like the wild, wild west up here son ordinance. Meyetto said he
gtm Meovette mh; mloaudl St California : Wenid.‘lm fox i pu hearing
I i 3 ki A s Meyette said. *] once saw a - i
feels his gction is j:x?t?nud young man and moved back to  up with a keg &.nd 10 people in ~ Other towns followed, and

because the town's response to a the area 12 years ago. Hebought  the back of truck drive Meyette testified at them all. .
1992 ordinance that closes the 40 acres next to his parents’ through® “He did n very positive thing,
class six roads to ofF-highway — ——
ional vehicles has been
lukewarm.
Selectmen  disagree  with
Meyette’s  action, however, | Cornish  Selectman  Bill
because his action impedes Gallagher said recently of
landawners' access to their prop- Meyette's efforts for the ordi-
:ﬁyy i:ht:w area. Selectmon :ﬁid nances.
to inspect the site this When the ordinance in -
coming weck. Comish was passed, most people “He said we were negligent
“I think we should go up and didn't care about it or were because we weren't taking care
tako a Jook at that cable on against it, Meyvtte said, adding of the portion of the road to the
Wednesday” Selectman Larry that officials’ indifference to the Reey fmte,” Dingee said. “Wo said
Dingee said at the board's regu- ordinance continued until this 0, because it's not a town
meeting Friday night, year, when First Police Officer
“We cannot deny landowners Douglas Hackett said his The town turned to the New
access to their property regard- department would enforee it. Hampshire Municipal
less of the time of year,” Dinges For a long time there was an Amdnﬁm&rrlmlhdpa.nd
said on Friday. ongoing discussion between the Wwon the case. The court denied
“A landowner does nat selectmen and Meyette that the Meyetto's claim, stating that
have the right to do that,” class five part of Skyline Drive snow-plowing alone does not
i goes to the park gate, Dingee imply road
Mdmshmwmb:hl- said Friday. Dlmhmmu‘:id Onu:;ﬂdv ‘:ﬁ
ance trying to protect a Then, two years ago, Meyotte M"w". odm. 3
madﬁunuwngh . took the town to small daims m&mmmm
protocting ights of property court in Claremont because of roads.
OReN: said. Comnish's refusal to maintain “He uses the example of the
Under the ordinance, class six the class six part of the Skyline aand of the Society for Protection
roads, which are town-owned Drive. He sued for $2,000 to of New Hampshire Forests,
roads not maintained. are closed recoup his expenses for taking Dingre said. “There are gates on
and between March 1 care of the road that he thought Dodge Hollow Road and at the
and July 1 to protect vegetation should have been maintained by "'g?fwm‘l
on and around the usually the town as a class five road. ngee said there are no
unpaved rond surfaces from traf- Opposite Meyette's driveway affected 'ﬂnd‘;'gm within the
fic during mud season, Meyette is n gate to Corbin Park, a property, and the town has keys
SayK, 26,000-acre preserve that tran- to the gates in case of an emer-
Meyette, who campaigned scends town boundaries and e
persistently 10 years ago to have overlaps into the towns of
the board of selectmen adopt the Croydon, Grantham, and
ordinance and went on to testify Plainfield. Because the town had
at public hearings for class six once plowed the snow on Skyline
roads in towns surrounding Drive as far as the Corbin gate,
Cornish, has stretched n steel Meoyette considered the plowing
logging cable across Skyline | an act of road maintennnce. =
including the one placed by
Meyette and one by the Comish
road agent, are strotched across
the road barring access to vehi-
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&?msh acts
against threat
of ‘mudders’

By GEORGE CHAPPELL
Contributing Writer

CORNISH — Class six roads,

the senior citizens of local byways,

received o little tender loving cane
this week from the board of select-
men. The class six category refers
to former roads that nre no longer
maintained by the town but that'
are still public ways.

The board recently visited the
class six portion of Skyline Drive
to inspect privately placed steel,
cables aeross the entrance. A 1992
town ordinance closes the closs six
roads to off-highway reereational
vehicles during mud season.

Selectmen removed an unau-
thorized "road closed” sign from a
tree next to the entrance of
Skyline Drive because the sign
was not in accordance with the
town ordinance, Selectman
Willinm Gallagher said Friday:

The boeard then drew up a stan- |
dard “road closed” sign and sub-
mitted it to town attorney Michael
Fuerst for approval. The new sign, &
which was approved by Fuerst,
will be posted on all elnss six ronds
in town., Gallngher said. =

According to the new sign, any-.
one violating the ordinance may -
be fined up to $1.000 and huld
finanecinlly responsible for any
damage done to the ronds,

Class six ronds are closed and .
posted between March 1 and June
40 W protect vegetation on and -
around the usually unpaved road
surfices. Before the ordinance,
was adopted, there was o lot of
local interest in “mud runs” or
field events featuring sport utility
vohicles driving over soggy wood-
ed ronds m mud season. “They
were tearing up the roads”
according 1o locul resident Brian
Muvette, “and vegetation didn't
have a chance to grow back.”

Meyette, who campaigned 10
years ago o have the board of
-.oloctmm adopl the ordinance,

had closed and posted Skylme
Drive. Selectmen disagreed with
Mevette’s  action,  however,
because it involved a private citi-
zen closing n public way, and it
impeded  landowners' access o
their properties off the rond and
made nccess by emergency vehi-
__cles difficult. ——




Scenic road status sought in Cornish

By GEORGE CHAPPELL
Contributing Writer

A local landowner wants the
street where he lives to become
designated a scenic road by the

N ¢ w
{_‘ Cornish Hampshire
Department

of Transportation.
But the scenery of Leavitt
Hill is not uppermost in the

\»

mind of Charles Aiken of 401
Leavitt Hill Road in Cornish
Flat. Aiken said he 15 more
interested in the maintenance
of his road than he is in its
SCENETY.

Charles and Patty Aiken
have an ongoing beef with the
local road agent for failing to
act againgt the perpetrator
who trimmed brush on the
upper roadsides and dumped

the trimmings in their yard
more than a month ago,

Aiken sees a state scenic
road designation as a stronger
enforcement tool than a local
ordinance that is not enforced.

“I don’t like the way the rond
is maintained," Aiken told the
Cornish  selectmen Friday
night during their regular
meeting. “It's been a month
since I visited you, and noth-
ing's been done.”

Following his initial com-
plaint a month ago, Aiken told
selectmen that Cornish Road
Agent Tom Spaulding had
assured him the brush would
be removed right away.

“That brush still hasn't been
picked up,” Aiken said Friday.

Spaulding, who happened to
be present at last Friday's
selectmen’s meeting when
Aiken arrived, had just fin-
ished explaining to the select-
men that his crews had been
chipping brush on town roads
all last week. The workers did
not have time to get to Leavitt
Hill by 3 p.m., the deadline for
returning the brush chipper to
its rental agency in Claremont.

“That’s fine, and I want it
done on my property” Aiken
replied,

“I sent the chipper back”
Spaulding told Aiken. “I'm
sorry.”

“Next week [ have to pay my
taxes,” he reminded the board.

“Sorry doesn't do it to get the
road trimmings off my proper-
ty."

Selectman William
Gallagher said as far as he
knew, the scenie road designa-
tion offers protection and lim-
its what a town can do to a
road. Excessive brush trim-
ming could be a violation, for
example,

He said he thinks the
Whitten Hill Cemetery and
Saint-Gaudens roads are des-
ignated as scenic roads.

In any case, there is a state
law that lets towns designate
scenic roads through the town
meeting process, Selectman
Larry Dingee told Aiken,

Dingee said the scenic road
designation would require a
petition of 25 residents to get
the question on the annual
meeting ballot, Then the desig-
nation would require a vote of
the town at town meeting, he
added.

The selectmen assured
Aiken they would investigate
the steps to take in establish-
ing Leavitt Hill Road as a sce-
nic road.

Meanwhile, Spaulding said
he would send a crew to the
Aiken property to remove the
debris left from the trim-
ming.

George Chappell may be
reached by e-mail at
gehap@sover:nel.
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A passing grade
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Paul Goowuey, un employee of the Cornish Town Highway Department, cleans dirt off the lower blade of the 200
Galion grader the town just purchased. The town purchased the grader, » 2002 Galion made by Dresser Cory

of Tennessve, from the manufacturer’s dealer, R.C. Hazelton Co. Ine. of Manchester, NJH., for a net cost ¢

$110,000. The purchase included the trade-in of the town's 1983 Galion, which was bought six yoars ago with a
insurance settlement when the town's 1881 Galion burned, (Robert North photo)
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: GANE UTTON PHO
ROAD WORK — Hob Kibbie, & five-yoar veternn of the Cornish road crew, grades the ruts from Burr Road in Comish Flat Wednesday.
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Highway Crew standing i front of the 2000 [ntermational Dump
Truck,

Left to Right: Paul Rheaume, John McNamara, Roger Gilbert

Dan Flynn, and Gary Spaukhing

From 2009 Town Report

(3%



WAYNE GREY BECAME ROAD AGENT IN 2013

THE FOLLOWING ARTICLE IS ABOUT HIM ALTHOUGH

IT FOCUSES ON HIS ACTIVITES AS

HEAD OF THE CORNISH FAIR




Cornish Fair Wayne Gray









ARTICLE ABOUT HAROLD MORSE

AFTER HIS DEATH




VaLLEy NEWS FLE PHO10 — JENNIFER HA

Harold Morse lets his dog Roger back into his home In Cornish in late 2008. Morse, who served as Cornish’s road agent from the

es 1970s o 1994, enjoyed driving the town's roads with his dog after he retired,

By Steve GoRoON

Highway Department

Cornish ‘chong Committee

For the Valley News

CornISB — Harold Morse liked to drive the
roads of Comish very slowly, his old dog,
Roger, beside him, his old pickup ambling
along while he
checked out what
was  happening
around town. He
hud the look of a
man surveying his holdings, which in a way
wasn't all that far off. Harold Morse, who
died on Aug. [7.at the age of Bl. kind of
owned Comish.

1 met Harold in 1983, a few months after
my wife and son and | moved to town. Early
that winter, my wife became concerned by
the amount of titne it had taken the town 1o
plow our dead-end dirt road after a snow-

HaroLb MoRrse
1935 —2016

storm. She went straight to the highway

garage the nextday and tecked a stern note to
the door. addressed to the road agent. “Dear

Mr.Morse, ..." It probably was a risky move
for newcomers to town. but the result was
that Harold pulled into our driveway a day or
so later. and by the time he'd left, my wife
was charmed, we had hired him to plow our

Vauey News FLE ProT0 — GeoFF Ham
Cornish Road Agent Harold Morse explaj
a proposal lo pul $15,000 in a reserve fu
for highway equipment during Town Meeti
in Comish in 1993,

long driveway that winter (it was one of |
side businesses). and we'd gained a friend

That was not unusual. Harold was the fi
acquaintance or friend of many people n¢
to Comnish over the years.

"So many people told me that when th
€irst moved to town, Dad was the welcomi
committee,” Sherrie Bulkeley, Hurold's ol
est child. said. "'If somebody ncw moved
town, he was going 1o drive by til he m
them.”

Harold was one of the disappearing gene
ation of elderly Comish residents who'

SeAlyre—4









Harold Morse
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