
                                            Cornish Historical Society 2019 Meeting Schedule 

May 14,2019 Tuesday 7:00 PM “New England’s Colonial Meetinghouses and Their Impact on Society” 

   New England’s colonial meetinghouses embody an important yet little-known chapter in American 

history. Built mostly with tax money,they served as both places of worship and places for town meetings, 

and were the centers of life in colonial New England communities. Using photographs of the few surviving   

“mint condition “ meetinghouses as illustrations, Paul Wainwright tells the story of the society that built and 

used them,and the lasting impact they had on American culture. This program is sponsored by the NH 

Humanities Council and will be held at the Cornish Meetinghouse, Meetinghouse Dr, Cornish Flat,NH 03746 

 

June 18, 2019 Tuesday 7:00 PM “ 20th Century Cornish Farming and Lifestyle Practices “ 

   Jim & Sue Fitch and Martha & Dean Zoerheide will share recollections of their grandparents’ early 20th  

Century Cornish farming and lifestyle practices. They will show some of the tools and equipment used in 

carrying out the seasonal tasks associated with animal husbandry, food preservation, transportation and 

communication at a time without modern conveniences. Audience members will be encouraged to add their 

own recollections in order to pave the way for us. This program will be held at the Town Office building at 488 

Townhouse Rd, Cornish,NH 03745. 

 

September 10, 2019 Tuesday 7:00 PM “ The Cornish Slate Quarry “ 

   John H Dryfhout, Cornish, NH resident and retired Saint-Gaudens NHS superintendent/curator; will give a 

presentation on the Cornish Slate Quarry located on the original lot acquired by Revolutionary War veteran 

Simeon Butterfield in 1799 and now inside neighboring Corbin Park. The Slate Quarry was active from at least 

1805 until the years before the US Civil War. Dryfhout will relate how the slate was used and is found today in 

early Cornish graveyard stones; manufactured by a succession of shops along the Sugar River in nearby 

Claremont, NH. This program will be held at the Town Office building at 488 Townhouse Rd, Cornish,NH 

03745. 

 

October 8, 2019 Tuesday 7:00 PM “ Fiddle and Song from the North Country –Traditional songs in English and 

French, and fiddling in the Celtic Tradition “ 

 Becky Tracy (fiddle) and Keith Murphy ( voice, guitar, mandolin, piano and foot percussion ) 

   Becky and Keith are dynamic performers of traditional music from Newfoundland, New England, Quebec, 

Ireland, France and beyond. Becky’s fiddling pulses through dance tunes and resonates with beauty on 



traditional slow airs. Keith’s expressive singing in English and French is balanced by the drive of his guitar 

playing and foot percussion. Combined, they produce a range and richness of sound that is striking for a duo. 

There playing is seamless, the result of years of playing together and touring across the U.S.,Canada, and in 

Europe. This program will be held at the Town Office building at 488 Townhouse Rd, Cornish,NH 03745. 

 

Please join us for any or all meetings. Meeting reminders will be posted on Connect Cornish and local 

newspapers which will include any venue or time changes. Questions call (603 ) 477-2844. 

Cornish Historical Society 
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