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" BIRTH '' of the Cornish Fire Department 

The Birth as Bernie Job11son pul it, of the Comisu Fire Depar1men1 got its 
start during the Second World War in 1942.

A hand drawn pumper was purclmsed by some of the folks in town, This was 
a two wheeled cart that was pulled by two or more srroog men. This pumper 
.so called was a water tank filled with a container of soda/acid solution to 
give the wnter pressure when it was released. How long it lasted or 
whealher it could be recharged on site, I have no idea 

Along with this pumper there was also the Buckel Brigade that you saw often 
at fires. Of course the buckets were only useful if there was a source of 
water close to the fire. 
The pumper was kept in the garage of Evarts Brown who owned the store on 
School Street across from the library. This is rthe yellow house on Lhe left side
of the street. 

AL about dus same time {1942) the Town took possession of a 1934 flat bed 
Chevy truck for back taxes. This trUck was used to haul logs and belonged to 
Jessie Deming who was one of Ollf Selectmen in Town. ( 1927-29 and 1957-

60) 

With this truck Ellsworth Atwood and Jobn Tewksbury built a wooden body 
on the truck and Harry Hunt found portable pump for it , then they added a 
250 gallon tank for water. With some fire hose, they were ready to go. How 
much water the pump flowed ts anyones guess. Even with a small pump lhe 
water wouldn't last long. 

To purchase I '1/2 inch lire hose the liretigbters held Card Parties and raised 
enough to buy 2000 feet of hose. Harold Dean made a nozzle for the hose 
and no doubt this was a straight bore nozzle. 
I have no idea wba1 the card parties were or how many Town ·Folks got 
involved. 

ln 1943, the Seleconen appointed Ellsworth Atwood os" ChtefEngineer". 
Today they are Fire Chiefs and the Engineer is generally the pump operator. 
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lo May of that year they chose officers and set up by-laws to govern the 
departmenL These By-laws are sliJI used today with very few changes. 
The frrst officers were Leonard Lovejoy, AssistanL Chief., Benjamin Lindsay 
as Captain and Myrl Kidder as 1st Lieutenant. TI1ere have been six Chien; so 
far in U1e Department. There was Ellsworth followed by Duane Allen, Scott 
Keams, John Rand. Mike Monette and Nate Coss. 
The Department started with abo11t 36 members, most of \Vhom lived in and 
around the Flat area. Ten of these guys purchased their own fire coats and 
the Town bought eig)lt helmets. TI1is meant that they could get closer to the 
fire than the others. 
Today our gear consist of a Bunker coat and Pants [$1500 to $2000 J Helmet 
and face shield ($200), Boots {$130 to $150), Gloves [ $40 to $50) and 
Hoods at $30 each. Needless to say its not cheap to outfit a Firefighter today. 

For grass and forestry type fires we wear lighter helmets and yellow Nomex 
shins. We make sure that we have dungarees on and work type boots. 

From the beginning and up to about the early 70's the Firefighters were paid 
when they attended a 6ro. With a smaU budget this limited Lhe Department 
as to what they could spend for equipment. 
Eventually the members chose to abolish the pay system and be totally 
voluntary. This allowed the budget money to be used to purchase and replace 
wommrt gew: 
Some of the old timers didn't like this idea and one by one left the 
department. 

To Ibis day oo firefighter gets any pay for aLtending a fire ,training or any 
other function. We do have a training fund for anyone who goes out of town 
for Level I trn.ining or lo perhaps pay someone to give a class to the 
Department and most wiU give their time for the sake of the department:, 

Starting about 1951 the Firefighters and their wives started raising money to 
buy extra equipment. They started by having a wt1eel of Chance al the 
Cornish Fair and then about 1967 started a food booth at the fair. The food 
boll1 went o.n for 15 to I 8 years some of which were shared with the Rescue 
Squad. l.J1 the late 70s they started running Brngo al the fair and arc still 
doing so to this day. 

In 1953 the town voted to spend up to $8000 for a new firetruck, Asearcb 



turned u_p 11 1952 Ford Pumper with a 500 gallon tank and pump. This was 
the ffrst commercially built truck in Comish. This truck was in use when 1 
[Dale Rook] joined the department in 1969. This was not a custom truck. 
Most department design their on trucks to fit their area and then find a 
company to build it 

Tb.is pumper was housed in one eod oftbe Highway garage in the Flat and 
then in l 962 they added a boy to the garage for a second truck. The 
Firefighters did all the work after which lhey retumed the $900 back to the 
general fund. Th.is kind of volunteerism has been going on since day one. 
Their second truck was to be a tanker to haul water. A truck was found in 
Sweetwater, NJ. and brought home and outfitted to be used as·a ranker. 
I have no idea what the cost of this truck was. 
However, Sweetwater, as tl1e tnnker was called. got cracked up in the late· 
60's responding to a barn fire. lt seems that Pappy Atwood missed tbe oomer 
on Rt 120 by Konnie Kousmans in the fog a foUJJd a large pine tree in its 
way. Pappy didn' t get hurt but Sweetwater needed some help. 
Lt later became a farm truck for the Broken Ridge Farm. I hauled a lot of hay 
with this truck up out of the Flat and from tlie fields wliere tile Plainfield 
School now sits ... 
Sweetwater got replaced by an old 1943 GMCAir Force LO wheel drive 
tariker that Paul LaClair got tlirougll Civil Defense _program. We have had a 
number of tankers since then. 

During I.he early days, Communications was just one step a11ead of smoke 
signals, reiuly it was all through the telephone system and this took a lot of 
time as most were party lines. 
Originally someone in need would caU the Chief's home and Bllsworth's wife. 
would run across the road to the garage and Ellsworth would sound the 
siren. Of course only those with in hearing shot would respond. Now comes 
the phone calling. rt really took time to get a crew together but they managed. 

Then about L 960 a Red Phooe System was put in that rang three phones at 
the same time. There was a Red Phone was at Atwood's, another at 

Thomtons Store and one at Phil Reynolds. 
When the dial system came about every tbing got easier. There were less 
party lines and you could direct dial so two or three women could make a lot 
of calls in a short time. 



Along about this time we had fire calls going into Claremont Fire and tb.ey 
would call ~1e Red Phones. Also three ofus purchased Plectrons which we 
would receive a ton and message from Claremont as to a fire. This made it 
possible to have up to six people respond in shot order. 

Today all the Firefighters carry a pager whic"t1 we can receive a tone and 
message at the same time. We have come a long ways over the years. 

ln the early 80's the Department decided it was time to build a new lire 
station as we bad more equipment th.an we could house. At the time we were 
using a barn on Parsonage Road for two of our truck$ and bad two others at 
the 'Flat station. rt wa~ getting time to move on. 
We decided not LO give up the station in lite Flat but to have a second one 
near the center of town. The people in the Flat wouldn't let us give up U1e 
Flar station. 

Dwight and Roth Wood learned that we were looking for some land and they 
came forward and donated the land where Station ! now stands across the 
road from the school. 
We then increased our efforts with Bingo to raise money. We also let people 
ln town know what we were doing and in came a lot of donations. By early 
1984 we felt we had enough to build a fire station. We were able to build a 
two bay station with a meeting room and two offices, one of wliich was used 
by the Police for a number of years. 
This station was built al no cost to the taxpayers of Cornish. 

ln 2004-5 the Cornish Police Department added space to the building giving 
them a large office. private room, storage and a garage for tb.e cruiser. 
This was also done without tax dollars. 

As for fLre trucks, we did have a few used trucks and in I 972 we took 
delivery of a new pumper bujlt in N..I . and we have bad new trucks since 
then.. Most pumpers have a 20 year life span and then get replaced. 
The pumpers are funded through the Capital reserve Fund and the 
Association generally fund all other equipment with monies we raJSe, 
donations and n1onies the Ladies Aux. raises. 

Our present line up includes a 86 lnternational pumper, due to be replaced in 
the near future, a 95 International pumper, 2003 Mini pumper , 2005 tanker 



and a utility pickup. 
For a few years we had Claremonts old 194S Seagrave ladder trnck with a 75 
foot aerial ladder. For most of U1e guys this was a monster for them to drive. 
This was p~ly due to I.he fact it was older than they were. 
When it turn 50 years old tl1e insurance company said no more and getling it 
tested was bard to do nod costly. The truck wen! back to Claremont to be 
used as a parade truck. 

1n 2004 we applied fora federal grant and received a grant for $105,000. 
With this money we purchased al.I new self contained air packs with spare 
bonles and masks, all new Bunker gear for each member and a special 
washing machine to wash bunk.er gear. This was a big boost for Comish. 
Some of I.he old gear and air packs were given to small departments in need. 

Another grant allowed us to purchase new forestry water packs, forestry hose 
with all the fittings and tote bags. These are known as forestry mop up kits. 
Tl1c water packs replaced t11e old Indian Cans that have been around forever. 
The packs are- much 1nore comfortable to use 

There is an arm of the fire department I must tell you about and tllllt is the 
Ladies Auxiliary. They got tl1ere formal stan in 1969 and tl1cir goal was to 
raise money so tha1 we could buy more equipment and replace old and worn 
out equipment. Over the years they have donated over $40,000 towards 
equipment andjusi- last year gave $20,000 toward our new station in the flat. 
There second goal was to bring hot coffee, Bemies homemade donuts and 
sandwiches to any large fire in town. they also, on occasion have bad 
breakfast ready for the men after they were up all night fighting fue. At the 
present time there .is ten members in the auxilial)'. two of the original 
members are still very active, tlley are Bernie Johnson and Judy Rook. 

In 1994 the department developed a "Life Member" program. lo be eligible a 
fire fighter must attain 25 or more active years in the Comish Fire 
Department. So far our roster include.<; Leland Atwood, Tim Bannister., Peter 
Decatur, Robert Hunt, Andy Kuhre, Dale Rook, Robert Rice, Dave Wood, 
John Rand, Nate Cass, William Fitts, Lee Baker and RobertMaslan. It's not 
unusual for someone to join the dept. and stay IO to 20 years or more. 

As a result of the 911 disaster we received a lot of donations. ft was felLthat 
the best use oftl1is money would be to create ascholarsh.ip program for 



Comish Students. The Fire Association and Ladies Auxiliary together operate 
the scholarship. The scbolarsWp is lbr $500. We have given a scholarship 
grant for the past six years. 

2007 saw us take down the old highway garage in the flaL and make way for 
a new fire station. Agam this was done through fund raising and donations 
and not througb tax dollars. All the work was done by area contrac1ors. This 
$400,000 plus building was erected for about $250,000. This is the "Comish 
Way" 

ln December last year we were able to move our trucks back in even though 
there was some work to be completed. Comish Fire Department averages 
about I 00 calls a year and last year 30 of our calls were for mutual aid to 
other low11s. Of course there are times when we oall tliem for assistance. 
There was a time when mutual aid calls cost a town a lot of money because 
they were billed by any town that responded. today if you are needed you just 
go. 

Some of the major fires in Comish 

1896 High Court 
l 923 Harlakenden 

Emma Lnzan1s 
Winston Churchill 
Willirun Beaman 1926 Blow-Me-Down 

192 7 1-Ii Uside Creamery 
1927 Cornish Inn & Store 
J 929 Fecteau cabin 
1930 Barn on School St. JeSsie Rollins 
1935 House Ferris Johnson 
1937 Barn Joe Brooks 
1944 SmaU studio at St Gaudens 
1945 Davidson house in the Flat 
l 947 Kibby's D1111ce Hall on Burr Rd. 

Platt Rd. 
Rt '12-A 
Rt 12-A 
RL I 2-A end of covered bridge 

Comish Fial 
Townhouse Rd. 5 deaths 

East Rd. 1 death. 
Rt. 120 SouU1 

1953 Forest rire on Croydon Mt all summer 
1969 King Elm farm Rt 12-A South 
1970 Trailer fire in Jonesville I Death 

The Oaks on Freeman I lill, Plainfield 
William Balch's home on Rt 12-A South 

1973 Barn Fred Sullivan East Rel 
Howie Marks garage on Rt 120 



John Dryfout's b.ome on Dingleton Hill Paul St. Gaudens's 
J. D. Salinger's home 
Mast.lands on Rt 12-A Nonh 

2003-4 Welkers Barn on RL-A above J 2% store 

And there were many Mutual Aid Calls in Claremoru, Wmdsor, Plainfield, 
Merideo and Lebanon. 

So ends a brief history of lh.e Cornish Pire Department. 











J ne nrem <'n were restrtC't<"O to tnl' 

11 " <' oc hand chemicals, and t he buck et j 
lines . hut it wa.« found that tltei r en­
flna vo r to quell t h" fl:tmcis were useless 
a nd they content r:t.l<'d efforts to save 
as much of tbe iurnlture as possible. 

Some va l ualJle l'l lrl pieces of furni ture, 
pain tings of g r, u t value and other 
a rticles w e re c-:-t rT ied through the 
flame anrl s moke l,y the braver o fthe 
volunte<>rs . 

I l:t l'lakentlen n , rn:sl on, I ht' last word 
:n Ke w IJnglnu.J ,-umm<>r res iden ces, I 
"L'L'11 Jl il-il :.i p liu.'• .. n 1111 t•i< ta tr of 700 
11(' 1'""· 1:el tlng- b·u·t- from t he turnpike 
1·11nnin~ from , , 11 di-or to l\l e riden, N. 
H .. Iii ing 11·r ll I ,, 11 f r·nm th<' eye!< of 
t r~ ,-,,11 ,, ,.,. h y tt h . ily wootkt.l fores, o f 
, .:,k n n t1 p in e. 

It c>,mt.nin Pd 111 room!<. 1G l'l f whl,•h 
w er e :slN'r> ing t h:i n1bcrs on tile uppe r 
floor:<. 'rhe h ou,-.e wtis or hrie k c·un ­
,;tn H' l io n. t wo :<I ,r ,es hi g-h, it s frout 
o vei-looldng th <' Connect lcut R ive r . 
wl1 i lc two app-roadics from the m:i i n 
roadway led to It !' ,·e:tr e ntrance in the 
ren t r<> of two w ing-s. The house. in 
its s te rn si!1'1pli<'ily, bore oul the spirit , 
n( C'olon io t dn v" 

P rof i,ssor D~w. ,i. French iustructor 
a t Dartmou lh; the w ife o f Justice 
H in,l!\ of New \",, ·k: George R uble e. 
n otr<I New Yorh ;, ·• orney, a nri member!< 
of the Slacl o fam il, wl're among t hose 
whc, a :clcd Lhe •'lp11·c hiils in removina: 
the furniture a 1 ,1 111 h e1· bel ongings f rom 
th e wings of t ll r t,nus<'. 

The house w:r s f ll ll)· ins u rC'd . It was 
C)Uite we lt und.,r;;toorl that the music I 
room alone was p n 11·idccl for in a spec- I I 
iul insurance p olicy for S-l:i,000. 
VI. ,.i,._.._ -., '-...,..,. ,~ ..... ....... ..,,,._ , 

M 1·s . Lucy :.\I. Lc,vin h a>< cl c-;.-cd her 
hnu:se fl l\11 gon • t , Spr in i.; fiel<l , l\ftl S!S .. 
to vbft l\lrs . . Jl'1J11 i.; 'l'aylor ::1.ml M,·,;. 
E. P . \V:irrJ f1> r , , f ew d:i :;s an<! fl-om 
U1e1·0 wlll i;o t" 1 ' tovoland, U., to spc nrl 
the winlo r wit h Mr. and l'lrrs. Arthur 
Qui m by . .lll,·s. J;u b Foste r anti chlttll-e11 
1n h 11 h a ve spen1 l h e ,;11mmP1· wilh h1•r 
nt U h l'r, lif~s. J,Pw ln . started on Frida)· 
fo r tho r<!turn t1i 1, to Globe. Ariz. H e ,· 
l·uslx 11vl wlll nu Cl ller in Stamford, 
Conn .. .in d I fle) v, 111 v1s1t a IJrothtir. Ur. I 
1)1•;i t1" F ost~r. th,tl ell)' fo r n i<ho r t 
time ,1.ml n rrtv , 1 f:lnbc about Lid. a,. 

011 \ Vcrl1v,,.;1 I It t . ·,, ~I rs l,ury 

1 t.cwin enter to u I u• ltlllth h er nephew 
,m,1 w ife , ))r. 11r I ~I r.;. \ ,t:•o r n:l~nbo. 

l 
'Vl l h o the r reh.q ,, , "'· D r . ,u,a Mrs. Ram­
bo wiU s oon j, 11,·nc, ucroRS rt. · <·outl-
1,ent : o vis it h1;; parenui, lt r . nd '.llrs. 
\.Villlnm Ramb,, !n \Va,.111ug1,ua, n l !he,! J 

. ·- . ~LAKEI~DEN 
~ ----., NOVif iN RUINS 
Famous Estaie of Winst-00 Cbnrc.h:11 

Author, at Com;sh, N. H., Burned 
To the Ground Saturday. 

"Ha rla k cnd<'n," 11,. , f a mous s umm<'r 
h<'mc of W 'n i<ton 1 ·1,11 r chill , auth or , and 1 
fo1· several summ• t· ~ens un,c th<' home 
nf P res ident Wo('dn w 'Wilson, bu rned 
to t h e g round <',irl) , n the afternoon of 
Falurday, Oetob, ,. 1: . while- volunrncr 
fire d opartm cu t s :,n I prominent mcm-

1 b e rs of the ::irtlst · coJnny of Cornish 
s tood by p o werless to slop the destruc­
tion. 

The fan1ous aut hut and his son, John, • 
iogeth".?r with S h pt,en fln rrlsb. m em- I 
bers of t he Sn int t ::tudcmi f am ily and 
othe rs, i,uccced ed in can·ylng nu t fur- j 
nitnr" of p riccl e s , ·n lu ,... when they 
rN1lizNI tha t thet r c·fforts l n s top th <' ' 
f i r f! w(·rc hope les><. The da1nag-e is cs- I 

I t l'l t:l tl'd a t b etwc,·n $150,000 and $200,- 1 
I 000. 
I Th<! fir<' s tartc,1 n t about noon lime· 
In n l:i.r i;t· firopl. i cr• in n silting room 
on th r fi rst Ooor while the family was 
:it Jun<' h eon. lt !Sp,·, ·ad rnpitl l y rtncl the 
fire uepartm en ts uf \;,;,ind:so r nnd Clarc­
nw nt. N . H ., were c,allctl upon fo r as­
si><ta nce . 

IJ.-c,. u<s<' of t.he Iw cuIln r const ,,uction 
I of the house. It w as w ell nigh impos­
sible for the flr"mt•n to pump wa.tcr 
f rom t he Connectic u t River, the surface 
of whic h l ay !JO f,,,-t below the house, 
which s tood on n ,,Jiff.Jilt!' cmin!'ncc . 

A b u cket brig:id, of promin<'m a11-
"tbors, artists an~! sc·nlptors w ~ R Cormed 

I 
whlla the firem<'n \\ ere <ln!<hi111,· to the 
s c ene from lhe t hree towns. It wa,; 
n r1"c s S111·y to C'? n·y thP wal er from 3 
pnlnt a ha l f m;Jt· a way. 

I fl y ,t o'cJock in the afternoon the 
h t1i lning was In ruins . 

1 T ho aut hor a1 11l h is f n,nlly will oc. 
I c u py u1wlhor rel>i<.llncu. Cirn r..:hill's lnu, 
I there' . 

I Churchill, :i.uth or of. "The Cri«if<," 
"Conn!ston," an•t nther famous book !<. 
wrore sever>'l of his b e,;t kn\nvn n ov els 

I a t Harlakendon. 
Most of t he personal belonging s of 

mcn~hern of th~ ''1U,chill fa m ily wer e 
savet.l, it was undl'rstood. 

M rs. Chu1·ch ill \\':1s aw:-ty a t thP- tim~. 
1e 10useba...,~n oct:upied-b;--t-htt­

author a nd hls s on. John, [01· the last 
wr-ek. ___L 



CORNISfl INN AND STORE 
CONSUMED BY FIRE WHICH 

THREATENS ENTIRE TOWN 
Claremont Apparntw, SUlll!llOned by 4:00 A. M. Call, 

Pumps Wat.er for H6ura -Before Conllagration la 
Brought Under Control -· - Light Fall of Snow 
Cheelc1 Spread of Flnmci-Aulhorities Investigate 
Origin of Fire_______ \ ~ :i., 

'I In• 11H11irh, , '01•1tf ,ti tun :i ml • U1ul n ,1,111.L t.";olll1t11oit flclAYtd tJlf'l 
,111tl1ul)tlJ.1,1r-,, lvi,rf'lh(:1 with Utt,) •~1umi.u uJ, tbo focal fi r t uiun, T11«­
l{i111"rnl .:1Lu1t1 nuO Unh"'tl '$Lntei\ LcJl 111110 tuu w,us mudc ,nthln :u; 
Jlo~:. om,,,. POl\!luttrtl lty F:', P, or 110 rninl&t~ t,µt 1!1rir nrrivnl ,,..,,. 
OroWTl, t,..H..b ,dtunlt"tl lu lhL' hehrt il1C1 hulldi11p oot.l , ~1)' curutum,.J. 
or ~arnt,h Flitt. 1e.-,1 1\1ill'"' (,i,!'11 1%, -wh11\ WH"" j111 1"r'yfn:g- llu1.,rtt 
fi lo1't)ll~v11t, wwn ltJS-nll)' ,h llu)'t.'<I • 1,ul•ln IHI' l,llrni~ut 4tmlwiai over 
1, ~, 1, n~c.~llur 6.-11 .,,1 Jy fhl-. thu ,,1.th11 1•u111mu11il)', hut 1l1.10 u, H 
1111urnl~ whfrlt 'or ~ l111w tJu ,-..1.l• hritl t•ul >-uV~1'U 1ow.-: "'41UHl1 t.hc 
t'Ottr 1111)' l'li\U'~ \.~ lllUillllh;' «<1tf1 or leffi•k"flC:CA W\!fll :tUfntiWhn\ 

J\ rtt.U WllU r,,1•t h't' tl u.l rmu (ltOlkNmL 11·11~ ,d.ight rnin of ln~t. 
o·, l~1J{ ,1t th~ nuthnl 1-'II" St•· ,•vun1m;. l.,.irt•fluJr witt1 111.- ff{l.r,~ 
1.i1•1t 11 1111 Ulu 1';iO-~t1ll(l!I 1111111"4'"r ,1•1u1nfl Q( this rnornini;-, 1m;txd>lv 
JuHl o nutnl,Ot' .. , '1tttl11 u, hwhut •tt\UJ n mu~U hU>m stthHls c.011n1.) • 
h1u ,\ '\l,rt:u1t l~111(111•"IH" ~,h,.,rl!ltrn Amlkm1 wl!Or c.:t,u1cuuml.!tt ltt~t 
11111( t :11111omh. ~\ 1•1\" t"t!I 111 ltw i J'lj''l'll. or Jir~ nt1/u1 r1\llll\ 1111d flromnn 
•t 1•111• 'Thht \1iu~ <1f ll r HMJh'i.l •1111y,J w, 111,nl J)ort In !lllftt;(Ulll'd· 
1101 tlltl 11l1•m ht \\·n11 m ,,,u,•p,rt~ !lU I)\<- 1'l•ll!lt111Ut;·. 
~,.11, (1u' 111•Y1 I, livn 11<+11 , !tt•Jily• A hul'!Jk 1"l11millu ll1 rmic)1 lltu 
111c 1 ~iiu Un11 .. 1 ,1( hv• ,, "1111111 \\f\oti• Ji'ff\t t111J,/ilit1i1l Lhe f1UutJ1ur ,·•ll!1 
l'll· qJ 11111,11 U1tJ ln1111111w ru11 JwAU·t·. 1r five u'••IQCfi.: tw,, 1:-nfhl 

'TIii' l111t, wllit 1, w11, l111lll lW\,ul t.tl'eunos \\l~r(,I, 110111" 1•fTr.dh••· "-.,,-11 
l~!t )\'ilf'\ ,la;,) 111111 i.11fd l!1 !l ¥tdf Ou ,,_.U1H,o,1~-.!hin.: 1.,0 l,ttr-t1h1t- MIIII~, 
inilwh h,111111uuk, wu ,1w11r,I 1,1111 rit11I hy t'i){hl O'i:-hx·l1. lhc 11ri1 WII • 
t11:t.11i1l1t1! hy Mr t111,J. M....._ .A. J' lm.,llh,hl U1uhW ci,m.1•111. Slli,rLl,Y 
ftttYI' M111I rrund>• 1'1111\l1,,r:. at u(h•r ninr ••'duck I w 111mnhli:ri11;: 
l.1111 CoM0)1 w,,,.,, "hf,. 111 ,,.v,• v111)1 l'mh111•1 \\ f,.ln .1 11r11t'tumlf) 1111 1 nnd 
11 fl.M tit lilu•ir t"'l'Nuul t, luui,;irtU>, tt,1; 1,~1 •h•pAHttit nl !1\il:rl1.'tl .1.1.1 
whlh• M, l h 'ulA•II 111,.1,,,11,1,,,I hi 11,,1 11h h 11ft lh 11n11,11 r1,otJ,,n 1~ rtj lu1n-"/t '"J¼h,lr ,,u.:...rll)1.1 '\ w:s.~ 10: Hi t..nur 11111 u 111111111 ,1t1wu111 ul t 111\'t•1·11· v,; 19u 111 tr.,n:ut 111w1 tl tll npJt,uut1..1,1 
011•111 1•l~111tlrt)! (, " ' '' 111 1•,,., tJf- i-t-t.,11,,~J tn _111c 11t:1lluu 
fiN:. Mr, n 1.1vi1 tllh- 01h111m"" t114 T>uring the hel J:¾1~ 11f IJ•u Oro 
tlhmt, t.l t.llc •·t. t.t-r hullJl••n,. ""•'ii!lh • Lwt• J'1...'f!(dl'rtCC!l- 0110,:hl fh'\!, !;ut. 
11111 ~ ,,, • ., ;t,101111 ,.,,111 lM'1011 1J'lwj l''"~ ox-Uh,W-f,b"'I 1J(lruro t•uwfrn;:: 
nl'•' 4"f1V1•r11cl hy unt} v IMl11 ur IIV1Ur 4 o n_\ ,hinmcC.. 'rh• lm1 l,uili!ir1~ra 
,Uh:• . 1•1't"I of \\lllleh I .1.1111Ht11! tu WCIC ('Qlll ll<IM.f:I f;( n 1irfrlt ~(ltlnJ;t! 
th11 n ,uk•ula ti:. I', 11,·,1~·,, b, i,.,I hl)l,lrtt tr, whkh lhr- rnl'.!-111 pµ.rr., flf 
U111\ hi• 1•mnctrty t<,10 ·11,, wu.h lhu h•,ktl wil~ 28 f'.'! 1>11u11 wnM Join. 
ti•Hhwu. \\"i1b .., 11h1•1I " 11\~ar l1o1!; l~ 1:tri;e k1ru; turµt: r,1~11 j"h11d 
,rn,nou .,nd \'n11 unl r 11urU11li)' 1rtnP"(•lt,,I r11 tlto \t'' licr:alcf.l,,orc, ,u1d 
tN1, Mt,I ,,y 11»11111,111111 1;11Yu-1 ... ,I 1111r.11l1.1r ,:lied;. 11ml oul11r 

'l1ltl Uto, whtdt wuu 111 ,11\'111,.,1 hui.lillU,:!1' , ,"'O :.ut,flm~hUC'rt, t hc­
ll(t.tl~· :,flf"i' Um:t: "'' !11th 1.,- ,Ur, ,,.,,l~~l'y ,u! ~I n J1n\'ifi1 wllu cun­

P1h1i~· J11J t1, \VN" twifiu t'\I 1v 1tn1 rtue ell 11111 (!lhl'ttn ,nt.-tA1-l11,11uu Lu,. 
1\1nl1• JHH't t,.f 1he. ln\1 ,d1h1h llt lhw. ,,·vtl'I M(elv rt•tnV~etl fro'rn thtl 
1•l'1~.11,111t \·n1 ur,n••1 ti flhK ,\ 1111•11 hy (,>JJ<'U '6f1NI. • 
n hlsth lr.Ylwl chu llnJ ,,1,1•tt1ul with I .At 1lj11 th11r flC 11,e: i.rri Y4*1 1~f ihe. 
~rt'M f'Ufthth> Jlhl 1l- .. ~" Uut -' h1rc.:I 1\1•, 111'-'fi .. t-i i:i,, 1,1' ht:MV) • 
.,.hMl wh1ltt bt-l'on, 1lw 11J1Ur'1 qriiu,, llhuJf:,,. <.i)lfil'll I~ 1't.1111l1U.iH l1de11 
nf 1,ulhllnw.11 lt(ul UJc &t111'u wSM JI t.orctl h1 llw Li 1l1 llni: IJIIJ-W tho 
tou1•h1g furuNt'e.. ll1f' 1w,,, .. •Tlf" ti- '""ti_.. h111\' ~r l hl\ ct"1-.; ,1\I\. 
Jui: ,toorncd i.nrnro .. t,tll 011111 fH! 1,11,I ror .n t.fom IH< dti 11111 fho fir.i1t-l ethl Lo h1> \.!t,'lnli .d J'lri S ulloo i~ hl\atT11foU1t: 
r,~,. 1\11 111•! t'<lmol•11 or l·hc hull>!-

\ v l'l!i>iJ1 J'lM lu ,,,1h1111L ON mer, 1hi~ Mtor111c,n 111-n 11 !ow 
ll!1hth1t 01ttii1u11onl ur (!,:u11ltAU1•n, i'U••1lh11.; brtdt W11l1"-
••o 1tu1t llic tin rt: ldf•(\l "' " ... \\'Ul't' It. h 111id1m1lm1>1l tA1>1l1ly 1\'mt f"'ot'­
i,u1·netnd or ~,Urd 111 U'H, <1(•1•m, 11i11h nuthnrillt!t will clint.luel 11n in· 
,•,)UM 110 11othlni:- but wiLLch the 1\10 , .,, ,,ti.,-.,..Lf<•rt h1tu th\'- orir..'ln a.r th~ 
llllf" H" r nuo.1;: r~Jln1n:cu..h11J~ _ 

Cornish Inn

















EAGLE TIMES. Monday, November 11, 1.914 J 

Comish fire house dedicated 
By RIJTll ROLLINS 
CORNISH, N, ll .• - As lhe ribbon 

was cut for the new tire station In 
Saturday ceremonfes, the depart~ 
meat responded lo a power line and 
tree lire on Olngleton Hat and retur­
ned eight mfnutes lat•r. 

Nearly 100 people were present •• 
the building committee, Randall K.e­
n_yon, tarry Dingee, Chlel Scott 
Keams and Robert Hunt, presented 
the key lo the billldlng lo Selootmen 
Mlohacl Yalsevltclt, Cheston New­
bold and David Monette. 

Th• rlbbon<utung wru; by Ruth 
and Dwight Wood. Cornlsltresldenlll 
ror more thon 70 years, who dof].ated 
lh~ Int for the struclure. 

An opening prayer by lhe Rev. 
Larry Tums. minister of the First 
CongregaUonal Cburcl,. Claremon11 
was followed by • brief history of 
lhe departmentby Dale Rook, presl­
den l or the Fire Department 
Association, who told ol rigging Up• 
1935 Chevrolet form truck with a 
25-0-gallon waler tank und pump. It 
had a homemade nmthr. made by a 
resident This was. Jh 19U .. 

'!be following March, Ellswoilh 
" Pappy"" A twoud was appointed Ore 
engineer !or !he town. a p<JSJUon he 
hold for the next :IO year.s. By-laws 
and a.n ordinnnce were drawn UJ> and 
th e volunteer depanment 
chartered, 

In 1953 the town voted to purchase 
a new lire trnck wllh f8,000 rafsed 
lor lhe pU!JlOSO. The new Ford 
boasted lhe largest Lincoln engine 
available and was used for the next 
23 years. llnally bcing sold to the 
Croydon Flrt Department. U is stUJ 
In service there as a spare. 

A second bay was added lo the 
Comish Fial slllllon ln 1961. It 
housed a tanker, dubbed "Sweet 
Waler•· lor the New Jersey lnwn it 
came from. 

In 19'1 lhe Comish Fire Depart· 
rncnt Ladies' AmdUary was lormed, 
wllh women alten helping at brush 
and grass Ora. The group cnoduc­
ted various fupd-raislnr. events, 
ral•ing more lban tl71000 toward 
equipment as well •• Curnlshlng 
relre,,shmC'lls at rneellngs and dur• 
lhg !Ires. Most r-,iUy lhe Allx· 

illary equipped the kitchenette area 
ol the new station, 

Another new truck was bought In 
1973 . . and • goat bom on Par,onage 
Rood remodeled by the men to 
create a second station for quicker 
response-IQ the west side of town. 

Throughout lbe years lund,raising 
events were held to provide 
necessary equlpmenL These In­
cluded operallon of the weekly 
5'lelal games and rood booths al lhe 
Cornish Fair, With the proceeds a 
1982 lnlernallonal tanker, tho 
materials and labor were provided 
wilhout "'!'oiirse lo w dollars. 

Former Cornish residents Nor· 
man and Deanna S1owell1 Crown 
Point Mfg.. Claremont, furnLlhed 
cablhels !or the kitchen : County 
F'lre, Hartland, donated a nre ••· 
tlngul!her, and balhloorn. mirrors 
came from Claremont Glass and 
Carpet Co, 

Cade.lie Glrls Scouts Tina 
William$ and j'dcllssa Longacre 
help~ serve relreshmenlt for the 
dedlcs!Jon. 

m.F.: NEW FIRE STATION, dedicated Saturdll)- la. Cor• gathered for the ceremonies. (Rutb Rollin, Pboto) 
nlth, Is • •• object ol admlralloo to the re1ldoni. who 









Windsor  Fire, 1979
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Bingo Buys Cornish 
New Fire Truck Body 

n} r,IT VOlillt" 
\'•II<) """'' t"c.me,fl""d'"t 

C'OR.'IISJI - llw C4tntth Volunu,,,r Firt1 DeJ,.,rtmm1 mu 
g"u, Ibo t""'n ., """' ho,, lruck clw.sls pun,lw;,d With 
mMey roiJNI from 1he "('Cid) BilU(O (tllmt, ap,r:;uel b} the 
d,opanm•.U 

n,e UIIJt lnlen•IIO<LII lrucll t'CIII ,11.s.o. occonlmg 10 
Fine ChJ~r Dw,.,.. AJl,•n. who pn,,,enll'<I lhc key, 10 the 
selectmen 5.ilunlo) "' u.., Comish Fbll Fone Stntion. 

"W< '115<' tht Ringo m~ Ill buy On, ec1ulpmc:n1 and 
k""!' !ht, t.u rtol• ~nwn, ,ab! All~tt "Thll lMk didn'1 <061 
Ow l•xpnymo • i:rnt ' 

'Thr (are JcP4rln1,tnl l<lnk uvt•r Uot• Bingo &4mc 15 
month.< ORO, n,ntonl( lht• l'<tni11meu1 (or JI 1icr yenr from the 
Cnrnl•h ~·111r ,1,.,..,lullcN1, whluh fonuorly ope.rnu,d lhc 
nnmc 

Bingo l'{un1nltl1•t• chalt111t1n MiC!hnt•I MonulU: nud mem• 
bc,M! 0111rlc,; Ailkrn nncl ~velyn Allun1 IUISi•ted by oUicr 
membc•n, of 1111 flr.• do1141rlmont, pul In 40 hour,; ulich "'Cclc 
In selling up nnd OJ.)M'~llnR II•• AJIIIW, nnd cloaning np the 
tuwn h•U allcrward,. 

·All lbe molll')· we rAI>~ ~lllyJ ngh1 here m l""'-n ' s:iid 
,\ltktn, • ,.,m,,·1 Ore' lltlhli•r "ho rtc•olly n•tJred. "We also 
""'some ol II !or unp,"(>\ rmmui 10 lhl- 1<11'11 ball, where the 
grun.,...,,.,1,,1<1 

Tl"' d.-p;irtmrnl ~loo tw purch.11'Cd a Smoke ~ter Alr 
Clunrr (or th, luwn hclll, •l • •- ot • n.e ll'\lek chlait. which will bet <'<ll''pped ,.,,111 a lanktr 
now c,. nrd w ,J,. to,,.n, 1<a, ~ lrom Ed's 
Equ1pmM1I ol Clarrmo111 

v .... , ·--- ...._ 1~ 
Cornish Are ChlCI OuJM Allen 
.nllJ)OOt• 1hn """' t.w 1n;ck 

Fire Department





























Cornish Fire Department











,gee, ot right 111 photograph at left, and Bob Rice align the frame of a cenopv over e seat for three flrellghtors behind the cab of wjat will be Cornish's truck.











































Full-text at History Center,
another undated edition





















































































►vemight Fire
1!a volunteer lirefighll!IS, lncluarng K'1111ball Union Flra Bi1gade member Peter on Olngleton Hin Road In Comish early lhls mon\lng. Smolder11
IDWell at far left, hose doWn 1118 ramal11S of a fira at Bradley SauS'llUe's home and bumed dOwn the traller he was Uving in. Story, page A2. 

Man Hospitalized Mter � 
Fire Guts Mobile Home 

By KA 'l'lill\'N NIEMELA 
Valley News Corrt1ij>Olldent 

CORNISH - A fire completely 
destroyed the mobile home and
garage of a Comish man. early yos­
tcnlay montlng and sent hTm to the
hospital, jilst four monlhs after his 
llHtory wood-frame home burned lo
lbe gro\lad, lbo �t or arson. 

BrQdley Sausvllle of Olngle!Qn Hill
Road, was taken to lbe Veterans
Administration hospital in While 
River Junclloo yesterday morning
and was �eported In falr oondllioo
yesterday afternoon •=nllng lo b0&­
p[tal admlnlslnltor Bob Ogorn. 

"He ts on in-p;ilient here and Is in
fair condition. l do not know when he
will be releas<!d," Ogara sold. "We'll
make Uuil dctumlnallon sometime
Tuesday." Ogara did not provide
more specific delnlls on Sausvillc's
condition. 

Tom Norton, an anvesUgator for lbo
state fire lllllBhnll's office who inves•
tlgoted lhe scene earJy yesterday
momfng. ,aid Sausvllle was trans­
ported lo the hospital witlt what ho
suspected was "some level of smoke
lnhalJttlon.'' Be said the fire Wl!S most
llkcly lbe result of "dCl!lOUUon ac:tivi-

lies" by SaUJvllle 
Soiavfik! ood a group of friends

were demoliJhlng lils former home 
Salw'day rt!jµil and burtilnl! life 1nm
down deb�is. A

S:
renUy lhe 8J'OVJldid nol fully mt I lbe fire and

Sausvllle atternti1e< to JM,1t It out Joler 
that night by lbrowlng snow on lbe
smoldertog ashes. 

Al approximately WlO Lill, yeslet­
dny, Sausville awoke lo smoke and 
fire In  his 20-foot-long JllllbUe home. 
Re left the home and went to a ll<llgb­
oor's to l!8IJ the fire dl!paril1)enl 

Jason Ml!:hael Gharbono, who hod 
shared the home lhllt burned in Sep­
tember wllb Sausville, bu been
Indicted for attempted murder and
arson, according lo Nortan, Ohar­
bo.oo's case is �. Norton,sald. 

Court rec.ords mdicate lbat
Sausvllle had asked Charbo110 to
move otil or his Honie and lhe two had
foµl!hl over lbe use of Ute telephone. 

Aller U1e liglll, Sa115vllle said he 
beard a cllcldog.&0und In lbe ballw;iy
and found a wel oUy substuco an lite 
noor. Court roconls also indicate that
Charbono lold SousvIDe "Wo1re all
going to dlo," ns be 5truck a lighter lo 
a flammable Uquid. 

Valley News, Jan 16, 1995
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Bernice Johnson CHS Album, Oct. 28, 2004
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CHJEF fROMPAGEAI 

fu,· r uu, department ; hij ,Hid. 
O<!forc roovlnµ. ovc1• lb lli<I 

f'irc ,,u1mrm11.,nt 1 GogL~ w1,11 

pre,<ldl!lll nr lh• Cur11J,h 
8-ue Sqund fur nbuul Ii•·• 
yruu,;. 

& bJlS lw•n chlor or IJJo 
Windoor l)epnrtmunl for l\ll<>\11 
tho 1 .. 1 1.2 1••n 11nd .. 1u ,,,. 

lu1• ~elm lllak} 1,, work wilb 
1111\1\Y 111),l<I 11n1i lnlented JlO'Ople. 

... h1•w• Yt"t1tk~ wnh ..,,,tlk~ of 
tho '"-'"' t>•~•lllu ~ • .,,. llw lnot :Iii 
y,,a,.; lw ""'ii •1 d1·~pl)' 
f'f'ltJ)l!cl ,•,lCh kHIJ 1'!\ll!J'Y .UHi ur 
n,y ooll1°.111u ... • 

R~l.lirt1u1u11i vvUI n,,, ,.,NI: 

Cn~ lnu.dl\•, tfr pl•1111 lo pur-

, uo his inl(!J'011< in ll•u h!8Wcy 
~r Gcttyabur~. G«Ne 11nd h11 
wifo bu...,. liud n long wL1t11dlnij 
inwresi in the Oi,1I WilT bot tlo 
;cit<. Md luwe 111v~n lou,. brul 
lb- th"1'1!. 

•rm not I.Ju, kind of !(UY who 
is umn. II) be &11tlslleil 1cltln1 
Jhno lwtt nnd llum going homo_ 

ta sh on o Cl)uch," Onge 111ld, 
Gnu• iutld " "' wou.ld l lku to 

do rnoro tt.'30nrch, writ() und 
UVOII IJIVO ioGL\lrt!I< on 
Oot~-tburg. 

Damien Fl•hcr can br 
ri,aeh~d al 1·800-IS46•0341 
ut, }39, or by • -mun al 
d(,.h , ,..,011l~llm<,1.com. 















.1. .1..l. V ..l.J 
SERVING l'H 

oo,.r� ,umo 
Comhh Auhan• Fl,.. Chlof D,-1• Roolc, rtahl, h•lpt f"'ll In • n!5C\Je bo:u thU -od Ille Connocdcu< IU,,., for abou, an 
hour ar..,. """''l""<Y pcl"JIOl\nol _,,, lnlom,ocl of th,... man who had gone_ mlulna whllo <an1H:lns, Th• cl.i,,, I•••• wmt<I 
out to be (al.Jee, 

Missing canoeists claim false 
Police: Man who called in report bas history of mental illness 
By DMITEN l'lSUlffi 
Sudl'Wnl••r 

Enu �n�y puraonuel ••·tanned tht, 
r.oonc<tJC.µt Ri""r 1\w"'1'1) nl\,m,,on In 
,.,.,,.,It .,r ,h...,. "'"" wlio lwl n•1•>n•<lly 
i:ono missing whllu ot'I n ror\Otl Uip Ahoul 
W1 huur- nuu 1lw ..eu�h, Comh1h JJQIIDP 

J 
I, ·'"'"'I ii w, .. II G11lit• 

• Comish nlurm
/1, ,ll!,,yrnN>III 

Wint! • ..,., '""" ,•:ilhd 111tlln• n< 111 • ..,t 2:30 
p.m. clhlminj!' hll! brolhllr nntl W,U liifntl�
qu,t tukt,n n cn:nOP rmfo lh,• rtvrr h1 
Harthm,1 .,nd .,.,,., h"'ullnu to, Uw b.inl 
IJmdln� tu C..n,i•h. Thu num clninll�I tlio 
)Jo.it had nof bren • ,,n -1111V1• thut 12:ilS 
p.m

Catru,t, ru .... 51,'1 O.n1ul1U1 HfttkMl 
l&ld ht· l1>8Tllttd IM man hu • hi.1"'7 ,,r 
""'-Dt.l Jlln- ,rid h•lluc,rwtiaru.. 

"Jl., nipol1 about IJ,o haalt ,.,,. duo- ta 

hMI -1 d1tr�1ltlel wlum "'""' duo IO 
hi, 1._..,. oil' "' hi, mo,dlaitiam.' Hadu!ll 
...JJ. 

'111c fnllll! nlnnn tnJllll'red pouou offi<l'rt 
•nil n ,cu• 1<11u1dJi In Conmh and
l'llllulMd, u w�II"" lirodupnrtnmnlll &oni
(110/llmonl. Wmdsor n11d Hnrtfuml to begin
11n ,nkHM� lllllltr'dl oft.ho wnlt!�

•11 "'"" u �ign.11,ciutl llmUr)!CIIOY
l'M(Ktn1"'." I lockmt l!Bid ..Whllo, tho Contuih lleocue Sc1uud wn• 
pultlnJ.t t• Sl!Utcb IJCJt1t ootc, tu� rivur. the 
mnn wn1 wnt.dunu nnd looking ooti anto 
lh1 v.otcl' Ht• told lhl· Et11j/., 1Vm"• his 
hrolhlor "'"" vil!!littK rn,, 11 lllmplu ordoya. 

llo 1kl hr 61111 JICUl\:hc,cJ both Irides or 
Utt ril..-r fn,in H11111And lo Wlnd!Gr him• 
elf wh,,u lliu atnnc- did not tum up in 

C:oml•h. 11r lhm ou!l,d poll,:,,• 
Th• mun ,,111111,,d bis bn•U- WJt!O a m!J. 

It "' H'l•-nm wlM> hull ,et1,-.,d in 1,mi 
l.nokina nut to tlw nnr UlnJIQ;b Tuect<l •l•

�TD1n lh�tnan ,NI I,, tS11ff1rd tlw 
Wlnl 

·t ,.....,111 mllu-r 1h11 hffllh• r• 1,., •ho< "' 
than lhd," lh<· ~n ,..,d 

Whll, U.., C<,ml,h llhcut S.1ul.id "'" on 
tho ri,i,r. nrul hnvinR •n�m•· b'<n1hto, (lOI,.., 
w.-re inu..-k-win11 lht• 11111n II w , 1ht1i"11 
tbnt lnlt•rvl•"' IIUII bbl mcuU!I Uhtt • wn< 
diJl)ovonxl. 

llnck .. lt ;nltl h,, •1111lm In llw 1n11t1'J 111111• 
£1.v .uul ronflnw..J t.Jiu_l Ibo ltft1lh1,r "'rn 
nlh'll und w1.1l1 nnrl nnl In Com,.h 11w 
seon1h W1\11 ei,1h,c.l orr 1uul tl'!ff m,m "':.01 
tnkct, Inµ, llUJIW<ly 

1\ulld•U' <'<'fflin.11, llockr\t ,..,;,1 Uir mnn 
hnd f,.-n udm1ll,•l to Vnll•')' llo11h11u1t 
Jtu,.1>1t.AI 1n CLt.tt-wonc 1hr I 111111 lh1 ttl u1W 
ot.,mu.iol\. H�11 "'"' Ill' w1•1ld 1101 ,. 
hnnilffll! nn1 rllu"II'- M!l"lln•t 111111 k ti• 
6J.oo """'rt. 
aw.,.. "' I chnl'J1111R '""' 

hilt,," Jud., ll 5'<id 

November 23, 2005

























New Chief 
In Cornish 

CoumESY l't<OTOGRAPH 
Mike Boullller, second from 
right, was sworn In as the 
town's new fire chief on March 
16. Boutilier has been with the 
Cornish Fire Department for 
12 years, the last three as 
captain. Boutilier takes over 
from Robert RJce, second from 
left, who is retiring after three 
years as chief and 47 years 
with the fire department. in 
addition to friends and family, 
former Cornish Fire chiefs 
Nate Cass, far right, and Scott 
Reuthe, far left, were- at the 
swearing in ceremony. 

Va II., fv4-.,$" 
U./ 1 'i/ 18 , ' ~~ 
Cornish Fire  Department
Mike Boutilier
Bob Rice, Nate Cass,
Scott Reuthe




