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“ BIRTH * of the Comish Fire Department

The Birth as Bernie Johnson put it, of the Comnish Fire Department got its
start during the Second World War in 1942.

A hand drawn pumpcr was purchased by some of the folks in town. This was
a two wheeled cart that was pulled by two or more strong men. This pumper
.50 called was a water tank filled with a container of soda/acid solution to
give the water pressure when it was released. tHow long it lasted or
wheather it could be recharged on site, | have no idea

Along with this pumper there was also the Bucket Bngade that you saw ofien
at fires. Of course the buckets were only useful if there was a source of
water close to the fire,

The pumper was kept in the garage of Evarts Brown who owned the store on
School Street across from the library. This is the yellow house on the left side
of the street.

Al about this same time (1942) the Town took possession of a 1934 flat bed
Chevy truck for back taxes. This truck was used to haul logs and belonged to
Jessie Deming who was one of our Selectmen in Town. (1927-29 and 1957-
60)

With this truck Ellsworth Atwood and Jobn Tewkshury built a wooden body
on the truck and Harry Hunt found portable pump for it , then they added a

250 gallon tank for water. With seme firc hose, they were ready to go. How

much water the pump flowed s anyones guess. Even with a small pump the
water wouldn’t last long.

To purchase 1 172 inch fire hose Lhe liretighters held Card Parties and raised
enough to buy 2000 fcet of hose. Harold Dean made a nozzle for the hose
and no doubt this was a straight bore nozzle.

I have no idea what the card parties were or how many Town Folks got
involved.

In 1943, the Selecamen appointed Ellsworth Atwood as * Chief Engineer™.
Today they are Fire Chiefs und the Engineer is generally the pump operator.





















CHARTER MEMBERS

E.Hes Atwood
leonard R, Lovejoy
Benj. M, Lindsay
Myrl E Kidder
Allen L, Palmer
Newton F, Pardy
We,Ee Brennan

John E. Bayliss
Adelbert E, Arnold
Glen E. Parks
Harry Hunt

John F. lovejoy

Clyde laClair
Robert C, lLaClair

Arnold A Jacob
Wn. G. Bugbee
L.H. Pardy
Robert Rawson

FIRE DEPARTMINT
John M, TeWksb\lry
H.Do Witherill

L.H. Gerritson
Donald W. Cole
Maurice A, Batman
Kenneth T, Hunt
lawrence E, laClair
Joseph H, Brook
Howard Cassidy

CeWs Crane

A.Cs Thornton

John A, MacMillan
Harold H, Dean
Arthur R, Bailey
Charles S, Sullivan
Wendall A, Stone
Perley C. Welch
Fred Davis
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&Sarly in the forties, Dick Lovejoy the
Forest Fire Warden kept shovels and rakes
for use at grass and.forest rir8s but_they
weren't too effective for chimney fires;-
So it was that Selectman Harry Hunt began
to talk of a fire company.

1942 came and the town took for tuxes a
1934 Chevy truck equipped with logging
strups. John Tewksbury and Ellsworth
Atwood built 4 wooden body and Harry Hunt !
purchased a portable pump, A 250 gal, fuel
tank was added to carry water and we had a
fire truck. It's interesting to note that
2000 ft. of 13" hose was purchased with
money raised by the firemen at card parties.
Also the nozzle for it wus made by Harold
Dean,
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Cariton Assumes
- Charge ©f Probe

County Solicitor Hamlin Not Satisfied 'with Theory of
Kérosene Oil Explosion as Cause of Blaze. Which'
Cost Lives of Five in Tiny Cabin—Gruesome Scenes
as Officials Probe Ruins of Cottage—Stage Driver
Tells of Vain Attempt to Render Aid to Trapped

Inmates

Investigation into the cause of | added three vietims to the flames
the fire at the Gibson home on the | that swept'the cottage.
Cornish. Millroad at Cornish yes- The/fire.is presumed to havo
terday ' afternoon that clalmed the | started pL}out'unc o’clock in thq
lives, of tWo.women and threo chil- afternoo L
drgn- wag ‘continuing today under| Not eve the tragic fire at the
the: directfon of 'County Solicitor Balloch *Crossing - railroad - station
‘Howard H. Hamlin. | in .Febriary 1928 when four men
*-Solicitor "Hamlin* was awaiting were, t#tipperd.in’the burning build-
this aftérnoon. the arrival of Assist- ing’ equ illed' the horror of the grue-
ant Attorney General John P. Carl- some 't _ge(ly at this little shacl
ton of ' Manchester, before proceed-
ing .with.the-questioning of several
persons believed ‘to- have ‘been: in
the wicinity:of:the Gibson cabin at
-t 1, Xy b

kerosene flnil.exp]dsi_un in the. cabin

i ting that such * might | room:in‘thé average home.
;’:’:‘:1: i)[:’:l:\n thf case, the fact that Arriving at'the scene shortl_y'af-
no one of the five escaped although [ ter two K cloclk, Qnunty Soll(‘ltf);
egress through windows and a door | Howard _H.» Hamlin and Sherif
wasg but:a matter of a few steps| Emery Ba,Mor}ta were told that two
from any. part of the tiny room'was | lives 'hud; _begn lost .in the hlazle,
a sufficient cause for .continuing | Mrs. Gib§9n~nnd her infant daugh-
the.probo until this and gther pe- ;or Lmving heen thought to be alone

i el stances had been gone | in the cottage. .
;:r\i'll:)ﬂlrn:::t:rr:ughly. A half, hour later Medical Ref-

Positive

the remains. had been taken. Dr.|proach to the ruins.
Kingsford of Hanover, State path-

identified as:
. Mrs. Mercedes

daughter Elizabeth Ann.

liam Jr., aged 3 years. !
It is believed that Mrs. Talbot | of a child.
and her children on the way to dig

‘Mrs. Gibson, and this chance stop (Continued on page 4)

ff1c1als

Into Holocaust -

that trapped the five occupants and | no 'la‘;g\tgf,.t}ia_r‘) ‘the! s}lzg of a living,

identification of the|cree I P; Claggett,of N‘ci\wputrl,,

g 1 f the disaster
bodies was completed at an exam- | reached the scene o 2
ination this morning at the under-|and by that tllme tl}c fire had burn
taking rooms in Windsor to which|ed itself opt allowing a closer ap-

A few. feet from the place that
| ologist, Medical Referee F' P. Clag- | marked i:be door of O:he cottn{z.e‘ was
gott of  Newport, and Dr. A. L.|the body of Mrs. Gibson, while on
Patch of Windsor, conducted the|the ruins o( the bed cn}xld be SEOIE
‘examination.  The bodies were|the remhins of “the Chl‘l.|. Closer
examination; however, disclosed a
Gibson, wife of | third body that of ]u :vtl)m:n. 3‘!;:’
illi i ir year- investi rs immediately turne
William Gibson, and their year-old lt?‘xces“t";gj(tp::l;:temptingyto w4
Mrs. Bertha M. Talbot, wife of | lish the identity of this third b.u(.ly,
William H. Talbot, their daughter|but had scnrcel;t begun inquiries
Pauline, aged 7, and their son' Wil- | when those ‘probing the ashes un-
covered a fourth charted body, that

The métal wheels and frame o.t' a
dandelions had stopped in to visit| child’s cart’that had stood outside

|\

that he hastened to the Lindsley

to Windsor.

William Smith of TRed Water |
Brook road, Claremont, and Willis
Spencer,  passed  along the road
Mr. Barton had left

that they also went to the burning

They then drove to Windsor where
one of them loented Chicf of Police
Clyde Robie and told him of 1}

7k

Feet oy Dies
From -Bmg,af_s:pfs_tatg; ;
~ Emds Imvestigatios
Officials Fisid Fira mnd Deathi Do, Arcciae‘nu;l
i Causes and Credit Kerosene Qi Explobioh“*’l"heory

’—Investigatoxja Find New Airplane Amid Primitive
thiger ¢ Surro!{ﬂdlng on Fecteau Farm ' o = * )

7 T e k3

spread of. 17 feet, 'and’is eqtipped
| Wil]l' a 120 .h. p. Li]~Rijune'§ﬁtar};‘
air cooled motor. The' fusilage' i3
constructed of nmhognny—pl'y,:nnd

painted a' bird blue. The 'plang

Y Ak
A sixth, vietim ofthe fire ‘i’ the
one-room cabin on' the Corpish réad
Wednesday afternoon, wisiadded to
the.list'of fatalities today-with the
death at the: Claremont, " Gehepal
hospital of Robert ‘Fecteau, ‘aged
1135 ysenrs. : Tge l;loy'\' succumbed to |weighs 695 pounds and has a lifting
urns received when hé dashed in- P 3
etithe et Building it nz;]ea of‘ 140 square fect, : These and
“to rescue his sistér, Mrs. Mercedes | % figures. arid MCh'm‘Cﬂl fetaily
Gibson, 'who pérished in the flames Mr. Fecteau recled off: for: the puz- £
_tozether with 'her infant daughter | zled - investigators who *were:, still
* and: Mrs. William Talbot,,a neigh- | trying t i
bor, and o Talbot ehildren. | of fiugine s O e Surprise

‘ C : of .finding, a specimen of* civiliza
i '}ICJ"Y““S““O" conducted by tion's most ‘advanced "developmeht
Ps‘sésf:a’rlz Attorney ' General John amid so pr} 'il' y di
- Carleton and County " Solicit imitlversurroundings,
Hamlin ,in to the trngc;’y “-Z;c:nf: Later, in an intesview with The [§
missed today, ‘after 4 thorough Eagle ropresentn{ive, rnest’ Tee-
probe of the ruing and questioning |teau sketched the story of.ithe air-
n'f neighbors and witnesses estab- | P :“}m‘ Y
lished that the fire and deaths had | - That plane was built to test out
resulted from accidental causes, |1 theory of father's which if L
probably ah explosion of kerosene | €¢85ful wonld. materially alter air-
hich, wag being fisdd to Lindle 3 plane operation and  control,”, he
fire, S s said.. “We worked with small mod-
The funeral of Mrs. Bertha Tal. | €IS and tested them in wind-tunnels
hot, her fldughtc}':Paullne me(ll‘:mn d“;";;:f‘it:‘l‘l,it;‘dq:clzzilfzcls;, m?d e
William Jr.,-was. héld - this fter. iiatvical e L
h this. ¥ = *THhis device, the youth explained
n:{)gv.fro;n.(?abo?:’:s Funerl parlors [ig. corindeted with thc'wi;xgs {offine |
+ At Winddor with'interment in- anc dnd permits, the ship to climl !

cemetery at East: Plainfiald. or descend" by operating’ the’ wings
instead‘of th'e‘:“elevatbrs ‘ati';

i
B
|

W{n’le bursuing, thie rinyestig:

tion at the scene of ‘the tragédy the
. officials ' made a discovery, ‘whicl{
. while holding no connection with
the ease, wasg nevertheless one of

the most surprising yet encounter-
ed. i

ed 4" Ilm Rohone nine-cylinde;
tor.. Th, \‘vorlg of installing th
tor wascompleted late last fall; by
before: winter set in, the Fected
had taken their ship’ to n~ne§rby
pasture and had taxied i about.the.
field even hopping ‘it into the ;a

for a,distance of # hundred 'yards
or so, although neither Ernest nor'
his father have had any flying ex<,
perience. The trials showed some
changes necessary in the alignment
of the ‘wing deviced with ' the fail
elevators and these have been per-
fected during the winter., *This:
spring the Fecteaus plan to cai’ry“:
on' their experiments and, as the.
son o:xprolsos it, “to fly.that ship.’

-Assistant Attorney Go;mrnl Carl-
ton and County - Solicitor Hamlin
after making a close survey of the
ruins: of the Gibson cabin, went
down ;the road somb two hundred
yards to'the. home of Henry Fec:
teau, father of Mrs, Gibson,

The TFectean house ig scarcely
much larger than the one room
shack wherein six lives were lost,
It bonsps a second room,. however,
but is meagerly furnished with
none of the modern conveniences or
luxuries save only a radio set, Out-
side iy another' smaller building §
covered with- roofing.’ paper, *just
large enough to house a car, and to
all appearances used, for’that pur- |

pose. Hist ) 1

Mr. Fecteau led the investigators
to this building and threw open
the door. To their tter amaze- |
ment confronting them in the dimly
lighted interior; was a; full-sized,
fully equipped, two-passenger air-
plane, ready to hop off, needing
only the reattachment of the wings,
which had been removed to allow
the ship’s entry into the narrow
confines of this tar-paper shacl,

To the puzzled inquiry of the of-
ficinls, Mr, Fecteau told them that
the plane wag his, built in spare
time from his work at o Windsor
garage, with the aid of his oldest
son, Ernest Fecteau, aged 22,

The ship is~17 feet 6 inches in
length, a bi-plane type withn wing
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Cornish to get new fire station

By RUTH ROLLINS
CORNISH, N. H. — The ef-

“"Three years ago members
of the department decided
they needed to set goals, and
to have priorities as to how we
spent the money ralsed

a food booth at the

Engine 1, which will be
located in the old barn on Par-

Cornish School and the Cor-
nish Town Hall. Preparation
of the site has begun

Several sets of plans were
drawn up by Timothy Schadd,
and recently the volunteer
firemen voted to build a two-
bay station 60 by 42 feel in
size.

The station will include »
hose tower, where hose may
be dried after use. “'Presen-
tly, if we have a bad fire,
some of the hose must be
taken to Claremont, Meriden
or Plainfield to dry,” said
Kearns. “Once we took them
to Springfield because the
Meriden and Plainfield
departments did not have any

room.

The building will house of-
fices for the police and fire
chiefs, a training room, rest
rooms, and a 12-by-28
kilchenette.

““We will install a large pipe
into the pond adjacent to the
building area and Install a
large pump inside the station
to which we can hitch a
steamer fitting. With a
steamer fitting it can be used
as a live hydrant, providing a

funds to pave the driveway
following completion of the
structure,” sald Kearns, “The
project will go out for bids
March 15 and be constructed
during the summer months,
ready for opening in the fall.”

Al a later date the depart-
ment hopes to dredge out the
pond aren again.

Currently 19 members of
the ent are taking the
state level I firefighter cer-
tification course, and follow-
ing completion the depart-
ment will have 22 certified
firelighters.

The Cornish Fire Depart-
ment was organized in 13
under the supervision of
Ellsworth Atwood, who held
this responsibility for the next
30 years. Their first truck was
a 1934 Chevrolet with a
wooden body, holding a por-
ub}‘o pump and a 250-gallon
tank.

Fire calls were taken by
Elsle Atwood, the chief's

band's garage, where she
sounded the siren and retur-

lh'...blgﬂtelollo!ﬂth.lu-

structure bul the building
could be renovated. In
previous years It probably
would have been totally
destroyed.

The department added
trucks, one of them a fuel ol

food at fires, They have alsc
been known to [fight grass

Andrew Kuhre has been a
member of the
for the past 40 years. Philip
Reynolds recently retired af-
ter 25 years as an active
, and a new truck
purchased in 1982 was
dedicated to him.

i
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Frame Up

Carnish firefightars
put up the framing
for the new fire
station on
Townhouse Road.
Their volunteer
work yestarday
morning followed a
two-year
fundraising drive
by the fire
department, which
has also provided
free labor for the
building. The
structure won't
cost the town or
its taxpayers any
moneay. The
firefighters held a
saries of Bingo
games 1o raise
$50,000. The
game of chance
has also paid for a
firetruck for the
town,

Moto by Oouy Demears
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FTY FIFTY — This Cornish Fire Department facility, seen displaying a 50-year banner, Included inside Is a 75-foot ladder truck provided by Rep. Peter Burli
Route 120 was constructed in 1984 from funds raised by volunteer firefighters, the  (Ruth Rollins photo) Basle T, wes San, 1444
idies Auxilinry and their friends. The land was donated by Dwight and Ruth Wood.
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ANDREW KUHRE, 69, holds his 45-year certificate of
service to the Cornish Fire Department recently in
his home. Kuhre, who can recall virtually all of the

50 years of service
for Andrew Kuhre

CORNISH — Andrew
Kuhre joined the Cornish
Fire Department shortly af-
ter it became a chartered
organization in May 1943,
and he’s been involved with
the organization ever since,

Kuhre remembers well
some of the fires that were
devastating, especially a fire
that destroyed a barn and 21
head of cattle, owned by Per-
ley Welch, several years ago.

“When Chief (Duane) Al-
len and I arrived, our first
thought was to try to release
the cattle,” Kuhre recalled.
“As we went to step into the
barn, the whole building be-
came involved, destroying
not only the cattle, but farm
machinery and equipment

the life of a 16-month-old
child, after attempts to
rescue her from a crib failed,
is another fire that has re-
mained in Kuhre's mind for
more than 20 years. “These
are events that you can't
forget,” said Kuhre.

Kuhre, 69, was very proud
when he received his 45-year
service pin and is nearly due
for his 50-year recognition,
although many others in the
community have also given
extended dedicated service
to the department.

“I don’t respond to night-
time fires and | haven't been
as active recently, but I still
help where I can,” said
Kuhre, who is very proud of
the many improvements in
skills and equipment that

skill and technology improvements the department -
has undergone, will soon mark his 50th year with the ~ also. . have taken place over the 50
organization. (Ruth Rollins photo) (a4 A night-time fire that took years of the department.

Charter Current

r
members oster
Chief Michael
E.H, _  Atwood,  Monette (17), Leland

Leonard Lovejoy, Ben-
jamin Lindsay, Myrl
Kidder, Allen Palmer,
Newton Pardy, W.E.
Beaman, John Bayliss,
Adelbert Arnold. Glen..
Parks, Harry Hunt,
John Lovejoy, |
LaClair, Arnold Jacobs,
Robert LaClair, Wil-
liam Bugbee,
Pardy, Rubert Rawson,
John Tewksbury, Fred
Davis, H.D. Witherill,
L.H. Gerritson, Donald
Cole, Maurice Butman,
Kenneth Hunt, Law-
rence LaClair, Joseph
Brooks,
Cassidy, C.W. Crane,
A.C. Thornton,
MacMillan,
Dean, Arthur Bailey,

(11),

Clyde

L.H.

Howard

John
Harold

Charles Sullivan, Wen- (6),

dell Stone and Perley
Welch.

\q a4

Atwood (33), Lee Baker
John Bannister
(4), Tim Bannister (27),
chh_ael Boutilier, Peter
Burling (13), Nate Cass
(17), Gary Chilton (11),
Peter Decatur (25),
Larry Dingee (12),
Mark Dube (10), George
Edson (6), Steve Fel-
lows (11), William Fitts
(17), Jim Guy (4), Rob-
ert Hunt (28), Scott
Kearns (18), David Kib-
bie (8), Robert Kibbie
| (4), Andrew Kuhre (49),
Leo Maslan (8), Robert
Maslan
O’Connor (2), Polly
Rand (11), John Rand
(21), Robert Rice (22),
Dale Rook (24), Jason
Rook (6), John Rublee
Charles Sullivan
(6), Doug Thayer (9)
and David Wood (22).

Editor’s note: ' ';l?equum- [

In Barenthacis s

(6), Dale
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BRUSH FIRE — Cornish and Claremont firefighters spent more than six
hours Sunday battling a stubborn brush fire that burned a heavily wooded area
of between six and eight acres near Ironwood Hill off Route 120 in Cornish.
Cornish Fire Chief Duane D. Allen Jr. said the fire was probably started by

hunters. Firefighters were at the scene from 3:39 fo 9:50 p.m. (News
photo—Judy Colpas)




Windsor Fire, 1979
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- Gornish blaze seen for miles

By FLORA YOUNG

CORNISH, N.H. — A spectacular fire
which could be seen for miles on both
sides of the Connecticut River brought

p.m. and within minutes, trucks were
converging on the scene from all direc-
tions. Heavy black smoké could be seen
as far away as Windsor.

Allen said he has no idea how the fire

At the height of the conflagration, .
wood stove and smoke pipe could b
seen in the debris of the garage, but th
owner, who is the proprietor of Th
Owl's Nest Restaurant, Lebanon, sal

men and t from Cornish,

Plainfield, en and Windsor, late
afternoon,

Mastlands, the residence of the

started, but Inspector James Wells of

the New Hampshire Fire Marshal's of-
fice was on the scene Sunday night. He  manicured grounds of

Thomas Stevens family, was extensive-  was not available loday at press time

damaged by fire, smoke and water. for comment. , a Y (lqg2o  (Please see FIRE-Pg. 11

e o ErsleTimes apr 14|

the building which housed a garage — . From Page I ... _ — — — ——

with an apartment on the second floor. | M da A
: watching firefighters chop holes in the on

ANoTaISyere and e was | roo of the ell and said, *Thank God my = Y |

heavy damage to the ell which housed wife and baby are out and there was no

the kitchen, -
i land- One in the apartment.'
i paggcal; ng diator's Although there was no water

m’:"mm’ Mske Jamage ax available on the property, Allen said it
7 . presented no problem. A p
According to Fire Chief Duane Allen, stationied iext 1o Blow-Me.Dow
Stevens and his wife and baby had been 4 ettt igt
in the house only five minutes when the -, 0" oo 0 tankers from
ke detectors sounded. The first cal P , tom
Smo. \ went out at 5:% g towns ferried water to the
to the fire department went out at 5:8 ¢ "y ® i although the garage
- and attached building were heavily in-
volved when he reached the scene, it
was under control within an hour. ''The
guys did a wonderful job to save the
« main part of the house," he added. He
credited the mutual ald system for
. quick control of the fire.

In addition to trucks and tankers
from several surrounding towns, Clare-
mont Fire Chief William *Skip'Sul-
livan and a crew of men stood by with
their Cascade Unit which was used to
refill air bottles as dozens of
firefighlers entered the house which
was filled with dense black smoke.

Stevens was not available for com-
ment this moming, so the ,
loss is not known, ‘or the extent of in-
m&me coverage. oty o

property was nown during
the last century as the old Chester Pike
farm. It was purchased many years ago
and renovated by Dr. Arthur Nichols of
Boston, Nichols' wife, the former
Elizabeth Homer, was sister to
Augusta Saint-Gaudens, wife of the
famous sculptor, The couple had three
daughters, all well-known as suffraget-
tes. One of the daughters, Margaret
Shurcliff, still owns some of the Iand,
but the house was sold long ago.

A number of years ago, thieves broke
info the house and did exténsive
damage while burglarizing the
property. They gouged out walls and
ripped out all the copper plumbing,
leaving the house in a deplorable state.
It was at that time that Phidias Dantos,
owner of the Hotel Coolidge, White
River Jet,, bought the house and did all
the major work on it.

At one time, Mastlands was known as
“The Cornish Galleries,”" and a sign
still stands by the side of Route 12A
near the stately vellow building.

it had not been installed
Stevens walked around ﬂ‘e well
the' estats







Barn aestroyeu 1 vos

By RUTH ROLLINS
CORNISH, N.H. — Fire
wreaked total destruction
Saturday afternoon on a barn
owned by James Neil of East
Road, despite the efforts of
firefighters from five towns,
No one was Injured by the
blaze, although 'two- Cornish
firemen were reported to

p————————

have been administered ox-
ygen by the Cornish Rescue
Squad.

Several cows and sheep in
the barn at the time were
hustled out by Neil's wife,
Susan, and Al Soucy of
Charlestown, who was al the

‘Neil's nearby home to

purchase a Christmas tree.

A tractor and baler, as well
as an undeterminedquantity of
hay in the upper portion of the
barn were destroyed by the
blaze.

A sheep shed and & storage

= nele T Vel
shed located near the barn
were saved.

The fire started somelime
before | p.m. A call was lodg-
ed with the Claremont Fire
Department at abouf 1:04
p.m

But when he arrived on the
scene, Comish Acting  Flire
Chief Scotl Kearns said, "' The
structure was completely
engulfed.”

Kearns was uncertain as (o
what ignited the fire, but he
noted he had been told by Neil
thalt the Cornish man had
fired-up & wood stove in the

-~

L1111 Mrasaouvw

O 20, (73]
barn before leaving to take his
children to an appointment.

Smoke ifrom the burning
structure could be seen for
miles, according to one eye
witness. Fueled by the hay,
the heat generated by the fire
was described as’ enormous..
intense "

When the fire broke through
the top of the building and the
roof collapsed slightly before
2 p.m,, flames  shot up into
the sky 15 to 20 feet,

By 3 pm little of the struc-
ture was left standing

The barn was located high
on a hill off East Road
overlooking Mount Ascutney

“We did all we could,” to
save the bullding, said
Kearns. But the acting chief
said ““the distance to the
waler supply hurt,” the fire-
fighting efforts.

Water needed to douse the
blaze fames was trucked Lo
the scene from a pond located
a hall mile away from the foot
of the hill on which the Neil
home and barn are located,

Responding to the fire with
approximately a dozen pieces
of  equipment were
departments from Cornish,
Claremont, Plainfield,

Meriden and Windsor.

‘ the lack of an on-site
FIREMEN GAVE IT THEIR ALL Saturday afternoon, but Hampering fireflighting efforts was
failed to prevent an intensely hot blaze from destroying water source. Details on Page 2. (Ruth Rollins Pheto)

barn on the East Road in Cornish owned by James Neil. : B



Cornish fire chief, Duane

By RUTH ROLLINS

CORNISH. N. H. — Duang
Allen, Cornish Fire Chief, was
honored at the annual Sullivan
County Pomona Guild
Banquet held at the Cormish
Town Hall Saturday evening
He was presented the Com-
munity Citizen Award by the
Park Grange, with the presen-
Lation made by Margerie Hun-
toon, & member of the State
Grange home economies com-
mitiee,

Allen has been a resident of
Cornish since 1957, moving
here from Springfield where
he was born,

His first involvement in

town altlairs began as a +H
leader and soon alter as a
director of the Cornish Fair
Association

He foined the Cornigh Fire
Department in 1965 and was
appointed deputy fire warden
in 1971, In 1972 Allen was ap-
pointed Deputy Fire Chief by
the Cornish Selectmen to
serve under Chiel Ellsworth
Atwood,

Lipon the retirement of
Chief Atwood the following
September. Allen was ap-
pointed chief of the
department, He was also
mude fire warden for the town

by appointment from the stute
at this time

Allen owns and operates a
dairy farm on Burr Road, Cor-
mishFlat, with the help of his
wife, Evelyn. dapghter Linda
and son-in-law, Robert Rice.
He has a granddaughter,
Cara.

Allen has found Uime 1o
oversee the many fund-raisin
orojects that have benelited
the Cornish Fire Department
The main event is weekly
bingo games held at the Cor-
nish Town Hall. Also, a food
booth and bingo tent manned
annually at the Cornish Fair

Through the efforts o the
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Allen, honored by County Pamona Guild

fupartment, members and
Chief Allen have enrned and
purchased thousands of
dolliars sworth of equipment. (o
nrovide better prolection for
the Town of Cormish, This
vear alone the department
aad the auxiliary members
spent over $20,000 on
cquipment. which <included
the purchase of a new tanker
at the cost of $11L.870

Stephen P Tracy was also
the recipient of the Com:
munity Citizen Award. Tracy
was born in 1903, in Meriden,
where his father was the head-
aster ot Kimball Union
Academy

He graduated from the
academy, Dartmouth College
and Harvard University
Sehiol of Architecture.

Alter a few years of
teaching high school in Wilton
he moved to Nashua where he
practiced architecture for
over 25 years,

While in Nashua he designed
houses; schools, churches and
other publie bulldings, both in
the city and throughout the
state. He also designed
severil bulldings at the Pease
Alr Force Base in Portsmouth
and the Training Center
bullding at the Laconia State
School

College buildings included
the University ol New
Hampshire, Keene and
Plymouth State Colleges, as
well as several buildings al
Kimball Union Academy.

During his years al Nashua,
Tracy was involved as
president of the Rotary Club
and the State YMCA. '

In 1964, he moved o ihe
ancestral homestead in Cor-
nish and has continued his
practice on a reduced scale,
designing both resident and
public buildings.

He has served on the Cor-
nish Planning Board, the

Town Hall Committee and
was the [irst president of the
Cornish  Historical Society.

Tracy 15 a former trustee of
the Mount Ascutney Hospital
and a trustee of Kimball
Umion Academy, as well as of

Saint Gaudens National
Historie Site.

Tracy was co-author of the
most recent issue of the Cor-
nish Town History, compiling
the genealogy section,

Tracy received his award

from Cornish Grange No. 25,
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Famed Covered Bridge Escapes Blaze

By BRAD HILLS
Union Leader Correspondent

WINDSOR, Vt. — The longest covered bridge in
the United States spanning the Connecticut River
between Cornish, N.H., and Windsor, VL., was not
damaged by a fire Saturday night that caused ex-
tensive damage to a building that for many years
served as a tollhouse for the 468-foot-long span.

The historic former tollhouse at 42 Bridge St in
Windsor stands less than 20 feet from the western
edge of the covered bridge, a National Historie Clv-
il Engineering Landmark that is listed on the Na-
tional Register of Historic Places.

h‘l'he bridge is owned by the State of New Hamp-
shire.

Windsor Fire Chief Bruce Stearns said that at no
time was the historie bridge threatened by flames
even though the burning structure was only 20 feet
away,

Traffic on the bridge was halted for several
hours until the fire was brought under control and
firefighting equipment was moved.

The 115-year-old bridge is the only span across
the Connecticut River between West Lebanon to
the north and Claremont to the south.

A Vermont state fire investigator termed the fire
“accidental."

The fire was caused “when somebody threw
something that ignited a pile of kitchen garbage in
the upstairs apartment of the house,” said a
spokesman for the Windsor Fire Department.

Units from Cornish and Windsor responded to the
blaze at 9:05 p.m. Saturday after receiving a call
from an unidentified man.

The occupants of the two-iamily house were un-
injured in the blaze, although several of the fire-
fighters were treated at the gcene for heat exhaus-
tion.

Firefighters brought the blaze under control
within two hours, but returned to the scene at 3:54
a.m. yesterday after it rekindled, causing addi-
tional damage.

The present bridge was constructed in 1888 by
James F. Tasker of Cornish.

A private company operated the span as a toll
bridge.
In 1935 the state of New Hampshire bought the

bridge for $20,000 and it became toll free June 1,
1543.
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Cornish replacing former chiel Duane
Allen. (Ruth Rolilas Photo)

Scott Kearns is new chief
of Cornish Fire Department

By RUTH ROLLINS

CORNISH, N, H. — Scolt Kearns, a
captain in the Cornlsh Fire
Department, has been appointed by the
Cornish Selectmen 1o become chief of
Ihe department effective Sept. 1.~

The appointment became necessary
when Fire Chief Duane Allen recently
gave his resignation, due o his increas-
ed Involvement with his farming
operation,

Allen said, "I find littie time for
nysell and think It |5 tme for a
thange. ™ He has doubled the amount of
attle he had at the time of taking on
he responsibility,

Selectman chairman Michael
‘atsevitch, said, “Duane has been a
ery consclentions and effective fire
hiel in the Cornish Fire Department
nd he t has come a long
ay under his supervision. We accept
i? ﬂ':ignauon with regret, we will
1ss him."'

Allen Joined the department in 1963

upon his move there from Springfield.
In 1971 he was appointed deputy fire
warden by the State of New Hampshire
and in 1972 the selectmen appointed
him deputy fire chief, under the super-
vision of Chiet Ellsworth Atwood, who
served the town for more than 30

The following September Allen was
dppointed chief upon Atwood's

4 (Please see KEARNS—Pg. 12)

‘retirement from the department. At
| that time Allen was also appointed Fire
' Warden of the town by the state.

Besides the weekly meeting and

session much time was spent

by both Allen and his wife Evelyn, hel
Ing departmenl members raise f
for needed equipment

Weekly bingo games, dances, and
both bingo and & food booth at the Cor-
nish Fair have accounted for many
hundreds of hours spent to raise funds
to purchase much-needed equipment.
Most recently the department purchas-
ed a new truck, paid for entirely by
funds raised by the department’s
members

“Scott I8 familiar with the fire
department and filled in as Deputy Fire
Chief last December for two months
when Allen was hospitalized,”' stated
Yatsevilch

“He i5 in lown a lot and |s available,
he is also well qualified and we hope
he'll have the complete cooperation of
the department," the chairman added.

By coincidence Kearns, like Allen,
also came to Cornish from Springfield.
He moved to Cornishinl973, purchased

KEARNS

From Page |

the former Huni-Hood home, a lurge
brick house on Route 120, where he
runs a bee [arm with 34 colonjes, that
produce up to a thousand pounds of
honey a year.

The sell-employed Kearns was born
Sept. 22, 1943, the son of Mr. and Mrs.
Luke Kearns, Springfield.

Upon from high school,
Kearns attended @ meat cutting school
in Toledo, Ohio and was employed as a
meat-cutter until 1978.

He joined the Cornish Fire
Department soon after arriving In town
and for a time was a member of the
Cornish Rescue Squad too. He has the
background of an emergency medical
technician.

Kearns has taken advantage of fire-
fighting courses offered throughout the
years, some in Yermont, some in New
Hampshire, and several of which have
been held at the N. H. Vocational
Technical College in Claremont.

Kearns has no plans for changing
things in the department in the near
future.

*'I feel a slow approach to changes is
best. The biggest thing [ want |s to see

the department continue Lo
together. [ will plan training ses
least once a month,” he said.

1 shall plan [nitial plans of
for all'types of fires, but at t
minute 1 will analyze the situ
said Kearns.

“1 shall miss getting into the
but I feel confident that | have
perience to do the job. I will
bashful about taking advice from
however,” he added.

“1 feel we have one of th
departments in the state; we wot
together at a fire, and 1 want to |
that way.”

Recently Kearns was a mem
the department’s Muster Tean
took the Claremont Fire Depar
Muster Trophy and rotating plag
the second year in a row, wi

nriment winning in all four e

s Is married to the f

Shella Hickey of Springfield and
daughter, Michelle, a junior at S
High School and & son, Brian, an
de student at Cornish Elems
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Tuesday, January 22, 1985

DESTROYED HOME—The one-and-a-half story Cornish home of
Jim Gregory was burned almost to the ground this morning by a
blaze presumably started by a faulty chimney, Cornish Fire Chief
Scott Kerns said Gregory reported the fire at about 6 a.m. after he
woke up and saw his gcdroom ceiling in flames. Gregory was able to
get out of the Route 12-A building safely. About 40 firefighters from
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six communities battled the blaze, but were hampered by a lack of
water, said Kearns, Six tankers were shuttled to Claremont and
Windsor to bring water to the fire because the nearest source of
witer, the Connecticut River, was frozen over. Personnel from
Claremont, Cornish, Plainfield, Meriden, Ascutney and Windsor
responded to the fire, (Steven Webater Photo)
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Scenes from Sunday’s muster

ms CHAMPS The Cornish Fire Deplrtmml Mnutﬂ clpuin Bﬂ l.umlce. George Aldﬂch and Peter Decatur,
Team walked away with the Claremont Fire Department  Back row, from left, are Lee Baker, Nate Cass, Dave Wood,
Muster Trophy and rotating plaque for the second year in o Bill Fitts, and Larry Dingee.

row Sunday. Front row, from left, are Scott Kearns, team
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HUNKERING DOWN — Claremont firefighter Andy Chorles Kasaras races up behind him.
Chamberiain awaits the signal 1o blast a target as teammate

nish and Unity. Cornish Muster Team Captain Ed Lawrence

STAND BACK — Claremont Assistant Fire Chief Vietor ,
Bergeron empties out @ hose in preparation for the next isat far left, Andy Chamberiain of the Claremont call force
is {n the navy jersey in the center, (Margo Howland Photos)

event during the %ﬂn Department Muster Sunday
at Monadnock Park, him are firelighters from Cor-




Cornish firefighter ... r.-
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honored for rescue

CORNISH, N. H — James R.
Lukash, Cornish, was honored by
New England Telephone recently
for his actions in saving a man's life
last year.

In a ceremony at the Hanover Inn,
Lukash, an NET technician in
Lebanon received the Theodore N.
Vail bronze medal for courageous
rescue of & man from a high-voltage
live wire."' Lukash also was presen-
ted a cash award and a special pin.

The events leading to the award
occurred on April 29, 1983, when
Lukash, part-time police chief of
Cornish, helped local firefighters in
putting out a brush fire. As he was
leaving the scene he heard a cry
from a volunteer fireman with
whom he had been walking.

Several moments later he found
the man lying face down on the
ground. His body was shaking and
smoke was coming from the middle
of his back, where a large green
electrical wire was resting.

Unsuccessful In removing the
wire with a stick, during which at-
tempt he recelved a shock and burn,
Lukash was handed a rope by
another firefighter. He used the
rope to remove the wire from the
victim's back.

"I knew the voltage was killing
him, and T had to do something,'
Lukash later commented.,

FIRE STATION Ul\\Tlll [ 9 fl()\ :
une wlumur lelt, l.nlu\ a mhl dnnk two (Ruth Rolling Photo)
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James Lukash

The victim, whose heart and lungs
had ceased to function, was revived
with the use of CPR and rushed to a
hospital. His condition stabilized af-
ter a few days and he eventually
recovered. Lukash suffered a small
burn under his right arm

With Lukash at the ceremony
were his wife, Pamela Jean, and
their children, Heather Marie,
Amanda Lynn and Nicholas John,

g
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the Ascutney Fire Department reacts
happily after finishing the mystery
event during the Claremont
Firefighters Muster Sunday in
Monadnock Park. Although the

Z As\e Tiwma

WINNING FORM — A member of

Ascutney firefighters had the fastest
time scaling the building, the Cornish
department outdistanced the four-
team field to claim first place in the
five-event competition. (Steven
Webster Photo)

Sent 10 m8Y

Cornish firefighters
tops in Sunday muster

CLAREMONT, N.H.
Firefighters from Cornish Sunday
showed a trio of other firefighting
teams how lo combine speed and
teamwork, claiming first in the
Claremont muster.

The Cornish squad was awarded
first place, after it wound up in a tie
with the eventual second place team
of mutual aid firefighters. Third
place went to the hosts, Claremont,
and the Ascutney team claimed the
fourth position.

The five-event competition in
Mondadnock Park challenged the
teams to perform various
firefighting-related tasks under con-
trolled conditions.

In the bucket brigade event, with
six firefighters carrying water over
hurdles and then filling a drum, Cor-
nish jumped out to a lead, finishing a
full seven seconds before the closest
other team.

The mutual aid squad, made up of
two members of each of the other
departments present, followed the
42 second time of Cornish with a 49.1
second effort. Claremont was next,
at 50.8 seconds, and Ascutney
fourth, at 55.4 seconds.

Cornish added to its lead in the
wet hose layout event, where 200
feet of hose needed to be rolled out
and targets knocked over,

By clocking a time of 24.6 seconds,
Cornish grabbed another 10 points,

effort and Ascutney was fourth in
59.4 seconds.

The preconnected hose layout
bolstered Cornish's lead, as the
visitors ran away from the rest of
the field with an effort of 27 seconds.
Second through fourth places were
separated by 1.2 seconds in the
evenl where competitors had to un-
coupple and then recoupple hose
before knocking targets over. Clare-
mont was second in 35 seconds,
mutual aid was third in 35.4 seconds,
and Ascutney was in fourth in 36.2

seconds,
Ascutney got on the beam in the

midnight alarm, grabbing first, and
sending Cornish and Claremont to
third and fourt places respectively

Ascutney got its team dressed in
35.7 seconds, with mutual aid right
behind in 36.6 seconds and Cornish
third at 37.5 seconds, Claremont was
behind, at 1:43.3,

The mystery evenl, sprung on the
competitors with 15 minutes to
prepare, had firefighters carrying
ladders to a building and then climb-
ing to the top.

Ascutney ook top spot in the
event with a 17.1 secord timing,
with Claremont in second at 18.4
seconds, Cornish grabbed third at
23.3 second and mutual aid, fourth,
at 25.7 seconds,

ﬁ——‘
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Cornish Fire

A fire in Comish last night left five people homeles

Saturday, November 29, 1986

Page 8

and badly damaged a 200-year-old house, but nobody was injured. Page

Fire Damages 200-Y ear-Old Home

By BRIAN COUTURIER
Valley News Stafl Writer
CORNISH — Five people were left home
less last night after a fire heavily damaged
4 200-year-old home and destroved an
adjoining structure on East Road
The blaze began at aboul 8:10 p.m. und
was under control by 9:00 p.m., according
to Cornish Fire Chief John Rand.

No injuries were reported, Rand sald

A lotal of about 20 volunteers from the
Cornish Fire Department and the town's
entire fleet of two engines, o pumper, o
ladder truck and a forestry unit, responded
(o the blaze, Rand said. Fire units from
Plainfield, Meriden and Claremont also
responded to the fire

An attached 16-by-16 ool

home was

destroyed in the blaze and damage to the
main home was restricted to an upper
room and back corner room, Rand said
The home’s location on the top of & steep
hill did not prevent fire units from getting
waler or equipment to the scene, he sald

Rand said that several tankers provided
willer until & pumper was set up ut a
private fire pond at the bottom of the hill.

According to the homeowner, Perley
Welch, the fire may have started near the
electrical outlet between the two adjoining
structures. Weleh, 720 said all the ocen
panis of the two homes were in the fronl
room watching lelevision when the blaze
started. Welch and his wife, Lula, live in
the main home. Kevin Jones. Welch's
nephew, and his wife and child live in the
adioining home

Welch said his wife tried to call the fire
department twice but
through. He said he had fo driy
Cornish Flat, abowt two miles
order (o get help

Chiel Rand said he didn't know anything
about the lines being tied up or out of
order, but he would investignte the com-
pliint

could ol ged

care (o
away, In

Jones said that both woodstoves {rom
vich home were lit ot the time of the fire,
but he belleved the blaze was not related to
the woodstoves. "L started on the little
house near the electric thing, 1 think,
Jones sald

Rand sald that & couple of firefighters
sulfered from (he heat, bul none required
hospitalization




Cornish Families Get Help, Too

Cornish Fire Department

By LISA JONES
Valley News Staff Writer

CORNISH — Ste A. Tracy of Cornish knew from

- listening to his scanner that the Jones and Welch

" families had lost much of their belongings in a fire at
their home Friday, so he launched a drive to help them
out that very night.

Four days later, the drive is still going strong.

“I's coming in so fast,” Tracy said this morning,
“The reaction has been so great. . . 1 still have a load
of baby clothes in the car."

- The 200-year-old home of Perley and Lula Welch on
Easl Road was heavily damaged and an attached home
was destroyed in a fire Friday evening which Perley
Welch said could have started near the electrical outlet
between the two structures

Welch's nephew, Kevin Jones, lived in the attached
home with his wife Tnmm{- and their five-month-old
baby boy. Welch, 72, said all the occupants of the two
homes were in the front room watching television when
the fire started at about 8:10 pm. It was under control

by 9 p.m., according 1o Cornish Fire Chiel John Rand.
The families lost nearly everything, from money to
¢
“'Clothes came in fast and furious,” said Tracy. “One
of the nicest things is a place called Changes, a used
clothing store (in Claremont), called and said both
families could come down and get free clothes ™

The Welches are seeking a loan or a low-rent camper
to live in on the house site to they cun rebuild this
winter, Tracy said. “‘He's on social security so it has to
be low-rent.”

The Joneses are looking for an apartment in the
Cornish area, as well as money to replace Kevin's newly
cashed paycheck. Tracy suid that donation cans have
been placed at Powers Country Store in Cornish Flat,
and at the 12 Percent Solution on Route 12A in Cornish.
Donations can also be mailed to the United Church of
Cornish, Box 40, Cornish Flat, N.H. 03746. For more
information on the drive, call Bernice Johnson at 342-
4849 or Carol Fitch at 6755131
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By RUTH ROLLINS

CORNISH, N.H. — The Cornish
Fire Department will have its new
$92,000 fire truck this year as the
result of an overwhelming affir-
mative vote of 123-14.

The sum of §51,117 will come from
the Capital Reserve Fund and the
Cornish Firemen's Association has
earmarked $10,000 to help finance
the truck, leaving $30,882 to be
raised.

Voters also adopted a $461.712
municipal operating budget.

The Police Department also fared
well at the annual town meeting
when voters approved the purchase
of a radar unit which Chief Philip
*‘Joe'" Osgood said is needed to con-
trol speeding and protect school
children.

District Court Judge Jean Burling
also stressed the need of radar
equipment to help In the prosecution
of habitual offenders. Voters ap-
proved the $1,750 expenditure 84-49.

The sum of $181,170 for main-
tenance of Class V hlghwa&s and
bridges was appropriated with $128 -

(Please see CORNISH-Pg. 14)

Cornish will get new fire truck

.
i
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CITED—Fred Weld, right, was honored at Cornish Town Meeting
Tuesday when Leonard “Bunny” Barker presented him with o wood
carvind of a Brown Creeper, n woodland bird, in recopnition of the
outstandiny forestry work he has done in the town of Cornish. (Ruth
Rollins Photo)
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067 to be raised by taxes and the
balance of $53,103 to come from the
state Highway Block Grant Fund.

There will be an increase in the
town's insurance coverage f[rom
$36,918 to $53,018.

Future decisions on capital equip-
ment will be made with the
assistance of a Capital Equipment
Commiltee to  be established to
advise selectmen on major

. The five-member com-
mittee will include one selectman as
an ex-officio member.,

The development of a high-level
radioactive waste dump in Sullivan
County or elsewhere in New
Hampshire met with almost un-
animous opposition. Town Clerk
Bernice Johnson will convey the
town's decision to Gov, John
Sununu.

An article to change the way Plan-
ning Board members are chosen
was soundly defeated by a voice
vote. The selectmen appoint mem-
bers to that board.

This was the second defeat for
proponents of the change to an elec-
tive process. A special town
meeting last September resulted in
a negative vote of 114-39.

Voters declined to establish a
Cemetery Upkeep Capital Reserve
Fund, but they did approve the ex-
penditure of $1,618 from the present
cemetery fund toward a riding
mower. They also added $500 to the
department’s $8,000 budget to cover
the purchase.

The voters approved making the
last payment of $13,000 on the
Gallien grader out of Revenue Shar-
ing funds.

One article (for discussion only)
regarding two sessions for annual
town meeting, one on the traditional
second Tuesday when officers of the
town would be elected, and another

day for the business meeting,
evoked little Interest.

However, the few people in favor
of the proposal were told they may
present a petition to the selectmen
requesting the split sesslon prior to
the 1987 town meeting and an article
can be placed on the ballot.

An article by request found voters
approving the sum of $250 as the
town's share of Sullivan County
Hospice for 1986,

Other money requests approved
were $4,309 for ambulance service
from Claremont's Golden Cross and
the Windsor Ambulance Service;
$15,300 for landfill; §1,417, seplage;
$3,998 for Sullivan County Solid
Waste Disposal District, an increase
of $2,082 over budget; $1,200,
Visiting Nurse; $2,000, Cornish
Rescue Squad; $700, Wheels Around
Windsor; $2,500, Community Youth
Advocates; $12,550, Cornish Fire
Department, and $12,677 for the
Police Department.

The sum of $6,000 will be added to
the Capital Reserve Fund for a re-
evaluation to be done by the ap-
praisal division of the Department
of Revenue in 1989 or later.

Chester Newbold was re-elected
to athree-year term as selectman
and Beruice Johnson, long-time
town clerk, was also re-elected.
Also elected were Jean Duval,
treasurer; Carol Fitch, tax collec-
tor; Harold Morse, highway agent
and Hollis Boardman, sexton.

Also, Peter Storrs, overseer of
welfare; Sherrie Bulkeley, auditor
for two years; Peter Hoe Burling,
moderator for two years; Charles
Aiken, trustee of trust funds for
three years and Kathryn Patterson,
library trustee for three years.

Robin C. Monette received 30
write-in votes for supervisor of
checklist for a six-year term.



Cornish
Firefighters Will Buy
A New Truck For Once

By JANE WHITTINGTON PICARD
Valley News Co ndent

CORNISH — About 150 of the town's 943
registered voters gathered at the town hall
yesterday to vote on a long list of bud
and article appropriations, many of which
they passed only after lengthy debates and
some amending.

The agrroved budget is $555,530, almost
$20,000 than last year's appropria-
tion. David Monette, chairman of lge select-
men, estimated that the combined town,
school and county tax will increase roughly
$1.50 &er $1,000 of valuation, but he stressed
that the figure is only an estimale that is
contingent upon receipt of other revenues.

An increase of $1.50 would bump up last
year's rate of $35.98 about 4 percent,

Following a long debate, voters decided
tlﬁtl?v{l‘l to spend ss;z.ltlm fora ned\;Jm fire truck

replace a failing, secondhand

trusgk purchm in mo.g A

me residents said the fire department
should purchase another se«:omihzm‘()l‘l vehicle
at a lower cost to the town, but outgoing
Fire Chief Scolt Kearns said members of the
department are tired of Q&ending unpaid
hours repairing old trucks that don't stand
the ‘tthdol' itln‘ue.

"'We do it for nothing," said Kearns. “We
don't gel paid. | lhinkﬁrisisabout as low as
mu can go and have a truck that's going to

L you 25 years."

More than half the money for the truck
will come from the fire department’s capital
reserve fund, which now contains over
$51,000, The fire department association, an
organization that raises money by holding
weekly bingo games, has offered a donation
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of $10,000. The balance will be raised by the
town over a of years.

Voters debated f[or 45 minutes over a
proposal to give the police §1,750 for a radar
unit. Chief of Police Joe¢ Osgood said thal
radar would help him reduce the number of
speed-related accidents in Cornish, and
would make him feel a lol more confident
about the safety of school children waiting
for buses on Route 120, where many motor-
ists exceed the 50 mph speed [imit.

Resident Jim Lukash backed Osgood up.
“1 don't want to wail until one of our kids
gets killed before we settle down and do
something about il." Lukash said.

Bul resident Fred Weld said & radar unit
would not stop , it would only cause
them to drive slowly past the police cruiser.

“T feel that a radar unil is a rution
device," said Weld. “It’s not going [o stop

Residents approved the purchase 84 to 490
on a standing vote.

Selectmen m‘x‘nﬁlcd $53,918 for lown in-
surance costs, t the figure appearing
on the warrant article asked for only $36,918,
The last‘minute increase came about be-
cause Great Global, the town's insurance
carrier, was placed in receivership, said
Monette. Selectmen have chosen to buy
insurance from [linois Insurance Exchange,
al leasl until May, and the new company
charges a higher rate than Global. Voters
approved the expense on a voice vote,

Library Trustee Frank Ackerman said the
$7,844 request for the library budget could
be reduced by $600, because the request had
been inaccurately calculated. A few resi-
dents suﬁgested putting the extra money
into the library fund anyway, but an over-
whelming majority opposed the idea,

“If they say they don't need it, why give it
to them," asked Fred Sullivan, add t:f that
it makes little sense to spend tax dollars
unnecessarily. :

The Tibrary request was amended Lo §7.244
and‘aplpmved by voice vote. The figure, up
$2,009 from last year, includes the cost of a
new furnace installed in the library after the
old heating unit failed.

In other appropriations, volers up&rsosved
$181,170 for the maintenance of ¢ Vv
highways and bridges, up $13,000 from last
year’s amount. The additional money will
cover nnel raises, higher fuel costs,
and higher sand and gravel expenses, Taxes
will pay for $128,067 of this appropriation
and the balance will come from a state
highway block grant.

loud majority of residents voted in favor
of sending writtén messages to the governor
and congress cx?rcssing opposition to the
development of high-level radioactive waste
dumps in New Hnml{shire, and especially in
Sullivan County. Al least two residents
asked voters to give rational consideration
to how this waste can be taken care of if it
isn't dumped somesvhere in the state.



Vallny News — Larry Cro

Larry Dingee thinks out the next move in building his town’s new fire truck. His company recently finished one for Newbury, Vi

New Fire Trucks,

CORNISH — It was a standard chassis of a
1986 Ford 8000 diesel truck — £36,000 worth of
metal — plus engine parts when il arrived al
Larry Dingee's shop,

With those materials, Dingee could have
built almost any
type of truck. A
dump truck, per-
haps, or an oil de-
livery truck, or o
gurbage truck

Bul Dingee doesn’l make just any type of
truck. He makes fire trucks. “When | tell
people what 1 do 1 get a lot of funny looks," he
said, “There aren’t too many people around
who build fire trucks."

There are even fewer people who build fire
trucks for their own town, which Dingee and his
two emplovees — Dave Wood and Bob Rice —
are doing = :

“This is going to be ours" zald Dingee, a
member of Ih'- fire department and president of
the rescue squad, “We're going to be the ones
driving this truck."

The town accepted Dingee's bid ol $55,000

Jim Kenyon

Valley News Cohammst

-saifl

(the chassis was J)md for separately by the
town, and delivered Lo Dinged) al town meeling
last year, and he is scheduled lo deliver the
$91,000 truck early next vear to the Cornish
Volunteer Fire Department. One branch of the
department is less than 100 yards away from
Dingee's shop on Route 120,

A hlack and red sign that reads, “*Dingee
Machine" hangs over the front door of the shop,
Clapbonrds are missing and a pile of junk parts
takes up one side of the parking area, Bul
inside, the building is neat and spacious, with
the smell drifting through the air. There's room
for three big fire trucks in & recently huilt
expansion to the shop

A radio, piping out Top 40 music, is fre-
quently interrupted by the voices Irom a police
and fire department scanner, “All work stops
when we get a fire enll in Cornish," Dingee
‘It's a good thing my customers under
stand that =

Earlier this week, the unfinished Cormsh
truck was the only one in the shop. The pump
hadn't been installed, but the red cab agd shiny
alummum cajwalks were ‘giveaways WAL this

One At A Time

vvall= Aenc

Dec 12,198 pi|
will be a fire engine.

Clamps, nuts, bolts, a socket wrench and
empty coffee cup cluttered one of the catwalk
Dingee orders nuts and bolts by the thousand
before he's finished aboul 500 of each will
drilled into the Cornish pumper.

Although it’s done on a much grander sca
putting a fire truck together piece by piece
much like building a model car from a k
*"That’s aboul the size of it,"" Dingee said as
reached for his tape measure. ““You can look
il as a big erector sel."”

Except that when this truck is finished )t w
wea’ﬁ‘l; 29,000 pounds, must lasl 25 vears ai
probably respond (o 90 to 100 fire calls a year.

“You've got to build them durable,” Ding
said, “You've gol to use methods of constru
Lion that are going to keep pieces from cracki
or wearing out. You've gol to undercoal the
well to prevent rusting, and all the wiring hi
to-be high guality

And unlike the $4 model, the $91,000 fi
truck doesn't come with Instructions. Ri

(Condinued on page 10)
— BPINGEE




gea, at right in photograph at {eft, and Bob Rice align the frame of a cenopy ova‘l;vl.%ts‘m’ éﬂ'd&!ﬁ&n‘k?ﬂﬁmm behind the cab of
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At right, Dingee welds pieces of tubing.
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(Continued from page 1)
when asked if there were blueprints,
m:.-d to Dingee and said, “Right

“Even though we don't have for
mal blueprints, we've built enough
of them so we have a good idea of
the measurements. "

The trucks do come with specifica-
tions, but often they become irrele-
vant. Earlier this week, Dingee and
Rice were building an extension lo
the Cornish truck's cab large en
(o seal three e. Underneath
seat, the Cornish Fire Department
wanted 4 hose storage space,

Din%ec and Rice spent an after-
noon building a small door to that
hose cubby. They put on their weld-
ing helmets and gloves, and sparks
flew ol out rulers and megy.
sured, and then welded some more.

Dingee made several trips to the
shearing machine, sort of an electric
guillotine, snapping sheets of alumi-
num | ixteenths of an inch
thick easily.

Dinges n'?d Rice talked nlm:::
non-stop, “'How are we to
that square?, Dingee uaﬁud'.‘

R W

ngee grabbed a level a
the piece of sheet metal a few times.
Rice stood al one end of the ptce
and squinted. “Pretty close,” he

concluded.

“With something flike this,"” Din-
fee said a8 he clamped the plece of
metal o another . “'since we
don't do it every 1y, s really a
play-by-ear sort of thing "'

There are dn?;s in the four months
it takes to build a truck like this
when they can barely see the
rrogreu they've made. ""For me the
avorite part is starting them, (and)
elting to the point where it starts to
ook like a fire truck,” Dingee said.
“It always seems to gel most tedious
when you get near the end and
you're doing the little stuff "

But there's no rushing the work, ¥

largely because Dingee is his own

toughest critic. He's been known to

&c:lsomelhing built and then decide
it's no good.

“I'll throw It over my shoulder,
and start over,” he said.

Dingee, who moved to Cornish
from Connecticut six years ago, said
he's always been intrigued by fire
trucks. His father was in the ma-
chine shop business, and after moy-
ing to Cornish, Dingee began doing
fire truck repairs. Building entire
lnﬁks seemed a4 natural step, he
suid.

Not that it's an easy market to
enter. Bidding Is very competitive

and towns are cautious about who
they deal with with. Many prefer
large mnnufncl‘m!s. In case there
are \ .

“Quite a few towns, | didn't get
the bids, quite frankly, because |
didn't have a track record We had
o prove ourselves, we had to show
that we could build something that
was going o stay together

But his tation grows, and so
does his lil:tp‘(,)f customers. He re
cently finished a truck for Newbury,
VL., and has contracts to build new
trucks for Woodstock, South Royal-
ton, and Saxtons River, Vi, next
ear,

Dingee said he can bulld a truek
for less than a large manufacturer,
and he thinks he give a town more
individual attention, “Nine times out
of 10 if we build a truck we're going
to be dolng the service work on it
We know the truck inside and out ™

In fa¢t, he becomes somewhat
attached to his trucks. He fcels pride
when he sees one of the (rucks he
built in service, whether at a four-

‘alwrm-fire or in & Fourth of July

parade.
“Little towns take a great deal of
ide in their fire departments, their
iremen, and their cquipment e
said, “I'm the same way."
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SWEARING IN — Cornish
Selectman David Monette, left,
swears in the town's new fire chief,
John Rand, Wednesday In the

5 i
selectmen’s office. Rand will take
over the duties of former chief Scott

Kearns, who recently resigned.
(Ruth Rollins Photo)

Cornish fire chief sworn in

CORNISH, N.H. — John Rand was
sworn In as chief of the Fire Depart-
ment by Selectman David Monette
Wednesday. Witnessing the event
were Selectmen Chester Newbold
and Michael Yatsevitch as well as
former Fire Chief Scott Kearns who
resigned from the position.

Rand has been a member of the
department since moving to Cornish
in 1972 and is highly recommended

by fellow firefighters. He is em-
ployed at the Army Cold Regions
Research and Engineering
Laboratory, Hanover, and resides
with his wife and two sons at Cor-
nish Flat.

Rand, who has also been active in
the Cornish Rescue Squad, recently
retiring as its president, will be the
fourth chief in the 43-year existence
of the volunteer department,



CLAREMONT FlRE\lEN used lhe_]lwu of foc to extricate two victims
from their car after a head-on collision Saturday. Two passengers in
another car which came to rest nearby the first vehicle were also taken to
Valley Regional Hospital. (Dawn Handschuh Photo)

a.,l.T.ua. Mov 31953 ) 0\

Four inj jured in crash

CLAREMONT, N.H. — Four area
residents were hospitalized Saturday
following a two-car, head-on crashon
Route 120, Claremont

The accident occured at aboul & p.m
when a sedan driving north just past
the New Hampshire Vocational
Technical College collided with a Volvo
station wagon heading south

The sedan's occupants, Jody Tebo

and Gerard Branch, and the station
wagon's, occupants John and Polly

Rand, were all transported to Valley
Regional Hospital, Claremont

The Rands had to be removed from
their vehicle by use of the Jaws of Life.
According to police on the scene, they
apparently suffered head and neck
injuries

Claremont police and firelighters
arrived at the scene at 5:10 p.m. Traf-
fic was stopped in the area for approx-
imately one hour

Conditions ol the injured were un-
available at press time
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look on. (Ruth Rollins Photo)

Cornish gets fire truck

CORNISH, N. H. — Larry
Dingee, Dingee Machine Co., Cor-
nish Flat, turned the keys to the
new fire truck over to town of-
ficials Friday during a plcture-
taking session near the town of-
fices, School Street.

The $92,000 truck was approved
by voters at the 19586 town meet-
ing. The Ford cab and chassis was
purchased from Grappone Ford,
Concord and the complete fire
body built by Dingee Machine,

over four months. All work, with
the exception of the lettering, was
done by Dingee Machine.

The new truck, which replaces
the 1962 Mack pumper taken in
trade, in equipped with a 750
gallon water tank, 2,000 feet of
three-inch hose, three one-and-
one-half-inch attack lines and one
two-and-ane-half inch pre-connect
hose.

A deck gun, with top mount
control panel, allows the pump
operator good eye contact for sur-
veying surrounding areas at the
fire scene and will be especially

useful at such things ns a barn fire,
fire officials said.

The truck, which is equipped
with all standard equipment, is
also equipped with five Scott Air
Pacs, (self contained breathing ap-
paratus,) Six firefighters can re-
spond on the truck.

The steel cab and chassis has an
aluminum body, with plastic-lined
water tank which lightens the
weight. This feature will be an
advantage when responding to
fires on Comnish back roads, fire-
fighters said.
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Investigators said that the fire that destroyed this vacation home in Cornish probably started in a woodstove.
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Vacation Home In Cornish Burns

CORNISH A vacation home on
Parsonage Road owned by a Connecticul
family burned yesterday morning

A trail of blood in the snow and a dry
patch in the driveway where a car had
apparently been parked at first led the
;mfi)f-v and fire marshal to suspect arson

“1t looks right now like it started from
the woodstove,” Cornish Fire Chief Scott
Kearns said. ‘‘However, whoever wus
there didn't have any right to be there.”
The house is owned by Robert Kallinich

of Gilford, Conn., who uses |l as a
hunting cabin and vacation home. Kallin
ich was in Connecticut at the time of Lhe
fire.

Kearns said the blood appeared to
indicate “someone was injured during
the night and left.” Next-door neighbor
Paul Jackson said a path of blood led Lo
several homes, including his own. The
police took blood samples from his truck,
Jackson said.

The fire was reported at 7:34 in the

morning by Jackson's family. My oldest
daughter noticed it."" Jackson sald. “'She
hollered.” and when Jockson looked.
“flames were shooting right out the
roof.’

Kearns sald Comnish, Menden, and
Windsor firefighters came to the scene
and had the fire controlled in about a half
an hour. "It was a total Joss," he said
Tt was just about gone when we gol

there. "
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Cornish House Blaze Just A Drill

CORNISH — For more than 30 years, the 1'g-story
cape on Wayside Lane had been in Bruce Tracy's
family.

He grew up the house, which was built sometime in
the Late 18505 or early 1860« His mother lived there until
last Wednesday

On Saturday, more than 40 volunteer firefighters
from six different departments arrived at the house for
a training session. By the end of the day the house was
reduced 1o ushes. :

“We wanted to get rid of it, simply because we didn't
have time to restore it said Tracy, who plans to build
a new house on the site for himsell and his wife Debra.
His mother Rena will move into a trailer on the

y.
But neither Tracy nor his mother went to watch the

house burn. 1 didn’t feel like watching it,"" he said.

For the firefighters, the day was “very much a
success,” according to Cornish Fire Chief John Rand,
who said that volunteers from Cornish, Meriden, Plain:
field. Windsor, Claremont and Newport focused primar-
ily on extinguishing interior fires during Saturday’s
SESSIOn

After doing exercises on ventilation overhaul and
search and rescue, the firefighters started aboul a dozen
small fires in the house o practice extinguishing
mtenior fires.

Finished with their training, the firefightérs torched
the house and watched it burn to the ground. Rand said
the house was consumed within an hour

“Our primary emphasis was just on interior fire
attacks, so firefighters would get respeet for the amount
of heat and fire and Smoke that's inside,"said Rand.
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Vaolloy Noews — Larry Crows

Fire Chief Scott Kearns shows Cornish voters picture of fire truck he wants to buy. They appropriated monay for it.

Moments Of Levity
Break Up Routine

FEven the most businesslike town
meeting has ils share of humorous
asides, and there were a few at
meetings around the Upper Valley
yesterday.

In Charlestown, resident John
Ahern expressed his dismni; al the
lack of fiscal restraint exhibited by
his fellow volers,

“I don’t think we have lurned
down a single thing tomight so if
your taxes are higher you know
why,”" Ahern said before Charles-
town's meeting adjourned. ‘“You
can tell the world that if there is
anything they want, they can come

here to Chariestown to get it."
LS~
Things were a little different in
Cornish, where Library Trustee

Frank Ackerman actually asked
volers (o take money oul of the
library's budget, Ackerman said the
§7.844 request for the library could
be reduced by $600 because the
request had been inaccurately cal-
culated.

A few generous residents sug-
gested putting the extra money into
the library fund anyway, prompling
resident Fred Sullivan to remark,
“If they lf)]!elhey don’l need it, why
give it to them?" An overwhelming
majority agreed with him, and the

gel was reduced.

L
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Cornish firefighters battle the flames at a fire that began in the chimney and destroyed Jim Gregory's house this morning.

Fire Spreads Too Fast To Be Containe

By LEE HORWICH
Valley News Staff Writer

CORNISH — An early morping fire that
started in the chimney destroyed the Route 124
home of Jim Gregory.

The house was fully engulfed in flames by
6:30 n.m., when the first firefighters from six
towns — Cornish, Plainfield, Windsor, Clare
mont, Ascutney and Springfield — responded to
the call.

“When 1 woke up, 1 smelled smoke,"” Greg-
ory said. He immediately called the fire depart-
ment and left the house

“The fire had to start in the chimney, and
the radiant heat spread the fire to the rest of
the structure,'" he said.

Flames, ashes and smoke shot up more than
100 feet in the air, making the fire visible
across the Connecticut River in Windsor and for

three miles to the south and north along Route

12A,
Gregory, who works at the Greal Lakes

Airplane Co. in Claremont, had lived alone In

the one-story, cape-style house for six years,
By 7:30, firefighters had extinguished most

of the flames. but pieces of the house still

Fire Reports

smoldered. The fire spared only the unstacked
cord of wood on the north side of the house.

Cornish Fire Chief Scoll Kearns said the
frigid temperatures did not directly hamper the
firefighters, but the lack of water did. Since
there was no source of waler near the house
except the frozen Connecticut River, tankers
were forced to shuttle to (wo unfrozen parts of
the river — near the Cornish-Windsor covered
bridge and south on Route 12A in Claremont —
to bring water back (o the fire.

Gregory said the house was insured, bul no
estimate was available on the cost of the
damages.

Route 12A was closed between Claremont
and a mile south of the covered bridge for part
of the morning

i o
THETFORD — A fire of undetermined origin
damaged a barn at the home ol Dan and Nancey
Tilden in Post Mills early this morning.

Thetford Fire Chiel Guy Cook said Tilde
electrician, had an office and workshop 1
barn. The fire was on one side of the bui
and was working its way up the stairs
firefighters from Thetford, West Fairlee,
Lyme arrived shortly before 2 a.m.

“We got there in time lo get water on |
save most of the bullding,"” Cook said.

He said the caose of the fire is still
investigated, but he doesn't believe it
arson, "It wasn't the wiring and it wasn'
woodstove, but I'd rather not say just
started it until I'm sure," Cook said.

The Tildens' insurance investigator wi
up lo look at the barn with him later
Cook said

R
DANBURY, N.H. (AP) — Sélectman M¢
Austin says it is unusual that Edward
Eleanor Colby’s house burned lo the gr
without anyone noticing
The Colbys’ ranch-style home was alx
mile from & main road.

A gas company driver making a delive
the house on Thursday found it had burne
the ground.
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Sullivan County Launches
Study for Dispatch Center

By BRAD HILLS

Union Leader Correspondent

NEWPORT — A seven-mem-
ber committee is currently re-
viewing a recommendation
that calls for Sullivan County to
establish a county-wide public
safety dispatch center.

The committee, which was
appointed by the Sullivan Coun-
ly commissioners, held its first
meeting on Thursday. Another
session will be held at the New-
port Distriet Courthouse tomor-
row.

““The parties are working ex-
lremely well together,” said
pounty business manager Rob-
ert Hemenway following the
[irst meeting.

Serving on the panel, in addi-
[ion to Hemenway, are New-
port Police Chief Arthur Bas-
[ian, Sunapee Paolice Chief
Drville Fitch, Claremont Fire
Chief Thomas Ford, Lempster
Pire Chief Phillip Tirrell and
smergency medical service
representatives Steve Neil of
Charlestown and Larry Dingee
of Cornish,

The committee is looking ata
report that was presented to
he county commissioners by
he International Association of
Police Chiefs last month,

The IACP called Sullivan
county’s current public safety
rommunications *‘less than de-
sirable'' and recommended
hat the county establish a dis-
yateh center at an estimated
innual operating cost of
1318,832. The TACP also esti-
nated that the center could be
el up with a capital outlay of
246,800,

The committee will be re-
lewing several options for the
lispatch center. :

Once the review is complet-

ed, the committee will submit a
recommendation to the com-
missioners, and ultimately to
members of the Sullivan Coun-
ty legislative delegation, who
would have to come up with the
money to pay for the center.,

In its report, the IAPC noted
that police, fire and ambulance

—— -

emergency telephone numbers
vary from one town to the next;
radio and telephone equipment
is old, unreliable and unrepair-
able in many areas; dispatch-
ers, in most instances, are im-
properly trained; radio
transmissions are complicated
by mountainous terrain; and
public safety personnel are of-
ten forced to communicate with
one another through ‘‘round-
about-means."’



" New home ravaged by

family was to move in
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CORNISH, N.H. — Fire de-
stroyed the nearly-completed
home of Arthur and Carcl Brown,
Jackson Road, early this morn-

The two-story structure was
ablaze and the attached garage
nearly destroyed when fire-
fighters arrived on the scene.
Over 40 firefighters from Clare-
mont, Meriden, Plainfield and
Cornish responded to the mutual
aid call.

The fire began at approximate-
ly 12:15 a.m., accarding to Cor-
nish Fire Chief John Rand. He
did not know how the fire was
started, but added that State
Fire Marshal Thomas Norton
was at the scene for a short
period of time “and will conduct a
full investigation during daylight
hours today,” he said,

Although mutual aid depart-
ments were released from the
scene at 4 a.m., firefighters re-
turned to the home later that
morning to control burning em-
bers that started up again.

The Browns began building the
house in the fall and were ready
to move in. Their present home in
Claremont is in the process of
being sold.

“We will probably rebuild, but
right now it is overwhelming. We

(Please see HOME-Pg. 8)
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MIDNIGHT FIRE — A blaze of unknown origin destroyed the
hameolAﬂhur-ndClroleWedcnldaymnlng.The
home had been under comstruction since last fall and the

HOME

From Page |

did a lot of the work ourselves,”
gaid Mrs. Brown.

Mrs. Brown would not com-
ment on the cost of the construc-
tion, but did say the house was
insured. In addition to the house,
several pieces gf wqyﬁmtion
equipment were destro

Alugnbuctuloederpnbd
the building was saved due

ion of firefighter
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Two of
three-inch hose were laid up the
steep, winding driveway from a

B
:
%
g,
:
1

family was planning on movi
next few weeks. (Ruth Rollins
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AN EARLY AFTERNOON fire Thursday damaged a single-story house on Center Road, Cornish.
Valentina Ivanov and her son, whose name was not available, escaped without injury. Cornish Fire
Chief John Rand suspects the cause of the fire was an electrical problem. The circuit breaker box
was destroyed, and part of the floor in a bedroom had be removed. “Structurally, there was not a
lot of damage,” he sald. Cornish firefighters were assisted by five area departments. (Wayne Carter
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Cornish barn leveled

AN UNUSED horse barn owned by Marths Cooper on a logging road in Cornish Flat was leveled by
a Sundny afternocon blaze. Over 20 volunteer firefighters and members of the FAST squad

responded. (Pat Mudge Photo)
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AN EARLY AFTERNOON fire Thursday damaged a single-story house on Center Road, Cornish.
Valentina Ivanov and her son, whose name was not available, escaped without injury. Cornish Fire
Chief John Rand suspects the cause of the fire was an electrical problem. The circuit breaker box
was destroyed, and part of the floor in a bedroom had be removed. “Structurally, there was not a
lot of damage,” he sald. Cornish firefighters were assisted by five area departments. (Wayne Carter
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Cornish barn leveled

AN UNUSED horse barn owned by Marths Cooper on a logging road in Cornish Flat was leveled by
a Sundny afternocon blaze. Over 20 volunteer firefighters and members of the FAST squad

responded. (Pat Mudge Photo)
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25 Cornish volunteer firefighters
honored for years of service

CORNISH, N.H. — Recently 256
Cornish Volunteer Firefighters
were honored for having more
than five years of service.

Years of Service Awards were
presented to Andrew Kuhre, 43
years; Leland Atwood, 27 years;
Robert Hunt, 22 years; Elbert
(Tim) Bannister, 21 years; and
Clarence (Pete) Decatur, 19 yeara.

To show recognition of past
members, the Cornish Fire De-
partment Association is establish-
ing an honor roll which will be on
display in the Engine One Station,
showing the firefighters names
and years they served.

The association purchased a
bronze plaque, also placed at the
station, which reads that the sta-
tion was built entirely throught
volunteer efforts of the members
and friends of the Cornish depart-
ment.

The building, built in 1984,
stands on four acres of land
donated to the Town of Cornish by
Ruth and Dwight Wood.

The Cornish Fire Department
responded to 82 calls during 1987,
including automobile accidents,
power line problems, mutual aid,
chimney fires, public assists, haz-
ardous spills and smoke investiga-
tions, as well as several alarms
and two structural fires.

The Cornish firefighters hold bi-
monthly training sessions and
weekly fund raising activities in

their efforts of providing excellent
fire coverage for the town,

New guidelines adopted by the
National Fire Protection Agency
has established stricter operafing
procedures for departments. In-
cluded in these guidelines are
standards for protective clothing,
communications, operating pro-
cedures and protective devices to
mention but a few.

To lessen the financial impact on
taxpayers, the association is ob-
ligating money towards the
purchase of protective pants which
is one of the standards. (estab-
lished by the National Fire Protec-
tion Agency.)

The department is building a
two-story training tower, which
will be used to improve the skills of
the department.

Also awarded were Dale Rook,
18 years; Thomas Spaulding, 17
years; Robert Rice and David
Wood, 16 years; John Rand, 15
years; Polly Rand, 14 years; Scott
Kearns, 12 years; William Fitts,
Nathan Cass, Michael Monette,
and Steven Monette, all 11 years;

Also Robin Waterman and
George Aldrich, 9 years; Jamesa
Lukash, 8 years; Peter Burling, 7
years; William Monette and Law-
rence Dingee, 6 years; and Steven
Fellows, Gary Chilton, Mark Dube
and Lee Baker, all 5 years;

‘_—“GLE TIMES, Thursday, January 14, 1988
Fire departments get
hazardous waste grants

By SANDRA LOWE

CI..AREhanﬂNT. l\llh.H. — With re-
cent large spills ruining the
drinking water of large popu-
lations in other areas of the coun-
try, the prospect of even smaller
incidents affecting local resources
becomes real.

So the Sullivan County fire de-
partments received some good
news recently that could help pre-
vent hazardous materials hurting
local areas.

Governer John H. Sununu pres-
ented first-ever grants from a state
revolving fund established to aid
local efforts in dealing with haz-
ardous materials, and Sullivan
County received $10,500 out of the
$47,00.

Assistant Fire Chief Victor
Bergeron said the money will be
used to train firefighters from the
county to deal with such problems
as industrial oil leaks and highway
traffic accidents involving vehicles
carrying such materials, “There's a
lot of nasty chemicals out there
and we want to train (firefighters)

in order to avoid somebody gettir
hurt.”

He gaid the training would i
clude learning to recognize a prol
lem situation which the depar
ment was underequipped to har
dle, calling in help to handle th

through 1983 legislation whic
directed 5 percent of fees an
penalties collected from the trans
portation of hazardous material
to be returned to local com
munities. The law was amended
1987 to increase the communitie:
share of funds to 15 percent.

Bergerun said the $10,500 wil
help the county “begin the process
of training firefighters,

He said training will be held a
the Claremont Fire Department’s
training facility on Sugar Rive:
Drive. Construction of training
platforms will begin in the spring,

-he said.

-EAGLE TIMES, Friday, August 26, 1988

Fire damages
Cornish home
CORNISH, NH. — About 35
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£ Electrical Fire Damages Home

{2CORNISH — A fire that was caused by an electrical problem
famaged a corner of the single-story residence of Valentina
anov on the Center Road yesterday afternoon,
'Cornish Fire Chief John Rand said the fire was reported at
:10 p.m.
«The blaze was battled by 19 firefighters from Cornish and
rsonnel from the Claremont, Meriden, Plainfield, Ascutney
d Windsor fire departments.
+» Rand said the residence sustained very little water or smoke
gamage.

firefighters from Comish and
Meriden responded to a Center
Road basement fire Wednesday
around 6 p.m.

Asgistant Fire Chief Michael
Monette said the fire was con-
tained to the basement of the home
of Robert Hall, but that the house
received smoke damage, and the
floors of the log-cabin frame
home’s kitchen sustained 3

The Claremont Fire Department
covered the Cornish station and no
injuries were reported.

The cause of the fire is being
investigated by the state fire
marshal's office.
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Cornish volunteer firefighters Mike Monette, left, and Bob Michal, right, slide the face of the bingo board
together while replacing light bulbs and checking electrical connections before the fire department
sponsored game at Cornish Town Hall. The state inspector paid a visit a week earlier and recommend-
ed the routine maintenance. The department has been running the game for the last four years.

Bingo in Cornish

Games Benefit
Fire
Department

Photographs and text
by James M. Patterson

ORE THAN AN HOUR BEFORE
STARTING TIME, the Cornish
Town Hall is filled with

murmurs of conversation and decision
making. Busy hands sort through
hundréds of cards with practiced
speed, weeding out the useless in
favor of those with potential for prof-
L.

Cards are chosen and fat ink mark-
ers, wild-haired trolls and other trin-
kets are in place for good luck, The
murmur turns to & dull roar punctuat-
ed by the snap of “rip tickets” popped
open by the hundreds, their owners
hoping for a return of a couple dollars
10 buy another handful of the perfo-
rated cardboard game pieces.

As Cornish volunteer firefighter
Mike Monette's voice comes over the
loud speaker, reciting the rules of the
game with a calm familiarity, few in

CONTINUED FROM PAGE Cl

improvements. such as 4 recent inte-
FOr paint job,

Players from as far away as Florida
and Wisconsin attend the game with
the friends and family members they
are visiting. and everyone fs lnokini:
for more than just a chance at the
nearly $10,000 “Carry Over Cover-
all" jackpor.

Severul women point out that the
money goes 1o 4 good cause, and
many attend as an enjovable way to
contribute to the fire department.”

The night

(ables.

cyele again,

moves on at a dizzying

pace, hundreds of eyes scanning sev.
erul cards at once hefore someone
calls *Bingo!™

Volunteer firefighter Bob Michals
works the floor quickly, nccounting
for each successful “combinution
before the magnetic wands that draw
in the colored chips clatter over the

Soon Monette is back on the loud
speiker callin

£ numbers, starting the

the meeting room are diverted from
discussions with their neighbors. Only
when the first hall pops into Monette's
fingers and he calls the opening bingo
number does the noise die down.
replaced by the soft, focused pound-
ing of markers moving over some-
times 12 paper bingo cards for every
player,

The bingo games, which benefit the
Cornish Fire Department. have been
running from 6:30 1o 9 p.m. every
Tuesday for the last four years. The
depurtment runs the smoke-free
game night asa social event, complete
with refreshments provided by the
ladlies auxiliary, and puts some of the
proceeds back into the Town Hall for

See Binco—C10

Monette reac
off a number
while calling
for the bingo
game.
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Bingo! Hope Goes Up In Smoke

CORNISH — By about 8 o'clock Tuesda{
evening, the cigaretle smoke was cotton thic

and creeping floor to ceiling about the Cornish
Town Hall, T was 60 minutes and about $6 into
my first bingo game, and was staring through
teary eyes at six cards on the table in front of

1 had yet to
win a game, lo be
even close to win-

Stephen Gordon
ning a game. But
I wasn't alone

me
| Q Valley News
— Seventy people,

Columnist
mostky women, lined the tables — a little lighter
crowd than on most nights, said Leo Maslan of
the Cornish Fire Department, which sponsors
the weekly games — and most would go home
losers in an hour or two.

And most will return next week.

Bingo is a fairly simple game. You buy
cards that have 25 squares, all numbered
except the middle one, which is a free space. As
someone al the head- of the room shouts
numbers pulled from a barrel, you scan all of
your cards, placing little tokens over each
square in which the numbers appear.

When your lokens cover a horizontal, verti-
cal or diagonal line, or when you have covered
each corner, you shout BINGO! and win some
money. There also are special games in which
you win by covering the entire card or filling in
a variety of configurations,

For most of the 25 games played Tuesday,
the u‘)rize was $15 or $20. The prize in one game
would have been $500 had someone got bingo
within the first seven numbers. In another
game, it would have been $300 if someone had

Vallay News — Dan Huntin

Barbara Miller, left, and Claire Sprague use bingo markers to play a special game.

covered the entire card within 59 numbers. (It
took 62, and the prize had dropped to $50.) The
last game, a cover-all, had an $88 prize, which
was splil between two people. | helped pay

those prizes. .
In playing six cards at one time, I was

(Continued on page 10)
— BINGO

BINgo

(Continued from page 1)

showing myself to be a novice. Sitting to my left,
and helping me when I missed a number or fell

revealed people playing next to little porcelain
::I;‘ngds. tiny stuffed animals or pictures of their
ren.

behind, was Jean Menard of Claremont, She was
playing 21 cards and having no trouble with it,
nor with keeping a close eye on the progress of
her partner Barbara Miller, also of Claremont,
who sat opposite her, Menard always knew what
numbers she needed to have bingo on one or more
of her cards, as well as what Miller needed. (As
partners, they split all winnings,) But then, Miller
played fewer cards.

“I play 18," she said just before the number-
calling began, “but that’s so I can talk while I
play. I tried playing 21, but I couldn't visit."

The paraphernalia of bingo is surprising. The
sponsor supplies the cards, but the players must
bring their own chips. Most also buy magnentic
wands to collect the chips off their cards after
each game, and specially made “‘Dab O Ink Bingo
Markers"' that leave a chip-sized dot on the paper
cards sold for special games throughout the
evening.

Menard glues little eyes on some tokens, and
uses them to mark places in which she is one
number from a bingo — situations called “waits.”

“One thing you'll see here if you look around

. . Is people bringing lucky things,” Miller said,
noting that she and Menard don'l go in for such
charms. Indeed, a look around the hazy room

EENC=_l S0

Minutes later, Miller got BINGO! and won $28.
She collected it and quickly passed it to Menard,
myself and Claire Sprague, playing across from
me. We all rubbed the money and handed it back.

“It's supposed to be lucky,” they said.

Despite playing with 39 cards between them,
Miller and Menard carried on a fluid conversa-
tion, punctuated by “‘Oh, that's the first time that
number's been out lonight,” or “I've got two
wails now," or “G5? That's been a good number
for me tonight."

How often do you play? I asked them,

“Once a week," said Menard, “unless my
husband'’s out of town. Then I play every night."
She laughed, and took that back.

How much do you spend on an average bingo
night, when you don't win?

“We can’t say," Miller said. *'Our husbands
don't know. We tell them anywhere from $5 (o $8,
but it’s more like $20."

The players lake a break halfway through the
night, after which they can buy new cards or
exchange the ones they have. I did both, doubling
to 12 new cards. A few games later, I was on the
verge. One number from bingo. The caller need
only have called, “Under the B, 4."

“Under the B," he called, “3."

—_—

Shortly before the night ended, th
offered a largeNrn'ze to the first person to
card entirely. Menard moved quickly dow
one number left. Number after numt
called, but none was hers. Each time, the
of someone else winning increased. Eac
her number stayed hidden.

“Nervous?" | asked.

“Yes,"” she said. “See, my palms are
ing." A couple of numbers later, a voice
through from the other side of the smo,
BINGO!

Frustrated, Menard swept her chips
happened last week, too," she said.

Maslan, the fire department’s bingo cre
for the evening, said after the games,
people and smoke straggled out togeth
they took in about $800 Tuesday night, a
out $633 in prizes. The state collects abot
IiinF and other fees each night. The ry
to the fire department.

Bingo has been good to the Corni
department, The new fire station across th
from the town hall was paid for entire
three or four years' worth of bingo profi
year, the department donated $10,000 low
purchase of a new fire truck. It sure bea
sales and dances, Maslan said. **Hour for
labor), this is the best that we can do."

They got my money.



To the Editor:

This past Wednesday, the Cor-
nish Fire Department ran its last
bingo game after nine vears of
operation. Because the termi-
nation of the game caused some
feelings of disappointment among
members of the department as
well as among the players, |
thought a few lines might help put
things in perspective.

The chiel reason the game had to
close was diminished attendance.
The number of people who came to
play dropped to the point, literally,
of no return. I suspect the closing
of the Cornish-Windsor Bridge
played a major part in that; many
of our friends could no longer get to
us. It was also hard for our mem-
bers to continue to find time. The
ever-increasing demands of train-
ing, preparation and actual emer-

@nqhmm meant that evenings
were to free up for bingo.

EAGLE TIMES, Wednesday, June 8, 1988~

Bingo has served Cornish well

The main point is that things
change, and the nine years of effort
came to an end. They were years of
tremendous accomplishment, the
fruits of which should be known to
all who ran or played in the game.
In addition to the countless pieces
of smaller equipment that were
purchased by the department as a
result of the game, there were the
following: A new chassis for our
tanker, made possible by the
game; a new fire station, built by
the department with proceeds of
the gume; and s new fire truck (our

Valley News

Engine One), made possible by the
fact that the game had produced
revenues which could be used to
reduce the tax burden, It was a
great effort.

For all of this, the personnel of
the Cornish Fire Department will
remain grateful, both to the people
who came to play and to the
citizens of Commish who gave us
pssistance and support. Thanks to

you all.
Peter Hoe Burling
President, Cornish Volunteer Fire
Dept. Inc.

Thursday, June 9, 1988

Explanation Of Bingo’s Demise

To the Editor;

Last week, the Cornish Fire Department ran its last
hingo game after nine years of operation, Because the
AnM & Al o , Py, AYTeT iidy

(T G IETT I s T yees——



Valley News Thursday, June 9, 1988

Explanation Of Bingo’s Demise

To the Editor:

Last week, the Cornish Fire Department ran its lust
bingo game after nine years of operation. Because the
terminution of the game caused some feelings of
disappointment amongg members of the department as
well s among the players, | thought a few lines might
help put things in perspective.

The chiel reason the game had to close was
diminished attendance. The number of p«?nle who came
to play dropped to the point, literally, of no return, |
suspect the closing of the Cornish-Windsor Bridge
played a major part in that: many of our friends could
no longer gel to us. It was also hard for our members (o
continue to find time The ever-inercasing demands of
tradning, preparation and actual emergency service
meant that evenings wore hurder to free up for bingo,

The main pomt 18 thal things change, and the nine
years of effort came o an end. They were vears of
tremendous accomplishment, the fruits of which should
be Known to all who ran or plaved in the game [n
addition to the countless pieces of smaller equipment
that were purchased by the department as a resull of
the game, there were the lollowing: A hew chassis [or
our tanker. made possible by the game; a new fire
station, built by the department with proceeds of the
game: and a new fire truck four engine opel, made
possible by the fact that the game had
reventes which could be used to reduce the Lax burden.
It was o greal effort

For all of this, the personnel of the Cornish Fire
Department will remain grateful, both to the le who
came (o play and 1o the citizens of Cornish who gave us
assistance and support. Thanks 1o vou all

PETER HOE BURLING
President
Cornsh Valunteer Fire Department
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FIRE DAMAGED the Cornish home of the

'

Dr. Leonard M. Rudolf family yesterday.

¥
-

(Photo by Brad Hills)

Cornish House Damaged by Fire

CORNISH — The hillside
home of Dr. Leonard M.
Rudolf and his family re-
ceived severe damage during
a fire early yesterday morn-
ing.

There were no injuries and
the cause of the fire remains
under investigation.

Fire Chief John H. Rand
said heavy fire was visible on
the second and third floors at
the east end of the three-story
contemporary residence
when fire crews arrived about
1am.

The local fire department,
with mutus! aid assistance
from the Claremont, Plain-
field and Meriden fire depart-

ments, brought the blaze
under control in about one
hour, but some firefighters
remained at the scene until
about noon.

Fireligthers from Cornish
laid 1,600 feet of hose from
Paget Road up the driveway
to the Rudolfs' home. The
Claremont Fire Department
set up at the bottom of the
driveway while crews [rom
Plainfield and Meriden
manned operations at ponds
on the Center and Paget
roads,

Firefigthers also pumped
water from a swimming pool
in front of the home.

About 50 firefighters

fought the blaze.

The home is about 12 to 18
months old, Rand said.

Rand said the fire damage
wias contained to the second
and third floors, but that
heavy smoke and heat dam-
age was sustained throughout
the house,

Rand said the Rudolfs.
called in the initial alarm. Heé
said the noise from the fire
awoke the Rudolfs before
their smoke detectors were
activated.

Rand said the Rudolfs are
staying with neighbors, the:
Wallace A. Cole family on.
Paget Road.

|



Chimney Fire Goes Up In Smoke

Damage Limited

In Cornish Home

CORNISH — Firefighters from
Cornish, Meriden, Plainfield and
Claremont extinguished a chimney
fire in a Cornish home Saturday that
w—— cfl slight water

Police/Fire damage, ll?orga se-

vere smoke dam-
_Repo—ns age and left
furniture and clothing basically in-
tact, said Cornish Fire Chief John
Rand. No one was hurt.

The house belongs to Jenny and
Dave Wood, who were away at the
time of the fire. The firefighters
reached the scene at 4:15 in the
afternoon, Rand said, and had con-
trolled the blaze within 45 minutes.
His company remained at the scene
until 9:30, however.

“Il was very icy during the day
and on the ground around the fire,”
Rand said. “(That’s) very treacher-
ous when you are trying to move
quickly "

‘ Valley Nows - Bﬁl Co
Cornish firefighters search for the source of smoke inside David Wood's Cornish home Saturday
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ON THE SCENE — Firefighters clean up this morning follow-
ing an early morning structure fire in Cornish. (Wayne Carter

Cornish family left
homeless by fire

CORNISH, N.H, — A fire on
Paget Road enrly this morning
has left one family homeless,
Comish Fire Chiof John Rand
said today

According to Rand, about 50
firefighters from Cornish,
Claremont, Meriden, and
Hanover responded to the blaze
at the home belonging to Dr.
Leonard Rudolph. He said the
fire began about 1 a.m. It took
about an hour to bring the blaze
under control, he naid

Rand described the damage
to the upper two foors of the
three-floor, single-fumily resi-
dence, as severe. Rudolph, his
wife, and two children, were at
home at the time of the fire, he
said

Smoke detectors woke family
members up and they were able
to escape, according to author-
ities. There were no injuries.

Rand said the fire is under
investigation und that no cause
has vet been determined,

S
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Ashes Start
Grass Fire

CORNISH — Discarded ashes
from a wood stove started & gras
fire yesterday al-

%)crnn;m that Police
urned an acre Report
of land, accord- p

ing to a fire department spokesman
The fire started at the Alexande:
Daincu re?‘s’dcwnfoc on West Tass Roa
an( burne a nexghbors prop
y, according to the fire depart
mcnl Fifteen firefighter:

nvitnoitiehadt 1ha Blore



CORNISH — A partition fire
near & house chimney was con-
tuined before it caused much dam-
age Saturday morning, according
1o Cornish Fire Chief John Rand.

The fire happened at the Tharon
Tewksbury residence on Tandy
Brook Road at about 10 a.m. Satur-
day.

“The Tewksburys foriunately
were at home and pretty much had
the fire contained,” Ruand said
“They apparently had gotten into
the wall themselves and were
putting on buckets of water '

From the evidence of the char
Rand said, it appears that the fire
started in the thimble, which is the
access urea lo Lhe stovepipe from
the chimney

Cornish firefighters removed a 4-
foot by 4-foot section of both the
interior and exterior walls around
the chimney to ensure that the fire
extension didn't go bevond that
areq,

Cornish, Claremont, Meriden
and Plainfield fire departments
responded to the fire,

Cornish lirefighters contuined
the fire within 15 minutes

Valliry Nows -« Stwpfanag, ¥
Stavcn Mongtte chcu 5 undér the eaves for more signs of flame at the Tewksbury reside:
in Cornish Saturday, where 8 fire caused little damage. Larry Dingee, laft, is ready to assist.

Firefighters Kept Busy

Valley Azenc qb aly 11879
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CORNISH BLAZE — Firefigh

Sunday on Old Turnpike Road. (Wayne Carter Photo)

Fire strikes Cornish home

CORNISH, NH. — A fire
enused extensive damage to an
Old Turnpike Road home Sun:
day, The home was unoccupied
ut the time and no injuries were

Frank Amuadon, a neighbor,
who was camping out with his
children in his backyard, woke
up to nolse coming from the
home shortly after 6 a.m. and
discovered the blaze

“At first he thought someone
was breaking into the house™
Camnish Assistant Fire Chiof

Mike Monette said.
Cornish  firefighters found
fire coming vut of the e ends

of the two-stury log eabin strues
ture, ownud by Diane D. Cos-
griff, and a heavy fire within
the home upon arrival.
Engines from Claromont,
Moriden and Plainfleld re-

ters from four towns worked to extinguish an early morning fire

to mutusl aid calls

fire was brought under

control by 6 am and fire

fighters left the scene at 11:30
am.

No damage estimnte was giv-
en, but Monette said, “it wan
pratty close to a total loss ™ The
cause of the blaze lu under

investigation by State Fire
Marhal Tomn Norton

|
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Fire Destroys Cornish Garage, Contents, Car

CORNISH — A gurage and its
contents — including a car — were
destroved in a fire yesterday after-

noon
Doug Thayer ‘;)l ':w Cornish Flu:
Department said the garage at
home of Doug McGrath was fully
engulled in flames when Orefighters
arrived. The home Is off Route 120
Just south of Cornish Flat. The call,

from someone who saw the fire
while driving by, came in just before
1 pm. It was under control minutes
later.

“It was mostly down when we got
there,” Thayer said. The owners
were not home.

In addition to leveling the garage,
Thayer said, the fire dest a
Saab, two snowmobiles and every-

thing else inside the bullding.

Firefighters from Meriden as-
sisted Cornish at the scene, and o
crew from Plainfield covered the
Cornish station.

Thmer said state Fire Marshall
Tom Norlon visited the fire scene
later In the afternoon, and will
investignte its cause. No cause was

V.
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and the state Forest and Lands
Division, according to Fire De-
partment spokeman Doug
Thayer.

No one was home at the time
of the fire.

The garage was separated by
about 10 feet from the modular
home owned by McGrath, but
firefighters were able to keep
the home from being dnmaged.



ramily rinas riope in 11e€ ASNes

By ROGER CARROLL
Valley News Stalf Writer

CORNISH — They're planning another
warty in Cornish

“It's like a tradition in this town," said
esident Tertia Zapletal of the commu
lity’s track record for holding parties to
welp residents whn, for one reason or
mother, need a hand. She listed a
windful of people who have overcome
wdversity through community effort.

The latest Cornish resident to meet
vith a bad break is Diane Cosgrilf. Her
og home on the Old Turnpike Road was
festroyed by fire ca:tlf- Sunday morning.

The blaze, according to stale Fire
Marshal Tom Norton of Plainfield,
started in a light fixture in the dining
00m.

“Tt was a total toss)," said Cosgriff,
~ho works at the Upper Valley Senior
Citizen Center in Lebanon,

She called it a miracle that nobody was
nome when the fire broke out, Her two
children, 9-year-old Matt and 12-year-old
Carrie, were staying with their father for

the weekend.

Cosgriff was al a [riend's house in
Claremont, and she had taken her dog
Bull along. Cosgriff's 18-year-old cat

Thunder and Carrie's gerbils weren't so|

lucky. They died in the fire
Her friend, Mac MacLeay, was the first
to learn of the fire, Cosgrill said: When

he heard on the radio that firefighters:

were pumping waler from the brook
along School Street, he called the fire
department to find out which house was
on fire,

“He woke me up and said, ‘Do you
wanl lo go see¢ a fire In Cornish?'"
Cosgriff said she was less than enthusias-
tie, but agreed to go alter he told her it
was near School Street in Cornish and
might be someone she knew,

During the ride, Cosgriff wanted to
turn on the fire department radio. Mac-
Leay told her it didn’t work well.

As she walked up Old Turnpike Road.
Cosgriff kept asking people whose house
was on lire. *"Nobody was really answer-
ing me,"" she recalled.

She got an answer just belore she saw
the flames shooting out of the windows of
hcrdhnmc. *1 kind of came apart," she
said.

As is their custom, Cornish residents
have taken it upon themselves to’help put
one of their neighbor’s lives back to-
gether.

“There is going to be a house demoli-
tion party and a building party,” said
Zapletal, a friend of Cosgriff’s who is
helping to coordinate the effort.

“I've sent out fetters to a lot of Cornish
peaple, including builders and carpenters
to let them know we'll be calling on them
for a donation of time,” Zapletal said.

She's hoping to organize a work crew
later this month to clear the site and
make way for construction of a new
home. f

Cosgriff said she hasn't decided what to
build yet — it'll depend on how much
money she has to work with from the
insurance settlement — but she has
started to look at plans.

The lamily, she said, was able to move

immediately into an apartment in Clare
mont that had become vacant a wee
before the fire. Other people had pu
down a deposit on the place and wer
planning to live there but postponed thei
plans after hearing about her loss.

Her children, at first devastated by th
fire, are starting lo handle it better
“Once in a while they think, ‘Oh, I don'
have that (item) anymore.’

People have rallied to the Cosgriffs
side with donations of children’s clothing
household items and other necessities.

Losing everything, said Cosgriff, ha
made the family relish what they do hav
and Jook with amazement at the suppor
the town has thrown behind them. "0
ves," she said, “so every little thing w
get now Is going to be big,"

Like the soccer ball that boosted he
son's spirits this week, or the family'
new matresses, “People are just s
supportive. They've gone over an
above," Cosgriff said of her neighbors
“It takes a lot of the worry and anxiet
out of losing everything."
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HOUSE BLAZE — Firefighers climb ladder to battle house fire in
Cornish Saturday. (Wayne Carter Photo)

Fire damages
Cornish home

By JEFF LANAGAN
Writer

CORNISH, NH - Ahm-atory

Lwime w
cxumoiv: interior damage dm

u fire Saturday afternoon.

Firefighters from Cornish,
Claremont, Meriden and Plainfield
responded to the blaze, which
touched both floors and the attic of
the private home.

The owners of the home, David
and Gina Wood, were away for the
day and & neighbor reparted the
fire shortly alter 4 p.m. The blaze
was declared under control at 5:04

11» fire was inside the interior
walls of the home, said Cornish
Fire Chief John Rand, and many of

the

walls were destroyed. The
home, white with a single-story ell
connected to it, was located “in the
middle” of Center Road, Rand
snid. A cause of the fire hus not
boen determined, said Rand. A
roprosontative from the State Fire
Marshall’s office was at the home
Soturday to aid in the investiga-
tion for n cause.

The home hus & wood stove,

(Please see FIRE-Pg. 5)

When firefighters oarrived,
smoke wans coming through eves in
the attic and Mames could be seen
on the lirst loor, Rand said. At 6
p.m,, some flames were still burn-
ing around the chimney in the
nttic. By then, many frelighters
were busy tossing charred wood
out through some of the home's
many broken windows

Rand suid that a nearby brook
normally used as o water supply
was not available. Two tankers,
one with o 2.000-gallon capacity
and one with a 3,000-gallon capaci-
ty, were used Lo supply water.

More than 10 fire trucks re-
sponded to the scene, but Rand
was not certain how many fire
fighters responded. There were no
injuries reported

| —
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Fire Causes Light Damage To Parsonage

T

CORNISH FLAT — An inadequate extension cord on

freezer caused a small fire this morning
- e of the United Church of Cornish, according to

ﬁ'i'e fire department.

in the

The Rev. Dale lﬁ?:lw Nicholas, who wais sl&eg’i:%;
the living room of the parsonage, was awaken
bdme:gzsbymiseln!ukncben,accordimwboug
'lhycroflheCornishFireDmmmt.whouidalllﬂs

information came from Fire Chi

John Rand.

Nicholas found a fire burning next to a small freezer

in the kitchen and

put it out with a fire extinguisher,

Thayer said. The electrical fire was caused by the use of

an under-rated cord, he sald.

Eighteen firefighters and two fire trucks responded
to uxeghcall at the parsonage, at Stage Road am
120 in Cornish Flal. There was only a small amount of

& —EAGLE TIMES, Tuesday, April 18, 1969

Wall fire extinguished

CORNISH, N.H. — Cornish fire-

dence, Route 12-A, early Monday
afternoon. ters were called
to the scene at 12:43 p.m,

The fire was contained to an
outside wall, according to Doug
Thayer, a spokesman for the Cor-
nish Fire Department

The burned area was about 10
feet by 4 leet, u;l th& cause was
ruled a crack fireplace
chimney, Thayer said.

A total of 22 firefighters re-
sponded, including Claremont fire-
fighters on n mutual aid respanse.

The fire wan declared under con-

T ——

trol at 1:13 p.m.

EAGLE TIMES, Friday, October 27, 1985—

Fire in parsonage
does little damage

EA@‘T!NN Oc

CORNISH, N.H. — An electrical
fire broke out early Wednesday
morning at the United Church of
Cornish parsonage. The minister
was able to put it out before it
caused n great deal of damage.

According to Corniah Fire Chief

un extension cord used to power a

27, 1A31

Nicholas, who lives at the
parsonage, noises coming
from the kitchen.

She discovered the fire and was
able to put it out with a fire
extinguisher. Firefighters, who re-
ceived the call at 6:23 am., in-
spected the kitchen and found the

damage, Thayer -sald

protect the span, which is currently being repaired.

Fire Destroys
Cabin in Cornish

CORNISH — A fire of unde-
termined origin destroyed a
two-story log cabin on Old
Turnpike Road yesterday morn-
ing.

"The fire was reported at 5:08
am. by Frank Amadon, a neigh-
bor who was camping in his
heckyard with his children.

r When Assistant Fire Chiefl
ﬁchnel Monette arrived at the

ne, Names were coming out of
gc gable ends of the house and

ere was “heavy fire" in the
terior of the structure, said a
kesman for the Cornish Fire
partment.
#% The blaze involved 24 Cornish
Smﬂghters and 20 mutual aid
refighters from Claremont,
eriden and Plainfield.
i The fire was brought under
cpntrol at 5:57 a.m,

Valley News Tuesday, April 18, 1989

Fire Damages Home By Covered Bridge

CORNISH — A fire caused minor o a
Cornish home just down the road from the
Windsor Covered Bridge early yesterday afternoon.

Cornish Assistant Fire Chief Mike Monette said the
fire al the home of Thomas LaFlam on Route 12A
apparently started as a chimney fire in the living room
fireplace and burned

“"H'N “MI1STIHONYW “¥30V3IT1 NOINN IHL
6861 e m ‘Aopuoy —

Lo the adjacent wall.
fire, said Monette, took about 10 minutes to bring
under control. There was smoke the house,
but fire damage was limited to the wall behind the
fi where the fire started.

re trucks from Plainfield, and Claremont re-
sponded 1o assist Cornish at the scene, about 200 yards
from the bridge. No special measures were taken to

, John Rand, the fire was caused by

fire out. The walls were slightly
damaged.

freezer. The Rev. Dale Louise
1 £ . Monday, July 10,1969 N LEADER, MANCHESTER, N.H. — Tuesday, April 25, 1
. Fire Destroys Garage in Cornish
Huge Flash, ;l:l,l& K g AZE  CoRNISH—A 12-foot-by-20-foot wood frame garage on Rot

CORNISH FLAT — Lightning hit a
spruce tree on Route 120 this morn-
ing and started an electrical fire in
an adjoining house. ‘

it sounded a lot worse than it
burned.

Lois Sitts said she was doing
macrame downstairs a little after 9
a.m. when she heard an explosion in
her son's room upstairs. She called
the Cornish Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment, which sent virlually every
truck.

LI
i J, 120 was destroyed by fire yesterday afternoon.
o When firelighters arrived WY ™ Cornish Fire Chiel John Rand said the blaze was reported by
point in the upstairs back room, and Passer-by about 1 p.m.
burned a small hole where outdoor l':;:l:strucwm was engulfed in Names when firefighters arriv
Jectrical Il nect 1o the house. & scene.

%'hey w .ﬂ. five minutes to A vehicle that was used for parts was also destroyed. A pick
put out the blaze with a fire extin- truck sustained extensive paint damage.
guisher. The fire was brought under control in 15 minutes.

Michael Monette, assistant fire  Rand said the probable cause of the fire was the rekindling o
chief, sald the lightning bolt hit & brush pile that had been burned.
spruce Iree, and sent a surge of The garage was owned by Douglas MeGrath.

ectricity through its branches 10 There were no injuriesand firefighters cleared the areaat 2:
the electrical lines. p.m.
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Odd Summer Storm
Soaks Upper Valle

By ROGER CARROLL
Valley News Staff Writer

The skies rained cats and dogs on the
Upper Valley vesterday, then piayed pos-
sum for & while belore opening up sgain

There were the usual winds, thunder and

lightning, but the

Tornadoes smash MeEhlight was the
through the Northeast. sheets of blister-
Page 6, Ing rain that came
- cangiwentovand
came again through the day. Those who
ventu into the sunshine often came back
soaked,

The storm’s bark was worse than its bite,
and damage was hmited. Rainfall amounts
were nol,

At the North Haortland Dam, Project

Manager Jim Dyer sald 0.95 Inches of rain |

fell; not o lot compared to some other
places: “It came in bursts at my house in
Sharon,” Dyer said. We got 1.24 inches."

North Haverhill reported 144 inches of
rain and the Lebanon Afrport flight service
station reported o more than an inch of rain
during the 24 hours ending at 7 pm,,
according o meteorologist Murk Breen, who
keeps track of such things for the Fairbanks
Museum and Planetarium in Saint Johns-
bury, Vt.

“Those amounts would essentinlly have
been from yesterday's storm.” Breen said,
noting that the Burlington International
al received the most rain in the state,
with 198 inches.”

Breen said the storm system was caused
by warm air moving in and pushing out cold
atr that had settled over the region, Usually,
he said, the region gets its storms the other
way around: Cold air pushes out warm air
It takes longer for the warm air to push out
the cold, Breen said, so yesterday's storm
system moved slower that usual, lingered
longer, and gave additional time for addi
tional storms fo brew: hence the back and
forth effect between calm and violent
weather,

Despite the torrents of water that ran
along roadsides, public works officinls re
ported few problems locally.

Stephen. Gray, the assistant engineer ut
the state highway garage in Enlield, said

(Continued on page 12)

— RAI!

Don Amison, son of Lois Fitts, asks Cornish Fire Capt. Larry Dingee when he can go
shoes. He left the house in & hurry when lightning struck it yestarday morning, sta
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Rain
{Continued from page 1)

the storm t nothing major in

the way of problems,

Dispatcher Ray Burke said the
Vermont  highway department  re-
ceived no re ol storm-related
damage [rom the Upper Valley area,
1 Montpelier's storm  drains
couldn’t handie the torrents, and
severnl inches of water backed up on
the streets of the state capital,

Lebanon Public Works Director
George Gline was astonished that
the city didnt experience similar
problems, The fact that the down-
Euurs came and went, he said,

clped storm drains cope. Il was
quick and over. and we were able to
handle i, said Gline.

The storms brought lightning in
flushes and bolts, but damage was
limited. Lols Fitts received a scare
when a tree that had been hit by
lighminﬁozm a surge of electncity
to her house in Cornish, causing a
small electrical fire that was quickly
put out,

Electric companies reported nu-
merous outages owing 1o lightning
and falling trees and brunches.

A fallen branch caused the longest
reported outage — about two hours
— in the Quechee, Pomiret area
served by Central Vermont Public
Service

In West Windsor, about 500 to 60
customers lost their electricity for
about 30 minutes alter Hghtning hit a
power line and shut a breaker off at
the substation, according to Bill
StHlson, CVPS Service superintend-

ent

Stillson said crews were being
callod out 1o service lines until about
3 a.m WNNE television and custom-
ers in Cavendish, Windsor. Cornish,
Plainfield and at the lug of Mount
Ascutney lost power briefly, he

ndded.

Some Granite Stale Electric cus-
tomers also lost power in scaltered
locations. aceording to Richard
Holmes, district supervisor of field

incering. Residents in the Hard
Hill area in Lebanon, Poverty Hill
Lane. the East Hill area in Enfield
and e living just outside the
village of Meriden were among those
who lost power, be snid. adding that

Yesterday's Rainfall
1.80- C? ﬁ ﬂ
Yeo North Hartland's

.95 Inches was low
= for the reglon

8120
5
o
£ %
H
2 50

35

&- o - =
Town Bethel Gratton Hanover Lebanon® North  Sunapee’
Hartland

Figures indicata raintall for 24 hours ending early this morming, axcept. “pariod
measurad s 7 am. - midnight; **measurements taken at 430 pm each day.
Source: National Weather Service cbservers

Valkey News - D Marnintts

service was entirely restored by 11
p.m.

Green Mountain Power customers
who live on River Road in Norwich
and one house on Jericho Roead in
Hartford lost power yesterday, but it
went back on by 4:30, according to
Steve Blood, distriet manager,

Str Writer Rachel Gottlieh con-
tributed to this story,
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CABLE FIRE — Cornish firefighters had to turn their atten-
tion to a limb on a Route 120 telephone cable Sunday, Damage
prevented long-distance calling for a while. In the photo,
firefighter James Lukash handles the hose. (Ruth Rollins
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FLAGPOLE DEDICATED — Members of the Cornish Volunteer Fire Department dedicated a

flagpole and plague in memory of Randall Kenyon, a 15-vear member of the department. Taking
part in the ceremony were from left, the Rev. Dale Nicholas, United Church of Cornish, Robert
Maslan, Nathan Cass, Clarence “Pete” Decatur, Fire Chief Michael Monette, Kenyon's wife,
Margaret, his son, David Kenyon, and his grandson, Brian Hastings. (Ruth Rollins Photo)

Cornish dedicates flag pole

CORNISH, N.H Cornish
residents witnessed the dedi-
cation of o Nagpole und plague
placed at the Cormish Fire Sta-
tion on Town House Road, in
memory of Randall Kenyon.
who served the department as a
volunteer for 15 years

Kenyon served as o lieuten-
ant in the department and was
responsible for providing first
response af the Town House
Road station

Kenyon's son, David, madoe
the Nag presentation and the
Nag was hoisted by department
members Clarence Decatur and
Charles "Chuck” Sullivan, The
plagque was unveiled by Robert
Maslan. Also taking part were
Fire Chief Michael Monette and
Nathan Cuss,

The dedication ceremony was
conducted by the Rev. Eric
Burnurd, First Congregatinal
Church, Claremnt, and the Rev,
Dale Nicholas, United Church

of Cornish, with Kenyon's
grandson, Brian Hastings, in-
volved, wearning his  grand-
futher’s fire hot,

Those present included Ke-
nvon's wife, Margurel, daugh-
tors, Dorothy Bennelt, Goshen,
Doreen Burnell, Newbury, and
Charlene Huostings, Claremont,
Also attending were son Dexter
Gokey, Newport, and grand-
daughters, Katherine Stewnrt
and Sally Gokey




Cornish family
rebuilds after

winter fire

By RUTH ROLLINS
Correspondent

CORNISH, NH When Wil
linm Balch left to attend the Day
tona 500 stock car race in Febru
ary with friend Richard Girard, he
never imagined that an  eorly
morning fire would wipe out his
home and much of the Gamily's
belongings

The Balches son, Russell, hod
just spent leave time home from
the Navy and was roturning 1o »
new ship, the LS. Pelilou in Long
Beach, Caolif. It wns decided
Barbarns Balch would travel ns far
us Sussex, NaL with him to visit
her mother and mistern. 5o she wis
nway nlso

The fire call wius discovered al
12:04 wm. on Feb. 19 and when
firefighters arrived they found the
home {ully invalved. Firefightor
stayed on the scene the rest of the
morning, checking the remauins of
the fire, which was caused by
electrical problems

Following a enll from her son
Jeffrey, who resides in Claremont
M= Balkh
home site by Lois und Robwrt Per
nsso

Unable to be reached, while re
turning by bus, Hill Balch Jearned
of his loss

The Cornish

wis brought to the

two days nfter the fire
Fire Department

—

members arranged to help with
cleanup chores nnd the rest was
taken away by Donald MocLeay,
who the Balches cannot speak
nbout highly enough. Tho site was
rvalied for n new home lot

“The fire departments that re-
sponded did a wonderful job.” said
Balch. Twoa firefighters were
troated ut Mount Aseutney Hospi-
tal for minor Imjuries

When the couple was able to get
their thoughts together, they felt
the purchase of a modular home
would solve their need for living
quarters and “was the natural way
to go” Mrs. Balch's brother-in-daw

(Plense see ASHES-Pg. 6)

-

the ashes

« EAGLE TIMES, Friday, June 7, 1991

I e
WATCHING — From left, David Dunn, Havens Home represen
ative, West Balch, Margaret Balch, Burbarn Balch, the Rev. Da
Nicholas, and Bill Balch wateh as the ridge cap is placed on th
roof of their new home, top photo, by Haven Home worker
recently, (Ruth Rolling Photos)
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. Inthe line of fire

Three stories on firefighters and a survivor

.
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WOMEN FIREFIGHTERS — Fighting fires is no
longer strictly a man's job, with many towns in the
I'win State Valley utilizing the firefighting skills of
women. Among those women are, in photo above,
from left, front row, Polly Rand of the Cornish Fire
Department, Elsie Heiser of the Ascutney Fire
Department, and Tammy Files, 8 member of both
the Windsor and Ascutney Fire Departments; back
row, Tracy Spaulding, Sue Reltze, and Charron
Picknell, all of the Ascutney Fire Department,




Gage Is
Named As
Windsor
Fire Chief

By SUSAN J. RAND
\Y News Correspondent
R — Windsor has a new
fire chief — the town's fourth in
eight years — but this one says he’s
here to stay.

And he's no newcomer o lown.
Lewis Gage Jr., in his 14th year as a
Windsor . lakes over today
as chief.

Gage, who lives in Cornish, has
been acting chief since since Octo-
ber, when former chief Rom Lima
left Windsor for the chiefl's job in
Rye, N.H.

One of Gnge's priorities is estab-
lighing some continuity in the admin-
istration of the Windsor department,

Gage said In a interview
lufenlghL “l'mmefmrd to

sta in Windsor for quite a few
ey

Town Manager David Battistoni
appointed Gage to the post, which
pays just over §33,000,

“He's very capable of doing the
job,"" Baltistoni said. “I think he
(had) proven himself even before he
was acting chief."

Gage, 50, will oversee a staff of
three fulltime firefighters, 24 call
gmrdlm)m lnd 18 to 22 emergency

| technicians.

His other goals, said the chief, are
to adopt & set of town building codes
and to work on fire prevention edu-
eation both in town and in Windsor's

schools.

Gage also said he wants to find a
permanent home for Windsor’s fire
trucks, which are now being housed

in the town's municipal e and
the former

Almost two ago, cracks
were in the station
floor. F the floor's colla
under the t of the trucks,

officials immediately moved the
trucks out of the building.
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Firefighters honored for chase

By RUTH ROLLINS
Contributing Writer

CORNISH, N.H. — Sen.
George Disnard recognized
Cornish firefighters Dale

O'Connor and Larry Dingee for
their exceptional courage and
quick response to a potential
disaster in March, during an
awards ceremony held at the
Cornish Fire Station recently.

Both Dingee and O'Connor
were also read letters of thanks
from Gov. Judd Gregg, thank-
ing them for their efforts to
prevent serious injury during
an emergency situation,

When the Cornish depart-
ment was toned to respond Lo a
car fire at the Cornish covered
bridge, O'Connor left the
Elementary School office where
she serves as secretary and
was picked up at the fire sta-
tion across the road by Dingee.

Not far below the Elemen-
tary School they met a moving
car billowing with smoke.
Dingee made a quick turn back
to the school to keep the stu-
dents from the road and out of
danger. With no students in
sight, Dingee turned again,
passed the burning vehicle and
managed to block the north-
bound lane as the car ap-

CORNISH FIREFIGHTERS were honored recently for
their part in a burning car chase. From left are, firefighter
Dale O'Connor, Assistant Fire Chief Larry Dingee, Sen.
George Disnard, Fire Chief Michael Monette and Barry
Bush, state chief of the Bureau of Fire Standards and
Training. (Ruth Rollins Photo)

proached Route 120.

Though O'Connor and
Dingee were unable to stop the
burning vehicle. they managed
to force it toward Claremont,
where Claremont police were
able to control the situation.

The wvehicle was finally

e ——

——

brought to a halt by Claremont
police who had moved in front
of the vehicle. When stopped,
the vehicle had no right front
tire and another tire so flat and
badly worn that the rim had
worn down nearly to the axle.

A plaque was also presented
Fire Chief Michael Monette
during the event, which was
organized by Lawrence
Stevens, Claremont,

Other contributions to
0'Connor and Dingee were giv-
en by Red Barn Sporis,
Charlestown, their plaques
were donated by Scranton &
Son Trophy, Claremont.

Others taking part were
Selectmen Michael Yatseviteh,
John White and Robert
Maglan, Barry Bush, chief of
the Bureau and Fire Standards
& Training, of the New Hamp-
shire Department of Safety,
and Capt, Willlam Wilmot of
the Claremont Police Depart-
ment.
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HANDING OVER THE REINS — Nathan Cass, left, is
congratulated by outgoing Cornish Fire Chief Mike
Monette with the department’s new International fire

- 3

T

truck in the background. Cass was worn in as chief of 1
volunteer fire department during a regular departm
meeting on Wednesday, (Ruth Rollins photo)

Cass named new Cornish fire chief

By RUTH ROLLINS
Contributing Writer
CORNISH — A new fire chief
was named during the Wednes-
day evening meeting of the
volunteer fire department.
Cornisgh selectmen swore in
Nathan Cass to take over the
duties of chief, following the
recent resignation of Michael
Monette, who served as chief
the past five years. Monette
will continue as a member of
the department. Cass was ap-
pointed for a three-year period.
Both Cass and Monette have

been members of the depart-
ment for more than 20 years.
Both have gone through the
ranks together, always con-
cerned with the safety of both
the men and the equipment.

Fourteen years ago they were
vying for the position of assis-
tant chief. Monette won out
and served in that capacity for
nine years before becoming
chief of the department.

“Now he has it all back,"” said
Monette, who stepped down to
have more time with his wife,
Robin, their two sons and both
his and his wife's parents,

The fire chief position is not

=, only demanding during fires,

accidents and mutual aid situ-
ations, but requires being a
member of many committees.

“Tt is quite time consuming
and takes its toll on family
life,” said Monette.

He feels one of the most
important accomplishments
during his five years as chief
was to encourage townspeople
to approve money to replace
the propane-fired heating sys-
tem at the Cornish Elementary

e Yo Py 1R TP N TN SOl B <

Among the many duties that
Cass will be responsible for will
be monthly training sessions,
finishing the writing of a dis-
aster emergency plan and the
budgeting process.

“Another heavy duty respon-
sibility will be building inspec-
tions,” said Cass, “Especially
with the heating renovations
being done at the elementary
school.”

During the swearing-in cere-
mony Selectman Stuart
Hodgman thanked the entire
department for their volunteer
efforts and especially Monette
for his many years of service
and Cass for stepping forward
to take on the chief's duties,

Hodgeman told those attend-
ing that the department's or-
dinance, written in 1943, has
been updated several times
and will be renewed with some
changes, such as the part that
allows only male members to
join the department. Cornish
has had several women fire-
fighters who have performed
well and will continue to have

women firefighters, he said.
%Y Dl Ny
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said, “The department is
tunate to have people

Monette and Cass take
positions. They have |
available most of the time
this department everyone |
together, none of us know
the answers, But when a
ation requires it, we all

well together. During e
gencies each man knows

to do, No one waits to be t

Cass has not only bes
member of the Cornish Vi
teer Fire Department but
served as deputy fire chi
Meriden too, a position he
step down from in the
future,

He is the owner of N
Country Door on Route
just over the town line in P
field. He lives next to the |
ness, which makes him a
able for both day and
emergencies. He and his
Sherry, have three childre

The Cornish Volunteer
Department, which has 28
fighters, answers an avera
100 calls annually, inclu

P vty P O L Beel RO E e T
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Qulck thinking
saved the day

By ANDREW C. NELSON
Staff Writer

CORNISH — Assistant Fire
Chief Larry Dingee said it was
instinct bred from extensive
forest fire training that led him
and another firefighter to take
measures that saved n Cornish
fire truck and themselves.

On Sunday a brush fire that
burned more than 30 acres off
Hunt Hill Road in Windsor had
engulfed the truck, Dingee and
Windsor Capt. Ron Fisher.
Windsor Fire Chief Law Gage
credited the firefighters' action
with saving the vchicle and
themselves.

Rather than fight the fire
with hand-pumped canisters,
the firefighters opened the con-
tainers and poured the water
around the truck "and then
dove under the truck and

crossed their fingers until the
fire ran past them,” diverted by
the water, Gage said.

“That’s a tough one,” Dingee
said this moming when asked
how he knew what would be
the best way to save the truck.

“It's just what you do. Here in
Cornish we're very well trained
in the use of hand tools used to
fight forest fires. Something
instinetive comes with that”

Dingee said it was “just
minutes” that he and Fisher
were trupped under the truck.

“Before you know it, it was
all over,”™ Dingee said.

The fire, which came within
100 feet of one of three houses
in the area, got out of control
when gusting winds took hold
of a small garden fire. Gage
didn't reveal who was watching
over the fire.



" Man sought in Co

Allegedly set blaze
after arguing with
owner over phone use

By ANDREW NELSON
Staff Writer

CORNISH — Police are searching for
Jason Charbono after he allegedly set fire
Thursday night to the Cornish home he was
living in.

At press time, it was not known if
Charbono, 37, escaped from the Dingleton
Hill Road home, which was gutted in the
blaze.

According to an affidavit for a search
warrant, Charbono allegedly told the
house’s owner, Bradley Sausville, “we're all
going to die,” as he struck a cigarette lighter
to a flammable liquid poured in the hallway.
Charbono and Sausville, 45, lived in the
house.

District Judge Albert Leahy Jr. granted
the search warrant.

At press time, police were waiting for fire

investigators to comb through the cubbled

determine whether Charbono died 1y the fire
or escaped

State police issued all points bulletins for
Charbono Thursday night and this moming,
saying he is wanted for attempted first
degree murder and should be considered
armed and dangerous.

A week ago Sausville asked Charbono to
move out, the affidavit says. The document,
filed in Claremont District Court, says
Sausville — who was able to escape the fire
— told authorities that after the two argued
about telephone use Thursday night,
Sausville heard “clicking in the hallway™
and upon checking, saw a wel, oily sub-
stance on the floor.

After Charbono allegedly ignited the
flames, Sausville said he beat Charbono
over the head with a cane and then punched
him in the head with his fist, according to
the affidavit, which doesn’t say what hap-
pened next.

State Fire Marshal Thomas Norton wrote
in the search warrant that a “charred gallon
metal container was lying on the kitchen
floor” when Norton searched the home.

(Please see FIRE-Pg. 6)

The fire was first reported at
6:40 p.m. Thursday. About 60
firefighters from Cornish,
Plainfield, Meriden, Windsor
and Ascutney responded.

“It was a difficult fire.” Cor-
nish Fire Chief Michael
Monette said. “Out on a back
road. Too little manpower and
too little water at the begin-
ning of the fire. It had a good
head start on us."
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CORNISH FIRE — This home owned by Bradley Sausville of
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Cornish was allegedly set on fire by a roommate following an
argument about phone use. It was not clear at press time whether
the roommate, identified as Jason Charbono, was able to escape the

blaze. The house was destroyed. (Wayne Carter photo)

The green house with gray
trim was burned out by about
10 p.m., Monette said.

Flames ghot through the roof.
Fire consumed the second floor,
preventing firefighters from
going upstairs, said Monette,
who was at the scene until
about 4:30 this morning.

The New Hampshire State
Police Major Crime Unit was at
the scene this morning, along
with Cornish Police Chief Joe
Osgood.
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Man faces
arraignment
for arson

Suspect arrested in Windsor

T'he Associnted Press

CORNISH — A 37-year-old
Cornigh man will be arraigned
Monday, charged with arson in
n lire 1l Lhe house of his land-
lord and housemnte

dnson Charbonoe s charged
with starting the [fre after
Lhrentening  his  housemalte.
Hradley Sausville, police said

He was arrested at 5:10 p.m.
Friday in & public parking lot
in Windsor by Windsor police
and 14 being held at Woodstock
Regional Correctionnl Facility
in Woodstock, Vt., on $25,000
cash bail as a lugitive lrom
Now Hampshire

Chorbone will be arrmigned
in Vermont District Court in
White River Junetion when the
jgsue of releaging him to New
Hampshire nuthorities will be
dotermined

According o court records,
Charbono allegedly told
Sausville, "We're all going o
die, as he struck a cigarette
lighter to o Aammable liguid
poured in the hallway Thurs-
duy evening.

Sausville, 45, escaped [rom
the house. which was gutted by
the fire. Police scarched
Lhroughout Thursday night for
(harbono’s body in the debris,
according to Thomas Norton of
the New Hampshire Fire
Marshal’s office, before learn.
ing he had escaped

Suusville, who owns the
house, asked Charbono to move

“nid Folitical Atvertismg

Jason Charbono is
charged with starting the
fire after threatening his
housemate Bradle)
Sausville

out a week ago, according to
court documents. Snusville told
authorities after the (wo
argued about telephone uvse
Thursday night he heard
“clicking in the hallway™ and
found a wet, oily substance on
the floor.

After the fire started,
Sausville said he heat
Charbonoe over the head with o
cane and then punched him in
the head with his fist, cour!
records said.

Norton said a “charred gallon
metal container was lying on
the kitchen floor” when he
searched the home.

About 60 firefighters re.
sponded to the five at 6:40 p.m

“It was a difficultl fire,” Cor-
nish Fire Chief Michael
Monette said. “Out on a back
road. Too little manpower and
too little water at the begin
ning of the fire. It had a good
head starf on us.”

Firefighters were unable to
go upstairs because the flom
wasg burned away, said
Monette, who was at the scene
until about 4:30 Friday morn

ing,
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By ANDREW NELSON
Staff Writer

CLAREMONT — Jason
Charbono was arraigned today in
Claremont District Court on
charges he set a fire last week that
destroyed the Cornish home in
which he was living.

Charbono, 37, has confessed to
pouring Coleman camping up-
pliance fuel on the kitchen {loor
and igniting it with a cigarctte
lighter during the incident last
Thursday night. Charbono had
been arguing with his roommate
and landlord, Bradley Sausville,
45, about using the telephone,

No plea was entered on Lhe felo-
ny arson charge. If Charbono is
found guilty in Sullivan County
Superior Court, he could face 74 ta

If Bradley Sausville was in
the house &s Jason Charbono
allegedly flicked his lighter,
then Charbono could also be
charged with attempted first
degree murder, according to
County Attorney Marc Hath-
away.

14 years and-or a $4,000 fine. The
case would move to Superior Court
after a probable cause hearing set
for Sept. 23 in District Court. Dis-
trict Judge Jean Burling set bail at
$25,000 cash.

In a stotement to New Huamp-
shire State Police signed shortly
after being arrested in Windsor on

JASON CHARBONO, left, is led into Clare-

mont District Court by Sullivan County
Deputy Sheriff Don Coons this morning,
Charbono was arraigned on a felony
charge of arson resulting in a fire in
Cornish last week. (Wayne Carter photo)

Z4s)le Tinss .S(m I3 laay

Alleged arsonist is arraigned

Friday, Charbono said he drank
vodka from the time he woke up
Thursday until he passed out at
noon. At about 6 p.m., he woke up
and wanted to make a phoné call.
Sausville wouldn't let him, ap-
Knrently because of a high phone
ill from the previous month.
After drinking more vodka for
about an hour, Charbono says he
found a half-full can of the camp-
ing fuel in the mud room and
poured it “on the couch and the
rest on the floor of the kitchen.”
But before he lit it, Sausville hit
him on the head with his eane.
Charbono said” he lit the fuel
when he “came to,” and that
Sausville was already out of the
house.
Sausville’s version of the events

As nearly 60

house, He wo

firefighters
struggled to extinguish the
| blaze, Charbono says he passed
out in the woods behind the
up the next day
and went back to the house.
Two state troopers asked who
he was, but he gave a false
| name, Charhono was later ar-
rested behind the Cumberland

differs. According to police,
Sausville claimed Charbono told
him “we're all going to die” as he
ignited the fuel, And only then, as
the fire raged, did Sausville hit
Charbono with the cane and flee
the house.

If Sausville was in the house as
Charbono allegedly flicked his
lighter, then he could also be
charged with attempted first-
degree murder, according to Sul-
livan County Attorney Marc Hath-
away.

Hathaway said the two versions
of events are being investigated to
determine whether the additional
charge should be filed.

(Please see CHARBONO-Pg. 6)

White River Junction and was
sent to the Sullivan County
House of Corrections.

He was sent back to the
county jail in lieu of bail this
morning,

On the witness stand today,
New Hampshire State Police
Det. Michael Carroll testified
that Charbono had lived with

Farms convehience store in Sausville for 14
. ] months,
Zdesor. u;h e he had gone to  that Sausville had re?:enbt.lll :
uy some fo asked him t
Oh . I i 0 move out and too

waived an exradition hearing
istrict Court in

in Vermont

away his telephone privileges
after a $235 bill the previgus
month.
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New Hompshire state fire Investigator Tom Norton examines the scene of a Comish fire that police say was Intentionally set Thursday,
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Man Charged With Burning Cornish House

By ED BALLAM
Valley News Staff Writer

A Cornish man was arrested in a
Windsor parking lot vésterday afternoon
on an arson charge,’ just hours after
Nirefighlers left the charred remains of
the house he had shared until it was
tdestroyed by a Thursday night fire.

Jason Michael Charbono, 37, is
charged  with Class ‘A felony arson,
.luurdm;. to 8 New Hampshire State
Police news release

Police say Charbono Intentionally set
fire to.a house ot Dingleton Hill Road in
Cornish that he had temporarily shared
with Bradley Sausville

Charbono set fire to the house at 6:45
[» m, Thursday, police sald in the re

ase, and then fled the scene as the
blaze gutled the 1%-story wood-frame
bullding. He was, arrested in Windsor
veste n\ nts mp m.

Ball war set at 25,000 [orf Charbono,

who is being held at the Woodstock
Correctional Faciiity as a fugitive from
New Hampshire. An arraignment was
scheduled for 12:30 pom. Monday in
Windsor District Court in White Rliyer
Junction, at which time the releass of
Charbono to New Hampshire authoritles
will be determinad, the release said

According to police reports and court
records, Charbono threatened Sausville
before setting fire to the house,

Police and [lire ollicials Initially
thought Charbono died in the blaze, but
no human remains were found at the
scene during andnvestigation. A prelim-
inary M‘.u'cg ofthe area was conducted
Thursday night, police said, but Char
bono was oot found

“We belicyo he staved out all night "
sald State Police Sgt. Wayne Fortier, a

(Contipued on page As)
FIRE
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(Continued from page Al)
member of the State Police Major
Crime Unit.

Fire investigators and state police
:aere on et}lg sceneﬂ for mhosl g?\l l}‘:

yesterday, sifting through 1
rugble and the charred remains of
gilﬁ gray home near the top of the

State Fire Investigator Tom Nor-
ton collected sev pieces of evi-
dence and took photographs of the
scene.

He said his dog, Cinder, “‘got a
workout'' yesterday investiguting
the fire. The dog is trained to detect
flammable substances that may
have been used in arson fires. He
said the damage to the home was
“extensive."

According to court records, Saus-
ville asked Charbono to move out a
week ago and the two fought about
lelAeﬁhone use on Thursday night.

er the fight, Sausville said he
heard “a clicking in the hallway"
and found a wet oily substance on
the floor. According to court
records, Charbono told Sausville,
“We're all going to die,” as he
struck a cigarette lighter to a
flammable liquid poured in the hall-
way. Norton. sald he found a
“‘charred gallon metal container
(that) was lying on the kitchen
floor"" when he searched the home,
the records said.

At the scene yesterday, Norton
had a scorched Coleman lantern fuel
can in the back of his station wagon
among other pieces of evidence.

Sausville, 45, escaped from the
burning house after he allegedly
beat rbono over the head with a
cane and the punched him in the
head with his fist, according to court
records.

Cornish Fire Chief Mike Monette
said that when firefighters first ar-
rived on the scene, they were told by
a neighbor that someone was in the
building at the time the fire broke
out.

“We tried to get into the building,
but there was just too much fire,”
Monette said. ““We started the proce-
dure to get in, but there was just no
way. We had fire coming out the
living room window and I would say
we had good fire on the main floor of
the house.”

Once the fire had been extin-
Enu:"shed, police searched for Char-

0's body before learning that he
had escaped.

Yesterday afternoon, the dor-
mered, cape-style home, gray with
white trim and nestled into a stand
of Iagge maple trees, was sur-
rounded by state police vehicles, two
cars from the fire marshal's office,
and local police and fire officials’
vehicles,

PGiou tp ievs ows consiats o

to have been completely gut-

ted by the fire and many of the

exterior walls were charred where

(f’ire burned through the broken win-
ows,

~—mg "
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Valley News — Geoff Hansen

New Hampshire State Police Trooper Benedict Hargraves takes down
Information on a driver of a pickup truck, in background, that police
say struck the back of an unmarked state police car, foreground, at the
Intersection of Route 12A and Townhouse Road in Comish yesterday
afternoon. The trooper in the car was Investigating yesterday's fire.

Fortier said he considered the
buildlng a total loss, And as of
yesterday afternoon, authorities
were unsure whether the building
was insured.

A white Chevy Camaro was
arked near the Earage and an old
arm tractor, with a trailer load of
cor\:\;rood attached Lo it, was parked
next it.

Monette said about 50 firefighters
from Cornish, Plainfield, Meriden,
Windsor and Acutney battled the
fire, which was reported at about
6:40 p.m. The fire was essentially
out by about 9:30 p.m. and firefight-
ers remained on the scene until
about 4:30 a.m. yesterday morning.

It was the third house fire in 18
days for the Carnish Fire Depart-
ment, Monetle said,

“We've been busy lately," Monette
said. *'Too busy."

Sgt. James Kelleher. a member of

the Major Crimes Unit from the
Keene barracks who was investigat-
ing the arson fire, was involved in
car acciden! yesterday afternoon.

He was taken to Dartmouth-Hitch-
cock Medical Center in Lebanon by
ambulance where he was treated for
a neck injury and released.

According to State Police on the
scene of the accident, which oe-
curred at the Intersection of Route
12A and Town House Road, in front
of the 12% Solution Store, Kelleher,
who was in an unmarked Ford
cruiser, was struck from behind by a
full-sized Ford pickup truck driven
by Joe Estey of Cornish,

Estey drove his pickup from the
scene and Kelleher's cruiser suas-
tained extensive damage to the -ear
end and frame and was towed from
the scene.

— The Associated Press contributed
to this story,
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Cornish volunteer firefighters, abovy, keep four 300-gallon propane tanks cool with water as the ga
slowly leaks from the tanks, At rightfirefighters form two hose lines closely together,
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This Cornish home owned by WIill Stanley of Claremont was destroyed
by fire, which was fueled by burning propane tanks.

Cornish Fire
Guts Home

Family Of Four Homeless

By ED BALLAM
Valley News Staff Writer

CORNISH - A fire started by an
unattended pot on a stove and fueled
by hundreds of gallons of propane
destroyed a two-story home on
Beechwood Circle yesterday, leaving
family of four homeless and killing a
pet kitten,

The fire began at about 1 p.m.
yesterday at the rented home of Jeff
“Scott'” Morse and gutted the struc-
ture. Most of the family’s

posses-

sions were destroyed. A local fund
drive and clothing collection has
been started to help the ramil{
“T would say it was a lota

loss,"

Valiay News — Geoff Hansen

said Cornish Fire Chief Mike Mo-
nette.

Monette said the fire was fueled
by four, 300-gallon propane tanks
under the wrap-around porch behind
the home,

“Once those propane tanks vented,
they sent [ire rigmp to the ridge
pole,” Monette said as firefighters
sprayed thousands of gallons of
water from two directions on the
tanks, which were still burning long
after most of the fire in the house
was out.

“We'll just have to let it burn off,”

(Continued on page A5)
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(Continued from page A1)
Maonette said.

Monette said it was safer to let the
gas from the tanks burn than it was
to put the fire out, If the gas was
allowed to escape into the air, it
coiu;d accumulate and explode, he
said.

Monette said most of the buil
was burning when he arrived, a
ll}e propane tanks vented shortly
after,

More than 60 firefighters from
nine towns battled the blaze for
more than four hours, working to
keep the tanks cool and to reduce
the danger of explosions.

Monette said one firefighter suf-
fered heat exhaustion and another
suffered minor burns to his fool.
Monette himself suffered an allergic
reaction to two bee stings he re-
teived on his right hand e fight-
ng the fire.

The owners of the house, William
ind Barbara Stanley of Grantham
ised the rropane for the gas-ﬁre(i
fot air furnace that heated the
tome, accordln%;o Barbara Stanley,
She said they had the extra tanks
mstalled because they didn’t want a
large tank in the backyard and also
didn't want to run out of fuel in the
winter.

Investigator Tom Norton of the
state's Fire Marshal's office said it
appeared thal the fire started on the
knl‘:chen range, located on the second

or.

‘“There’s nothing left of the stove,”
Norton said.

Norton said the propane acted as
m accelerant and “a significant
amount of the damage” done to the
house can be linked to the venting

gas.

Norton said the propane could
have exploded. A phenomenon called
a boiling liquid expansion vapor
explesion could have occurred if the
firefighters were unable to keep the
tanks cool.

That's why water was trucked
from nearby ponds by firefighters
from Cornish, Meriden, Plainfield,
Claremont, Hartland, Newport and
West Windsor, providing firefighters
on the scene with an almost endless
supply of water. Acutney firefighters
also assisted at the scene,

No one was home when the fire
broke out, Monette said, and the fire
was reported by neighbors who said
they heard explosions that sounded
like fireworks.

Morse is a part-time police officer
for Cornish, according to neighbors
and friends, and Monette said he
suspected that the sounds the neigh-
bors heard came from ammunition
for Morse's weapons, which deto-
nated in the fire.

John Scott, a neighbor who lives
on Lower East Road, said his wife,
Terrie, reported the fire after hear-
ing explosions in the woods behind
their house.

“When we looked out, the whole
north side of the house was just a

Valloy Nows - N. Sibley

sheel of flames. There was no
( ters) could have done."”
Firefighters were able to salvage
numerous rifles and shotguns (rom
the home. They were carefully
placed on the front lawn as firefight-
ers scurried around battling the fire,
Later, the weapons were placed in
the back of a Cornish police cruiser.
After the fire was out, firefighters
helped Morse load what family be-
longings had been saved into pic
trucks. One pickup was loaded wit
blackened clothing in melted laun-
ﬁrlredbaskels and dresser drawers

with smoky clothes, A friend

vpllunleered to launder the sooty
pile.

Morse arrived on the scene shortly

after the fire broke out and rescued
the family dog, a rottweiler named
Ben, who was in the nearby garage,
according to his neighbor, Linda
Moore. Moore said she was housing
the dog in her garage, at least
ter':ﬁorarily. She said a kitten the
family got for their daughter on
Friday was not so fortunate — it
perished in the blaze,

Morse and his wife, Penny, and
their two children, Jeff, 10 and Toni,
8, stood on the front lawn, near the
picket fence, and watched the fire
consume their home. A tearful
Morse declined to talk about the fire.

The back side of the home was
nothing but charred ruins. A gapi
hole in front slope of the metal roo
showed the skeletal remains of the
attic. Nearly every window in the
Colonial-style home had been
smashed out. Flames rolled out of
the ridge of the roof as firefighters
blasted water from different direc-
tions on the blaze. A nearb{rfarage
appeared unscathed, but [irefighters
continued to pour water on it to
prevent it from catching fire.

Ralph Simonds, owner of Simonds
Auto in Claremont and Morse's
friend and boss, said the family had
moved back to Carnish from Florida
three months ago to be with Penny's
alling father. Simonds said Penny's
[ather died two weeks before the
family moved back to the area.

"“They haven't had much luck
lately," Simonds said. He said he

Valley Naws — Gooff |

Members of the Morse family survey the damage to their home.

offered the use of his motor home so
the family would have a place to
stay. Red Cross workers were also
on the scene offering assistance to
the family.

Simonds said Morse occasionally
did odd jobs for him and also oper-
ated a pressure wash business. Si-
monds' wife, Laura, who works in
the advertising- department at the
Eagle Times in Claremont, said
Penny worked as a typesetter at the
newspaper.

Friends and nei rs said that
Scott and Penny Morse are natives
of the area and have a lot of
relatives nearby.

Barbara Stanley said she and her
husband have been trying to sell the
house since January and decided to
rent it to the Morse family in June.

She said the building was insured,
but the Morses had no insurance on
their belongings.

“They had just moved back into

the area and were lrying to
over,” Stanley said. “‘Anythin
can do help them I'm sure wol
appreciated.”
ornish Town Clerk Cathy D

accepting monetary donatiol
well as donations of clothing fi
Morse family. Donations ma
droEf)ed off at the Town ¢
building or may be mailed t
Town Clerk's Office P.0. Bo
Cornish Flat, N.H. 03746. Don:
may also be sent to David K
North Parsonage Road, R.R. :
397 Cornish, N.H. 03745 or sen!
friend of the family, Claremor
lice Lt. Steven Marshall, 16 N
rial Dr,, Claremont, (603)543-02

Marshal said the family will
clothing, women's size 12 me:
men’s size 4232 pants and
shirts, boys and girls clothing,
size 14.

“I'm sure they would appre
anything," Marshall said.




Cornish woman 11ghts
the flames out West

By RUTH ROLLINS
Contributing Writer
CORNISH — Volunteer fire-
fighter Dale O'Connor ex-
perienced a different kind of
firefighting when she went to
help fight wildfires in the West.
O'Connor wears many hats,
first as a wife and mother, then
us a school secretary in Cor-
nish, where she also fills in as
school nurse, giving tender,
loving care to students in the
absence of o full-time nurse.
After all this responsibility
she also joined the Cornish
Volunteer Fire Department
nearly three vears ago. She has
advanced to second lieutenant
and is a Level | firefighter. Her
training  includes  hazardous
waste materials, high angle
rope rescue and propane train-

ing.
Most recently, she joined the
New Hampshire firefighting

crew that nssisted with wild-
fires racing in the West. She

flew out of Manchester, N.H.,
on a chartered air flight Aug. 6
to assist with fires burning in
the Wasatch National Park in
Utah and Payette National
Forest in Idaho.

Arriving in Salt Lake City,
Utah, the firefighters were
driven to Tooele, where they
set up camp.

An incident commander took
charge of crews from all over
different states, and a forest
ranger named Brian Nowell
from Manchester became their
crew boss, O'Connor said.

“Each crew was divided into
three squads with three squad
bosses. Our squad boss was
Douglas Chapman of Meriden.

“While we stayed in Tooele,
we were assigned to jobs, which
were mostly mop- up assign-
ments. We worked in desert
area in 100 degree heat each
day, with real low humidity.
Coming from New Hampshire,
the elevation was a problem for

WILDFIRE FIGHTER — Dale O'Connor, a Cornish vol
teer firefighter, was among the crew of New Hampsl
firefighters that battled the flames in the West in Aug

(Ruth Rollins photo)g‘) le Time Sart \@ 1aRY

me at 10,000 feet. However,
after a few days I adapted to it,
or just didn't think aboul it, so
I could do what I had to do.”
she gaid.

“One day it rained, and
joked that we had brought

(Please see FIREFIGHT
Pg. 7)



rain with us. We were ca

in a terrific thunderstorm,
which was scary. The fires had
started from ligh o

In Utah it was a lot of mop
up, not a lot of fire, O'Connor
said. Firefighters ahd to dig up
tree stumps, cut down snags
(dead trees affected by the fire)
and use their backpacks to put
out hot spots,

“Once, we worked with a
crew called Flamingos, who
provided water from pumpers.
Otherwise, we packed it in on
our backs,” O'Connor said.

“We were camped out in a field |
by a high school and a catering
crew set up in the cafeteria, so
we had hot breakfast and sup-
per and carried bag lunches.”

Though there were other
women invol O'Connor was
the only female in the crew she
was assigned to, The crew was
taken by bus to a dropoff point
most dn{:. although one day,
while in Utah, they were trans-
ported to an assignment by
helicopter. -

After seven days the group
was taken to Warm Lake, Ida-
ho, to work in the Payette
National Forest. On the way
the bus got stuck in the sand on
a back road and they were
stranded for 6% hours in the
middle of nowhere.

“1 grabbed my sleeping bag
and rested under then%daho
stars, it was absolutely beau-
tiful,” O’Connor said. e bus
was 10 miles from base camp at
the time and when we finally
arrived there it was 4 a.m. We
grabbed a little sleep and were
g: at 5:30 am. to start our

AETE
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The first day there the group
worked 10,000 foot elevations,
digging fire line. It was the
first 0¥Connor saw actual fire.

“We saw lots of candeling,
fires that would start at the
bottom, torch and blow up, the
whole tree would burn. This
was my first experience and it
was pretty awesome! We had to
hike out of the area in the dark
and did not get back to camp
until 11 p.m. that night,” she
said,

After hot showers and some
rest the firefighters were flown
in by helicopter the next day
and again hiked out. Another
day: they were flown into a
he i?ot (where a helicopter
el T
a Spi p. It was sup
to be for one night, but turned
into two.

While the firefighters worked
a quarter mile from their camp
area, they stood and watched

Spike Camp burn nlong with
some of their gear, in udins
g8 that ha

g:ger sleeping
een assigned to them.

“We watched 500 acres
burn,” O'Connor said. “At that
time, we were requested to go
to a safety zone as the fire was
40 yards behind us at that

point.

“Once, while our crew was
working a 10-acre spot fire
which was ahead of the actual
big fire, a shift in the wind blew
the fire around us on three
sides. It was a little scary, my
heart was pounding.”

On Wednesday of the last
week, the group worked with
the Pleasant Valley Hot Shot
Crew out of Arizona, doing a
50-acre backburn. "It was pret-
ty incredible, working 10 feet

—

copter pad and half the crews
were picked up before the New
Hampshrire firefighters.

“Before we were picked up
the helicopter broke down. We
had to hike out about five
miles, using a lot of cat line
(animal trails). That is how we
got through the mountains,”
said O'Connaor.

“Our main tools were shovels
and pulaskis (a combination
shovel with a small pick)”
O'Connor said. “Our web gear
included a waist belt, water
bottles and fire shelter. The
fire shelter was only to be used
as a last resort. It was a little
tiny foil pup tent that could
le_wevra person if surrounded by
ire.”

Their lunch and essentials,
such as socks, were also kept in
the webbing pack, which
weighed about 30  pounds.
O'Connor didn't have a prob-
:lem with u'.u “Bringling ol‘l_p chil-
ren, you give a lot i
backs.” she said. g

However, O'Connor started
out with a brand new pair of

logger boots the day she lefi, so
she had some pretty good
blisters. But she changed socks

away from B80-foot flame
O'Connor said.

One shift in the wind a

they had to run. They watch
the smoke direction and cou
feel the air being sucked |
them into the fire, but th
couldn't see. It wouldn't la
long, but they hoped it would:
spot below them.
_ “The last Thursday we we
into the original 10-acre fir
working over a ridge, cuttir
more line and digging 18-in
fire line in the green, trying
stop it from spreading
O'Connor said.

“After clearing a safety zon
we could leave some of o
yellow packs there. On th
Thursday we got a call from
division boss who told ug w
needed to get out of there &
the fire had jumped ahead ¢
us.

They weren't allowed to g
back after their pucks becaus
the safety zone was on fire
However, they were fortunate
as another crew did pull som

“the 1 ving
lot of gear. ™

That Thursday the fire
fighters “hoofed 1t™ to the heli

She credits volunteers in the

frequently, and dealt with
them.

In Utah, a pay phone was
available, but when the fire-
fighters got up at 5 a.m., it was
a trial to get to a phone and
meet the bus on time.

I did talk with my husband
from there. At the Spike Camp
in Idaho, it was much more
difficult to get access to a
phone,” O'Connor said.

“I have to thank my husband,
Chris, for his suzport. if I had
not known my children would
be alright ! could not have done
this. My family is No. 1," she

said.

0'Connor is the mother of
three children, Shane Smith
and Ashley and Kelsy
O'Connor.

She is in her sixth
secretary at the Cornish
Elementary School, em-

loyment that follows that of
ﬂer mother, Lorraine Law-
rence, who also filled that posi-
tion for many years.

Her family ties to firefighting
include both her father and
grandfather, who have been
department volunteers in New
York and New Hampshire.

B S
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vComish department for their

supportiveness during her
training.

“Everyone has done more
than their share to make me
feel welcome and help me dur-
ing all my training" said
O’'Connor.

She arrived home at mid-
night Aug. 19, tired, but happy.

When asked if she would do it
again, she said, “Having the
opportunity, I'd absolutely do it
again. It was a greal ex-
perience!”
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Last tone sounds_ for Lt.

By RUTH ROLLINS
Contributing Writer ",
CORNISH — Cornish firemen were joined by
firefighters from several other departments in
paying tribute to one of their own this week at
the funeral of Clarence “Pete” Decatur, a 25-
year veteran of the Cornish Volunteer Fire
Department. His sudden death of an apparent |
heart attack at age 56 occurred last Friday.

They were joined by snowmobile club mem-
bers, antique car owners, friends and family
with former Cornish Fire Chief Scott Kearns,
associate pastor of the First Baptist Church in
Claremont, the officiating minister.

Friend after friend spoke of times spent with
Decatur during a time of sharing. Many spoke of
how he was always up for a challenge, how he
loved nature, and his willingness to help others,

Bill Fitts told of the importance of his compa-
nionship and Cheston Newbold spoke of his
patience and kindness, Peter Burling said, “I
never saw him when he didn’t have a warm
smile on his face. It always made me want to
stop and talk to him."

“When my time comes, if my family thinks as
much of me as his family and friends do, I'll feel
I've accomplished something" said Nathan
Cass, who made the pine casket Decatur was

laid to rest in. Due to his love of restoring

Pete Decatur
i .
i

s

it
R

antique cars, a Model T Ford
pickup truck was used to carry
the casket to the cemetery,
followed by sevral other an-
tique cars. Leading the proces-
sion was a Cornish fire truck
carrying flower arrangements.

During the service, held at
Comings Cemetery, the Rev.
Neil Johnston, the Highland
piper of Orford, played
bagpipes. He was hired by fel-
low firefighters because they
knew Pete loved that kind of
music.

Not an eye was dry when
during the committal service a
dispatcher put out the “last
tone for Lt. Pete Decatur.” “We
all loved him," said Pastor
Kearns, “and now we have
memories of him that will last
as long as we live."

HIS LOVE OF ANTIQUE CARS was evident at the funeral of Clarence “Pete” Decatur.
Note the license plate on his casket. (Ruth Rollins photo)



Blaze traced
to kitchen

By PAUL
CLIFTON-WAITE
Staff Writer

CORNISH — A family of
four 1s homeless and
without most of their
possessions today after o
fire started by a pan left on
a hot stove destroyed a two-
story home off Route 120,

The family had no insur-
ance on their possessions,
and donations are being
sought.

Fire ate through the
Beechwood Circle house
rented by Jeff “Scott”
Morse, his wife and two
children throughout
Wednesday afternoon,
while the family was out. A
family kitten died in the
blaze.

Fueled by propane from
four 100-gallon tanks under
the house’s deck, the fire
blazed for four hours. About
60 firefighters from nine
area communities re-
sponded, training two hoses
on the tanks alone, to cool
the metal and prevent an
explosion

“That was probably one of
the most dangerous fires
we've been to, as far as the
potential for firefighters
getting hurt” said Fire
Chief Michael Monette

Flames as high as 30 feet
raced up the rear of the
house because of the gas,
which Monette said "ac-
celerated” the fire.

One firefighter suffered
heat exhaustion, and an-

other a burned foot. Emer-
tho

e *aannnnds '

DANGEROUS DEEDS —
A house rented by the
Morse family on
Beechwood Circle in
Cornish was destroyed
by fire Tuesday after-
noon, Four 100-gallon
propane tanks located
under the house's deck
“sccelernted” the fire,
accordi to Cornish
Fire Chief Michael
Monette. At right, an un-
identified firefighter
repares to enter the
ome; above, Cornish
firefighter Holly Rand
attempts to catch her
breath in between shifts.
(Wayne Carter photos)

Heechwood Acres develop-
ment began shortly after 1
pm., when the fire was
called in by n neighbor who
sidd she henrd the sound of
“firecrackers” and saw
umoke.

(Plonus s FIRE.Po /)

ire leaves family homeless
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Fire

(Continued from page A1)
Maonette said.

Monette said it was safer to let the
gas from the tanks burn than it was
to put the fire out, If the gas was
allowed to escape into the air, it
coiu;d accumulate and explode, he
said.

Monette said most of the buil
was burning when he arrived, a
ll}e propane tanks vented shortly
after,

More than 60 firefighters from
nine towns battled the blaze for
more than four hours, working to
keep the tanks cool and to reduce
the danger of explosions.

Monette said one firefighter suf-
fered heat exhaustion and another
suffered minor burns to his fool.
Monette himself suffered an allergic
reaction to two bee stings he re-
teived on his right hand e fight-
ng the fire.

The owners of the house, William
ind Barbara Stanley of Grantham
ised the rropane for the gas-ﬁre(i
fot air furnace that heated the
tome, accordln%;o Barbara Stanley,
She said they had the extra tanks
mstalled because they didn’t want a
large tank in the backyard and also
didn't want to run out of fuel in the
winter.

Investigator Tom Norton of the
state's Fire Marshal's office said it
appeared thal the fire started on the
knl‘:chen range, located on the second

or.

‘“There’s nothing left of the stove,”
Norton said.

Norton said the propane acted as
m accelerant and “a significant
amount of the damage” done to the
house can be linked to the venting

gas.

Norton said the propane could
have exploded. A phenomenon called
a boiling liquid expansion vapor
explesion could have occurred if the
firefighters were unable to keep the
tanks cool.

That's why water was trucked
from nearby ponds by firefighters
from Cornish, Meriden, Plainfield,
Claremont, Hartland, Newport and
West Windsor, providing firefighters
on the scene with an almost endless
supply of water. Acutney firefighters
also assisted at the scene,

No one was home when the fire
broke out, Monette said, and the fire
was reported by neighbors who said
they heard explosions that sounded
like fireworks.

Morse is a part-time police officer
for Cornish, according to neighbors
and friends, and Monette said he
suspected that the sounds the neigh-
bors heard came from ammunition
for Morse's weapons, which deto-
nated in the fire.

John Scott, a neighbor who lives
on Lower East Road, said his wife,
Terrie, reported the fire after hear-
ing explosions in the woods behind
their house.

“When we looked out, the whole
north side of the house was just a

Valloy Nows - N. Sibley

sheel of flames. There was no
( ters) could have done."”
Firefighters were able to salvage
numerous rifles and shotguns (rom
the home. They were carefully
placed on the front lawn as firefight-
ers scurried around battling the fire,
Later, the weapons were placed in
the back of a Cornish police cruiser.
After the fire was out, firefighters
helped Morse load what family be-
longings had been saved into pic
trucks. One pickup was loaded wit
blackened clothing in melted laun-
ﬁrlredbaskels and dresser drawers

with smoky clothes, A friend

vpllunleered to launder the sooty
pile.

Morse arrived on the scene shortly

after the fire broke out and rescued
the family dog, a rottweiler named
Ben, who was in the nearby garage,
according to his neighbor, Linda
Moore. Moore said she was housing
the dog in her garage, at least
ter':ﬁorarily. She said a kitten the
family got for their daughter on
Friday was not so fortunate — it
perished in the blaze,

Morse and his wife, Penny, and
their two children, Jeff, 10 and Toni,
8, stood on the front lawn, near the
picket fence, and watched the fire
consume their home. A tearful
Morse declined to talk about the fire.

The back side of the home was
nothing but charred ruins. A gapi
hole in front slope of the metal roo
showed the skeletal remains of the
attic. Nearly every window in the
Colonial-style home had been
smashed out. Flames rolled out of
the ridge of the roof as firefighters
blasted water from different direc-
tions on the blaze. A nearb{rfarage
appeared unscathed, but [irefighters
continued to pour water on it to
prevent it from catching fire.

Ralph Simonds, owner of Simonds
Auto in Claremont and Morse's
friend and boss, said the family had
moved back to Carnish from Florida
three months ago to be with Penny's
alling father. Simonds said Penny's
[ather died two weeks before the
family moved back to the area.

"“They haven't had much luck
lately," Simonds said. He said he

Valley Naws — Gooff |

Members of the Morse family survey the damage to their home.

offered the use of his motor home so
the family would have a place to
stay. Red Cross workers were also
on the scene offering assistance to
the family.

Simonds said Morse occasionally
did odd jobs for him and also oper-
ated a pressure wash business. Si-
monds' wife, Laura, who works in
the advertising- department at the
Eagle Times in Claremont, said
Penny worked as a typesetter at the
newspaper.

Friends and nei rs said that
Scott and Penny Morse are natives
of the area and have a lot of
relatives nearby.

Barbara Stanley said she and her
husband have been trying to sell the
house since January and decided to
rent it to the Morse family in June.

She said the building was insured,
but the Morses had no insurance on
their belongings.

“They had just moved back into

the area and were lrying to
over,” Stanley said. “‘Anythin
can do help them I'm sure wol
appreciated.”
ornish Town Clerk Cathy D

accepting monetary donatiol
well as donations of clothing fi
Morse family. Donations ma
droEf)ed off at the Town ¢
building or may be mailed t
Town Clerk's Office P.0. Bo
Cornish Flat, N.H. 03746. Don:
may also be sent to David K
North Parsonage Road, R.R. :
397 Cornish, N.H. 03745 or sen!
friend of the family, Claremor
lice Lt. Steven Marshall, 16 N
rial Dr,, Claremont, (603)543-02

Marshal said the family will
clothing, women's size 12 me:
men’s size 4232 pants and
shirts, boys and girls clothing,
size 14.

“I'm sure they would appre
anything," Marshall said.
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TH]H BEECHWOOD CIRCLE hmum in Cornish, rented by the Morse family, earned the
attention of nine area firefighting communities Tuesday afternoon, Despite their efforts,
the home was destroyved. (Wayne Carter photo)

“In the few seconds botween
when | went in to call and
when my husbund and | went
out again, we saw flames.” aaid
Terrie Scott of Lower BEast
Road. “It was so hol and hap-
pened so quickly”

“Even through the heavy,
thick tree line, we could see the
flames.” Scott added. “The
flames were ax high ns the tree
line sometimes. I thought they
were going to hit the trees and
come our way.

Scott thought the firecracker
sound came from ammunition,
which Scott Morse had because
he is a part-time police officer
in Cornish. His wife, Penny, is
a typesetter for the Engle
Times, Donntions are  being
gought for the family

Monette said the upper por-
tion of the house was “just
lost,” as the roof burned off. It
took an hour to get the fire
under control, he said. The rest
of the time was spent ext-
inguishing the flumes and cool-
ing the propane tanks

Properly operating safety
valves wvented the propane
tanks, which created the “fire-
ball™ that engulfed the house,
Monette said Otherwise. an

explosion could have occurred.

The fire was traced to the
kitchen's stove on the second
floor, and Monette said it ap-
pears to have started after
Scott Morse left for work at 8
am. It was the first day of
school for the children.

“The kitchen range started
the fire. Something was left
cooking on the stove,” Monette
said

The house was owned by Wil-
ham Stanley of Grantham, who
could not be reached for com-
ment toduy. The Morses have
been renting the home since
April, when they returned to
the area from Florida to be
with an ailing father who died
two months ago.

The Morses, their son Jel-
frey, 10, and daughter Tonya,
8, staved ot the Claremont Mo-
tor Lodge on Tuesday night
Friend Laura Simonds of
Claremont said the family has
received several housing offers

Nevertheless, the family i1s
still in bad shape, she said.

“I talked with (Penny's)
mother last night. and she said
they're like zombies.” Simonds
said

A family dog and some gold-

fish survived the fire, but Si-
monds said they lost most of
their possessions, for which
they had no insurance.
Monette said Stanley had in-
surance on the house itself.
The Morses declined com-
ment at the scene and could not
be resched for comment today,

Donations sought

Anyone wishing to donate
clothing or household items
can leave muterinls at the Cor-
nish Town Hull, the David
Kibboe residence on Parsonage
Roand in Comish, or at the
home of Claremont Police Lt
Steve Marshall at 16 Memorial
Drive in Claremont,

Monetary donntions can be
made out to the "“Morse Family
Fund."and is being muanaged by
Town Clerk Catherine Dubey.
Donations can be sent to her at
P.O, Box 183, Cornish Flat,
N.H.. 03746

Marshall can be contacted at
543-0270; Dubey at 464-3674.

l\'llclwm\urv. bedding and
furniture are especially
needed, and clothing szes re-
quested are men's XXL —
42x32; women's 12 medium;
boys 14: and girls 14,



Morse family is starting over again

By PAUL CLIFTON-WAITE
Staff Writer

CLAREMONT — Inside the confines of
the Claremont Motor Lodge. Jeff “Scott”
Morse and his family are thinking ahead
to when they can return to Cornish in a
home of their own.

Tuesday's fire, which destroyed their
rental home and most of their possessions,
has caused Penny Morse to guietly ques-
tion whether her younyg family 15 meant to
live there.

But it's hard to give up on her home
town. and so Scott is calling around in an
effort to find & used mobile home to put on
an open lot.
lnAnd they're starting to remember (o

“We've been nbout o week late on about
three different places. Unfortunately, |
couldn’t schedule my fire a little carlior

“It's an incredible feeling. Gut-
wrenching is probably the only way
to describe it. It just reaches down
inside you and literally pulls you
inside out.™

— Jeff “Scott™ Morse

and maybe get this figured out,” says
Scott, 33, in an interview Thursday.

It's been & week of hard knocks, confron-
ting not just the loss but also their decision
to put off buying renter’s insurance and
Scott’s fateful mistake of leaving a pot on
the hot stove,

Penny admits she was more than a little
angry at first, given how she'd cautioned
Secott three times to remember it before he

left for work ot Simonds Auto Body
Claremaont that morning,

“1 said; I told you! I told you! I told »
before | left! But | guess that's what
accident is,” sighs Penny, 30, Like |
husband and daughter Tonya, 10, s
wears donated clothing. Tonyva fidd
with a Troll doll given to her by an a
and uncle,

Son Jeffrey, 11, reclines on the otl
bed, wearing new clothes bought by
family friend. Donations have poured
overwhelming the family to the po
they've come to realize the good fortunt
living here, and not back in Florida.

“You can't begin to thank everyon
says Scott, u Claremont native and pa
time Cornish police officer. “We'll be ser
ing out thank-vou's for six months.”

(Please see MORSE-Pg.

ROAD TO RECOVERY — The Morse family discusses

hat's next after losing many of their possessions during a
:rea:!beirrcmedhomeinComhh last week. From left,

mother Penny, children Jeffrey and Tonya, and father
Scott. (Paul Clifton-Waite photo)



The family left Florida in
April, a little earlier than
lanned because of the death of

enny’s alling father, They
found jobs — Penny works as a
typesetter at the Eagle Times,
And the family quickly moved
into  the Beechwood Circle
home, in the Beechwood Acres
vstate off Route 120,

They cnution others not to
delay buying renter's insur-
unee.

"It was just one of those
things we put of.," Scott ex-
lains. "We had it down in
“lorida. It's cheap. But we've
been scrimping a bit. Moving
down there was expensive and
moving back was just as ex-
pensive.”

They estimate the expense of
the fire at $45,000. The fire
swept through the upper por-
tions of the home, fueled by
prorane from an outside set of
tanks. The home was gutted
and Tonya's burenn in o eae.
ond-story loft was found on the
concrete slab.

Only Jeffrey's bedroom and
the living room were spared,
leaving them with some per-
sonal papers but without much
else. Among items lost included
a set of home videos featuring
Penny’s father and the children
go-carl rocing.

“I was thinking recently of
just how precious that would be
in the years to come and now
it . gone. Now it's something
vou can never get back...."” Pen-
ny says, her voice trailing off.

Their dog, Ben, and the fami-
ly goldfish survived the fire,
but a kitten named Milo is
believed to have perished. Its
body hasn't been found, and

From Page Ll

hope lingers that it may have
escaped and will be back. But.
it's disappearance is hard on
Tonya. 1

Asked if she lost anything
she really needs, Tonya says
simply: “kitten." She and Jef-
frey have been back to school,
spending afternoons with rela-
tives and nights at the motel.

Thf {umily talknho of taking

ple up on housing offers,
ut first, they feel they need to
regroup and regain composure.

“It's hard at school,” admits
Jeffrey. “Everyone’s asking vou
about it."

The stress clearly shows in
Scott. As he talks, his hands
toy a crumpled tissue he uses
at times to wipe his eyes. He
can still vividly recall the awful
feelix;ﬁs that hit him when he
rushed home and saw the fire
and firefighters.

“I's an incredible feeling.
Gut-wrenching is probably the
onlv way to describe it he
says. "It just reaches down in-
side you and literally pulls you
inside out.”

Several days later, Scott con-
tinues to dwell on how he for-
got the pot of carned beef and
cabbage. He guesses the morn-
ing was a bit out of ence,
being the first day of school.

“It's almost like we were not
supposed to come back,” Penny
comments,

But the outpouring of sympa-
thy has tempered the frustra-
tion and hurt of losing most of
14 years worth of history. Pen-
ny and Scott acknowledge they
can replace just about every-
thing, and that the goal now is :
to return home. .

“We're trying to stay in Cor-
nish,” Scott says. “Our kids are
in school there and they've
been real happy.” :



CORNISH FIRE — Firefighters are seen battling a blaze at a summer camp off Route 120
Sunday afternoon. Firefighters from Cornish, Claremont, Meriden and Plainfield
responded to the blaze. While the cause is not yet known, a caretaker at the camp, Tom
McCoy, 38, claims the fire was meant to send him a threatening message. He said he was
not present when the fire started. The camp was destroyed. (Wayne Carter photo)

Fire destroys summer
camp; is under suspicion

By SUSAN POTTER THIEL
Staff Writer
CORNISH — A suspicious fire that destroyed
a summer camp off Route 120 Sunday is under
investigation by the state fire marshal’s office
‘ornish Fire Chief Michael Monette said a
neighbor, Jim Lukash, discovered the fire at
about 2:49 p.m,

Monette said that when firefighters arnved,
the fire had spread throughout the building. He
said the blaze was under control within 20 or 30
minutes, but the building was destroyed

Monette smid Tom McCoy, 38, a carctaker for

“the cump owned by Bernie Bastinn of Weare,

had spent the night at the camp and leftin the
morning Lo go to the Cornish Fair

Monette smid the length of time that elapsed
between McCoy's departure and discovery of the
fire made it suspicious. The fire is being in-
vestigated by Thomas Norton of the state fire
marshal’s office, nccording to Monette

McCoy, who was not available for comment
this morning, told reporters on the fire scene
that he left the camp ot about 1 p.m. He told
them he'd been warned by n friend to “watch his
back™ and had recived some telephone calls in
which the caller hung up without speaking

“They were checking to see if | was there,” he
said

McCoy said he hod recently sepnrated from
his wife and formerly lived in Claremont.

Fire crews from Meridon wnd Cliremont as-
gisted ot the seene



Firefighters pour water on smoldering timbers at a Comish summer camp

Fire Destroysv

Caretaker Says Fire Suspicious

By SARAH STROHMEYER
Valley News Staff Writer

CORNISH - A summer camp off Route 120 was
destroyed by a suspicious fire yesterday that a care-
taker of the home says was meant to send him a
threatening message.

Route 120 was closed for nearly two hours after the
fire was spotted around 2:15 p.m. by a driver for Golden
Cross Ambulance and a local resident. Fire crews
needed the road so they could send water up the hill to
the camp, located about a mile south of the Cornish

Fairgrounds.

Cornish Fire Chiel Mike Monette said fire investiga-
tors would be called to investigate the blaze which
quickly ripped through the camp.

“Every place you see, there was fire co out of
it,”" Monette said, as he watched crews from Cornish,
Plainﬁeld. _Meriden and Claremont hose down the
smoldering embers. The fire was under control within a
half hour.

Tom McCoy, 38, who said he has been the caretaker
for the camp for two years, arrived about an hour after
the fire was spotted. He said he left the house at 1 p.m.
after spending last night there.

“1 was warned yesterday to watch my back,” McCo
sald, adding that he had not used the wood stove or lefl
any appliances on. “A friend warned me five limes
within an hour to watch my back.”

McCoy, who is recently separated from his wife, said
he had most of his belongings at the couple’s home in
Claremont. The only items left al the camp were
clothes, a television and some §uns

He said he was particularly suspicious because he
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Caretaker Tom McCoy, right, talks to Comnish Fir
Chief Mike Monette about the fire along Route 120,

received a couple of telephone calls from someone who
“hung up'* as soon as he answered the phone.

“They were checking 1o sée if T was there," he said
explaining that he has been staying at the camp off and
on

Rernie Bastian of Weare, N.H., confirmed yesterday
that he is the owner of the camp and that McCoy was
the caretaker. When told that there was a fire there,
Bastian said, “No kidding."
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Jvernight Fire 1

8a volunteer firefighters, Inciuding Kimbail Union Fire Brigade member Pater  on Dingleton Hill Road in Cornish early. this-moming. Smolderir
owell at far left, hose down the remains of a fire at Bradiey Sausville’s home and bumed down the trailer he was living in. Story, page A2

‘Man Hospitalized Afters
Fire Guts Mohile Home

By KATHRYN NIEMELA
Valley News Correspondent
CORNISH — A fire completely
destroyed the mohile home and
arage of a Cornish man carly yes-
crday morning and sent him to the
hospital, fust four months after his
1%-story wood-frame home burned lo
the ground, tbe result of arson.

Bradloy Sausvllle of Dingletan Hill
Roadl, was taken to lhe Velerans
a;iminljtrat:lon Hos hl:gl in m

ver Juntilon ay morml
anl was repodéi&.‘tn fal¥ condltion
yesterday afternoon according to tios-
pital administeator Bob Ogara.

“He is an in-patient here and Is in
fair condition. 1 do not know when he
will be released,”" Ogara sald. “We'll
make that determination sometime
Tuesday." Ogara did not provide
more specific detalls on Sausville's
condition.

Tom Norton, an investigator for the
state firc marshall’s office who inves-
tigated the scene early yesterday
morninf. sald Sausville was trans-
ported to the hospilal with what he
suspected was “‘some level of smoke
inhalatlon.” He sald the fire was most
likely the result of “demnolition activi-

ties” by Sausvllle,

Sausviiie and a
were demolishing !
cSlalurdtéybnr:mght and b ¢ the torn

own debris, Apparently the group
did not fully ex the {ire and
Sausvllle attem to put It out !ater
that night by throwing snow on the
smoldering ashes.

At approximately 12:39 a.ni. yesler-
day, Sausville awoke lo smoke and
fire in his 20-foot-long mobdile home.
He left the homs and went to a nelgb-
bor’s to call the fire department.

Jason Mlchrel Charbooo, who Had
sharcd (he Home that hurned in Sep-
tember with Sausville, has been
indicted f6r attempled mupder dnd
arson, according to Norfan: Char-
bono's case i pending, Norton éald.

Court records indicate that
Sausvllle had asked Charbono to
move out of his home and the two had
fought over the use of the telephone.

Alter the fight, Sausvllle said he
heard a clicking.sound In tbe hallway
and found a wel olly substance on [he
floor. Court records also indicate that
Charbono lold Sausvlle “Wo're all
goingtodle,” as he stsuck a lighter to
a flammabhle liquid.

up of (riends
ﬂolormer home



SMOKY’S PALS — First-grade pupils Nathan Rook, left, Chelsea Jewett, cente
and Ethan Freeland received special attention from Smoky Bear when he visite
he Cornish Elementary Schoo! recently during Fire Prevention Week. Fores

anger John Ricard spoke to the youngsters about fire safety. The event wa

- -'- by the Cornish Fire Department. (Ruth Rollins photo)
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By RUTH ROLLINS
Contributing Writer
CORNISH — Recognition for
vears of service by Cornish
volunteer firefighters and aux-
iliary members was notable
during an awards ceremony
conducted by Chief Michael
Monette last weekend at the

Cornish Trinity Church on
Route 12A
Andrew Kuhre was recog-

nized for his 60 years of service
to the Cornish Fire Depurt-
ment and received a H0-year
pin. He and his wife, Vera, and
Pete Decatur and his wife,
Mary, were also presented pla-
ques noting a sincere thank

you for their many years of

dedication and friendship to
the department and auxiliary.

Kuhre also received a life-
time honorary membership pin
and certificate, and recognition
of dedicated service to the Cor-
nish Fire Department. Robert
Hunt was recognized for his 30
years of service, Leland Atwood
for 35 vears, and Tim Ban-
nister, Pete Decatur and Dale
Rook, all with 256 years.

Former Fire Chief Duane Al-
len, who was unable to be pres-
ent, was also a recipient ol a
life membership.

Those receiving 20-vear vet-
eran certificates of service were
Robert Rice, David Wood, and
John Rand and Scott Kearns,
both former fire chiefs. Peter
Burling and Monette each have
15 years.

Ten-year certificates went to
Larry Dingee, Lee Baker, Steve
Fellows, Doug Thayer, David
Kibbie, Leo Maslan, Mark
Dube, Nate Cass, Willinm Fitts
and Polly Rand. Those receiv-
ing five-year recognition pins
were Robert Maslan, Charles
“Chuck” Sullivan, Robert Kib-
bie, Jim Guy and George
Ed=zon.
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Cornish firefighters honored

Andrew Kuhre cited for 50 years of volunteer work

oF

B "”lj

A
B 1

S

LONGTIME VOLUNTEER —

Andrew Kuhre, right, was

awarded this lifetime honorary membership certificate
from Chief Michael Monette last weekend during an
awards ceremony for Cornish volunteer firefighters and
auxiliary members. Kuhre has served the town for more
than 50 years. (Ruth Rollins photo)

Judy Rook was recognized for
her 256 years of dedication to
the Cornish Fire Department
Ladies Auxiliary, President
Cassie Sullivan thanked all
members for their dedication to
the department both day and
night. She also thanked
firemen for their support and
help during the auxiliary fund-
raisers. Each auxiliary mem-
ber was presented a plant, Spe-
cial cups designed by Paul
Whalen Jr., owner of Image
Connection, were given both
firemen and auxiliary mem-
bers.

A special gift, “Smokey the
Bear.” was presented to Dale
'Connor in recognition of her
participation in controlling the
western forest fires of 1994,

“We volunteer for the most
hazardous duties,” said former
Chief Rand. “Those of you who

are new members have a long
way to go in the footsteps of the
many who have volunteered o
long. They have been a tremen-
dously guiding light to all of us.
You can be proud of the job we
have set forth to do, We have
excellent equipment and
capabilities.”

Selectman Stuart Hodgeman
congratulated the volunteers
and said, “From all the citizens
of the community, we take our
hats off to you for vour volun-
tary tasks of keeping us all
safe”

Guests ot the event were
Windsor Fire Chief Lewis
Gage, Meriden Fire Chief
David Best and Meniden Assis-
tant Chief Nathan Cuss,

Following the awards cere-
mony, a family-style pot luck
supper was served on the lawn
Seventy-five people attended.
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Nathan Cass named chief of

BY LOIS FITTS
CORNISH SCHEDULE
Sunday, July 21
Antique Tractor Club Pull, Cor
nish Falr Grounds, all day, 52
admission
St. Gaudens Concert, Route
12A, Rogers & Millican/flute and
plano, 2 p.m.
Youth Group, Parsonage, Cor-
nish Flat. 4 to 6 p.m.
No Boy Scouts; al camp until
July 27
Tuesday, July 23
Rescue Squad, Rescue Shed, 7

s wile, Sherry, have three sons,
Nathan, 2. Gardiner., 7 months.
ind Harrison, 2 weeks

At present, Nate sces no
~hanges within the Department
ind intends to be an approach-
able chiel. open to suggestions
and discussions,

On Saturday. July 20, and Sun-
day, July 21, there will be an An-
ique Tractor Club Pull at the
Cornish Fair Grounds beginning
1l 9 a.m. both days. Saturday
there will be games for children
ind a wagon/traller driving with

Wednudly July 24
Conservation Commission,
Town Offices, 7:30 p.m.
Thursday, July 25
Cornish Grange No. 25, Town
Office Building. 7:30 p.m.
Town News
Wednesday, July 10 saw a
change of command of the Cor-
nish Fire Department as Nathan
Cass took the reins from outgo-
ing Chief Michael Monette.
Mike was chiefl for Qve years and
hus been a member of the depart-

ment for 20-plus years. He plans
to stay with the department and
spend more time with his wife.
Robin, and sons Joshua, 11, and
Daniel. 10,

Nate was sworn in by Stuart
Hodgman, chatrman of the Select-
men. Nate has been Deputy Chiel
of the Meniden Fire Department
for six years and has been a mem-
ber of the Cornish Fire Depart-
ment for 20 years ns well. Nate
owns and operates North Coun-
try Door on Route 120 at the Cor-
nish/ l’lnlnﬂeld town line. He and

News Leader-Thursday, July 18, 1996

Cornish Fire Department

tractors. There will also be a
dance Saturday night for mem-
bers

On Sunday, more serious pull-
ing will be done, beginning with
the slow race and quick starts.
Food will also be available for sale
both days, and a $2 admission
will be charged on Sunday.

Last July, four Cornish Elemen:
tary School students traveled (o
Aspel, France, with Caroline
Storrs and Ruth Little to estab-
lish a “twinning” ol Cornish. home
of Aspet, Augustus St. Gauden's

home and Aspet, France. This
year, guests from Aspet will be
visiting Cornish from Aug. 5 to
Aug. 11 and staying with host
families.

A busy schedule has been
planned for the travelers, includ-
ing a “covered dish gathering” at
Saint Gaudens on Thursday, Aug.
8. This event is open 10 any Cor-
nish resident, and the price of
admission 18 a covered dish. The
evening will end at dark sinee
there is little lghting at the me-

See CASS, Page 15
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NEW CORNISH FIRE CHIEF-Nathan Cass, lefl, is the new Chief of the
Cornish Fire Department. Outgoing Chief Michael Monette is at right.

Photo by Lois Fills

CASS From Page 14

morial. The Cornish Selectmen
will also make a presentation Lo
the French guests at this time,

Another opportunity lor the
people of Cornish to meet the
guests will be on Saturday, Aug.
10 at the Storrs’ home on East
Road. A dish or an appetizer
would be appreciated.,

Tuesday, Aug. 6 there will be a
gathering at Anne and Tony
Neldecker's. There will be swim-
ming. tennis and dinner. At 7:3
p.m. there will be a special pre-
sentation by film-maker Michel
Gayraud, which will be attended
by the Cornish Historical Society.
Refreshments will be served by
the Historieal Soclety after the
fitm. The ilm showing Is open to
the public

On Miwesdavy At 7 0 11 1o

Shelburne Museum In
Burlington, Vt., I8 planned. Help
is still needed. A driver and car is
needed to help bring the group
from Maontreal and drivers and
cars are needed during the week
to help transport people to the
Museum. Rebecea Bardl, Lydia
Durant, Emily Plerce and Sadie
Dworak are wanted to greet
guests and help serve at parties
and anyone is needed to help take
people to favorite spots that your
family might enjoy with a guest,
or any ideas you might have, Con-
tact Caroline Storrs at 542-.2362
and leave a message I the ma-
chine answers.

On July 14 there wils a new ex-
hibit at St. Goudens lfeaturing
sculptor Jon Kessler. The exhibit
will run throuch Aug. 25.
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ornish firefighters
set controlled blaze

CORNISH - The Cornish Fire
yepartment conducted a con
rolled burn on Center Road, Sun-
ay morning, Feb. 28.

AL the request of the owner, it
yurned a small, white house that hacl
yeen unoccupied [orabout 10 years.

Belorehand. the house had been
stripped of anything salvageable,
such as windows, doors, and odd
urnilure, so the bullding was wide
ppen, with few, if any, obstacles in
he blaze's path,

The odd lumber plled in the at-
ached shed was Ignited at about
7:30 a.m. In less than 10 minutes,
he whole bullding was ablaze,
vith flames leaping from Lhe win-
{ows and even the front doorway.

There were two out-bulldings,
1bout 30 feet away from the house,
vhich the lirefighters sprayed with
vater to keep them [rom igniting.

owever, the bulldings were so
wt, they steamed when the water
il them.

With little or no wind, some dry
eaves behind the house caughl
ire, and were easily extinguished
vith shovels of snow.

In 30 minutes, the little house
vas essentially reduced to ashes.
n a few weeks, there will most
Ikely be a new home on the site.

PRACTICE TIME-Members of the Cornish Fire Department gol in some lralnlng Sunday morning with a
trolled burn of an unoccupled house on Center Road.
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firefighters
develop device
that improves

accountability

Called the “X-Track,” the system
helps fire departments track the
whereabouts of fire scene personnel

By CASSIE D. LAVERTUE
Staff Writer

CLAREMONT — Two wecks
ngo, at a fire at the yvacanl
Homestead building on Sullivan
Street, Claremont Fire Chief
Peter Chase said he could have
used some extra help tracking
who went in and out of the expan-
give huilding and its numerous
entry and exit points. For years,

that enables fire departments to
more effectively track personnel
entering a fire's “hot zone,” the
area of a fire scene that poses
immediate safety and life risks to
firefighters and other emergency
workers. The device works when
an appointed command officer
scans n firefighter's bar-coded
accountability tag before he or
she enters the hot zone. XTrack

the city's fire
department has
been  using ao
bucket system
whoere firefight-
¢rs drop a name
tng in the bucket

ns an accounta-
bility measure,
but Chase

admits that the
method 1s n bit
outdated.
Thankfully,
starting June 1,
that will be less
of a concern for
Chase as the
department
mplements a
more reliable
und technologi-

o T e e —
“Firefighting has basi-
cally been done the same
way for 100 years.We're
actually getting to the
point now that we’re put-
ting the firefighter in
greater danger today. The
firefighter is covered head
to toe in protective gear
and going in deeper in the
fire. That’s why accounta-
bility is so critical.”
— Claremont
Fire Chief Peter Chase

calculates the
time the fire-
fighter is in
the building
and alerts the
command
officer if a
firefighter
has spent his
or her air
supply. When
the firefighter
leaves the hot
zone, he or
she is
scanned out,
And since
XTrack is
Web-based, it
also allows a
department
to enter indi-

- ]
| T

.

cally-advanced accountability
system recently developed by
three neighboring firemen in
Cornish.

The system, called XTrack, 1s a
har-code driven, hand-held device

vidual medical profiles on each
firefighter, upload fire scene

information and prepare reports.
It replaces the archaic, and some-
times inaccurate, accountability
systems — like the bucket drop

s
)

- s

The XTrack’s hand-held device works on a magnetic anten

and chip, and information logged into the system can
uploaded onto a PC, which creates secure reports and au
the trail of fire scene activities from the web
(www.XTrack.com). Also on the site is a collection of firefi
ers’ recipes from around the world, an honor roll and ph
graphs, which is accessible to the public. (Cassie D. Laver

photo)

used in Claremont — with an
easy to use, portable computer
that works on a magnetic anten-
nae and chip. According to Chase,
the National Fire Protection
Association requires that depart-
ments have an accountability
system in place, but the associa-

tion does not outline what
process should be.

XTrack’s inventors said
issue of accountability
brought up casually at a mee
three years ngo, Gary Chil
Paul Whalen and Nate Cass -
it soon became clear that |
needed to find a better and n
sotive way to track perso



The new XTrack accountabil.
ity system is us easy us point
and sean, as shown here by
Claremont firefighters Lt.
T.P. Bergeron, left, and
Deputy Chief Mike Monetta,
right. XTruck will be imple-
mented in the Claremont
Fire Department starting
June 1. Developed by three
firemon from Cornish (Gary
Chilton, Paul Whalen and
‘hief Nate Cass), XTrack is n
bar-code driven device that
tracks firefighters us they
enter and exit the fire's hot
zone,

(Cassie D, Lavertue photo)

Soig . d

XTrock, o fire division of Tek Dats
Syatems in Hamsey, N, o bar
cote wirehouse systonm company
Cuass, Cornish's fire chief, owns
and operntes North Country Door

Chilton salid that finding »n
manufacturer  for  hand-held
dovices was difficult, and that
becouse the technology was wo
new, they didn't have the finances
to market the product nation-
wide, so thoy decidedd to hicense its
patent to Tek Data. Though cam
pany headyuarters are in Now
Jursey, XTruck's swnles and mar-
keting s done out of an office on
Cormishy  and

Houte 12A n
employs 12
For the pust two months,

Chilton, Whalen und Cass have
been sharmg mformation with
Claremons and Coarnish  fire
departmonts the New Hampahire
Fire Standards Trommg Facility
mn Caonrard e the
Massuchusett= Fire Academy op

prototype XTracks, filtering out
problems and streamlining the
product. There are four versions
— the XTrack 1700, the 4600,
7200 and the newest, the 1740,
The mujor differences among the
four are the number of hand-held
scanners included in cach pack-
age nnd actual scanner size, that
I5, the amount of information a
cennner can hold  For large
departments with several fire
compamen, hke  Boston  or
Worcester, a department may
have up to 10 scanners, said
Whalen.

Right now, the three are mak
tng contact with arca hospitals to
sturt “MED!ifeline,” o secure fune-
tion m XTrack that allows o hos-
pital to access a firefightor’s med.
renl history before the frefighter
arrives n o medieal emergeney
Other options on XTrock let a fire
departmoent  mmntaln iventory,

separnte firefighting groups iol®

roof and basement teams and pro-
lond staff shifts, as well as keep
truck of mutual aid respondents
(who must also bave barcoded
tagi . There's alse a more fun ele-
ment to XTrack on its wob site
(www xtrack com) that gives a cal-
lection of firelighters’ rocipes
from around the world, classified
uds, pictures and honor rells
Anyone can visit the site, but por-
fions sensitive o each depart-
mont, like medical history, scone
reports and inventory, can only be
opened by fire personnel

Alrendy, ordors for XTrack hove
cortie 1n from Ohio, Now Jemicy,
New Hampshire, North Caroling
and Massnchusetts, though, like
Claremont, none will go out until
June 1. Cost for such o system «all
puckages inelude o charger fur o
engine truck, the hand-hoid, tigs
and-a-eradle for uplonding (o the
Webt correvpemds to o system
capabitlities, wihoch for the XN'Track

ab Lhe e scene.

“Moat of the conversation
in the parking lot for o fund
er for the fire department,”
Chilton. *But nccountahility
been an ssue for vours”

The trio attended soveral o
shows and did » lot of o
research before deciding on o
cific hond-held vorsiin. The)
it is the only accountahility
tem that thes know of that
tied to a lnptop computer, th
n PO s requared if o fire doy
ment wants o propare e
and gather fire scone info
tion. At the time, bath Ch
und Whalen hod  fulbonme
outside their firefighting dn
but they gow wark evelusivel

(See XTRACK - Py.

1700, 1s $2.400. But the des
well worth its cost if it saves
saild Chief Chose

“Firefighting has basically
done the sume way (or 100 ¥
satl Chase, who counts 42
time, part-time and volu
firefighters in the Clare
department. “Wo're actuuldly
ting to the point now that
putting the fircfighter in g
danger today The fireligh!
covered head to toe in prote
pear and going in deeper 1
fire. Thats why necountibil
w0 critienl

‘It nllows us to Keep track
lurge number of people i o
time " e added “And for cr
concerns, lke a flash s
building, people are bmling
atd e vt 1o Baow who s
pan't stall fo Lhe bollding”

Whnlen ngrees “What 1t

Paresy imnpastiant snd we ne

it o h. it waoll '.n anied
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BIG BOOST — John Dryfhout, superintendent of Saint-Gaudens National Historice

Site (second from the right) presented a $20,000 check to Cornish Fire Chief
Nathan Cass (third from right) at the site this week. Joining them were, left to
right, Selectman Robert Maslan, former Fire Chief Michael Monette, Seleetman
Bill Gallagher, park biologist Steve Walasewicz, Assistant Chief Dale Rook, and
April May Gelineau (far right), administrative officer at Saint-Gaudens. (Ruth
Rollins photo)

Cornish Volunteer Fire Department
receives $20,000 grant from Interior

By RUTH ROLLINS
Contributing Writer

CORNISH — Cornish Fire Chief Nathan
Cass and several department members were
presented a $20,000 check  from John
Dryfhout, park superintendent at Saint-
Gaudens National Historie Site Wednesday
morning

The money was awarded by the Department
of Interior, through a Rural Fire Assistance
Program grant, which ndministrative officer
April May Gelinenu and biologist Steve
Walnsewicz had applied for last year on behalf
of the town of Cornish,

The Rural Fire Department Assistuance
Program was created by the 106th Congress to
gupport departments protecting communities
with fewer than 10,000 people and which play
a substantinl cooperative role in the protection
of ULS. Department of Interior lands,

“The National Park Service has always val-
ued the support of local fire and emergency
services, Wo are dolighted that this application
wiis funded in this the very first exploratory

vear of the program.” said Dryfhout

“In previous years | could not find any fund-
ing to help the Comnish department, which
responds to the site, and when this came on
line | asked for the fullest amount. Cornish iy
the primary recipient for thik project, receiving
the lnrgest award possible through the pro
gram,” said Dryfhout.

The grant enbances funds raised by the
Comish Fireman's Associntion to pay for o
2002 four-wheel drive Ford, which was recent-
ly purchased from Claremont Ford. The truclk
will replace the 1978 Dodge Mini Pumper and
will bet used a8 o forestry truck

*If' we had not received this grant we would
not have been able to buy the chassis for anoth-
gr year,” said Cass. He gaid another like
amount must be raised through donations and
fund-raising events before the truck will be put
into usge, as it will cost about $30,000 to put on
the body; which will be done locally. Funds
raised by the members are divided for two proj-
ecta, half for the truck and half to build o new
station at Cornish Flat,




Fire Fails
To Shake

Salinger’s
Seclusion

By WILLIAM H. HONAN

CORNISH, N.H,, Oct. 23 — Nol even
a fire that consumed at least hall his
home on Tuesday could smoke out the
reclusive 1. D. Salinger, author of the
classic povel of adolescent rebellion,
“The Catcher In the Rye."" Mr. Salin-
Ex" 15 almost Iy famous for hav-

g elevated pﬁvucy to an art form.

His fastidiously preserved seclu-
sion was threatened on Tuesday when
his third wife, Colleen, reported a fire
in their home to the volunteer fire
department. Within minutes, the hlaz-
ing house was surrounded by fire
trucks and emergency vehicles from
Cornish, the New Hampshire towns of
Plainfield, Meriden and Claremont,
and two small towns in Vermont,
Windsor and West Windsor,

Mike Monette, Cornish’s fire chief,
said the fire was brought under con-
trol in abo'n:é un ?l?‘l‘;u N(:’ianjurics wchr:
report suid, but “damage 1ot
house % extensive." Neither he nor
anyone elge was able to say whether
any of the author's unpublished
manuseripts were destroyed.

The New Hampshire Eire Mar-
shiil's office is investigating the cause

of the i ok |

ARE AN RETcas

On Thursday afternoon, Mr. Salin-
ger, now 73 years old, cavarted
around his property playing hide-and-
seck with o reporter und a photogra-
pher who had come to learn how he
was bearing up.

When first spled, Mr. Salinger,
lanky and with snow-white hair, was
outside his house talking to his'wile
and & local bullding contractor. As
st rs approached, Mr. Salinger,
like IEO fleet chipmunks that h
across his driveway, scurried into his
charred retreat.

The contractar barred the way of
the pursuing reporier and pleaded:
“You've got to understand, this Is a
man who is really serfous about his
privacy."

Meanwhile, Mr. Salinger's wiie,
who is considerably vounger than her
husband, strode vigarously toward a
Blue Mazda plekup truck in the drive-
way,

“I have things to do!™ she ans
nounced, brushing sside ull questions
and glaring as she leaped into the
vehicle and roared away.

There have been persistent rumors
that My, Salihger has completed one
or two books but has decided not to
publish anvthing except  perhaps
posthumously.

The author's agem, Phyllis West-
berg of Harold Ober Assoclates, said
on Wednesday that she was not aware
of uny such books. She sald Mr. Salin-
ger had left & recorded telephone
message telling her of the fire but had
not mentioned any manuseripts, She
has had no further communication
with him, she said, because he does
nat have a telephone.

Positloned for Privacy

Mr. Salinger’s modest house, sur-
rounded by three plain garagelike
structures, including the author's
writing. studio, 15 positioped for pri-
vacy. To reach It one crosses an old
covered bridge high above a roaring

Continued on Page 18
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Fire Fails
To Shake
Salinger’s
Seclusion

Continued From Page 13

brook and grinds for several miles up
A steeply winding, hard-packed dirt
road, The last 100 vards are an ex-
tremely steep grade, and the Salinger
house, nearly invisible from the road,
seems nlmost an eagle's nest with o
punoramic view of Mount Ascutney
aaross the Connecticut River in Ver-
mont. An Immense white satellite
dish behind the house sugpests that
Mr. Salinger is still in touch with the
outside world, at least through teleyl-
Sion,

The fire appears 1o have burned out
the interior of about half of the main
hotse, and two large, bright blue tar-
patiling now cover sectlons where the
roof is evidently burned through. The
fire did not damage a new wing, still
being built, that thrusts toward As-
culney.

Mr. Salinger 15 a sort of literary
Mount Fuji: hupely prominent yet
almost always shrouded in mist, If
Ranald Reagan was the great com.
munieator of his generation, Mr, Sal-
imger has bocome (15 bost-known
enlgma.

After publishing “The Catcher m
the Rye'" in 1851 (which is estimated
10 have sold two million copies) and
three volumes of novelias and short
staries,  Mr.  Salinger  abruptly
:;?;md writing for publication in

Lraes NI2 W

YUKK HIMES INE ANED SATURDAY, 0CTO

24 A
1992
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The house of the author J. D, Salinger in Cornish, N.H., which caught fire on Tuesday. The house, positi

for privacy, has a panoramic view of Mount Ascutney across the Connecticut River in Vermont.

With: two exceptions, he has not
submitted to an interview since 1953,
The first of the exceptions was in
1974, when he spoke by telephone for
half an hour with Lacey Fosburgh of
The New York Times; venting his
anger about unauthorized editions of
nis  early, previously uncollected
works

“There 1s a marvelous peace {n not
publishing,"” he twold Ms. Fosburgh,
adding: *'Publishing is a terrible in-
vasion of my privacy. Llike o write. |
love to write. But | write just for
myself and my own pleasure.”

Seven years later, Mr. Salinger
granted an interview to a columnist
for The Advocate in Baton Roupe,
Ln, Betty Eppes, who was also @
former Insurance agent and Playboy
Bunny. Despite being singularly unre-
vealing, the Ep interview was re-
printed in The Paris Review in 1881,

More informutive was a deposition
Mr. Salinger made {n October 1986 in

his successful sult o Keep Random
House from publishing the original
version of lan Hamilton's blography,
“In Search of J, D). Salinger," on the
ground that it made excessive, unuu:
thorized use of My, Salinger's private
carrespondence

Asked how he had occupied himsell
over the previous 20 years, Mr, Salin-
ger replied: “Just & work of fiction
That's all"

He added: "It's almost impossible
1o define. | work with characters as
they develop. T just go from there.*

Good Fences

Mr, Salinger has kept aloof from
his nelghbors (n Cornish us well ias
from prying journulists and the pub-
lic. For example, Clara Perry, who
wits M1 Salinger's nextdoor neighe
bor for 20 years, ran a Kindergarien
attended by both of Mr, Salinger's
children, Mait, an actor, and Marga-
ret Ann, now both grown. Mrs. Perry

refers to him affectionntely as J
but says thal neither she nor
husband were ever invited into
Salinger's house.

Mr. Salinger's neighbors cxrre
great pride in his fame and lite
accomplishments, but none coul
found who had read anything he
written,

“I'mnot one for reading,'” an
bor explained

Another, Dorothy Johnson, s
never got around to them."

Mrs. Perry said that she ang
six children hud never cracked o
Mr. Salinger’s books because
Catcher in the Rye' was banne
the Windsor public schoal the:

tended.

After the book became ncee
she smid, the Windsor school us
send groups of students Lo visit
him, “But pretty soon he sto
that,”! Mrs. Perry said. "It got
too much for him,"



Cornish selectmen
still feuding with
town’s fire chief
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Even driving habits are dn Issue

By GEORGE CHAPPELL
Contributing Writer
CORNISH — Somne
aguressive driving by Fire
Chief Nathan Cass and
solectmen’s attempt to give
him a publie slap on the wrist
for it reignited a dispute
between the fire department
and selectmen last week.
Sparked by this latest incis
dent, officers In the town'’s
fire department met Friday
with the Cormish Board of
Selectmen in an attempt o
piteh a lingering rift betwoon

the two organizations.

Coasn said he reccived o
telephone enll from the
selectmen asking him to
write a letter stating that he
admitted to a “criminal® act
of passing another vehicle on
a yellow line while respond:
ing to a fire two weeks &

Residents Karen and Jim
Strout, whose car Cass
passed while driving his own
vehicle and not an emergency
vehicle, reported the incident

(See CORNISH - Pg. A14)



0 Cornish Police Sgt. Douglas
Hackett, The Strouts subse-
uently withdrew their com-
slaint.

The incident then was
eported  to  the New
Hampshire State Police, who
esponded and said there was
1othing they could do because
10 charges had been brought.
At Fridays meeting, no one
sresent claimed to know who
wported the matter to the state
»alice.

Cass, meanwhile, said hoe
ad ized to the members
f his department for having
et a bad example of driver
afiety.

Firefighters then said the
ncident should have ended
vith the apology.

“There were no charges, no
omplaints, no nothing,” Casa
aid. “Yet I'm continually being
yushed to do something on my
art. If you think I'm going to

hand this board of selectmen a
lotter saying I'm guilty of a
crime, that ain't going to hap-
pen,” Coss said.

Firefighters directed their
comments Friday night to
Selectman William Gallagher
because they said he did not
understand the department
and that he often took his cue
from Seloctman Lawrence
Dingee in eriticizing Cass.

Dingee was not at the meet-
ing Friday

Chairman Robert Maslan,
who has been a regular sup-
porter of the fire department,
said o public safoty ssue had
developed and the selectmen
merely wanted an explanation
from Casa.

Nevertheless, when two of
the three selectmen last
December tried to unseat Cass
by drafting an ordinance of
term limits for the fire chief
Muslan refused to support the

motion, which had it passed
would have ended Cass’s coroer
as chief.

© Cass's term was renewaod
after his department and sever.
al members of the community

litthe of the history of discord
between him und Dingee, who
ulwo voted against the chief’s
re-appointment  three years

ngo,
“Probably why the pressure

“If you think I'm

going to hand this board of

selectmen a letter saying I'm guilty of a crime,
that ain't going to happen.”

— Fire Chief Nathan Cass

defended him and Gallagher
joined Maslan in opposing the
ordinance change.

At the beginning of Friduy's
session, Cass saud he wanted
the ing to be non-public,
but Gallugher said he preforred
the meeting to be public
because “that’s the legal thing
to do”

He explained to Gallagher o

pot blow the last time, when
you guys rewrote the ordinance
and handed it to these fellows,
that wasn't a healthy meeting
for anybody” Cass said of the
December incident.

Casn said he and all 26 mem-
bors of his department felt that
they were being boxed into o
cornor with the new ordinance.

“You're listoning to Larry,



but you're not listening to us,”
Cass told Gallagher “Us" is o
bunch of us, and Larry is one
person,” he added. “He's obvi-
ously vindictive and after my
position, for whatever reason ™
“You've got to start thinking
for yourself, and not follow
lead” Cass told
Gallagher.

He said he belioves the
selectmen are trying to take
over the fire dopartment the
way they run the local police,
without a chief,

The fire captains said they
were irnte over o report of a
verbal reprimand to their chief.

“1 feel like Nathan does; |
have to watch my back,” said
Robert Rice, captain of Engine
No. 2. “I want to make sure he's
going to be safe at the end of
the fire”

Cass said fire companies dat-
ing back to the Romuan Empire
have had fire chiofs because of

the dangerous nature of fire
fighting.

“When you have a life and
death situntion, someons has to
be in charge” he sadd *You
can't run a fire department
without a chief”

Gallagher, who remained
quiet throughout most of the
session, confirmed after the
meeting that the selecthoard
asked Coss o write o lotter
explaining what happened dur-
ing the alleged Incident.

In response to a question
why the firefightors folt that
Gallagher took his lead from
Dingee on votes alfecting the
department, Gallagher sug-
gested that perception exists
because he is the newest select-
man. He was just reelected in
March for & secontd three-year
term.

George Chappell can be
reached by e-mail at

gehap@sovennel.
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JEW ENGINE — Cornish's selectmen and fire chief accopt new Engine 2 from Dinge
Iachine, a shop in Cornish, in this March 1995 file photo. Dingee Machine, located nex
o the fire station, specializes in building fire trucks. Pictured, from left, are Larr

dingee, Fire Chief Mike Monette, and selectmen Stu Hodgeman, chairman Bob Masla
ind John White.



Fire department gets $105K grant

By DAMIEN FISHER
Staff Writer o
LrleTime AL

A $105,000 grant form the Department
of Homeland Security was awarded to the
Caornizh Fire Department last week, allow-
ing the department to purchase needed

- equipment
‘ Cornish Fire Chief Nate Coss
said the Assistance to
Firefighters grant will allow the depart-
ment to buy new turmout gear, air bottles
and air packs for all of itx 25 mombers
Cass said the equipment the department
now has is out of date and needs to be
replaced.
The Department of Homelund Security

lins provided more than $18 billion in

Awev il 28 grants for local fire, police and first respon-

der departments across the country since
its inception. This year 39 New Hampshire
fire departments have been awarded
$2.465,452 through the Assistance to
Firefighters grant program.

Cass said four of the department’s vol.
unteers deserved a good deal of the credit
for getting the money. Captains Bob Rice
and Bill Harthan and firefighters Dale
O'Conner and Paul Whalen all helped land
the grant.

“They all took grant writing classes and
spent weeks re-writing it before submitting
it,” he said. “They all deserve a lot of recog-
nition for their hard work™

Their hard work paid off with the
$105,000 total award, Of that amount,
£95,000 Is gunranteed by the Department
of Homeland Security with Cornish mak-
ing up the rest.

Cass said the award allowed him to cut the
department’s budget by 20 percent this year.

*If anly all the other departments could
cut out 20 percent.” he joked.

Cass said the department is now focus-
ing on bullding up its membership from 25
to about 30. The department has been in
existence since the 1950's and Cass said he
usually likes to have about 30 firefighters.

Damien Fisher can be reached ai
603-543-3100 ext. 139, or by e-mail a
dfisher@cagletimes.com



Seeking Clues Among Charted Tlmbers

Comlsh Assistam Fira Chief Dale Rook, left, and Claremont Fire Lt Tim fire yejtorday morning in Cornish.

remalins of 8 barn after it was destroyed by

VaLLeY NEWS — J, GWENDOLYNNE Benmy | ‘



Cornish Three-Story Barn Burns
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By Krusten FOUNTAIN
Valley News Staff Writer

CorNisH — A swift-burning fire early
yesterday morning reduced a three-story
red barn on Route 12A to a pile of
charred logs, severely damaging the col-
lection of antique machinery stored
within,

Longtime residents Larry Welker and
his wife were staying overnight in Penn-
sylvania while driving to Williamsburg,
Va,, for a camera tradeshow when they
were notified by phone about the fire on
their property, friends said. They were
expected back yesterday evening, but
could not be reached last night by phone.

The quick response by firefighters
from Windsor, Cornish, and other near-
by towns Kept the fire from spreading
from the barn through a connected
breezeway to the couple's two-car
garage, said Comnish Fire Chief Nathan
Cass at the scene. Their house, less than
S50 feet from the barn, was also spared,
as were piles of lumber stacked behind
the barn and inside the garage.

“It was amazing that we could keep
that garage standing,” said Cass, who

particularly praised the first responders
who doused the with foam.

Forty firefighters, including teams
from Plainfield, Menden, and Ascut-
ney, worked for at least three hours to
control the blaze, which was visible from
more than 5 miles away, he said. As of
lust night, the fire chiel could not pin-
point what caused the blaze.

No animals were housed in the barn,
which served primarily as a workshop
for Welker, who makes parts and attach-
ments for Leica cameras and restores
antique furniture, said a friend, Dave
Teffner of West Lebanon, whose son
lives in Cornish and spotted the flames
and smoke on his way to work.

“I thought about it and realized (the
Welkers) were out of town, so | knew
they were safe.” said Susan Teffner, his
wife.

A truck, bulldozer, and crane from
Daniels Construction in Ascutney were
parked around the barn, as were two
traller-size red metal storuge containers
filled with antique furniture. None of
that equipment was

Next-door neighbor Jim Ferland said
his brother John called the fire depart-

ment after they woke up at around 3:30
a.m. and looked out their window to see
flames licking 80 feet high from the
southernmost wall of the barn,

“Once that went, it just went through
the whole barn,” he said. Flames
engulfed the entire structure within less
than half an hour, he said.

By 11:15 a.m., when a representative
from Liberty Mutual insurance arrived,
what remained was a waist-high 80 foot
by 30 foot mass of sodden black logs sur-
rounded by large pools and moving
streams of brown water.

Large antique metal lathes, saws,
mills, grinders, and a bench were keeled
over amid the wreckage, stained brown
and orange from the heat,

Local firefighters did not have long to
rest.

Cornish and Ascutney firefighters
assisted Windsor in responding to a call
from a Windsor home along Route 5
<arly yesterday afternoon after a faulty
furnace filled the structure with smoke,

Kat Poland, whose family owns and
lives at the home at 1155 Route 5, south
of downtown Windsor, said she “smelled
fuel ... it was overwhelming” and then

called the fire

Windsor Fire Chief Lewis Gage said a
crew responding to the 12:52 p.m. call
intended to check the house with carbon-
monoxide detectors and other gas-detect-
ing equipment, but then saw “smoke
venting out of the gable vents” of the
two-story home, which dates buck to
1935.
“What I believe, is we had
a malfunctioning oil burner that wound
up filling the house with smoke. It flood-
ed the attic with smoke,” Gage said.

Uncertain whether the house itself was
on fire, Windsor also called in mutual
aid from Cornish, Ascutney and West
Windsor, Hartland was also en route but
turned around when firefighters at the
scene determined that there was smoke,
but no flames in the house.

“We went downstairs and shut the oil
burner off, and ok corrective action,”
said Gage.

“We're in the process right now of
venting the house, (o get that nasty oil
smoke out of there.”

Gage said the house remains habitable.

“It will be. They'll have some cleaning
to do,” he said.
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BARN BLAZE — An early momning fire destroyed a barn and damaged a garage Wednesday at a
home near the junction of Rte. 12A and Town House Road in Cornish

Barn lost, home saved in blaze

By DAMIEN FISHER
Staff Writer

An early Wednesday morning
blaze destroyed a three and a

half story barn near the junction
of Rte. 12A and Town House
Road. The barn was attached to

= d
' Cornish home. The bar

home. The barn

wins destroyed
but firefighters managed to save
garage and home.

“The firefighters had u job of
it,” said Cornish Fire Chief Nate
Cass. “When you have o three-
and-a-half story barn going it's
one hell of a job to keep the
garage and home from burning.
They did a hell of a job."

The garage was damaged,
Cass said, but all of the con-
tents were saved including two
vehicles. Cass said the Cornish
department responded to the
blaze at 3:30 o.m. and immedi-
ately knew they would focus on
saving the garage and house.

*When wa first got there with
lumited supplies of water we put
all the water on the house and

“When you have a three-and-a-half story barn
going it’s one hell of a job to keep the garage and
home from burning. They did a hell of a job."

Nate Cass
Cornish fire chiel

garage,” he said. *When you
first get there you've got about
8 to 10 guys doing 25 jobs.™

Once crews from nearby
departments started arriving
on scene the barn started to get
attention, but Cass said by then
the fire was too lur advanced.

“By the time we got to it the
barn was down," he said,

In addition the Cornish
department, firefighters from
Windsor, Ascutney, Plainfield,
Meriden and Claremont assist-
ed with the fire. Cass said more
than 40 firefighters helped out.
The fire was under control two
hours after the Cornish depart.
ment first responded.

Cass said the fire was devas-
tatineg. comnletely destroving

the barn and all of it's contents.
Inside the post and beam barn,
there was reportedly hundreds
of thousands of dollars in
machine tools, some of them
antiques. Cass called it a mil-
lion dollar fire.

“It was a very costly fire,” he
gaid., *The loss was tremen-

dous”
The cause of the fire was still
undetermined Wednesday

evening, after Cass spent most
of the day investigating the
seene. He said the cause is like-
ly accidental.

Damien Fisher can be
reached at 603-543-3100 ext.
139, or by e-mail at dfish-
erSeacletimes com



blaze totals new race car

Brothers were working
in garage when fire began

By JOSH ADAMS 17/—-/} <A 5-

Staff Writer
A brand new race car and the garnge it sat in
were destroyed Saturday evening in & two
alarm blaze that leveled the wooden structure.
There were no injuries
Brothers Lee and Lyle Parry were working on
L the vehicle st Lee Parrvs 45
‘ Cornish White Water Brook Rond
home when the lames broks
out. After dinling 911, the two quickly went
through three fire extinguishers as they waited

for firelighters to arnive.

“We were just hoping wo could contain 8" Lee
Parry said as he watched his gamge erumble

For firefighters, the initial concern was the
proximity of the garage to the house. With less
than 30 feet between the two structures
Carnish Fire Chief Nate Cnss said the emphnsis
was on protecting the home until o water source
wis established

“It was fully involved when we got here,” Cnas
gaud

In addition to the witor supplicd by tanker
trucks, nearby Red Water Brook was used as o
source to douse the flnmes ns well, Cnss esti
muted it took roughly 30 minutes to get the
blaxe under control. Lee Parry, his wite und two

See FIRE - Page AB

COURTESY 'MGTO
GONE — Brothers Lee and Lyle Parry were working on this car, seen In this
undated photo, when a fire broke out and destroyed both the building and vehicle.
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FIRE — Cornish firefighters soak the remnants of a garage on White Water Brook Road after the
structure was completely lost to the flames. Inside the garage was a brand now race car waiting to
be driven by |7-yearold Lee Parry Jr. According to the bay's father, the car had just been lettered.

FlRE FROM PAGE A

children will be able to stay in their home. which
did not sustain any damage, Cass said

Huving just had it lettered with dozens of color-
ful decals, Lee and his brother Lyle were visibly
upset with the loss of the race car Lee’s son Lee
Parry Jr. a 17-yearold student at Stevens High
School, was the driver for LJ Motorsports

Though an investigation had not nitinlly deter-
mined the ciuse of the fire, Lyle said his brother
reached for the unattached fuel tank of the car
arl got n static electric shock that “exploded” the
tank. Neither brother was hurt in the initial
explosion, nor in their attempts to dampen the
flames. Containers of propane, acetylens, oil and
other itoms only spurred the flames on, secording

to the brothers

Firefighters reported sovernl explo-
sions during their first 10 minutes on the scene

“Almost instant.” Lee Parry said of the quick
maoving fire. “We turned nround and it was going.”

Also lost in the firy ¢ trndler for the raos
car. which was initinlly parked alongside the
garage. Lyle Parry said he and his brother
pushed that to the other side of the driveway in
hopes of =aving it

In addition to Cornish, crows from Claremont
Plainfield and Meriden nlso responded

Josh Adams can be reached at (603) 543-
100 ext, 104, or by e-mail at jadams@eagle-
times.con.
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Claremont, NH Historical Society

presents

FIREFIGHTERS IN THE CIVIL WAR

Dressed as a Civil War fircfighter,
former Windsor Fire Chiel, Lew Gage.
will present an illustrated talk about the

fircfighter companies in the Civil War.

X » ~ o)

Thursday, April 27, 2006 7pm
St. Joseph's Church Hall
Elm Street, Claremont, NH

©< =
NEWS & UP-COMING EVENTS

SPRING YARD CLEAN-UP
SATURDAY, APRIL 22, 2006 Yam
Bring a rake, gloves, & dress appropriately
Coffee, doughnuts, lunch, & drinks provided

YARD SALE
SATURDAY, May 27, 2006 8 -1
Wanted! Books, plants, large and small items, odds
and ends, etc. all in good condition for sale.
" Call Carolyn Spraguc 763-6098 for pick-up
OR. ¢-mail us at claremont_historical @yahoo.com




According to information on the AARP's Web
site, it's not unheard of for a family to spend
$10,000 on & funeral. If you stop and think about it,
the AARP says, after 4 home and cars, 4 funeral
can be one of the most expensive purchases a
family makes. And with most funerals, the casket
is the big-ticket item.

To get a feel for what caskets cost, | called the
New Hampshire Funeral Directors Association in
Pittsfield, but executive director David Pollard said
he couldn't give me a price range, | guess he was
trying to save me from & case of sticker shock. So
turned to the Internet, where a search indicates that
the average price for a casket is around $2,000,
Caskets made of mahogany or teak can run
$10,000 or more. The least expensive wooden
casket I could find, made of pine, sold for $1,395.

On the rare occasion when Cass sells a casket, he
chirges about $1,200 for one made of hardwood. It
won't have a lot of fancy carvings or brass handles,
but Cass has never really seen the sense in that any
waty. “They're all going into the ground,™ he said.

Caskets can be made of just about any material.
The challenge is sizing. Cass builds his caskets 6Y2-
feet long, but can be longer if needed. The only
requirement is that the casket fit inside the vault
that lines the grave. “If you can't get it in the vault,
you're in trouble,” he said.

Cass, an Upper Valley native, built his first
casket 25 years ago. After his father died, Cass and
his brother Gary visited the funeral home where
they were shown their options for caskels. Being in
the woodwarking business, Cass had a pretty good
idea what it would cost to build one from scratch.
But the funeral home's asking price was quite a bit
higher.

It’s easy to see how this can happen. Families
that have just lost a loved one don't tend to have
much interest or time to shop around. It's helped
that the Federal Trade Commission began
tightening up its oversight of the funeral home
industry in the 1980s, Federal law now requires
funerul homes to give prices over the phone, Many
fumilies don't realize that they're under no
obligation to purchase a casket from the funeral
home handling the burial. It’s rare when familics
go elsewhere, said Pollard, head of the state’s
funeral directors.

After building his father’s casket, Cass
approached local funeral homes about becoming a
supplier, but there wasn't much interest in working
with him. He continued to build caskets anyway,
giving them to families who appreciate not only his
craftsmanship but his thoughtfulness. It's a gesture
that seems (o please everyone.

“Everyone except the undertaker,” he suid.

L'V KEnvOoN I

ALASTGIFT
FOR A FRIEND

vANr A ks Tanily doed

S ome peaple know Nate Cass aschief of the
Cornish Volunteer Fire Department.
Others know him as the ownerof North
Country Door, a custom woodworking
business near the Cornish-
Plainfield town line.
What most people don't
know is that Nate Cass is
also a casket maker. And
here's the best part: He gives
= away far more “boxes" than he

sells, “It’s not much of a
business,” he told me, “We

just hiave the materials

around when someone
“needsone.
Cass, 56, doesn’t keep a list
of such things, but over the years he figures that
he's built 15 1o 20 free caskets for local families
who have lost a parent or & spouse. “Most of the
people were friends of mine,” he said. “It’s about
the last thing you're ever going to get to do for
them."”

Last month. Paul Sayah. a Windsor firefighter,
died of cancer at age 61. Retired Windsor chief
Lew Gage helped the family make arrangements,
including lining up pallbearers. Gage called Cass,
honoring Sayah’s wish that area firefighters lead
the funeral procession. During the conversation,
Cass volunteered to build a casket if Sayah's widow
and children were OK with it. Gage checked with
the family. “They were very pleased.” said Gage.
“Keeping more of the (the funeral process) in the
fire family meant a lot to them.”

The casket, made of oak, took Cass, 56, two days
to build. After selecting and milling the wood, he
put the pieces together with screws and sprayed on
a clear finish. “There's certainly more of a
personal touch to have someone you know make
the box," Cass said.

Nearly 10 years ago, Cass built a casket for his
friend and fellow firefighter Pete Decatur. Mary
Decatur told me that the idea of charging to build
her husband's casket never would have crossed
Cass’ mind. “That’s just the way Nate 1s,” she said.
“If I would have offered him something, he would
have said I was insulting him."

Along with the emotional benefit that Cass
provides families at a time when they could use a
lift, there's another aspect of what he does that
can't be overlooked. Because just like about
everything else these days. dying is expensive.
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Sound of Gunshot Pro:

A lloy Lews Acuy ~o0f

By Bon Hookway
Valley News Stalf Writar

Corntsit — A shot heurd yesterday by a
school custodian in the area of Comish Ele-
mentary School prompted o lockdown in the
school gym of sbout I8 children who were par-
ticipating in an after-school program.

At the same time, most of the approxi-
mately 140 students — who were in the pro-
cess of been dismissed for the day when the
shot was heard — were instructed to leave
school grounds quickly.

Meanwhile, for the second day in a row, stu-
dents, staff and administrators at Hartford
High School were sent home early after &
written bomb threat was found in a girls” bath-
room near the principal’s office, according to
Hartford police.

The Hartford evacuation occurred, once
again,at about 1 a.m., while the Cornish inci-

Second Bomb Scare :

dent took place at mid-afternoon just as
school was letting out, School Administrative
Unit 6 Assistant Superintendent Allen Dam-
ren said.

“School was being dismissed for the week-
end, Some children were on the playground
with their parents. There was the normal
after-school chit-chat, when the custodian
heard a gunshot,™ said Damren, who
the work of custodian Michael Monette and
school secretary Dale O'Connor who — in the
absence of Adrianne Noel, the principal —
z:ildlmvad emergency procedures exactly, he

They got the departing children onto buses
or into family vehicles quickly, and also
cleared the playground and secured the build-

——

npts Lockdown at Cornish School

it Hartford High Leads to Early Dismissal

ing with the remaining students in the gym,
he said.

“They both responded according to the
school’s emergency plan,” said Damren, who
said in addition to state police, officers from
Comish, Plainfield and the Sullivan County
Shenff™s Department responded to the scene.

Damren said state police luter deciured the
school area safe without commenting on the
source of the gunshot.

“They didn't say where it may have come
from, and 'm not going to speculate on that
cither,” said Dumren, who was preparing a
letter for students’ families late yesterday
afternoon explaining the incident to them.
The children who remained at the school on
Town House Road after dismissal were to be

sent home dt 5:30 p.m., he suid.

Cornish Police said two other residents
heard the gunshots, which may have onginat-
ad in the gravel pit area of the Comish Fair-
grounds, police said in 3 press release last

night.

In Hartford, police Capt. Tim Rich said yes-
terday’s note appeared 10 be in the same hand-
writing as the one found in the same girls'
room about 24 hours earlier.

“It was almost s duplicate,” said Rich of the
message that threatened a bomb would go off
it & specific time at the school. Rich said one
thing that differed in the two situations was
that a similar threat wis also written yesterday
on the wall of a third-floor boys” bathroom,

*“As i {former teacher. thines like that are

incredibly disruptive,” said Hartford school
board member Chuck Bohi, who taught his-
tory at Hanover High School for 27 years.
“It’s scary for the younger children, and
maybe for the high school kids it’s more of a
lark, but st screws things up ternbly,” he sid.

Former Hartford School Bboard member
Bob Durkee suid the incidents would upset
him in any case, but more so because he has
two children at Hartford High

“Asa parent, I'm especially grieved tothink
of this becoming a pattern,” he sud.

Police planned to inspect the empty school
thoroughly over the weekend, said Rich, who
added it was expected classes would resume
on Monday morning at the usudl time. He
also sad anyone who has information on
¢ither or both of the incidents call the Hart-
ford department at: (802)-295-9425,

Bob Hookway can be contacted at bhook-
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Cause of Cornish F

By Marx Davis
Vallay Nows Staff Writer

Cornist, N0, — Mike and Sandi
Reynolds had grown tired of Tiving in
downtown Windsor, of having a few
feetof yard space and cars trolling the
night of way behind their home. So in
April, they moved onto a ranch home
on i S0-acre parcel owned by Sandi's
parents on rural Root Hill Road.

It may be a while before the
Reynolds can live in their new home
again, after a fire yesterday morning
damaged much of its entrance and
sent smoke throughout the building.

"My boss was waiting and the first
words out of his mouth were, *Your
mother called, your sister called, your
house is on fire, said  Sandi
Reynolds, 40, who works in an Ascut-
ney office building. “Those words
don't register in your brain: *Your
house is on fire." My house 1s on fire””

No one was home at the time of the
blaze, which started at 8 a.m. Mike,
Sandi and son Paul had left for work,
and daughter Nicole had been
dropped off at Windsor High School.
Their German shepherd Mason was
not hurt, but two cats were unac-
counted for hours after the flames hid
been extinguished

The fire apparently started in the
front porch, Cornish Chief Nathan
Cass said, engulfing the front door
and penetrating the ceiling and
roof

Fire officials were unsure of the
cause yesterday, but Cass said the fire
did not appear to be arson,

ire Uncertain

Villey Mewr Aow 3, 200é 11 A

Second Lt. Leo Maslan looks out the front door of the Reynolds home in Comnish yesterday, where a mot
firo damaged the entrunce. Behind him is fellow Cornish Fire Department membor Dale O'Cor

VaLLey News — Jennwen H

“We believe it was probably acci-
dental,” Cass said. “There's no susp-
cion,”

The home is insured, the family
satid,

Members of the Windsor Fire
Department were the first on the
scene, about a half-mile from Coy-
ered Bridge 22 on Town House Road

"We had flames by the front door
that (reached) up over the roof eave,”
Windsor Fire Lt. Kelly Young said.,

More than 20 firefighters from the

Cornish, Meriden and Plainfield fire
deparntments responded to the scene,
Cass sad, taking about 45 minutes to
bring the fire under control, Five fire
engines and three tankers were used.

A neighbor driving down the strect
saw the flames and called 911,

Mike Reynolds. 42, works at the
Windsor wastewater treatment plant
One of his co-workers at the plant, lis-
tening to the scanner, overheard chat-
ter of u fire on Root Hill Road. Mike
Reynolds figured it could be his

house, or his in-laws’ or neight
and started driving home

The Reynoldses, Windsor na
who met in grade school and
been together ever since, said ye
day they were unsure what they
¢do next,

“Idon"t want to tulk about it,” S
Reynolds said. T just want t
home and slesp in my own bed.”

Mark Davis can be reache
medavis@ynews.com ar (603)
3304,



Cass called for backup at 7:14 p.m.

Then he waited and waited for what
seamed like forever, but was only min-
utes. Every three minutes s fire dou-
bles, & statistic that was all the more
renl for a frefighter who is used to
helping others.

“It’'s a hell of a lot easier when you go
commuand somebody else’s but your own,”
he said looking at the melted tin roof and
blacken red structure.

Cass hod o strategy in the works, but by
the time the fire caught air it moved fast
and an all clear was called. No one entered
the building until it was more under con-
trol, trucks pumped water anyway they
could.

“There's nothing there worth saving to
risk any lives as far as | was concerned,”
Cass said. “It's o building”

At the fire's peak there were about
1,000 gallons of water a minute being
poured on the building, Meriden Fire
Chief David Best said. He was uncertain
when the fire was under control, but by
7:35 p.m. there were no visible flames,
only white smoke.

The building contained cabinets, parts
and some storage for a future yard sale. The
items that would have been on sale were a
studio, un iPod, cookie sheets and plastic
bowls,

The two-story spray building will be
rebuilt, Cnss said. Cass believes the fire
started in the main spray room, but is
uncertain how. It could have been worse.
The main shop was in walking distance

INO One

hurt in fire

North Country Door will
rebuild damaged building

By ELIZABETH MARTIN
Staff Writer O5-2 1/-6 7

Cornish Fire Chief Nathan Cass’ instincts
made him want to rush in to the smoke-filled
spray room he uses as part of his North
County Door business, Thursday, but he said
his training made him stop.

T Cuss left hig business on
‘ Meriden Route 120 and everything
seemed fine, but when he
returned 10 minutes later he spotted smoke.

Firofighters arrived quickly and were able
to extinguish the fire in the spray building,
which stands alone away from the main shop.

“Fortunately 35 vears of training, I didn't
goin,” Cass said. “I knew this was more than
a fire extinguisher could handle”

At 7:10 p.m. Cass saw the smoke rising
from one of the building’s. He grabbed the fire
extinguisher from his truck and cracked the
door — sans his firefighting gear. Black
smoke and the heat made him reconsider.

See FIRE - Page AS

FLUZABETH MARTIN PHOTO

Volunteer Meriden firefighter Darrel Beaury on the site of a fire at North Country Door.
No one was injured and the fire never reached the main building of the business,

and would have caused more than $1 mil-
lion in damage.

The fire is under investigation, Best
said, There were no injuries,

Fire departments that responded were:
Cornish, Meriden, Claremont, Lebanon,
Enfield, West Windsor, Plainfield,
Hartland and Hartford, When a structure

fire 18 called every department in the
three counties responds, Best said.

“They sent the whole world, probably
didn't need this much, but it's OK they're
here,” Cass said.

Elizabeth Martin can be reached at
(603) 543-3100 ext. 103 or emartin@eagle-
times.com.
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A Cornish fire engine, draped in black, leads the funeral procession for former Cornish Fire Chief Duane Allen, Jr. under a flag hung

from two ladder trucks.

EX-FIRE CHIEF HONORED

Cornish says goodbye to community leader Duane Allen

By ANDREA OSMUN
Staff Wniter

Townspeople, friends and relatives gath-
ered at the Cornish fire station on Route
120 Saturday niterncon to pay respects to o

muan who had given back to

Cornish his community for many

yvears. Duane Divoll Allen

Jr., 78, was Cornish’s former fire chief and
pussed away from cancer on Aug, 19,

The Rev. Scott Kearns officinted the

funeral.

“Duane was n people-person, and he
loved life,” Kesrns said. *You'd be very hurd-
pressed to find someone who didn't like
him."

Allen was born to Dunne Divoll and
Clarigsa (Converse) Allen in Springfield on
June 10, 1930. He graduated from
Springfield High School in 1948 and then
gerved in the United States Army during
the Korean War. For 15 years, he worked for
Bryant Grinder Corp,, in Springfield, as a

machinist und then for Rachel Tenney
Chicken Farm in Claremont. In 1958, he
moved to Cornish and became a dairy
farmer, He owned Lockwood Farm on Burr
Road and muintained the farm for the rest
of his life.

He was involved in muny aspects of the
community, including 4-H, the Cormish Fair,
the Loyal Order of Moose Lodge 1201, the
Farm Bureau and the American Legion

See CORNISH - Page A7
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'CORNISH sonmees  BermiceJohnson CHS Album

Ponzhofwmdmnﬁown “Cornish wns o bedroom com-
volunteer in the fire depart- munity. There were not many
ment and then worked as the men in town, and Dusine called

fire chief in Cornish from 1973 ond:ofmwbmﬁm_nh‘

to 1962, firefighters, He was

“Sowme B0 years ugo, a youny A firefighter named Michnel
man, his wife, his daughter and  said Allen usod to call his kids
a cow eame to Cornmish. The Gertrude and Henrietta, even
Allen Farm was o family farm,”  though they were boys and
Cass sald, ndding that it was in  their names were Danfel and
the Allon family for four gener-  Josh.
ations. Lisa Snyder, of Cornish, said

T served under Duane for Duane treated her family like
wix yonrs when he was fire  his own.
chief," Cnss sald. “He helped “Ho took care of us,” she said.
bring the fire t into Nive
the 21st century. His famous road, He always checked to see
statement wus, ‘What kind of  if wo were OK*

idiot runs into » house when  Another lady said, "I can't 40«

overvone else is running out?”  remember the first time | met
We do.. . The hardest job Duane Duane, because he was one of
did was put up with ”:if thoso people who embraced you
whippersnappers like my u %
But Duane was calin. Thix fire
department has grown by the
foundation Duane has laid.”
Severul peoplo who knew day
Allen wtood up and shared their
memories of him.

One  firefighter  said,

George Aldridge, n photogra-
phor for the fire department,
said after the funeral that
Allen hated driving the fire
trucks. One time, Aldridge said,

Allon asked him to stop in the

middle of Route 120 and
switch, so Allen could drive
Aldridge’s car and Aldridge
could drive the fire truck.
“It's boen & big joke”
Aldridge, who knew Allen for
30 years, suid.




Dry, Windy Weather Helps Fuel Stilbbom Brush Fires

Plainfield firefighter Bob Michal rinses smoke and sweat from his
syes while working with Meriden firefighter Pater Mahar, right, to
dowse hot spots with water and clear brush away from the fire line
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on Harrington Hill in Cornish yesterday. The fire quickly spread in
the dry and windy conditions that led to & red llag fire warning yes-
terday in New Hampshire.

VALLeY News — James M, PATTERSON

Cornish Sees Blaze on Hot Day

By Jonun Wooonow Cox
Vallay News Staff Writer

CorNISH — Dylan Gelineau, his face smeared
with soot, munched on o Kit Kat candy bar
Yesterday afternoon’s brush fire on Harring
on Hill that constmed more thim [0 acres was
hee First blize that the 16-year-old i
Cluremont High School student

though they didnt release the couse 48 of last
evening. Firefighters received an emergency
call uround 2:30 yesterday afternoon, By 8 p.m.,
the fire was extinguished

Down the hill, dust and leaves swirled in stiff
gusts arotnd a one-third of a mile long line of
more than 40 cars and pickups of volunteer
firefighters from 13 New Hamp-
shire and Vermont fire depart-

and  Meriden firefighter had Fire officials ments.

faced since volunteering in June didnotreleasea Just feet from where they rest-
“Itwas intense,” sald Gelineau X ¢d, a snaking line running up

a witer bottle stuffed in his baggy cause of thefire alang the steep hill separited the

pants and splotches of black co yesterday. hlack. scorched ground from the

ering his once-yellow fireman’s
jacket

Nearby, other Upper Valley firefighters, their
Jegs tired and throats parched, snacked on
bologna sandwiches, potato chips and oatmeal
cookies, as they chugged water and took o
much-needed rest after more than four hous of
battling the blaze, which was axded by yester-
day’s dry, windy conditions

Officiatls believe the fire started accidentally,

mounds of dned leaves and twigs

that, combined with ferce

winds, made extinguishing the burn such a chal-

Jenge. The conditions were so taxing that one

Meriden firefighter, suffering from dehydra-

tion and beat exhaostion. wias 1aken o Valley

Regional Hospital in Claremont, though he was
later released

‘As fast us the fire guys could get up the hill,

it wis going by them.” said Jack Williams,

whose property sifs close 10 where 1he woods
barned. "It was like o rce.”

Williams and Cornish Selectman Keith Jones
ran firefighters and supplies up and down the
hill throughout the day in their ATVS.

It wasn't renl bad, but then the wind hit us
hard,” Cornish Fire Chief Nate Cass said. *We
didn’t know where this was gonna stop.”

Fire officials and neighbors also feared that if
the fire burned over the hill's crest, to an area
covered in quick-igniting pines, they might not
have been able to stop it

“It would have burned all the way to (Route)
120, Willimms said. “It would have kept going.”

Officials believe the blaze started on Tina
and Daryle Downing's Harrington Road prop-
erty und then spread across the hill. though
they also said they didn’t know how the fire
started. Flames came within about 200 feet of
their home and o few othens in the neighbor-
hosxd

Four of the more than 75 firefighters who
showed up to the scene stayed last night asa pre-

See Bausy Fire—A3
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Dale Lawrence of
Comish Fire and
Rescue pauses with
o roll of tape used
to mark trees with
burned roots on the
hike to the front of
a fire on the top of
Harrington Hill in
Cornish yesterday.
Lawrence made
saveral trips up and
down the hill
ferrying water and
tools to the fire line.

VaLLEY News —
James M. PATTERSON

CONTINUED FROM PAGE Al

caution in case the fire reignited.

Richard Melloh. who lives on the north side Har-
rington Road across from the burned area, said he
waas working in his shop next to his house, and he

hen he walked outside 1o retrieve a soda, he
noticed the fire

“I took a look at it and knew there was nothing |
could do but call 911, he said. *IUs all kind of o blur
NOW.

Firelighters struggled throughout the alternoon 1o
establish # contunment line because gusting winds
repentedly blew embers past them, expanding the
fire’s reach. New Hampshire and other parts of New
England are under a red flag fire wamning, the most
severe caution level, because of warm weather and
unusually dry conditions for this time of year.

For most of the afternoon and mto the evening
firefighters scarched for smoke coming from bot

spots. as dark cloods lingered overhead, te
a ruinstorm that never amived,

*“That was the biggest challenge. keeping
jumping our fire line,” said Menden Fi
David Best, standing next o a pile of
shovels. “This is one of the worst that we've

ng."
sp?olm Woodrow Cox can be reached
727-3305 or jeox@vnewscom.



Responding

Leland Atwood, center, is honored for 50 years of service with the
Caornish Fire Department. Atwood began volunteering as a fire fight-

department.

er at the age of 19, when his father was fire chief, and has been an

Fire Volunteer Marks 50 Years

‘,.—.\\[07 Mews Arovr 23 2010

By KATIL BETH RYyan

Valley Naw v,—.c';\iff_‘.";‘u‘l‘ f

Cornisy — Cornish Frre Chie! Nate Cass didn't
need to be reminded of the significance of hon-
oring i volunteer firefighter for 50 years of active
Srvice.

“I1's aovery unusual occasion,” Cass said yes-
terday afternoon, before payving tribute 1o the ser-
vice thar Leland Atwoodd has given to the Cornish
Volunteer Fire Department at the station in Cor-
nish Flat.

Atwood was honored alongside other members
of the fire squad who were celebruting their 10th,
15th, 20th and 25th unmiversanies with the depart
ment

Getting to 50 years, however, s no small

Cornish Department
Honors Atwood, Others

achievement — Cass believes it's the first for o
volunteéer firetighter from Cornish — especially
considering the middle-of-the-night phone calls,
often sub-freezing tempernatures and the buming
structures that an unpaid firefighter must often
encounter

“I'm proud o be dble to give this o you,
Lelund.” Cass siid, presenting Atwood with o
wooden plague and a proclamation from Gov,
John Lynch, to the applagse and standing ovation
from these gathered at the firchouse

In Cornish, the Atwood name is practically

s

eager, hard-working volunteer since, according to his peers at t

VaLrey News — Sanras PRes

S ol IO WK Tire Safetv EllSworth Atwo
pliyed o lurge role in the founding of the Corn:
Volumewr Fire Departinent an 1943, Leia
Atwoad joined the department at 19, a year af
gradunting from Stevens High School in Cla
mont,

“I just Kind of grew up in it When 1 was «
enough to join. | joined.™ he s,

None of the other active members of the squ
were on duty when Atwood first suited up, |
there's no doubt in their minds that he's
sprightly us he was SO years ago,

Chief Cass recalled a fire on Hurrington |
Road earhier this year in which two youn;
members of the department struggled to keep
with Atwood's prowess as be led them in ext

Seo ConvisH—



lella Whalen, 6, and Amy Whalen
f Cornish scoop lce cream in the

nidst of the fire department
rowded with people attending an
¢ cream social to honor Leland
itwood for 50 years of service
vith the Cornish Fire Dapartmant

Atwood begun voluntearing as
fire fighter at the age of 19, whe
his father was fire chief and ha
been an eager, hard-working vol
unteer since, according to his
pears ot the fire department. 3
VaLLey News — SARAH PRIESTAF

;ornish Volunteers Honored:

CONTINUED FROM PAGE Al

guishing the blaze.

“Keeping up with this mun s just
abbut impossible,” said Cass

“He's just one of the guys,™ said
Leo Maslan, recognized yesterday for
his own 25 years of service (o the
department. “He Koows his job and
hedoes it ... Twoo'clock in the mom.
ing, 10 below zero, he'll be there

Since Leland Atwood joined the
Cormish Volunteer Fire Department,
it s grown from a sguad with jus
one engine and tanker, and just one
firchouse, 10 & department with five
vehicles and a second fire station in
Cornish Flat, completed just o few
VCurs ago.

One area in which the deparrment
would like wace mone 2rowth s in the
number of volunteers willing 1o take
on an unpaid but very necessary j0b

“It's very difficult to Keep members
and keep them active,” Cass ucknowl
edged. That's partly due to the nuture
of the work involved in firelighting,
but can also be attributed 1o fewer
yering people sticking around town

after they graduate from high sehool.
4

unlike in previous generabons,

Some other soluntesr fire de
ments have resorted to “pald ¢
compensuting firelighters only
the hours they put in for the de
ment, Cormish, however, ren
staffed entirely with volunteers, o
of whom balance full-time jobs
their work for the department

Belore retinng from the squs
2008 after 40 years, Dale Rook
gled his volunteer duties with a
me 100 as 2 fire safety offio
Dartmouth-Hitchoock Medical
ter and rusing four children

It was difficult,” Rook saxd.
i's u sacnfice thar a lot of pe
muke,

For now, the department conti
with & crew of 23 active firefigh
and Atwood has no intention of 4
doning the mnks.

“You don't enmjoy going (o s
one’s house tor o fire,” Arwoed
“hut you enjoy the work,"

Katie Beth Ryan can be rea
at (603) 727-3242 or at kb
Wenowscom,



Longtime fire chlef to hang u

Lew Gage set to retire
from dept. this summer

By DAMIEN FISHER
Staff Writer

Ending nearly 30 years of work in
emergency service, Fire Chief Lew Guago
will retire this summer

Though he will miss the career to
which he devoted so much of his life,
Gage said there is one aspect to his job

he will definitely not
' Windsor be sorry about leaving

*I certainly won't
miss the pagers.” aaid (mun', whose
retirement was nnnounced Tuesday
night.

Gage recounted that for three vours
s running, the Gage family Thanksgiving
meanl was interrupted with o page for o
fire. The first two yoars, with guests over
at his house in Cormish, Gage said he
was called away before the meal startod
to deal with serious structure fires In
both instances he didn't make it home
until the next morning,

The third year., his wife Virginin
refused to invite guests. The two of thom
managed to sit down to the table and
actually eat their dinner.

“Ill be damned if 1 didn’t get toned out
halfway through the meal” he laughod

The anecdote is {Hlustrative of one of
the reasons Gage is stepping down. After
being constantly on call for the past
three decades. Gage said he neods to go

"f'g/t s 2o
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Windsor Fire Chief Lew Gage, who will retire this summer, stands with an antique

fire pump In the Windsor fire station.

back to being with his family,

*The primary reason I'm retiring is
that | want to get re-acquainted with my
family,” he said. *I gave this community
i good portion of my life and my family’s
hife"

The other reason Gage is taking his
bow is that at 63, he finds it difficult to
work the long hours required of fire-
fighters. He said there are days when he
has to work 36 hours straight, some

thing he used to be able to do on a regu.
lar basis, but not so much now,

“This is & young man's game,” he sald,

Gage has been with the Windsor
department for the past 26 years. He
wtill remembers his first day on the job,
Jan. 29 1979

“Twenty-aix years, you don't do that
unless you love the community and you

See CHIEF - Page A7






Cornish Selectman Building Town’s Fire

By Jon WoLren
Vallay Nows Staff Writer

Cornistt — On a quiet stretch of Route 120,
in the shadow of a branch of the Cormish Fire
Department, a town selectman is working on
an overdue fire truck.

Larry Dingee. who is one of the three select-
men. has owned Dingee Machine Co. for 28
years. When the town set aside money for a
truck to replace the aging Engine No. | last year,

Dingee recused himself from the vote awarding
of the contract — and bid an it himself.

He won, but now he's missed his July 10
delivery deadline.

The onginal $207,000 contract, which was
drafted in September of last year, required the
truck to be completed 120 working days after
the chassis was delivered to Dingee Machine,
The chassis, which Dingee purchased from
Internanional Trucks, arrived in fate January.

The lateness of the truck has left some res-

idents and firefighters impatient.

“Basically, we just want it,"” said Fire Chief
Scott Reuthe. “We're tired of waiting, We
spent ull this time, we've got 1o see some
results.”™

According to a letter sent from Selectboard
Chairman John Hammond 10 Dingee in
February, Dingee said at & town budget hear-
ing that the truck would not be ready “until
the end of summer or early September.”

“As a Selectman for the Town of Cormish,”

Truckls Late tothe Scene

Hammond wrote, *“you are aware that the Fire
Department’s current pumper hiss just failed
and after costly repairs bs still in unsatisfucto-
ry condition.” He urged Dingee 1o complete
the truck by the due dare.

“We've tried 1o go about it in a manner that
wits correct,” Hammond said i an interyiew,
“Sometimes things don't — well, completion
dates sometimes aren't met,”

Dingee built the old Engine No. | 25 years
ago. Though it's still in service, Reuthe said,

the truck’s preferred |'fespan is two decades.

As of this week, the new truck isn't near
completion, Dingee said. The deep red pant
of the front of the truck gives way to an empty
metal bed where the body will eventually be
attached.

“Would we like 1o see it out of here tomor-
row?” Dingee said. leaning on the driver’s side
truck step. “Of course.”

He said it's likely that within a month the

See Coamisy—AS
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truck’s body will be painted and
mounted an the chassis — painting of
the bady had 1o be postponed beciiise
his in-house painter had been on o
four-month disability leave — but
then the real work begins

He likened it to building a house:;
I's casy 1o get the structure standing,
Dingee said, hut the intermal work is
wherte it gets trickier

“Ir's the fast 25 percent that takes
73 percent of the time,” he said

Because of that and any number of
other vanubles, such s other trucks
needing immediate repuir, Dingee
siid it would be impossible to specu-
lnte when he'll be done.

Dingee ordered a chassis from
Internationa) Trucks, on which the
truck’s body will be placed. The chus-
sis includes the car's motor compo-
nents needed for driving; Dingee's
compuny builds and instlls the
plumbing parts that turn it into a fire
truck, such as the water pump,

Although the chassis arrived in
Cornish on Jun. 23, Dingee sald didn't
get 1o work building the truck until
shortly after u change order involving
the type of tires used passed through
the Selectboard. The chunge order
shows Dingee's signature in Oct, 201)
Though the Selectboard  didn't
approve it until Feb. 17, Selectinun
Merilynn Bourne sad that change
order had to do with the chassis, which
was ordered in October. Therefore,
the bourd's failure to sign the change
order until February shouldn't have
mnpped up production.

V” "07 A/Q“"‘
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In & response to Hammond's Febru-
ary letter, Dingee wrote that he would
“muke every effort 1o complete the
vehicle in o umely fashion,” though
he hadn't stirted construction until
later because the change order had not
yet been approved by the Selectboard,
wha told him not to make charges 1o
the ongimal specificanons until they
approved it

Dingee said the board's desire to

14,201

sign off on all change orders was
unusual, and perhaps hindered con-
struction from moving as quickly us it
should have.

“It is unusual for the selectmen 10
be involved in the sctunl nuts and
bolts process.” he said

Botrne disagreed.

“The selectmen ultimutely have to
approve and put their signatures on
change orders, because it indicates

the expense,” she said.
Machine was one of four bid
the contruct, for which th
allocared $220.000, Dingee
lowest bidder that mer ;
required specifications and
fore got the job. Accord
Bourne, the bourd had o do
petitive bid in the interest o
parency. considering Dingee
mally a selectman



The town of Cornish's new
pumper truck, shown yesterday
under construction at Dingee
Machine Co. in Comish., Owner
Larry Dingee said they will be
working on the truck full time until
job is complete.

VaLiey News — Geory Hansen

His company produced a guote of
$207.000, beating out  Desorcie
Emergency Products, LLC in St
Albans, Vi. (5218,918), Vulley Fire
Equipment n  Bradford, N.H.
(8223,005) and Rosenboeur America
in Lyons, S.D. (§243,042).

The leftover SI3,000 will be used
for additionul improvements to the
truck. Dingee said, whether they're
purchased through him or someone
elsc. At the Town Meeting in March,
voters approved the spending of that
money. Dingee will likely install any
extra components, Bourne sitid. Any
of the unused $13,000 will reman in
the capital reserve fund for the fire
depariment, she said,

Asof now, the town has used §1.621
of that money 10 buy from Dingee &
pump compartment heater and heat
pans 1© go under it, according to a
change order,

Lows Fills # Cornish resident for 41

2 At and sebshambisedt sese Miler B

through the town email network,
Connect Cornish, expressing discon-
tent with the luteness of the truck.

“The truck is now due, no where
[sic] near ready and the feeling is: “we
get it when we get 1" she wrote,

“1 don’t think it should be that
way.”™ Fitts said in an interview, “Mr.
Dingee’s machine shop knows that the
present engine is overdue, it has its
problems. and he was aware of that
when he accepted the bid.™

But she added that, as far as she
knows, Dingee Machine has a good
track record with its other clients,
who are spread throughout New Eng-
land.

This year, the company converted a
truck for the Plainfiekd fire depart-
ment. Itdelivered the vehicle on July
3. just in time for it 1o be a part of the
July 4 parade. According to Fire
Chief Frank Curner. Dingee had the
vehicle between fourand frve months,
though Plainfield set no hard deadline
for him. Right now, Dingee Machine
is huilding two trucks besides the one
for Cornish.

“Dingee does a fantastic job,” Cur-
rier said. “Otherwise, we wouldn't
have gone with him."”

Jon Wolper can be reached at
Jjwolper@yvnews.com or 603-727-
3248.
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While being comforted by her friend Dale Lawrence, of Cornish, homeowner Laura Zell,
center, watches lirefighters dousa the remnants of a blaze at her Center Road home In
Carnish on Monday. Zell was at work when the fire was reported. Lawrence Is also on the
Cornish Rescue Squad. See story, page B1. VaLLey Naws — GeOFF HANSEN



While neighbors walk by, Cornish firefighters spray the rafters ol

Laura Zell's Center Road home with water from a truck in Cornish on

Cornish Home Destroyed in Fire

By Joroan Cubpemi
Valley News Staff Writer

Cornisn — Fire officials said working smoke
detectors helped a woman and child escape a
burning Cornish home unharmed on Monday.

Cornish Fire Chief Scott Reuthe said o woman
inside the Center Road home heard smoke detec-
tors sounding around 12:30 p.m. and ushered
& two-year-old child and a golden retriever to
safety.

“That is what we like to see — those smoke
detectors working,” Reuthe said outside the
charred house on Monday.

The homeowner, Laura Zell, was not home
at the time the fire started, but arrived on scene
shortly after crews responded.

While standing in the driveway of 4 neighbor’s
house; Zeli said her sister — who is visiting from
Colorado — and her great granddaughter were
inside the home at the time of the fire.

“My sister came to visit for six weeks. She was
helping me clean the house and we were getting
ready for a sule.” Zell said.

A large red und white for-sale sign sat in
the snow near the home which is assessed at
$135,600.

The cause of the fire wis unknown as of Mon-
day evening, Reuthe said.

The fire more than likely started in a front

Woman, Child
Escape Unharmed

corner of the main portion of the home, though
Reuthe said he couldn’t determine which room
caught fire, He said the home is uninhabitable,
and approximately three-fourths of it was a total
loss.

The American Red Cross reached out to pro-
vide assistance services, bt Zell said she and the
occupants would stay with family,

Tanker trucks blocked Center Road from the
intersection of Parsonage and Paget roads all the
way to Route 120 for several hours. Limited traf-
fic was being let through,

Cornish Fire Lt. Shane Smith said the flames
spread rapidly and made fighting the fire with
only the first responders impossible,

“The outside corner was just ripping when
we arrived,” Smith, a first responder, said
“And then the fire walked itself through the
downstairs. We tried to make an interior attack
but we pulled out because of the lack of back
up.

“It started to get bad, quick.”

Once crews from several surrounding towns
arrived and knocked down the flames, thick
white smoke billowed out of smashed windows
and a crippled roof for much of Monday after-

Monday. The space above Zell's garage was saved.
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A portion of the yellow siding on the two-story
home was melted off.

Firefighters continued 1o spray water at full-
blast even once the flames were extinguishec
to try and knock down a wall and put out ho
\p()l\.

Smith and another firefighter were seen Jug-
ging an old chest containing family photos out
of a portion of the home on Monday,

The chest, along with antiques and other
items, were located in a room above the garage,
which suffered smoke damage, but was largely
untouched by fire

“It is my job to protect property.” Smith said.
“I wanted to get whatever valuables | could out.
The main house is gone, but stuff in that upper
back room is OK.”

Because of the homes rural location, a tanker
shuttle was ready to act If need be, but a nearby
brook ucted as the primary water source.

Zell loaded a large tote filled with belongings
into the back seat of a large pickup truck in the
neighbor’s yard on Monday afternoon. Inside,
was the golden retriever,

“Let's go have some treats.” another woman
said softly

The dog complied.

Jordan Cuddemi can be reached at jeud-
demi@ynews.com or 603-727-3248.

virllsy Mews
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Comish Assistant Fire Chief Dale Roak, rght. helps pull in a rescue boat that seanched the Connacticut River for about an
hour after emergency personnal were informed of three men who had gone missing while canoelng, The claim later tumed

out to be false.

Missing canoeists claim false

Police: Man who called in report has history of mental iliness

By DAMIEN FISHER
Stalf Writer

Emdrgency porsonuel swarmed the
Cannecticut - River Tueaday altermoon  in
arel of thres men wha bnd mportedly
ons thissing while on o conve trip, Aboul
i hour mito the scarch, Comish palico

famoed it was a il
‘ Cornish  alarm.
| A A8-ysar-ulil
Vindsor man called polles ot abaut 2:30
). claiming hig brother and two [ricnde
wmd takon a eomoe onto the river in
fartlind and were honding for the boat
anding in Coniigh. Tiiw nun elhimod tho
joat had not been sevin winoe ahut 1248
1m

Camnisli Police Sgr. Douglas Hackett
aid he lesmed ' the man has a histery of
nuntat {ness ol hatlucinutbons

“The report iabotit tho honll was duo to

hia emational difficulties which wen: duo te
htlmhuma- off of his mextkations® Hackett
autid.

The false nlnnin tnggered police officers
and reocus sQuuds in Comish and
Plainlicld, ns well as Gre depurtnwnts from
Clarsmont, Windsor nnd HartSand to begin
an intonse senteh of tio water,

“It was u signiticanl
response,” HHockett said.

Whils the Comish Reseur Squid was
putting o scarch bont onto the rivor: the
man was watching nnd louking oot anto
thee water: He told the Eagle Tizies hia
brether was visiling for a2 eauplo of daye

1o said be fimt seached both sides of
the Aiver fron Hoetland to Windsoe him-
wll whon hy awnoe did not. tum up in
Cominh, Ha then called potioe:

The nuin ciniised his bruther was o mi!-
itry  votemun. who hatll served in lmg
looking nut to the nver thrangh Tueday's

snnenzency

Greezing min, the man sax!t o cxpected the
wornt,

1 woulil miher this brothor) be shat ot
than this™ ths man said,

While the Comis!i Rescue Sijund was on
the river, anil having engine teonble, polico
wem interviowing the nun. It wia thiring
that interview that his sental il was
disagverod.

tHackett sall ha spake (1o the man's finn.
iy and conflred that the brathor wan
ulivo ancl well. and. not. in Cornish, The
scorch wita enlll off anil the mun wus
taken ints custody,

Tucadny vvening, Hockett muid tho man
had boen. admitled to Valley Regional
Howpitnl in Cluremnont fbr trontmont und
obwervation. Hackett said hwr winild not b
bnnging any changat against hits for e
falre rt.

“We're not churmmag him, we're helping
hmm.” Hadhetl sajd
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NEW CORNISH FIRE STATION LOCATED
IN THE CORNISH FLAT
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Celebrate the kickoff of Fire Prevention Week with a

Safety Services Open House
Sunday, October 4
12:00-2:00 pm

Cornish Fire Station
283 Town House Road
Cornish, NH

Eat lunch with members of the fire department, police department, rescue
squad, and more!
Touch our trucks! See our equipment! Ask questions! Get a few
goodies! Free lunch and drinks!

For more information contact:

Chantelle at chantelle.orlen@amail.com or
Dale at dalehlawrence@yahoo.com

Sponsored by the Cornish Rescue Squad serving the communities of Cornish and Plainfield since 1974
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