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Introductory Notes on the History of the Cornish Police Department

For most of Cornish History, local law enforcement was not a major issue. For
Example, in 1960, there were two constables, elected by the people, and the
expenditure was $150. Paul LaClair served as Chief Constable for many years, and
in the 1960’s he was joined by Dale Rook. For information about constable
responsibilities during this period, see the CHS Film Interview with Dale Rook
where he describes his work.

The situation began to change from that time on as change came to Cornish. In
1977, the town voted to have the Select Board appoint the constables. The
feeling was not unanimous, as the vote was 90 in favor, 54 against. For 1979-
1980, the expenditure was $4,000.

In 1978, four part-time constables were appointed: Matthew Tinker, William
Stocker, Jim Lukash, and Andrew Kuhre. In 1979, Gote Sartz was designated in
the Town Report as the first Chief

Jim Lukash succeeded him and in 1980 submitted the first Police entry in the
Town Report. Phillip, later known as Joe, Osgood, came after Lukash in 1984. In
the 1986 Town Report, the force was referred to as Police Officers not Constables.
In the 1987 report, Osgood asked the town to consider having a full-time Chief.

Compiled by Laird Klingler, Librarian, Cornish Historical Society, from
Town Reports, March, 2018
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Man allegedly held wife, son hostage

Tear gas ends armed siege in Cornish

By ALICE DEMENER

Eagle - Times Staff

CORNISH, N, H. — A Cornish man was charged with one count of
aggravated assault Thursday morning in Claremont District Court
after he reportedly held his estranged wife and son hostage for a short
period Wednesday and held police off for almost three hours while
armed with four loaded weapons.

Raymond Eastman, 46, Town House Road, Cornish, was arraigned
and released on $1,000 bail. An accomplice, Robert Nye, 21, Asculney,
Vi., was charged with disobeying a police officer, reckless conduct,
and hindering apprehension, He ewas released on $300 bail. Both cases
will return (o court Aug. 24,

The incident began early Wednesday afternoon when Eastman

visited his wife and son who are living separately from him while
divaree proceedings are arranged. Eastman reportedly kicked in the
door of the house, wrecked a good deal of the furniture, threatened his
wile, and held her and his teenage son hostage for sevreal minutes,

New Hampshire state Police responded to a call about the family
being held hoslngc. but Eastman had left when they arrived. Police
went to Eastman’s home to question him about the incident bul were
refused entrance and threatened

Eastman began to fire a gun inside the house and police retreated,
Residents in the four houses on either side of Exstman’s place were
evacuated and the New Hampshire Police SWAT team was called in.

A two and a half hour seige followed, during which police tried to

convince Eastman 1o give himself up. They were communicating with
Eastman through two windows which he had broken jagged holes in,
During the stand-off, Nye broke through a roadblock on Town House
Road by nearly running over a state trooper and gained access to the
house. Police report he was encouraging Eastman to hald out.

Al aboul 8:05 p.m. police dropped lear gas canisters down the
chimney, Both men ran from the building and were arrested,

[nspecting the house, police found two loaded shotguns, a loaded
rifle, o loaded pistol, and a stockpile of foodstuffs,

The Cornish Police Department and Cornish Rescue Squad assisted
state police throughout the afternoon and evening,
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Cornish Men Fined
In Marijuana Case

CLAREMONT — Two Cornish
men were fined $200 each and a
hearing was sel for a third on

charges of marijuana
possession aired in districl
court Monday.

Daniel Whitcomb, 19, and
Michael Davis, 20, both pleaded
guilty to possession of a non-
narcotic drug (marijuana),
Bruce Dumont, 18, pleaded
innocent to a similar charge and
a hearing was set May 27.

The three were arrested by
state police after a search of
Whitcomb's rented chalet on
Dingleton Hill prompted by a
pre-investigation by Cornish
constables James Lukash and
Orville Fitch,

In other court action, Dana R.
Giguere, 23, of 11 Harvard St.
waived probable cause hearing
on a charge of criminal liability
for the conduct of another and
was ordered bound over o the
next term of Sullivan County
Superior Court.

Barn Fire

Giguere has been charged in
connection with an April 19 fire
which destroyed two barns and
a shed at the home of Olga Clow
in West Unity. Two alleged
companions have also been
charged with arson, attempted
arson and criminal liability.

Giguere has entered no plea to
the charge and is being held at
the Sullivan County House of
Correction in lieu of $2,500 bail.
He waived his right to counsel in
Monday's session.

Richard R, Currier, 37, of
Windsor was fined a total of $175
and lost his license for 60 days
after pleading guilty to driving

while intoxicated and operating
without a license,

Edwin Bennett, 31, of Saxtons
River was fined a total of $170
and lost his license for 60 days
alter pleading guilty to driving
while intoxicated and speeding.

Rodney Raymond, 23, of Pine
Crest Trailer Park was {ined $10
after pleading guilty to a
violation of city ordinance No.
143, Sec. 2, consuming an
alcoholic beverage on a public
way.

Patricia Macle, 25 of 16
Spofford St. was fined $25 after
pleading guilty to allowing an
Improper person Lo operate.

Judge Albert D.Leahy Jr.
presided.






By MARGO HOWLAND

CLAREMONT, N.H. —
Claremont and Cornish police
announced Friday that they
have solved a rash ol
burglaries occurring over the
past three months in the Cor-
nish area, along with one
Claremont burglary, with the
arrests Thursday of a Cornish
man and two juvenile boys

Charged in Claremont
District Court Friday with six
Cornish burglaries was
Raymond Oldenburg, 20,
Harrington Road. Cornish,
who was also arraigned
Thursday on one Cornish and
one Claremont burglary.

Police indicated that the ad-
ditional burglary charges
were brought Friday Instead
of Thursday because of the
amount of time it took to com-
plete all the paperwork on the
cases.

Oldenburg Is being held at
the Sullivan County Jall for
lack of $4,000 bail, $500 on
each charge, authorities said,
A l6year-old Cornish boy,
alleged to have been Dlden-
burg’s accomplice in the
break-ins, has been charged in
Juvenile court with all eight
burglaries, and a Claremont
boy, age 17, has been charged
in juvenile court with
possession of the stolen
property and possession of
property with defaced serial
numbers, Claremont Police
Lieutenant Michael N. Prozio
Jr. and Cornish Police Chief
James Lukash said.

Police have also recovered
a camera reported stolen out
of a car parked in a driveway
in Claremont, but have not
determined who stole the
camera, Prozzo said. The
Claremont juvenile was
charged with possession of the
stolen camera, and with
possession of a camera with
defaced serial numbers, a
misdemeanor.

SUNDAY EAGLE TIMES, March 28, 1982

Police solve rash of burglaries

RECOVERED LOOT — Cornish Police Chiel
James Lukash, left, and Claremont Police
Lieutenant Michael N. Prozzo Jr. examine a
stolen camera recovered Thursday in a raid
dp a Claremont apartment. Also confiscated
was an estimated $1,300 in stereo equipment

stolen in a Cornish burglary, a number of
street signs and a quantity of marijuana. An
adult and two juveniles were charged in con-
nection with seven burglaries in Cornish and
one in Claremont as a result. (Margo
Howland Photo)
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Police Assistance
Agreement Likely

By ANDY CORRIGAN
Valley News Correspondent

PLAINFIELD — Cornish and Plainfield selectmen got a
rare chance to meet officially at last night's Plainfield
selectmen’s meeting. They gol together to hash out the
details of an emergency police assistance agreement
between the two towns.

According to Plainfield selectman David Stockwell, the
agreement was proposed simultaneously by Plainfield
police chief Tim Crotts and Cornish police chief James
Lukash, The agreement was nol signed last night but
selectmen say joint signature is expected soon.

“What we have now is that our policemen have very
little authority once they're on the other side of the line,
and the same is true with their men,'" said Stockwell.

The new agreement would allow the two towns to share
assistance in emergencies when the chief of police deter-
mines that his department ‘‘lacks police officers readily
available to handle existing police requirements."

The agreement would cost neither town anything at
first, Bul it says: "The requesting municipality shall pay
the wages of the responding officers from the time of
response until withdrawal (from the scene) is completed."
The rate of pay would be the same as what each officer
receives from his own department,

The Cornish selectmen — Michael Yatsevitch, Myron
Quimby, and Cheston Newbold — last night gave to their
Plainfield counterparts a revised draft of the agreement
they had received from the police chiefs. The Plainfield
selectmen tentatively said they saw no problems with {he
revisions and assured the Cornish selectmen that the text
*‘looks pretty good."”

Both groups will now send the agreement to their
insurance companies for approval before rnti[yini it.

The Plainfield selectmen — Peter Haubrich, Sherry
Kelley, and Stockwell — will probably visit Cornish the
next time the two boards meet, they said.

Said Cornish selectman Michael Yatsevitch, I think
this i?a very good agreement for all of us. Both towns will
b it

In other business, the Plainfield selectmen continued a
discussion of zoning matters. Selectman Peter Haubrich
went to the town's zoning board Monday night seeking
clarification of town ordinances relating to multiple use of
single lots, junk cars, and limits on billboard signs.

Haubrich wants to know when those ordinances should
be enforced, who should enforce them, and in some cases
— such as in billboard sign limits — whether the
ortlllinances can actually be enforced fairly and realisti-
cally.

“What we have,” said Haubrich about the signs, *is
most Iikelz quite a few people in violation, It may scem
unreasonable to have people skrink their (existing) signs
down to the law."

Selectmen have indicated that they may seek changes in
the town's exisling ordinance, which allows one sign of nol
more than 32 square feel per premise.

Haubrich said his other questions on zoning were largely
cleared up Monday night. The zoning board said that any
situation that might lie outside the zoning ordinance would
have to be brought before the zoning board which could
either deny or approve a variance or exception.

He called Monday's mectit:ﬁ“helpml. Haubrich and the
town zoning administrator this Monday will wvisit the
planning commission with the same issues in mind, *“jus{ to’
communicate."

Out of 386 dogs voluntarily reported in town, only about
20(; still have lo be registered, according lo paolice chiel

olts.

The selectmen said they are still working to decrease
the the $120,000 they plan to request at a special town
meeting August 26. They are asking voters a third time for
money for a new town garage; the old one burned in
October of 1982,

The town is now renling space on a shorlterm
agreement with G&S Trucking on Route 12-A. Selectman
Kelley said the town has been hurt by not having a central
location from which to operate its highway equipment.



From left. Jef{ Rizzo, Tony Rizzo and Ralph 'Skip® Davis re-
covered a Cornish family’s life savings from the Connecticut

River Sunday afternoon.

Boys retrieve stolen

Wwoin doy Chienk le

1483

bonds from river

* T was scared a lot when
[ couldn't get back up the
rope, “said Ralph "Skip”
Davis as he described a hair-
rajeing escapade which re-
sulted in a Comnish couple
recovering most of their
stolen bonds yalued at about
§10, 000,

Davis and two friends, To-
ny Rizzo, 11, and his brother,
Jeff Rizzo, 12, were playing
on the historic Comish-
Windsor Covered Bridge when
they looked out an opening
near the middle and saw
something shining in the
water far below,

1t was about noon when
they spotted the object, but
couldn't reach it, so they
went to Davis® Jacob Street
home for a rope and hustled
right back to the bridge,
Tony remained on the bridge
while Jeff and Skip clam-
bered down to the piling,
still some 30 feet above the
water, Skip shimmied down
the rope to the footing of the
piling and attempted to
reach the metal box, but it
was still out of reach, But the
boy's ingenuity saved the
day and he was able to drop
a chain down through the
handle and pull it up with a
stick to a point where he
could raise the box.

Once the boxwas tied to
the rope, Jeff hauled it up
to the top of the piling and
the same procedure was fol-
lowed to pass it to Tony on
tie bridge, Then the pro-
blems began, Skip discovered

he couldn't ¢limb back up
the rope, He said he thought
about swimming for shore,
but decided the water was

A v =atld Ak ok 8% nnd 08ccenm

Paul West and David Smith,
both residents of West Leba-
non, came dovnstream in a
boat and picked Skip up,
taking him to the Windsor
side of the river,

When Tony opened the
box he couldn't believe his
eyes. It was packed full of
savings bonds, bank books
and checkbools, The three
bovs never considered keep-
ing the bonds, but took
them to thie Windsor Police
Station where they were iden-
tified as the property of
Frederick and Geraldine
Oldenburg, Cornigh, They
had been taken from the
couple's home Sept, 19 and
reported stolen at that time,
The box had also contained
about $200 in silver coins,
but those were missing,

Windsor Police turned the
box and its contents over to
Comish Police Chief James
Lukash who contacted the
owners and the investigation
is continuing,

In the meantime, the
youngsters headed for home,
Tony and Jeff kmew they
were In trouble because
their mother, Shirley Rizzo,
had told them to be home on
time for supper, Mrs, Rizzo
said Tony's first words were,
“Mom, | know we're late,
but 1 just held $10, 000,"
She sald she was "not a bit
pleased” when she heard
wliere the trio liad been be-
cause they had been on the
bridge before and had been
told never to go there again,
“But I'm proud that they
never considered keeping
the bonde and knew they had
to be returned to thelr own-
ers. "she said.
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Cornish Man, 21,
Gets Six Months
For Auto Theft

NEWPORT — Christopher
Blanchard, 21, of Cornish, was
sentenced in Sullivan County
Superior Court yesterday o
serve six months at the Sulli-
van County House of Correction
for stealing a car, driving it
through a cornfield and dispos-
ing of the vehicle in the Con-
necticut River in Cornish on or
about Oct. 11.

Blanchard pleaded guilty to
criminal mischief, & misde-
meanor, and theft, a felony, in
connection with the incident,

Blanchard stole a 1979 Chevy
Chevette from the East Road
residence of Fred Sullivan and
drove it through the cornfield
of Charles Steve, causing $500
indamage.

On the criminal mischiefl
charge, Superior Court Judge
Joseph A. DiClerico Jr. sen-
tenced Blanchard to serve a 12-
month sentence at the House of
Correction, with all but six
months deferred for one year
He will begin serving the sen-
tence next Thursday.

Blanchard will return to
court in a year to show cause
why the rest of the sentence
should not be served. He was
also placed on probation for
two vears.

On the theft charge, Blan-
chard received a deferred 12-
month sentence to the House of
Correction and was placed on
probation for two years.

In both cases, he was ordered
to make restitution to the vic-
tims and reimburse the state
for his counsel fees.
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County dispatch plan exi;iained

By EAMONN SULLIVAN
Staff Writer

CHARLESTOWN, N.H. —Town
officials reserved judgement on a
wme; Sullivan m:y dispatch
center Wednesday L

County Business Manager Rob-
ert Hemenway, Sunapee Police
Chief Orville Fitch, and Newport
Police Chief Arthur Bastian met
with Charlestown officials to ex-
plain the proposed county-wide
dispatch center.

Hemenway said that the county
is trying to get feedback from cities
and towns about the center “to see
if they want it. If they don’t, there's
no need to develop the center.”

Fitch summarized the recom-
mendations of the Sullivan County

Dispatch Committee, of which he
was a member.

The committee studied a report
by the International Association of
Chiefs of Police commissioned by
the county, in which a central

recommended

o5 indudhguingﬂcm?o.

or
Mmmdnpnch' facilities and
creating another branch of county

government.

Fitch said the committee agreed
with the consultants that the coun-
ty needed a central dispatch. The
committee also recommended that
a center be designed as a non-

rofit carporation, located in a new
Enﬂding at the county facility in
Unity.

Fitch said the non-profit corpo
ration would give towns more con:
trol over the facility without un

necessarily enlarging county gov
ernment.

Fitch said the advantages o
such a center would be increasec

would eventually cause problems
Linbility problems will force th
county to adopt a central service
he said.



A Despicable, Repulsive Act
To the Editor:

Someone shol my neighbor’s horse. 1t was sl
Saturday evening, and it was no accident.

The shooler aimed for the mare's throat, to Kill. The
bullet he or she fired hit the horse hard, ripping her
lungs and piercing her spine. She was standing by her
barn door when she was hil. My rage at her death is
overwhelming

A number of people tried to help her and her owner.
There was nothing we could do, except to comfort them
both as best we could. 1 am writing this letter al the
request of some of those who were there to let the owner
know. to let my nelghbor know, that we stand with him.
Whoever did this perpelrated the most despicable,
repulsive and inhuman thing to happen in this lovely
town lor years. Whoever did this took a shol al all of us,
for whal huppem'd 1o one of us affects us all.

To my neighbor | can only express my sorrow, and
my understanding of his loss. To the shooter | can say
nothing. English has not the right words.

PETER HOE BURLING
Cornish

Opinion U ||y Avows Aew 111486 1S

The Forum

Terrorism In Cornish

To the Editor:

My good friend and neighbor has had a horrible
injustice done to him. For several years he has been the
target of many cruel pranks, But now a deliberate
killing of his beautiful horse has been the same as a
bullet in him. Not only is he in fear for his life, but all of
us wonder if we or our animals are safe from this
sickness.

I cannol put into words how sick 1 felt watching two
excellent vets try for over three hours to save this
spirited horse. Many other neighbors and [riends stood
by in disbelief knowing they were helpless lo do
anything but comfort one another and pray this siege of
lerrorism would stop.

My poor friend could only hold the dying mare’s head
down and cry as we all heard her fas ng for air into
lungs thal were rapidly filling with blood.

We all hoped a small miracle could save her. But no.

How he loved thal horse. We would go out once or
twice a week on the trails with his mare, his pride and
Joy and good friend. It always reminded me of how he
was 50 happy with her pri . Only a horse or animal
lover could understand their special relationship. Only a
disturbed mind could kill it.

My friend’s only crime was his fierce love for his
horse and determination to protect his land from illegal
hunters. Any true hunter plays fair and doesn't hunt on
prominently ted land. A coward is someone who
sneaks around when no one is home.

All of Cornish is truly upsel at what has happened.
The neighbors have all pulled together lhrou? this
tragedy, but we cannot let this sort of thing go
unnoticed. We can'l stop seeking justice for this and all
the other crimes around us. No, my friends, people must
know there will be justice in the end.

The Lord will deal with those that hide in their dark
ways and evil doings for the sake of excitement and
malicious intentions.

We, as concerned citizens, cannot let this go as a
misdemeanor or something of a “‘freak accident.” It
must be prevented from ever happening again,

4 S GAYLE HEIM
Cornish
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Joseph Dennis ofiers some information during the discussion ol an article celling for a full-time police chief in Comish, The article was soundly defeated




Cornish
Police Chief’s Job

Remains Part-Time

By DAN BILLIN
Valley News Staff Writer

CORNISH — The residents of Cornish —

pulation 1,300 — voted in favor of preserv-
ing their small-town atmosphere yesterday,
rejecting the idea of a full-time police chief
and deciding to paint the town hall on their
own rather than hire a contractor,

Despite emotional statements of support
from residents whose homes have been
burglarized or vandalized, voters at the
annual town meeting rejected a proposul to
hire a full-time police chief. The measure
was defeated 85-45.

In other business, voters approved a
$443 205 budget for 1988, down 4 percent
from 1987, and rejected a $6,850 nprropria-
tion for painting the town hall in {avor of
$1,000 for materials and a committee to line
up volunteers,

The proposal to establish a full-time police
chiel’s position was put forward by Philip
“Joe'' Osgood, Cornish’s currenl part-time
police chief, who said he would seek the
position if voters approved Its creation,

The proposal would have increased the
police department budget from $12.677 in
1987 Lo over $45,000 in 1988, with a $26.000
salary for the chief.

Voters turned down the plan even though
Osgood amended the request to $38,000,
proposing that the full-time chiel not start
until April. Instead, voters approved a
$19,115 police budget that includes higher
salaries for the part-time police officers
Osgood will now make §7 an hour, up from
85, The other officers also got dollar raises

In arguin% for the full-time position, Os-
good cited limited state police availability
and a surge in {)olicc calls over the pasl
year. The difficulty for a part-time officer of
finding the time for state training could
eventually lead to a liability problem for the
town, he added.

In a six-page proposal he distributed to
voters at the meeting, Osgood said his
department is having to assume more and

Valley News
Part-time Cornish Police Chief Philip
‘Jog" Osgood, top, argues that the job
should be full time. In Croydon. Mod-
erator Jules Pellarin displays a sharp
eye, a sharp pencil and a ready gavel.

- Boh North

more responsibility for investigating the
local crimes it once turned over to the state
police.

“We can't {ind the state police at the time
that we need them,'” he said.

As a result, some local criminal cases are
being dropped because “‘there is just pot
enough time,"" Osgood said

During the meeting, he said the demands
of the police department are interfering with
his full-time job,

Three of Cornish’s part-time officers — of
whom Osgood 15 the only town resident —
rotate the town's only police car, each
having it for a week at a time,

In 1987, the Cornish police received 575
calls, up from 333 the year before. The four
leading categories of calls, in order, were:
requests for public assistance, dog com-
plaints, motor vehicle complaints, and
motor vehicle accidents.

“One of my major concerns is the juve-
niles in Cornish,'" Osgood said, He listed 15
juvenile complaints for 1987, as well as 27
incidents of eriminal mischief and 27 reports
of criminal activity. Being chief full time
would allow him to work to head off juvenile
problems, he said

“It's really good to nip these things in the

| B |

bud,” said resident Tony Neidecker.

“By
ving for Joe's budget, we're really paying
or an insurance policy.”
Several residents supported Osgood's re-
quest by talking tearfully or angrily about

having been the victims of burglars or gun-
toting vandals who take potshots at houses,

Having a full-time chief, however, would
not prevent such ceimes, said resident Bill
Gallagher. He oppoged the proposal, saying
it would create a new bureaucracy that
would only grow.

While the finance committee deliberately
took a neutral position, selectman Michael
Yatsevich said there was no proof that
having a fulltime chief *“‘actively stops
erime.””

Other residents objected to the increased
costs,

“They wanted a police cruiser, so by golly
we got them a police cruiser. Now they want
a police chief. Where'd it going to stop?”
asked resident Boh LaClair. “We're going

hells-bells overboard, l

Jim Lukash, a former Cornish police
chief, backed Osgood's request for an in-
creased hourly rate for the part-time offi- |
cers. “People aren’t going to go oul and get
beat up and shot at when they can make
more slinging hamburgers at McDonald's,”
he said

Although he supported a better part-time

v scale, Lukash said he thinks Cornish i5
o0 small for & full-time chief — a sentiment
echoed by several other voters

Despite volers’ reluctance to take that
u!cr. times have already changed for Cor-
nish. When resident Fred Sullivan said he
takes the keys oul of his cars ever since one
was stolen last year, many of his neighbors
nodded their heads and said they now do the

me.

The budge! discussion was uneventful,
with the only real surprise being health
officer Virginia Wood’s admission that she
spent only $1.67 in 1987 — for postage
Despite the inspection visits she makes, she
didn’t bill the town for gas because, *'T have
th?dseleclmen drive whenever possible,” she
sald.

This year the town made another conces-
sion to the modern age by approprinting
$8,500 for a computer to assist with account-
ing and property-tax billing.

When discussion turned to the historie but
deteriorating town hall, however, voters
decided to tackle the problem the old-
fashioned way. They amended the $6,850
painting appropriation to a mere $1,000 for
materials, and after one man volunteered to
sell the town paint at cost, sel up a
commiltée lo oversee the community paint-
ing effort
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Valley News — Lurry Crows

Philip '"Joe'" Osagood works at a Claremont service station besides serving as Cornish police chief.

Chief Looks For Improvements

By LOREN BILLINGS
Valley News Stall Writer

CORNISH Pari-time police
chiel Philip “Joe™ Osgood hopes he
can find & way 1o improve [he
operations of the town's police de
partment

I he can't, he said, he'll guit

‘Pl find the time o do what |
wanl 1o do with the department or
I'll find it in mysell lo resign, even
though 1 don't redlly want to.” he
said recently

Osgood believes police service In
Cornish is madequate because all of
its officers are part-timers, Because
they ail work other jobs Osgood
works at a service station in Clare-
maonl — they often can’t respond lo
accidents. fires or requests for help,
relying instead on the state police.
State police, though, often aren't in
the area, meaning response is de-
laved. Also, because of a shortage of
time, investigations either don't hap-
pen or are delayed.

Before town mesting last week,

(sgood thought he had an idea
hiring a full-time chiel, He proposed
that _the police budgel be increased
from S1L677 In 1987 to $45,000 this
year, and announced he wounld nrply
for the chief's job if it passed. [t
didn't. The budget was raised o
$10,115, but only to reflect higher
wr-hour pay for officers and an
mncrease in the dispatcher service
fee

“I'd be a liar if | said I wasn't
upset,”” Osgood said of the vole
which was 85 to 45. "But I'm not a
quitter.”

He won't be able to solve all of his
problems this year, but he is initiat
ing o program lo update police
training and policies. He'll start with
the manual that tells officers the
right way to handle situations. It's
too vague now, he said, and a better
ane will mean Increased safety for
officers and less chance ol lawsuits
against the department

“There are something hke $325
million worth of lawsuits pending
against New Humpshire pori(cc de
partments,” he said. “I'm afraid for
mysell’

When he fimshes the manual, Os

good said. he'll begin screening
training films.

A third part of his updating plar
includes Hiring one’ more plirt-time
police officer — the new tudget alsc
allows for that which will bring
the number of refular officers (¢
four

The extra officer will be the im
provement that allows Osgood lime
10 make the others, he said. He'l
use a schedule that uses two peopls
at a time, one on duty for a week
the other on backup for that week
Rotating them that way will give
each person two weeks off at a time
Osgood said he'll use his two weeks
and other available time to work of
his manual and traiming plans

Bul being full time would be mucl
easier, he said. “What do you d
when when you go home alter you've
worked a 40-hour week?'” he asked

One who did not support Osgood’
proposal for a full-time police chie
was Selectman Michael Yatsevich
although the board as a group tool
no stand. He said at the town meet
ing that he saw no evidence thatl ;
full-time chief would reduce crime i
lown
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Plainfield Selectmen’s Meeting Minutes

Plainfield And Cornish Selectmen Mull
Cooperative Services At Recent Special Session

June 9: Present: Judith Belyea, Peter Haubrich
and Bruce Baird. The meeting opened at 7 p.m.

Met with the Cornish selectmen to discuss the
possibility of joint services.

We discussed the possibility of sharing an ad-
ministrative assistant. They are going to see if
their people are interested in looking into this.
They will form a study committee and get back to
us.

We discussed the possibility of a joint police
force. We said we felt that our police force had
everything they could handle at the moment and
we didn't see how either town could save money
by doing this.

The meeting adjourned at 9 p.m.
Bruce W. Baird, Clerk

June 8; Present: Judith Belyea, Peter Haubrich
and Bruce Baird,

The meeting opened at 6:30 p.m.

Peter arranged to have a telephone installed by
the phone company in Plainfield outside the
store.

The road crew has continued ditching and
grading. They are now up on Columbus Jordan
Road.

Fairbanks testing will come down to test our
underground tanks for us. ]

Anne Donaghy came in to have us sign the
agreement with the Comish Rescue Squad.

Art is having trouble with the tires on the
grader. He is going to try filling them with chlo-
ride to see if that will take care of the problem.

Art has had some questions about the construc-
tion on Farm Road off of Stage Road. We will
send a letter to clarify what we said to them.

Ray Morin came in to discuss the 4th of July
parade. He is looking for names to help organize
it.

We reviewed the proposed building and zoning
applications and permit fee schedule. We voted to
approve the schedule to be effective July 1,
1988.

Gordon has talked to KUA about parking on
Chellis Road. They are also concerned and tried
to police it themselves. We will post "no park-
ing" signs on the left hand side of the road.

The meeting adjourned at 10:45 p.m.

Bruce W. Baird, Clerk




Sivnn & agce A

had returned from a vacation late
Sunday night and had not heard
about the accident, said today that
the board {5 meeting tonight and
will decide then what to do about
finding a temporary a police
cruiser. “I really have no idesa what
we'll decide to do,” she said.

Cornish Police Chief Joe Osgood
defended the use of Unity’s police
cruiser and said that at the time of
the accident, Hackett was “within
department policy with every
move he made.”

According to Osgood, swapping
cruisers between towns in Sullivan
County is done “on a regular basis
to maintain decent police protec-
tion." He said, “I feel bad it hap-
pened, but it could have happened
to anybody.”

For example, Osgood said, Cor-
nish’s sole police car has in the
past patrolled Unity.

According to Osgood, who is re-
sponsible for investigating the
events leading up to the accident,
Hackett was responding a second
time to a complaint at the Cornish
Fair that some people in the park-
ing lot, who had reportedly been
drinking, were being “obnoxious”
to others. The people were just
leaving the fair parking lot as
Hackett pulled in and he decided
to follow them to make sure they
were not going to be a hnmrd
Osgood said.

Hackett followed the vehicle on
Townhouse Road and pulled it
over at the intersection of
Townhouse Road and Route 120,
The vehicle fled while Hackett was
calling in its registration number
and that was when the chase
began, Osgood said.

According to Hackett, a part-
time Cornish police officer for the
past gix months and a part-time
Unity police officer for the past 18
months, he decided to call off the
chase after the speeds became too
high. He is unsure how fast he was
going at the time of the accident,
but he remembers the speed-
ometer reading 81 mph as he
passed Power’s Country Store.

“I decided that was too fast, that
he probably wouldn't stop,”
Hackett said. And he called off the
pursuit, coasted through a few
turns and, about % mile north of
Cornish Flat, as Hackett put his
foot on the brake, the accident
occurred, he said.

G e e e e - -

—EAGLE TIMES, Monday, August 22, 1888

WRECEKAGE — Police inspect a Unity police car overturned in an
accident in Cornish Saturday. (Wayne Carter Photo)

Unity cruiser is
in Cornish crash

JULIAN P. BROWN
S Writer

CORNISH, N.H. — A part-time
Unity police officer, while on duty
for the Cornish Police Department,
wrecked a Unity Police cruiser
Saturday evening only moments
after he backed off of a pursuil
with another vehicle,

Police officer Doug Hackett, 21,
who also serves as a part-time
police officer for both Cornish and
Unity, was driving the Unity police
cruiser, u 1979 Chevrolet Camaro.
The car was totalled after it flipped
over an embankment on Route 120
just north of Cornish Flat.

According to Hackett, who was
uninjured in the wreck. the acci-

dent occurred at 7:06 while the
cruiser was still slowing down
shortly after he called off the
pursuit of a vehicle he had chased
for about one mile north on Route
120.

“I put my foot on the brakes, the
rear end of the car went around,
went backwards, wenl sideways
into the embankment. The front
right tire caught on the pave-
ment,” and the ear flipped over,
Hackett said today.

The accident leaves the Unity
Police Force without a cruiser.
Margaret Delude, chairman of the
Unity Board of Selectmen, who

(Please see CRASH-Pg. 6)
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HIGH TIDE — A boat which was being hauled by Lawrence Duval, Cornish, became
disengaged from his vehicle Saturday afternoon an Route 120 and veered across a driveway
and into the side of n garage owned by Paul Rolling, The mishap damaged both the siding of
the garage and the boatl. (Ruth Rollins Photo)
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THREE PEOPLE were injured In an accident Saturday night at the intersection of Pleasant and
Mulberry Streets. Driver Diane Smead and passengers Kimberly Nelson and Cheryl Honney, all
from Cornish, were treated and released at Valley Regional Hospital. According to police, the
accident occurred as Smead's vehicle struck a vehicle (above) operated by James Hale, Newport.
Hale reportedly swung wide onto Pleasant Street from Mulberry Street, entering the
northbound lane of Pleasant Street and striking the Smead vehicle. Both vehicles received
moderate to extensive damage.(Poody Walsh Photo)
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' Cornish Again

Asked

To OK

Full=-Time
Police Force

By BRAD HILLS
Union Leader Correspondent

CORNISH — Voters will be
asked to appropriate $46,431 to
establish a full-time
LOCAL| police foree during the
$ s $ business portion of the

annual Cornish town
meeting on March 18,

A similar proposal was voted
down on a paper ballot tally of 85
to 45 at last year's meeting,

Cornish Police Chief Joe Os-
good, who has headed the
part-time department for six
years, has once again renewed
his call for a full-time police
force.

In his message in the 1988
town report, Osgood noted that
his department handled well
over 500 calls for service during
the year,

Osgood said he has seen the
workload “increase dramatical-
Iy" during his 11 years with the
| departmenl.

“1 huve also tnken great pride
in the department,” Osgood
' wrote, "I again find it necessary
toinform the town thatin its best
interest It is beyond time to hire
a full-time person for the depart-
ment.

“I hope you will consiter my
hands-on experience of the situ-
ation when making a decision,”
Osgood wrote. "I can assure you
our town will benefit from such a

change."

The part-time Cornish Police
Department had expenditures
of $18.208 during 1988. In addi-
tion to Osgood, the department
also has six pari-time police
oflicers.

Voters will face a 33-article
warrant when they go to town
meeting. For the first time, the
business portion of the meeling
will be held on a Saturday rather
than a Tuesday. The meeting
will get under way at the Town
Hall at noon on March 18,

The board of selectmen has
proposed a $532,604 operating
budget for the town this year.
Voters appropriated $514,836 to
run the town during 1988.

Voters will consider several
first-time capital outlays in addi-
tion to the full-time police
department, including $16,900
for a cemetery tractor, $2,250 for
a cemetery trailer, $3,000 for a
building codes administrator,
$1,000 for a special town project,
$1,500 for the Family Interven-
tion, Referral and Support
Team and $1,000 for microfilm-
ing.

The town will also consider
three non-binding referendum
questions that are appearing on
the warrant at the request of the
Sullivan County Commission-
ers.

1l
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Cornish Police Stay Part Time

By ERIC LIPTON
Valley News
Staff Writer

CORNISH — A
majority of voters
aren't interested in
having a fulltime
police officer, but
they would ke to
be I)an of a county-
wide emergency
dispatch service.

In a seven-hour
lown meeting Satur-
day, with 81 articles
on the warranl, vol-
grs approved @
$247,012 town
budget and a $217,160 highway
budget, and appropriated $19,350 for
u cemetery department tractor and
trailer, $3.000 for & building and
codes administrator, and $2,000 to
use during a study of where to put a
new town office,

On the first paper ballot vote, on
whether or not to hire a full-time
police officer, 142 residents of the 946
on the checklist voted. By the time
the moderator reached the 10th arti-
cle at 5 p.m., half the crowd had left
and by the last ballot vote, article
31, only 42 people were left,

It took over two hours for the
voters lo pass the town budget. They
ended up passing it with $200 more
than the total that was printed in the
town report. No cuts were made, but
some money was added to lown
officers’ expenses. Of the total high-
way budget, $150,070 will be raised
by taxes and the rest will come from
a state grant.

This was the second year in a row
voters turned down a request for a
full-time police officer. Police Chief
Philip “*Joe' Osgood told voters thal

the [ull-time officer
would bhe a “‘per-
sonal police officer
who would work
with people who had
regular run-ins with
the law to try lo
help them reform
their ways. Under
Osgood's plan, the
town would spend
$41,431 for the part-
lime chief, the two
current part-time
officers and a new
full-time officer.

Osgood said it is
getting more diffi-
cult to find parttime officers be-
cause of stricter state standards.
And his part-time officers come and

o s0 often that he is occasionally
eft to run the department on his
awn, Osgood said. The two current
officers are both from Claremont.
One has worked for the town for four
months, the other for almost a vear,

James Lukash, former Cornish po-
lice chief, said it would nol be right
to have a full-time officer under a
part-time chief. He added that the
proposal for a full-time officer
should come from & residents’ com-
mittee, not the chief.

Selectman J. Cheston Newbold
told voters that while the selectmen
respect Osgood's request, and put it
on the ballot for him, they do not
support it. The board came fo the
same conclusion last year.

“We have discussed this with Joe,
and we do have o position and that is
we do not feel we can support a full-
time police officer at this point,”
Newbold said. “'We do not feel the

{Continued on page 16)
— CORNISH

Plan Loses
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gains will offset the cost "

Jim Neil asked residents if they
had ever not received the police
assistance they needed. Fire Chiel
John Rand raised his hand, and said
once at a fire scene he could not get
assistance, One other resident also

“I see one or two hapds, so it
appears to me that the existing
system seems Lo be working and 1
wc;gld vote that we let it stand.” Neil
said.

After Osgood’s proposal was voted
down 102 to 40, he told residents that
it won't be his fault if at some point
he is not able to provide requested
coverage.

“There’s more work than that
departmenl can handle oul there —
no maltter what anybody says. [ am
the one that is watcmx;i it happen,"
he said. “And it makes me feel
better at the end of the year that you
people told me' that the current
staffing is adequate.

David Kibbie moved that the town
spend $2,000 on renovating town hall
into new office space for the select-

men ano the zoming and planni
boards, The warrant article ask
for $2,000 5o that if the town found a
property that could be used for new
offices, it could gel a purchase-and-
sales agreenment to hold onto the
land until a tlown meeting day vote.

Bernice Johnson said she “would
hate to see this building cut up into a
whole bunch of different rooms.™
She said the fair association and the
church both use the town hall. The
offices are currently in a small
building off Route 120,

Newbold said the lown offices are
so cramped the selectmen are “just
about able to breathe.' But, he said,
the selectmen would like to put off a
decision on new offices so that dif-
ferent options can be studied.

“We don't need it yesterday, we
don't need il nexl vear. necessar-
ily," he said. “We want a chance to
look into it.”

Kibbie withdrew his motion after
it became apparent that it lacked
the support of the majority. The
motion that passed formed a com-
mittee to look for a place to relocate
town offices and gave the committee

§2,000 to use if it needed to hold a
desirable location for a lown meet-
ing vote or to do engineering studies
on possible office designs.

In support of the article that pro-
posed to give the selectmen the
power to appoint a building and
codes administrator, Henry Hom-
ever, an electrician, said that in his
work, he has “run across some
prefty scary things that have been
done™ and the town really needs the
administrator.

The selectmen said the town per-
mit fees could be increased to cover

for §700 instead of the $7,000 that had
originally been budgeted for the
Frojecl. This year's project, on the
irst weekend in May, will be the
“beautification” of the town sheds
on Cornish Flat and, if time and
money remains, on Parsonage Road.

Voters agreed to give money col-
lected as a penalty on landowners
who take their land out of current
use lax status (o the conservation
commission. And they formed a
historic district commission, passed
a §15.000 property tax exemption for
blind residents and added three al-
lernate positions to the planning

the estimated $3,000 the administra- board

tor would cost. The {ire department
currently does building inspections
but Chiel Rand said he does nol have
the manpower to do a thorough job.
The motion passed on a voice vole.
Voters also np&)mved $1,000 to pay
for supplies for this year's volunteer
building renovation project. Last
May, 125 residents painted town hall

After being told that Cornish's
annual portion of the county public-
safety dispatch center would be
about $6,800, $2,000 more than the
town paid last year for its dispatch-
ing services, residents voled 73-2 in
favor of the proposal.

And by a 69-to-6 vole, residents
changed the procedure for tax sales

{

s0 that now only the town, county or
state can buy tax liens for unpe |
taxes, This will prevenl out-of-towu
“lax farmers" from buying up liens
that come with a high-interest pay-
menl.

On a motion by George Edson,
voters tabled a article that if passed
would have instructed the town's
state representatives that the voters
support a bill that would require
deposits on soda, beer, wine cooler
and liguor containers. At least 80
percent of the unclaimed deposit
money, under this proposal, would
mve gonerback to ll:e towns to help

em pay for a recycling program.

Edson said first that was nol a
town issue | . one the state should
deal with. But he then listed several
reasons why he opposed bottle and
can deposits. Bill Gallagher said the
town has every right to voice its
opinion on state or national issues.
But Edson’s motion to table passed
by a 39-t0-29 vote.
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Claremont vandals caught

LAREMONT, NH. — Acting
cncmfotmnhn from a Cornish
resident, Claremont 3 ur.lly‘

is moming
ﬂ:lt and five juveniles bolk’g
responsible for a rash of
throwing incidents in the city.

The six Claremont residents
were apprehended at 1:30 a.m. as
they drove in the Barnes Street-

Street area. Police had been
mwhokomfwlblucmc

Concorde wagon, of Claremont poli _
which beenu::m unu about the mm
m:dmg o ‘h’wbkhv.u” called by Comish
o ormally made - b:!mmlﬁolz from a
kg ice with !
unl:‘, n.m'w";:nu:zdm ’.:mm.nuuwmmtwu-
no
i in the adult &
Bl e e of the Claro-  (Please see VANDALS-Pg.

mont of the Claremant Police De-
partment,

The Cornigh resident had np-
parantly followed the car ufter
witnessing some rock throwi
and called in a description .:3
license plate number, Wilmont
said.

1ﬂngi£u)nouﬁedumb.
onh‘h ut {n. l.r
vehicle because
been seen throwing rocks at
said.

ing incidents in the past two
months, police said.

Charges will be made once it is
determined exactly which ingj-
donts they should be held accoun-
table for, Wilmont suid.

“The problem is
many (acts of rock throwing van-

lism) out there. We're not going
to lay the blame on them for every
act of criminal michief in the last
three months,” Wilmont said

The a ng officers in-
cluded Dave Cpl
Jack Stukas and Patrolmen Joe
Temple and Bill Wadsworth.

t police noted in »
press release that this ap-
prehension might not have
pened had not an observant citizen
wanted “to get involved "
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Cornish Man Indicted

In Florida

CONCORD (AP) — A man
indicted in Florida as part of a
marijuana and cocaine smug-
gling ring was working for
someone he didn't know was
involved with drugs, his aunt
said vesterday.

Charles Parry, 47, of Cornish,
was arrested Tuesday by U.S.
Customs and Drug Enforcement
Administration agents at an
estate in Cornish owned by his
aunt, Margarel Parry St. Gau-
dens.

He and 20 others are accused,
in an indictment handed down
Oct. 6 in Miami, with conspiracy
Lo import cocaine and marijua-
na.

But St. Gaudens said vester-
day her nephew “was working
for someone he did not know was
involved with drugs. He was
helping him in some of his many
legitimate business enter-
prises."”

She said he worked as a
troubleshooter for the person's
legitimate concerns, including a
hog farm in Texas and a shrimp
operation in Florida,

St. Gaudens is the widow of a
nephew of Augustus Saint-Gau-
dens, the 19th-century Ameri-
can sculptor whose estate in
Cornish is a national park.

The estate in Cornish where
Parry, living with his wife and
her sister, was arrested is a short
distance away from the Saint-
Gaudens National Historie Site.

Speaking from her other
home in Coral Gables, Fla., St
Gaudens said the Parrys moved
to Cornish this summer to fix up

Drug Ring

the estate and planned to return
to Florida to spend the winter
with her.

She s=aid she believes Parry
was falsely implicated by a
relative whom she has sued in a
financial dispute, and who as-
sumed Parry was behind the
lawsuit.

Parry is accused of helping
smuggle nearly four tons of
cocaine and 35 tons of marijuana
into south Florida between 1984
and 1989,

At the bail hearing Tuesday in
U.S. Distriet Court in Concord,
U.S. Magistrate William Barry
ordered Parry held on $20,000
cash bail, and ordered him
returned to Florida if he should
make bail.

Assistant U S. Attorney Keith
Lohmann said Parry had made
bail and was on his way to report
yesterday to Miami federal auth-
orities.

Al the bail hearing, a Customs
agent testified that Parry cap-
tained seagoing vessels deliver-
ing tons of marijuana into south-
ern Florida, and also co-piloted
small planes airdropping bales
of marijuana and coolers of
cocaine to boats ofT the coast of
Florida.

However, St. Gaudens said he
has not flown an airplane in
years, though he did at one time
have a pilot’s license.

If convicted, Parry faces a
maximum of life in prison and a
$4 million fine.

The indictment superseded
an indictment returned by the
federal grand jury in Miami.
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Police Chief Joe Osgood of Comish takes measurements near Anna Pluhar's car,
which was destroyed by the crash and the Jaws of Life used by rescue workers,

Woman Dies In 12A Crash

By DAN BILLIN
and ROGER CARROLL
Valley News Stalf Writers
CORNISH — A Plllnﬂeld woman was Killed
und nve other w injured Saturday in

Annl Pluhar, 56, died after the car she was
driving collided head-on with another car
driven by Michael Norton, 19, of Claremont,
police said,

Norton's car crossed the center line on o

e straight stretch of the road in Cornish, just

north of Chase House and about 115 miles

“south of tlr eomd ‘bridge to Windsor. .

according to a state police report. The acci-
dent occurred at about lmT&m Saturdny.
shortly before a snowstorm.

acddcntisstlllnuderlumﬂpﬁw,thepouee

Pluhar, who was %edueutor for the
Twin Pines Cooperative ng Foundation,
Wwiis dead at the scene of the
accident, according o state police. Norton was
treated at Valley Reglonal Hospital in Clare:
mont for minor injuries to an arm and his
face, and was released, according to a hospital

(Continued on page 20)
—CRASH
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spokeswoman.,

Four other people — members of
Pluhar’s family — were riding in her
car, police said. Ivan Pluhar, 63, of
The Philippines — her ex-husband —
was listed in serious condition this
morning at Mary Hitchcock Memo-
rial Hospital in Hanover, with chest
and abdominal injuries.

Jefferson Thomas, three-month-old
grandson of Pluhar, was treated al
l\llarf\‘v‘i Hitchcock for head injuries
but had been released by this morn-
ing, according to a hospital spokes-
woman.

The infant's parents, Kevin
Thomas, 36, and Andrea Pluhar, 31,
of West Newton, were treated at
Valley Regional Hospital for as-
sorted minor injuries and released,
according to a hospital spokes-
woman,

The infant was In a car seat al the
time of the accident, Anna Pluhar,
her daughter and son-in-law were
oot wearing seat belts, an investigat-
ing officer said today. He also be-
lieved Ivan Pluhar was not wearing
his belt.

Rescuers had to use the “Jaws of
Life" tool to free the occupants of
Pluhar’s car, said Cornish Police
Chief Joe Osgood. State police offi-
cers attached to Troop C in Keene,
the Cornish Rescue Sguad. and
lice from Claremont and Plainfield
als;g responded to the accident, he
said.,

Pluhar became the first executive
director of the Grafton County Sen-

Accident Site
N

WINDSOR, VERMONT

Connecticul Rjye,

Valley News—D. Manotts

jor Citizens Council in the early
1970s, The council’s first home was
on the second floor of the Carter

PO Community Building, across the

street from the old A&P store.

The latter would become the coun-
cil’s new home in 1979, after the
supermarket closed and after a fund
drive chaired by former Lebanon

“A very prime go-getter,' was
how Brown remembered Pluhar this
morning. His memories of Pluhar
asking the city council for money
;vcr; ?pecinlly \{'Md: “She wasdlhe

ind of person who was very hard to
deny. She was high-pressure aahcn it
came to getting money for that
center. She was the driving force.
That center wouldn't be like it is
todas{ if-not for Anna.

“She was a very good administra-
tor. Very dedicated. She was very
involved in fund-raising ... and
also very involved in the design and
renovation of the center,”” Brown
said. “‘She was a very, very excel-
lent person in that type of }ob."

“I saw the Upper Valley Senior
Citizens Council grow substantially
under her leadership,”” said Tom
Pryor, who was regional administra-
tor for the state Council on Aging in
Littieton when Plubar ran the local
organization.

Pryor would later become Plu-
har's deputy when her advocacy on
behall of the elderly landed her the
job as director of state council.

was appointed to the job by
then-governor John Sununu in Sep-
u;mber 1984, and held it until the end
of 1986.

RPN T

I think it's fair to say that she |

established hersell as a very unique

n, . .. a very tough adminis-
rator and a very capable adminis-
trator. On the other hand, she was
genuinely concerned about the needs
of people, and set standards of

istration."
Among her accomplishments at
the state council, Pryor said, Plubar
helped draft a series of state priori-
ties and protocols for providing serv-
ices to the state’s elderly population.
In an interview with the Valley
News earlier this year, Pluhar ac-
knowledged her forceful personality,
She spent three months in a Carme-
lite monastery In 1987, but left after

the other nuns decided she would |

change them more than they were
ready lo accepl. “I make a differ-
ence {n any community in which 1
live. I'm going Lo make a big differ-

ence,” she expiained during that |

interview this spring.

Pluhar had been working for most |

of a year as the co-op educator for
the Twin Pines Cooperative Housing
Foundation, a private, non-profit
group based in Norwich and working
on affordable housing in the Upper
Valley.

According to John Chaffee, who
was working with the foundation on
behalf of the town of Hartford,
Pluhar was helping the residents of
two foundation-owned buildings qual-
ify for limited-equity ownership of
their apartments under a new state
aw.

*She'd just done a terrific job, She [
leaped into this with both feet,”
Chaffee said. “'She was able to take
the dense legal documents and re-
work them so they were readable."

r
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New cruiser for Cornish

CORNISH, N.H. — The Cor-
nish Police Department has o
new police cruiser. The ap.
proval for its purchase was giv-
en by voters at the annual
March meeting.

The 1991 Ford LTD 4 door, a
fully-equipped police package,

was purchased from Irvin Mo-
tors, Loconin, und has a five-
year 100,000-mile, no deduc-
tible warranty

“A warranty...made Lthe
purchase very attractive,” said
Philip “Joe" Osgood, police
chief.

The outside lettering and cov-
ered bridge motif was done by
Dale Flewellyn, Newport. Police
lighting and radio equipment
were installed by Osgood and o
Cornish police officer Michael
Evans.
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Full-Time Chief In Cornish?

By KIMBERLY WOOD
Valley News Correspondent

CORNISH — Voters will decide at
Town Meeting whether to appm'p i
ate $46,94 for a new position of full-
time police chief.

According to Selectman Michael
M. Yatsevilch, the full-time position
is needed “so the chief can concen-
trate on requirements, training, re-
ducing insurance risks and better
coverage."

Appropriations for the town's pro-
posed 1991 budget total $503522.50,
not including assessments for school
and county taxes. Com to the
$621,977 appropriated for 1990, the
‘r}m is down $28,454.50, a decrease

4.6 percent,

Yatsevitch said that the figure is
down for 1991 because of fewer
capital outlays. For 1990, property
taxes to be raised totaled $1,536,440
to cover the town budget and school
and county assessments. Yatsevitch
said that he didn't know how much
will have to be raised in property
taxes this year because of the uncer-
tainty of revenues from the state.

According to the town report, 42.1

percent of the town's portion of the
proposed 1991 budget is slated for
highways, Three highway articles
are listed on the warrant. The larg-
est expenditure is $229 823 for main-
tenance of Class V highways and
bridges. Yatsevitch said that $166,-
083 would pay for such things as
plowing, ing, culvert mainte-
nance and dilches, Federal block
grant money would provide $63,740
for construction on certain roads,
including the completion of blacktop-
ping on Dingleton Hill Road and
graveling on South Parsonage and
Hell' Hollow roads. Residents will
also vote on the purchase of six
radios and a culvert steamer for the
highway department.

Elections of town officers will take
place in the morning with all candi-
dates unopposed. Among those seek-
ing election are Yatsevitch for

ectman, Janet McFaul for tax
collector and Dan Poor for town
treasurer. Also in the morning ses-
sion will be a vote on the adoption of
the revision of the town's zoning
ordinance, The revised ordinance
reflects the town's new master plan.

- Cornish

‘Town Meeting

School gymnasium. FoN

M When: March 12 at 10 am.
M Voting: On articles one
through five by Australian ballot;
polls open from 10 am. to 7
p.m. Business meeting begins
;lanoon for articles six through

Other warrant articles include
$16,100 for a water tank for the fire
department and $9,608 to remove
and dispose of three drums of haz-
ardous waste. Yatsevitch said that
these drums, containing herbicides,
are currently in an “old burial
vault” on Townhouse Road and are
monitored by the state to make sure
there is no spillage.
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Cornish Selectman Cheston Newbold
reads e memo from Chlef Osgood
about liability risks that accompany
understaffing the police department.

Cornish

No Town Hall Addition;
Full Funding For Police

By ANDREA HEIL
Valiey News Stalf Writer

CORNISH — After slogging through the
muck on a quiniessential mud season day,
townspeople tackled a number of weighty
matters yesterdsy,

And nol without some debate: five bours
and 19 minutes of discussion without a
break, to be exact.

There was no debate, however, on the
three subjects that were voted on by Austra-
lian ballot througbout the dsy. A compre-
henslve revision of the zoalng ordinance was
oarrowly a ved, 196 (o 183. A property
tax exempbion for home solar energy sys-
(ems was defeated, 209 to 178. And.Robert
Maslan handily beat challengers Lawrence
Duval and Robert Hall to take tbe three
year selectman’s seat being vacated by
Chieston Newbold:

During the businéss meeting tliat bégan at
noon, lownspeople voted 103 to 42 ojainst
buliding an addilion to the town hall for

office space. The selectmen’s office and
town clerk’s office are four miles from the
town hall in a tiny brick building with an
outhouse; the town's computers and the tax
collector’s office are in a rented office
across the read from the selectmen's office.

Residents said while they didn't dispute
the need for new offices, adding to the town
ball wasn't the place to do it. The historic
building should remain as it is. They also
ob to the | because it would
bave meant pumping sewage uphill from the
building, something that several residents
said would be but trouble.

Bob Bladen, president of lhe Cornish Fair,

argued against the addition. He sald it
would take one whole side of the hall that is
rented for booths and that garmers coaslder-
able income.
. Voters asked that,
1ee continue its sears€ly and n b
next year’'s Town Meé!ing“ Since Lhé com-
milttee alfegdy his;spent three y2ars off the
problem, it. was expected that the> current
members would r31gNandinew ‘ofies would
'liave to sigh on. )

Another issve that elicited much debate
ended happlly for Police Chief Philip “Joe"
Osgood, selectmen and the finance
commlittee. Residents voted 112 to 69 to fimd
the police department at $35,682 after an
attempt was made (o cul it (o §25,131, Ihe
omount spent last year.

At last year's Town Meeting, residents for
the third Ume io four years rejected a

1 for a fullime police department.

s year the selectmen didn‘t propase a

eeparate article asking for a full-time potice

chief, but instead asked for an iacrease in

money so that Osgood could work more

bours. They belicve the town has inadequate
police service.

Osgood will now work about 37 hours a
week and receive $26,000 in salary, and so
will be able to quit his other futl.time job at
a truck repair shop in White Rlver Junction
and find another part-ime job. He had
worked 25 hours or so a week as police
chief. The fact that 37 hours is not so far
away from a 40-hour work week rankled
some voters.

Cliris O'Conpor, a sergeant with the Hano-
ver Police Department, summed up their
feelings. *'Is this a way to give Chief Osgood
a full-time job without voting on it? I think
that's what the townspeople are saying.’

Selectman Newbold later responded,
thdugh, thit:contrary 6 some voters' bielief,
sclectmen were nol Lrying to '*put one over
on the town.” He in tion:
“What are we going 1o get out of it? The
&lice chief will get a $10,000 pay cut (when

good quits his full-time job). We are
funding a pasition Gf /a partitime police
chief.”

A full-time chief would cost far more than
what Osgood will be paid, said Jim Dube, a
lleutegant with the Claremant Police De-
partment.

The heated, hour-long debate on the police
department funding was temporarily haited
mlel%?? ?ﬁhml pupilis quietly z:g

nto the gymnasium to wa

one olv their teachers get an award, Linda
Fuerst was honored br the Cormish Coaser-
vatiﬁn COmm!scsri‘m: or ins i !ln l‘iler
puplls a * ul appreciation” for the
natural world. The enlire assembiage gave
her a standing ovation and she also received
a wooden bird — a nuthatch — carved by
resident Angie Dworak.

Tiie police department funding was one;of
39 line items in the budget voted on scpa-
ralely. Esch was approved, along with a

tbe}siimca space commit.
and repor( Back at

i@ty budgel Br YOI, ™ T wm
udget .of $540,766 for the fiscol year that
began Jan. 1. The budget is down 1 percent
lfom 15t year's biidget, since most depait-
mens were(level-fufided.

Selectman Michaei Yatsevitch was given
a standing ovation for his more than 180
years of cumulalive service to the commu-
nity. That includes 30 years as selectmsan, 30
years as a school baard member, 25 years
as trustee of the town’s funds, 20 years on
the conservation cammission SO on.
Yalsevilch has been nominated by town
officers for a voluntcerism award (hat’s
given hy the New Hampshire Municipal
Association.

Newbold, the outgoing seleclman, got his
last official words in at Town Meeling,
seemi talking about half the time. (He
com with the glib Rep. Peter Burling,
who has served as town modexator for the
ﬁ‘asat 20 years.) Since Newbold was “‘losing"’

Job, townspeople elected him a bog reeve
to keep him busy.

Ope of the voters’ final actions of, the day
was (b'approve a resolution criticizing Gov.
Juild Gregg aiid the New: Huxiipshife: Legis-
lature for reldlning an “unjixst, regressive”
ta% structure thaf indermilnes (be stafe's
educationa)] system:

The camprehensive revision of the ooing
ordinance was oppryved. The proposal was
submitted by the.selectmen and approved
by the plannlnmnd — indeed, the plan-
nﬁlg board has working on the revislon
for three years. An amendment to the
zoning ordinance had been refected at tast
year’s Town Meeting and the plonning board
took the s:ggations and objections from
residents and revised their propmal

Among other things, it permits ter
flexibility in whal people can do in way
of home occupations, and it's more restric-
tive In the area of envircamentnl concerns.
Some setback distances from wetlands,
steep slopes, rivers and strcams are
@reater, for example.

Voters turned down a groperty tax exemp-
tion for home solar cnergy heating and
cooling systems. If it had been adopted,
there would be no assessment for systems
under $2,000 value.

The proposal was submiltied by '‘members
of 'th&/Cariilsh Altematlve Energy Camroil-
tée, and the cliairmand boﬁ st f:ln;milté‘é,
Greg Levesque, said there are Only seven
such system$ in town. The c¥emplions
woild have*addéd just 55 cents to the {ax
bill for-ailiome: asSessad at $100,000.

‘Valley News
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ol Tar—r
d

held on crack

dealing charge

By KEVIN McNULTY
Staff Writer

NEWPORT — Djuan Smith
pleaded not guilty to charges of
possession of eruck cocaine with
the intent to sell Friday moming
in Sullivan County Superior
Court.

Smith, 33, of 4 Sunnse Drive,
Cornish, was remanded to the
sheriff’s department custody to
be transported back to the
Sullivan County House of
Corrections because he was not
able to come up with the $25,000
cash bail ordered by Superior
Court Judge Robert Morrill
Smith was already being held at
the prison in Unity after he was
initinlly arraigned on the posses-
sion with intent to sell charges
on June 12 in Claremont District
Court. Because of the serious
nature of the charges, Smith was
indicted by a grand jury in
Sullivan County Superior Courd
on June 20,

Assistant County Attorney
Alexander Scott requested
Morrill order $25.000 cash bail
because of Smith's lengthy crimi-
nul record and the fact that he
tried to attack the arresting offi-
cers. Smiith was already on pro-
bation for an assault charge at
the time of his arrest,

Smith, wearing a tie-dyed T
shirt embossed with a peace sign.
displayed little emotion when he
entered his plea of not guilty.

A trial date has not vel been
scheduled.

Claremont palice, acting upon
intelligence given to two patrol-
men, arrested Smith on June 11
an Main Street with allegedly
$1.600 worth of crack cocaine,
gaid Claremont Police Sgt. Jeff
Burnham. Burmmham would not
disclose the source of the intelli-
gence, but said “we knew that
(Smith) would be on Main Street
at the time we arrested him with
a quantity of crack cocaine.”

When confronted by the police,
Smith allegedly did not give up
without a fight. Allegedly, Smith
snatched the drugs out of

Burmham'’s hand and threw the
crack cocaine into the woods
abutting the Sugar River, court
records  state.  Smith  then
attempted to strike Burnham
with his fist and run away, but
patrolmen Greg Belisle and Jon
Stone leaped to Burnham's aid
and the three officers wrestled
Smith to the ground and hand-
cuffed him, Bumhbam said.

*Once we had him on the
ground, he acted as if he was
sick, I don't know if he was feign-
ing an illness ar if he really was
sick,” Burnham stated. The
police culled Gaolden Cross
Ambulanes service, which exam-
ined Smith and said he was
healthy encugh to be processed,
Burnham said,

Smith was charged with
intent to sell the crack cocaine
because the illegal narcotic was
divided into multiple containers,
Burmnham explained.

The Claremont police also
charged Smith with endangering
the welfiare of & child under the
uge of 18 and possession of muri-
Juana. Allegedly, Smith was with
a young child at the time of his
arrest and dropped the child on
the ground when approsched by
the police, court records recount.
He also allegedly had less than
five grams of marfjuana in hig
possession. court records state
Both charges are closs A misde-
MEANOrs.

Smith was held at the
Sullivan  County House of
Corrections the night of June 11
and was arraigned in Claremont
District Court the following
morning. A bail officer initially
set bail at 320,000 cash, but the
district court judge raised the
bail to $50,000 cash, Burnham
said.

If comvicted, Smith faces
geven and u half (o 15 vears in
prison and fines of up to
$200,000,

Kevin MeNulty can be
reached at 603-543-3100, ext.
105, or by email at
elimes@cyberportal.net.

Valley News

Drug Arrest

Friday, January 24, 1992
L

In Cornish

Police seized about 10 pounds of
marijuana, a Ford pitél:g truck and
more than $17,000 in this week
after arresting a 28-year-old Browns-
ville man on a drug charge.

According to authorities, Jeffrey
A. Lemire was arrested on Tuesday
while delivering three pounds of
marijuana to an undercover police
?qgent Hu; Cops}rn‘iish. Hie‘hwas charged ir;

ew Hampshire wi ion o
marijuana, and releasem?:rsonal
recognizance.

Det. Douglas Robinson of the
Southern Vermont Drug Task Force
said Lemire would be cited today on
the same charge in Vermont. Lem-
ire will face court proceedings in
boit(l’l states at a later date, Robinson
said.

The police investigation, which
began early this month, focused on
marijuana trafficking in Lebanon,
Cornish and Windsor. Police agen-
cies involved included the New
Hampshire Drug Task Force, the
Southern Vermont Drug Task Force,
and the Lebanon, Hanover, Windsor
and Cornish police departments.

Robinson wouldn't say how police
were tipped off about the trafficking.

Following Lemire’s arrest, police
obtained and executed a search war-
rant for his house on Row Hill in
Brownsville, where they seized
about seven pounds of marijuana,
roughly $4,600 in cash, and records
and equipment related to marijuana
sales, according to a press release.

Police say they also found records
that gave them probable cause to
obtain a search warrant for a safe
deposit box in Windsor. They
searched it on Wednesday, and
seized an additional $12,850 in cash.

Police say the investigation contin-
ues and that more arrests will fol-
low.



2 Teens

Found
Dead

Murder-Suicide,
Authorities Believe

By ROGER CARROLL
and SARAH STROHMEYER

Valley News Stall Writers
, CORNISH — The bodies of two leenagers were
discovered early this in woods off Dingleton
Hill Road in Cornish in what law enforcement authori-

ties say was an apparent murder-suicide.
A ties found the bodies of Willard T. Smith of
Hartford and Keri L. Thibodeau of Pleasant Street,
Lebanon, at 1:30 this morning, said Michael Ramsdell,

senior assistant state attorney . The two 15-year-
olds were believed to have sometime after 3:30
p.m. yesterday,

Chiet Medical Examiner's' Ofice. are that Mr. Smilh

bled youth who idering attending their h
who was cons a
mhyur.smmmm"?nnmmm:g

Hartford area, authorities said.
The two slarted dating last April, ‘according o a

mgfmd mmmy ':tun“tomuyy' Mare Hathaway said that
van wa
mﬂtﬂumldthaudlwamrdzt&vms

Iam.il&emembua.
author has not been determined,” Hathaway

sald. “(The notes) definitely involved this event and
definitely involved these people.”
Ramsdell said it appeared that Smith used a .25
caliber to shoot Thibodeau and then himself.
State Examiner Dr. James Kaplan was
orming the autopsy in Concord this morni
Hathaway said police looked forﬂnemmi"; all day

‘imterdny aﬁer lhci received a % “from a quucr;&
w?lémlysiy t wasn't a family member, :

“There was a concern expressed for the two people,”
Ramsdell said about the tip. |

Police found the car yesterday and then
conducted a “line search™ through the until the
bodies were discovered, Hathaway said.

Hatha said he did not know why the couple
stopped in
Smith was a former Hartford High student who

~ 7 ToRX withdrew from school lale last month, before classes
[ FE um TR T | MR s Y A



(Continued from page 1)
started, said Hartford Superintend-
ent Carl Mock.

Smith then tried to get into Leba-
non High School,

""He said he was moving to Leba-
non and wanted to go to school
here," said David Faulkner, Leba-
non High School guidance director.
"*We needed more time to develop a
program for him,"

Faulkner said Smith had emo-
tional problems,

He said he last saw Smith on
Wednesday, Sept. 9, when he came
to the school with Thibodeau and her
best friend. “They were saying that
‘they were all getting an apartment
together,” Fa r said.

He said Smith failed to show u
for an appointment at Lebanon Hié
a week ago, and didn't contact t
school this week.

Raymond Plante, who was Thibo-
deau’s guidance counselor at Leba-
non High, said she was a shy person.
“‘She was a typical teenager and had
her ups and downs like most of
them.’

He said Thibodeau was working
“with the idea of going on to school
later. She was a kid who wanted
lime in between,"” Plante said.
“Business courses were of interest,
Health studies were of interest. She
was one of those kids who tried out a
variety of things,"

S(llw also took karate lessons, he
said,

Thibodeau didn't show up for work

Keri Thibodeau as shown in the
Lebanon High School yearbook.

yesterday at Alice Peck Day Memo-
rial Hospital in Lebanon, Jim Shee-
han, vice president for human
resources, said this morning. He
said Thibodeau, who has worked
there part time as a nutritional aide
since July 1991, was scheduled to
work al noon yesterday. "‘She typi-
cally worked weekends for us in lge
kitchen,"” said Sheehan, adding that
Thibodeau occasionally worked
weekdays, too,

“‘She certainly kept to herself, and
a lot of people do,” said Sheehan.
The last day she worked was Sun-
day, he said,
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It’s share and share alike with Cornish surplus vehicles

By RUTH ROLLINS
Contributing Writer

CORNISH — A surplus mili-
tary vehicle has been pressed
into service by the Cemetery
Department, allowing for easy
transport of needed equipment.,

When the department lost its
town vehicle in a fire, im-
mediatelv after voters had held
their annual Town Meeting in
March, Police Chief Philip
“Joe" Osgood shared a four-
wheel drive Dodge Army vehi-
cle that had only 20,000 miles
on it that he had acquired
through a government surplus
program.

Osgood has made good use of
the vehicle in the past, and at
one time was able to travel a
mile off one of the town’s high-
ways into the woods where he
confiscated 418 marijuana
plants that had a value of be-
tween $2,000 and $3,000 each.
The traveling could not have
been done with the Cornish
police cruiser.

“Just two weeks after I got
the truck, it was possible to
confiscate a million dollars
worth of drugs.” said Osgood.

The vehicle was obtained
through a program that is
aimed at getting drugs off the
market and had to be kept by

Police Chief Joe Osgood
has purchased several
pieces of equipment for
the town at practically na
cost to taxpavers through
the government surplus
program.

Osgood for an 18-month period,
during which time it was sup-
posed to be used for a drug bust
of some sort by the Police De-
partment.

Though the vehicle is being
used by the cemetery sexton,
Jack Rock, in the Cemetery
Department, it must always be
available to Osgood’s depart-
ment if needed

Osgood has also acquired an-
other of these vehicles for his
department. These vchicles
could be used by any town
department in a crisis situation
in which town vehicles could
not reach an area.

He has purchased several
other pieces of equipment for
the town at practically no cost
to taxpayers through the gov-
ernment surplus program,
picking up the vehicles and
items from warehouses at mili-
tary bases.

CEMETERY SEXTON John “Jack” Rock has put this 1977 Army ambulance to good use,
moving equipment for his department. (Ruth Rollins photo)



Crash In Cornish

The wreckage of a home-built helicopter sits on the property of Polly and
John Rand of Cornish yesterday. The pilot, Curtis Wyman Sr., aiso of
Cornish, walked away from the accident unharmed. In photograph at right,
Wyman, left, describes the incident to Ted Domin of the Federal Aviation
Administration. Initital reports said that mechanical problems probably
caused the craft to fall.
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By ED BALLAM
Valley News Staff Writer
CORNISH FLAT — A helicopter
ilot escaped serious injury after his
ome-built flying machine aPparently
developed mechanical problems that
forced him to crash-land in a corn-
field off Cornish Stage Road at noon-
time yesterday.

Although his fiberglass and metal
two-seater helicopter sustained heavy
damage after crashing into an aﬁple
tree and a granite boundary marker
the pilot, Curtis M. Wyman Sr., 45, of
Leavitt Hill Road, walked away
unharmed

Federal Aviation Administration
officials on the scene said the 1990
Scorpion II helicopter developed
severe vibrations moments before the
accident occurred.

“At this point, it looks like he had a
mechanical problem ...,” said FAA
Investigator Ted Domin, who works
in the Portland, Maine, office as a
principal avionics inspector. Domin
confirmed that the craft was home-
built from a kit and powered by a
four-cylinder aviation engine.

Wyman, who was with the
investigators and neighbors who
gathered at the scene, declined to
comment on the crash. He appeared
uninjured.

A piece of the helicopter’s main
rotor was found in a nearby tree.

Wyman and the FAA investigators
discussed the possibility that the
rotor, which Wyman made, had
delaminated — or come apart — in
flight and caused the vibration and
the ensuing crash.

“Luckily, I wasn't hurt,” Wyman
told the investigators. “... I was
su'XPped in there pretty good.”

ter striking a mature azgple tree
and a large granite post, the silver
cho;mer came to rest on its right side
on John and Polly Rand’s back lawn.

The cockpit was shattered and
pieces of fiberglass and aluminum
were strewn around the crash scene.

The tail assembly and both rotors |

were bent and twisted. The apple tree
was gashed and the granite post sev-
ered at its base.

“It could have been a lot worse,”
said Polly Rand as she stood in her
back yard. “Someone could have got-
ten hurt or it could have hit our
house.”

Rand said she and her husband
were traveling on Cornish Stage Road
when they heard a pager call alerti
them to the helicopter crash in ba
of their home. Rand said she and her
husband didn’t know exactly what to
expect when they arrived home, but
were pleaged no one wl;a!s;n itxéjdured’ and
property damage was limited.

Fire Chief ngchael Monette placed
white absorbent pads under the

wreckage to catch leaking motor oil
and other fluids. No fuel was leaking
and the other leaks were minor, Mon-
ette said.

Police Chief Phillip “Joe” Osgood
was busy keeping the curious specta-
tors away from the crash scene, He
said he called federal officials to noti-
fy them of the crash and was told to

Valley News - Jennifer Hauck

The helicopter took a bite out of this apple tree during its crash landing.

make sure no one tampered with the
machine or any of its wreckage.

“And that’s what I'm doing,”
Osgood said.

When the FAA investigators were
finished, Wyman loaded the twisted
wreckage on a flatbed trailer towed
by a sports utility vehicle and hauled
the mangled flying machine away.
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Serve two masters?
A chief question in Cornish

The question is not whether the job is full-time or
part-time. The question is whether someone can serve
as both police chief and selectman, and the answer is
no.
In Cornish, Philip “Joe” Osgood is the “part-time”
police chief. He is running for a three-year selectman’s
term. You can see the obvious conflict of interest. The
Board of Selectmen is the town’s governing body. It
oversees town business and town departments,
including the police. Selectmen appointed Osgood in
1985. Osgood wants to be a member of the governing
body that regulates him as police chief and his
department. That's unacceptable.

Even if he doesn't participate in discussions and
votes surrounding the Police Department, it’s still
unacceptable. The police is too important a
department not to have a full complement of board
members overseeing it. And there’s the risk a board of
selectmen with a police chief on it may not be fully
objective when it comes to deciding police matters,
even if the chief recuses himself from those
discussions.

A police chief on a board of selectmen just doesn’t
work.

Under the law, Osgood has the right to run for
selectman. It’s illegal for a full-time chief to serve as a
selectman, but Osgood, who averages 25 hours a week
on the job, is considered part-time. But full-time or
part-time is a matter of semantics. Osgood basically is
on call 24 hours a day. Can't that be considered full-
time? The chief’s position pays $27,000 a year. There
are a lot of full-time workers who don’t even make that
much.

But the question of full- or part-time shouldn’t
screen the deeper question of a public servant serving
on the regulatory board to which he answers.

Osgood should be commended for his commitment to
public service that makes him want to serve as both
police chief and selectman. But he needs to make a
choice between one or the two. He shouldn’t be both.

If he wins the election, he should resign as police
chief. Or the voters could make up their minds for him
tomorrow.
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Woman Who Was Found
In Cornish Wooded Area
Died Of Natural Causes

CORNISH — A woman found
dead in a wooded area Saturday
morning died of natural causes,
authorities said yesterday.

“Foul play on the body was
ruled out‘,’" said Cornish Police
Chief John Osgood last night. He
said the woman was elderly.

"We feel confident that there is
no reason for anyone in the area to
be alarmed," said New Hampshire
Assistant Atto General John
A. Stephen yesterday.

The identity of the woman has
been determined, but her name
will not be released to the public
until her relatives have been told
and she has been positively identi-
fied by them. That could happen
today, Stephen said.

An autopsy of the body was com-
pleted yesterday afternoon.

The investigation on the exact
Geath 1 Tocusingam finding the
ocusing on e
woman's car, & red 1992 Subaru
Justy with three doors and Ver-
mont license plates reading
“JA.XH.
The car was last seen in Barre,
VL., on Aug. 2, Stephen said.

“We have lots of pieces of infor-
mation, but we need to put those
pieces together," said Osgood.

Anyone with information about
the vehicle is asked to call New
Hampshire State Police at (800)
852-2311 or the Vermont State
Police at (802) 229-9191.

The body was found by le
working in the woods in the vic
of power lines off of Saint Gau-
ens d, a remote dirt road off
Route 12A.




Death of |
female
probed

By GEORGE CAHLINK
Staff Writer

CORNISH — The body of
an unidentified white female
was discovered Saturday
morning in a wooded part of
town, according to State Po-
lice.

Troop C Commander
Barry Hunter said Saturday
afternoon the death is being
investigated as suspicious.
He said an autopsy was to be
performed at 9 this morning
by the state medical ex-
aminer in Concord to de-
termine the cause and time
of death.

The investigation is being
handled by the state at-
torney general's office,

“The body was discovered
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said Hunter, who declined to
name the person who dis-
covered the body.

He also declined to say
what condition the body was
found in, how long it had
been there, the age of the
female, or if there had been
any evidence of sexual as-
sault.

The body was found adja-
cent to power lines in a
secluded part of town off
Saint-Gaudens Road near
where it meets Gap Road. It
was found on a slope next to
a tall pine tree near a three-
foot-high wire fence that
separates the woods from a
50-foot-wide clearing where
power lines run up and down

a hill.

The site is about 100 yards
above Saint-Gaudens Road
but there is no clear path
from the wooded area where
the body was found to the
dirt road — only thick brush.

According to police, the
property is privately owned
— @ residence and an area
being excavated by a bull-
dozer sit several hundred
vards from the site. Police
stressed there is nothing
that leads them to suspect
the property owners, who
they declined to identify,
had any knowledge or in-
volvement in the death.

(Please see BODY-Pg. 6)
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SUSPICIOUS DEATH —
State Police
investigators, above,
examine the site where
the body of an
unidentified white
female was discovered
in Cornish on Saturday
morning on a slope
about 100 yards above
Saint-Gaudens Road. At
left, Sullivan County
Attorney Marc
Hathaway and the
state's Major Crime Unit
are among those at the
scene to look for
answers as to how the
woman died. Her death
has been termed
suspicious. (Wayne
Carter photos)

Hunter said the first call to
police came at about 10:05 a.m.
Saturday, and by early after-
noon the state’s Major Crime
Unit arrived at the scene from
Concord. Law enforcement of-
ficers turned out in force: 16
state investigators, a repre-
sentative from the attorney
general’s office, and Sullivan
County Attorney Marc Hath-
away were at the scene in
Cornish.

Shortly before 5 p.m., a state
vehicle carried the body away
and investigators began pack-
ing up their equipment, includ-
ing rakes and a metal detector.
Hunter said the equipment
was the same as that used by
the Major Crime Unit during
any investigation. All the crime
scene work was concluded by
about 6 p.m.

According to Hunter, police
planned to spend Saturday
evening calling local police de-
partments to check for missing
people and interview area resi-
dents for any information

about the deceased. '
Area police departments de-

clined to say late Saturday

night if they had received any

reports of a missing white ‘

female.

At about 6 p.m. on Saturday,
a Plainfield woman, who asked
not to be identified, said she
was riding her horse on Saint-
Gaudens Road near the site
and was asked by police if she
had recently been riding along
the power lines. She said no
and the investigator asked her
no further questions.

The investigator did not tell
her that State Police were in-
vestigating a suspicious death.

The woman said she often
rides along back roads in Cor-
nish, like Saint-Gaudens Road,
because it is quiet and there is
not a lot of traffic.

On Saint-Gaudens Road “it is
mostly just people who live
there,” she said. “It is out of the
way. It doesn’t take you any-
where."”
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By GEORGE CAHLINK
Staff Writer

CORNISH — The body found
in a secluded area of Cornish
on Saturday was that of Anita
T. Eniti, 81, of Williamstown,
Vt., according to New Hamp-
shire Assistant Attorney Gen-
eral John Stephen.

He said late this morning a
preliminary investigation in-
dicates she died of natural
causes. She had been reported
missing from Barre City, Vt.,
since Aug. 4,

Stephen said the investiga-
tion will remain open until po-
lice find her car, which was last
seen in Barre on Aug. 2. After
the car is found, authorities
believe they will be better able
to make a final determination
as to the cause of death.

He said authorities were be-
ginning their search in Cornish
because that's where the body
was discovered. But he said

police in both states were look-
ing out for it.

A State Police helicopter was
to conduct an air search over
Cornish at 1 p.m. today in an
effort to locate a car authorities
believe was owned by the wom-
an whose decomposed body was
discovered Saturday morning.

“We should get a pretty good
view," said New Hampshire
State Police Lt. B Hunter.
“It should show up fairly well
from the air.”

The car that state troopers
from New Hampshire and Ver-
mont are seeking is a red,
three-door 1992 Subaru Justy
with Vermont registration
JAX

In addition to an air search,
Hunter said state troopers and
state Fish and Game Depart-
ment officials will conduct a
ground search of the area using

(Please see BODY-Pg. 6)
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all-terrain vehicles. He said the
search will begin in the im-
mediate vicinity of where the
body was found and spread out.
The search could last until sun-
set, Hunter said.

He said the car has not been
reported stolen,

According to Hunter, police
received several tips about the
car; none of them panned out.
He speculated that the car
could have been driven off a
Cornish road or parked in a
secluded part of town by the

victim, whose body was found
in a wooded area off Saint-
Gaudens Road.

He said police in both states
will continue to check with
area police departments for
any indication that the vehicle
was recently seen or stopped by
police.

The body was discovered Sat-
urday morning by a person
working in the woods about 100
yards above Saint-Gaudens
Road, near where it meets the
Gap Road in a remote part of
town off Route 12A. It was

found on a slope next to a tall
pine tree, just a few feet from a
wire fence that separated the
woods from a clearing where
high voltage power lines run up
and down the hill.

Stephen said the body, in an
advanced state of decomposi-
tion, had been in the wooded
area for about a month.

Anyone with information on
the whereabouts of the car is
asked to contact New Hamp-
shire State Police at
1-800-852-3411 or Vermont
State Police at 1-800-229-9191.




Vallay News  Saturday, July 15, 1898

Car
Collision

Comish police
officer Scott
Morse, left, and
State Trooper
P.S. Courran
look over the
scene of an
accident yester-
day In Comish,
This car,

driven by
Rebecca Kem
ton, 24, was hit
by another car
driven by Dawn
Auten,

Kempton, who Is
pregnant, was
treated at Dart-
mouth-Hitch-

was not Injured.
Vialiey News -
Medors Hebert




(Gun threat
leads to
man’s arrest

ALSTEAD — Police say they
arrested a Cornish man Tues-
day night after he allegedly
threatened to kill his girlfriend
with a gun outside of the
Alstead Village Store.

According to Alstead police
Sgt. David Peltier, Eric Cooper,
26, was charged with one mis-
demeanor count of criminal
threatening and one felony
count of eriminal threatening.

“The felony count is there
because he threatened to use
his gun,” said Peltier.

Peltier said a call came in
from a relative of the girlfriend,
saying that Cooper had threat-
ened to kill the girlfriend and
anybody else around.

“The couple had lived togeth-
er in Maine and had just moved

& TArmaso

back,” said Peltier. “He lives in
Cornish now, and she in
Alstead.”

Peltier said the domestic
squabble escalated at 10 p.m.
near the Main Street grocery
store, where Cooper continued
to threaten her.

“There were cleaners in the
store who removed Cooper’s
gun from his vehicle,” said
Peltier.

When police arrived, Cooper
was talking with the woman in
front of the store, said Peltier.

Cooper was being held at the
Cheshire County House of Cor-
rection on Tuesday night and
was to be arraigned on both
charges this morning in Keene
District Court.
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Cornish |
resident
is found

By
Staff Writer
The body of a Cornish man
i gince a boating acci-
dent my 18 in Great Bay was
found Friday on the Newington |
side of the bay in the Seacoast
region of New Hampshire.

Authorities said a man
oystering Friday afternoon

found the of Roy Stewart,
61, of , at about 1:13
p.m. on shore in the vicinity of

Thomas Point in Newington at
low tide. .

“We know where Stew is,” his
wife, Ruth Stewart, said Satur-
g;.o’&. .'Ho'l gone to be with

e Cianit Tacrs Ha

bay for more t years,

ways an avid sailor,” she said.

The couple hadagrudlonﬁago

to be buried at sea, and Ruth

Stewart plans to fulfill that
act by scattering her hus-
and's ashes at sea,

She said she had been
touched by the outpouring of
affection for Roy Stewart:

300 people attending a memo-
rial mhelrm Sundatgir and
expressed appreciation to
local police and those on the

coast.

“No doubt they have done
everything could,” she
said. “The big thing is the man

(See STEWART - Pg. 7)
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formation about

of a mile from Newmarket Boat

Launch, their starting point,
The younger men swam

three-quarters of a mile to

shore in Newington and called

for help from a residence there.

but Stewart had disap.

i utes,

Master Patrolman Tim

Stuart of the Newington Police
Department said Stewart's

3

Stuart said the Newington
Department recovered
Stewart’s body by boat.

The body was taken to Woods
Funeral Home in Portsmouth,
where Medical Examiner Gino
Nigro determined Stewart died
ia: a result of salt water drown-

g

Stuart said the area off Nan-

Members of the Coast Guard
ew Hampshire Fish an
Game, local firefighters and
volunteers searched the bay
and shoreline for four days for
Stewart's body before giving

up.

Stewart had planned to re-
tire this summer after 20 years
of employment at Pine Tree

Castings in Newport and had
work for years af
Goodyear Tire & Rubber Co. ir
Windsor.

He also taught electrical
courses in the New Hampshire
vocalional education system.

He was a Navy veteran whe
had served on the USS Rooks
and the USS Haley.
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By SUSAN J. RAND
Valley News Correspondent

NEWINGTON, N.H. — A Cornish
man is missing and presumed to have
drowned in a boating accident on
Great Bay Sunday that sent two other
area men to a Portsmouth, N.H., hos-
pital with severe hypothermia.

“I'm amazed that two people made
it," Lt. Mark Gallagher of the New
Hampshire Marine Patrol Bureau
said yesterday of the accident that
officials bekeve led to the drowning
death of Roy D. Stewart, 61, of Cor-

nish.

Local, state and federal officials,
including divers, searched the bay
and its shoreline for Stewart's body
yesterday and on Sunday.

They sus e the §thtat atf:.out
4 pm y ay, a Newington fire-
fighter said last night. The search will
continue today, said Cornish Police
Chief Joe Osgood, who after being
informed of the accident on Sunday
traveled to Newington with Roy Stew-
art's son John Stewart.

Osgood said he is acting as the

kesman for the families of the

ee men involved in the accident.

Larry Sgrague. 28, of Cornish, and
Gary Ward, 35, of Plainfield, survived

Drowned

@@ They made it clear that if it was not for Roy’s direc-
tions they wouldn't have made it. Roy was a very avid
sailor and he knew the ocean — he knew that bay. 2?9

Comish Police Chief Joe Osgood

Speaking of tha two men who survived Sunday's boating accident

the sinking of Stewart's 15-foot fiber-
Fhss 1962 Dorsett runabout in the
rigir:lGreat Bay tidal waters.

e ba{, W has tides like the
ocean, is fed by ocean water from the
Piscataqua River, which flows inland
from Portsmouth Harbor, on the New
Hampshire-Maine border,

niprague and Ward were treated
a released from Portsmouth
Regional Hospital on Sunday night.
fficials estimated that they were
in the bay's water, which was in the
low 40-degree range, for about four
hours, attempting to make their way
out of a strong, incoming tide that
coupled with a northwest wind of 15
knots to make their swimming
extremely treacherous.
“The police chief of Newington told
me (Sunday) night that he had never
seen anyone stay in that water that

long — even in August — and make
it," Osgood said.

The wind and tidal conditions were
very similar to conditions that in the
early 1980s led to the death of a Uni-
versity of New Hampshire rower who
drowned after waves and wind
swamped crew boats leaving dozens
of college students in the cold waters,
%&lagL ewington Fire Chief Larry

He said rescue workers told him
that Sprague's and Ward's body tem-

ratures were about 85 degrees and

L the men were suffering from
severe hypothermia when ambulance
attendants got to them.,

Osgood sald Stewart was a skilled
sailor and that Sprague and Ward
told Stewart's family that they sur-
vived bﬁ’\ navigating the bay's waters
according to- instructions Stewart

gave them shortly after the craft
sank, leaving the three men cling-

ing to a piece of plywood from the
boat "

“They made it clear that if it was
not for Roy’s directions they wouldn't
have made it,” Osgood said. “Roy

was a very avid sailor and he knew
the ocean — he knew that bay."

Osgood said Stewart worked in the
maintenance department at Sturm
Ruger & Co. Inc. In Newport. He had
14 weeks of work left before he was to
retire, Osgood said.

The three men were out on an oys-
terfathering trip and left Cornish
early Sunday morning in time to be
on the water at about 9 a.m., accord-
ing to Osgood. He said they “had just
started out when they experienced
problems."

It would be about four hours later
befare Sprague and Ward were out of
the water and being attended to by
emergency crews, according to those
involved in the incident.

Stewart's boat, which Gallagher
said had a 40&;1‘532;:& ogjt:goard
motor, appare n ta on
water quickly sank, said Newing-

(Continued on page A3)
— DROWNED
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(Continued from page Al)
ton Police Sgt. John Tretter,
floating piywood board hat they used
oating plyw a
to clttl:?.\% oysters on, Osgood said.
Gallagher said it “appears there
::re not" life jackets on board the

at.
}aife jackets are required by law, he

said.
He said the Marine Patrol will
examine the condition of Stewart's
boat, which was recovered on Sunday
and towed to the U.S. Coast Guard
Station in New Castle, N.H.
ood said Stewart and his son
had just had the boat on the Con-
necticut River Saturday night and the
“boat didn't take on any water."
The Cornish chief said he thinks
the boat struck a sandbar on Sunday
as the men were making their way

out into the bay.

Tretter said that after cllngingmlvo
the board for about 45 minutes, Stew-
art lost consciousness and slipped
under the water.

He said Sprague and Ward “were
able to hYlul.l him back, but after a
short while he disappeared” into the
waler, Stewart wasn't seen after that,
Tretter said.

Gallagher said the men had been
about ards from an island, but
they couldn't head in that way
because the current was taking them
in the opposite direction.

Sprague and Ward traveled about a
mile in the water, eventually finding
that they were able to touch the bay's
muddy bottom and come ashore at
the Newington-Greenland town line,
according to Wahl.

He said they then had to walk a dis-

tance measuring somewhere between
a quarter and a hall mile lhmugh a
{::l to get to a farmhouse and ask for

X 911 call was made from the farm-
house at about 1 p.m., %good said.

He said he was notified of the inci-
dent by Newington police once
Sprague and Ward were on their way
to the hospital.

Osgood said he went to notify Stew-
art's wife, Ruth Stewart, and their
son, He said the couple has other chil-
dren but that he 't know their

names,

Members of the Newin%'t‘on lice
and fire departments and the Marine
Patrol were aided in the air, water
and land search for Stewart by the
New Hampshire Fish and Game
Department, the Air National Guard
and the Coast Guard.
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By CASSIE D. LAVERTUE
Staff Writer

CORNISH — A 32-year-old Cornish
man was arrested this weekend on felony
charges of arson and conspiracy stemming
from a 1991 fire that destroyed a Cornish
home on Route 12A.

Police say that Dale Braley set fire to the
home of William and Barbara Balch on
Feb. 19, 1991, to cover up a burglary. The
arrest came after a three-month investiga-
tion and involved New Hampshire Police
Cpl. Michael Johnson and Cpl. Thomas

= 2/77

Lombardi of Troop C in Keene and Cor-
nish Police Chief Joe Osgood.

Braley is being held at Sullivan County
House of Correction in Unity on $5,000
cash bail and was arraigned today in
Claremont District Court., A probably
cause hearing was set for April 1.

Neither Johnson nor Lombardi was
available for comment. Osgood could not
be reached at the Cornish department.

Barbara Balch said this morning that
she and her husband know Braley but
would not comment on their relationship

| -

g

adjoining room, the dining
room and an upstairs bedroom.
Balch said the frame of the
house in that area was severely
dama, and said police sus-

at the time that the fire

d started in the garage and
kitchen area.

Six fire departments re-
sponded to the 1991 blaze and
two firefighters suffered minor
injuries. The Balches have
since rebuilt their home.

Balch said police and fire
officials may have had difficul-
ty pinpointing the cause of the
fire because the garage and
kitchen area had already
burned when emergency vehi-
cles arrived.

Balch said she and her hus-
band were out of town at the
time of the incident and noted
that the houses along Route
12A are sparse.

“We have no close neighbors
... NO one to report a fire,” she
said.

Balch said she and her hus-
band are reserving further
comment until they talk with a

lawyer,

or Cornish arson

with the Cornish man. Braley lives just
down the road from the Balch home on
Route 12A.

Balch said she and her her husband
were taken by surprise with Braley’s ar-
rest and said they didn't know anything
until police contacted them about the
alleged arson investigation last fall.

According to Balch, police initially ruled
the fire electrical. The fire destroyed the
garage and kitchen area and gutted an

(See ARSON - Pg. 6)



offices may lack the auwty to
glean information from state
computers holding motor vehi-
cle records, business licenses
and similar data used to de-
termine if people are evading
federal taxes.

“It's fair to say, if these pro-
grams exist out there in some
number ... there more than
likely will be an impact on
examination and collection
functions," Gross said.

Many other government
agencies and businesses are in
a similar bind with the 2000
problem, since software from
the 1960s and 1970s was de-
signed to save storage space by
recognizing dates in two digits
— “97° would reflect 1997.
Without a fix, 2000 could be
recognized as 1900 by these old
computers, botching up liens,
installment payments and pen-
alty and interest calculations,

“The year 2000 is a stay-in-
business issue. There isn't an
alternative,” Deputy Treasury
Secretary Lawrence Summers
said in an interview.

So far, the IRS has the worst
part of the peril defined: 62
million lines of computer code
in 19,000 computer programs
that comprise the guts of its
main data center in
Martinsburg, W.Va., and other
key systems in its field offices.

“] think our biggest ex-
posures ... are not necessarily
in our core business applica-
tions, which is the good news,”
Gross said at a hearing last
month.

The incomplete IRS inven-
tory isn't due to lack of warn-
ing. The General Accounting
Office, the watchdog arm of
Congress, asked the IRS to
complete a systems architec-
ture, which would include an
inventory, by the end of 1995.

poiice custody @n Nov. 13 for

nal threatening charges for a
separate incident when he told
police about the arson. Accord-
ing to an affidavit filed by state
police Cpl. Thomas Lombardi,
the Newport man said police
could find some of the stolen
items at the home of the wom-
an whose son allegedly helped
Braley with the burglary. The
Newport man said he was tell-
ing police the information “to
get back at” the woman be-
cause he felt she was respon-
sible for his arrest.

The Newport man also said
the two men tampered with
wires behind the refrigeratorin
the Balch home the day after
the break-in. An affidavit by
state police Cpl. Michael John-
son shows that police talked
with the woman's son and he
told police Braley started the
fire with gasoline from the
Balches' garage.

The state fire marshal in-
itially determined the cause of
the fire to be electrical and said
the fire started in the garage
and kitchen area, but Cornish
Police Chief Philip “Joe" Os-
good said that some officials
had misgivings from the begin-
ning about the investigator's
determination and had always
suspected arson.

Osgood said last week that
there may be another arrest
coming from the 1991 incident.

As part of his bail conditions,
Braley must post the $5,000
bail, reside in West Canaan
with his father and appear and
check in with Canaan police
every Wednesday, no later
than 4 p.m. Until bail is posted,
Braley is being held at the
Sullivan County House of Cor-
rection in Unity.



Arson suspect
waives hearing

By CASSIE D. LAVERTUE
Staff Writer

CLAREMONT — The Cor-
nish man accused of trying to
cover up a burglary by starting
a fire in Cornish in 1991
waived his probable cause
hearing in Claremont District
Court on Tuesday and will face
trial in Sullivan County Supe-
rior Court at a later date.

Dale Braley, 32, of Route
12A, Cornish, waived his right
to a hearing and is awaiting
state police reports, said his

attorney, Richard Guerriero of
the Public Defender’'s Office in
Keene.

District Judge Jean K. Burl-
ing granted a request that the
court lower Braley's bail to
$5.000 cash or surety. Guer-
riero initially made an apﬁ
for a $2,500 cash or surety bai
so that Braley could live with
his father in West Canaan,
N.H. According to Guerriero,
Braley has lived all of his life in

(See ARSON - Pg. 6)
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From Page 1

either Cornish or West Ca-
naan.

Braley was arrested March
22 and entered no plea in
Claremont District Court to
charges of arson, conspiracy to
commit arson and burglary. Po-
lice allege Braley and another
man burglarized the home of
William and Barbara Balch on
Route 12A in Cornish, and then
set fire to the house to cover up
the break-in.

The 6-year-old incident was
brought to the attention of po-
lice in November by a Newport
man who said Braley and the
son of a woman he knew had
removed various items from
the Balch home on Feb. 18,
1991, and then set the house on
fire the next day. The Balches
were away on vacationin Flori-
da at the time of the fire.

The Newnort man was in
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man

goes to jail

For arson and burglary

By CASSIE D. LAVERTUE
Staff Writer

NEWPORT — The man con-
victed of setting fire to a Cor-
nish home to cover up a burgla-
ry in 1991 was sentenced in
Sullivan County Superior
Court on Monday.

Dale Braley, 33, of Route
124, Cornish, received two sen-
tences of 1-to-7-years at the
New Hampshire State Prison
on charges of arson and burgla-
ry. The sentences are to be
served at the same time.

Braley refused comment and
remained stone-faced during
yesterday's sentencing hearing
in which William and Barbara
Balch told Superior Court
Judge Robert E.K. Morrill how
their lives have changed since
the Feb, 19, 1991 incident,

“I don't feel vindicated, but I
do feel hurt that he betrayed
our trust,” said William Balch.

According to police, Braley
burglarized the Balches' home
on Route 12A on Feb, 17 and 18
in 1991, then set the house on
fire to hide the break-in. At the
time, Braley lived just down
the road from their home, said
Barbara Balch.

The Balches were away on
vacation at the time of the
incident and have since rebuilt
their home on the same site.

According to William Balch,

_only two rooms in the 12-room,

200-year-old home were saved.
Six fire departments responded
to the blaze and two fire-
ﬁgl}tem suffered minor in-
juries.

Sullivan County Attorney
Marc Hathaway said the
Balches lost nearly $31,000 in
household contents plus the
cost of their home. A hearing
will be set later to determine
the exact amount in damages,
he said.

William Balch said in court
yesterday that Braley was a
classmate of their son, Russell,
at Cornish schools. He added
that he had been Braley’s Little
League and Babe Ruth
Baseball coach and has known
Braley since 1972.

“I considered him a friend,”
Balch remarked. “I just feel if
he'd do this to a friend, what
would he do to a stranger?”

Morrill called the arson fire
“devastating” because it per-
manently destroyed family
keepsakes and photos,

“You could forever talk about
how they were just things, but
they were momentos,” re-
marked Morrill.

The six-year-old incident was

(See BRALEY - Pg. 8)
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brought to the attention of po-
lice last year by a Newport man
who said Braley and the son of
a woman he knew (Paul Law-
rence) had removed various
items from the Balch home on
Feb. 18, 1991. The Newport
man told police they could find
some of the stolen items at the
woman's home and said he was
telling police the information
“to get back™ at the woman
because he felt she played a
role in his arrest on Nov. 13,
1996 on charges of criminal
trespassing and criminal
| threatening.

Braley was arrested four
months later and indicted on
charges of arson and burglary
by a Sullivan County Grand
Jury on April 3. Lawrence, 32,
also of Route 12A in Cornish,

was indicted by the same grand
jury on an accomplice to bur-
glary charge.

Lawrence received a 12-
month suspended sentence at
the Sullivan County House of
Correction in Unity and was

laced on five years' probation.

e was not convicted on an
arson charge because Braley
set the Balches’ home on fire,
not Lawrence, said Hathaway,
citing State Police affidavits,

Although Braley pleaded
guilty to the two charges in
October, Braley’s attorney
asked Morrill to give his client
a suspended sentence similar
to Lawrence's.

“He understands there is
nothing he can do to make up
for their losses,” said attorney
Mark Cameron.

“Most of the evidence was

obtained because Lawrence's
mother's boyfriend was mad ...
He (Braley) wants to make
monetary restitution” and can't
do.;hat ingide prison, Cameron
said.

Morrill denied Cameron’s re-
quest and agreed with Hath-
away in calling the incident “a
joint enterprise” on the part of
Braley and Lawrence. He said
he would have never have giv-
en Lawrence a suspended sen-
tence if he had first read victim
statements from William and
Barbara Balch.

Hathaway said he thinks
Braley received n light sen-
tence considering the charges
against him, but said the
Balches are “extremely for-
giving” and that the case's age
affected the intensity of the
sentences.
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Cornish man indicted for

possession of marijuana

hJ

NEWPORT — The following indictments were
handed up by a Sullivan County grand jury last

,’I'humdny.

' Paul Heim, 18, of White Swan Farm Road,
Cornish, was indicted on the charge of possession
of marijuana with intent to sell for allegedly hav-
ing the drug in his vehicle in Cornish on Oct. 12,
2001. If convicted, he could face one to three years
if;\nthe New Hampshire State Prison and a $25,000

[LN

Blaine C. Hector, 30, of Milford, N.H., was indict-
ed on the charge of theft by unauthorized taking
for allegedly taking a 1989 Saab from a Cornish
business on Dec. 24, 2001. If convicted, he could
face 7 1/2 to 15 years in the New Hampshire State
Prison and a $4,000 fine.

Thomas Woodard, 28, of Rutland, Vt, was
indicted on the charge of attempted shoplifting at
a Claremont store on Jan. 5. If convicted, he could
face 7 1/2 to 15 years in the New Hampshire State
Prison and a $4,000 fine.

Michelle Stomper Woodard, 24, of Rutland, Vt.,

/ was indicted on the charge of attempted shoplift-

! ing at a Claremont stare on Jan. 5. If convicted, she
could face 7 1/2 to 15 years in the New Hampshire
State Prison and a $4,000 fine.

David Hill, 29, of Lower Main Street,
Claremont, was indicted on the charge of habitual
offender for allegedly operating a vehicle on Route
10 in Croydon on Jan, 10 after having been con-
vieted of four counts of operating after suspension
in Claremont and Newport district courts since
1996. If convicted, Hill could face jail time and a
$4,000 fine.

Robert LaClair Sr, 56, of Parkview Street,
Newport, was indicted on two counts of aggravat-
ed felonious sexual assault for allegedly engaging
in sexual intercourse and other activity with an
individual under the age of 13 between June 8,
1983 and Sept. 2, 1986, Each charge carries with it
a maximum sentence of 10 to 20 years in the New
Hampshire State Prison and a $4,000 fine.

Carrie A. Melcher, 33, of Main Street,
Charlestown, was indicted on the charge of reck-
less conduct with a deadly weapon for allegedly
shooting a firearm out of her bedroom window on

Dec. 30, 2001. If convicted, she could face three to
20 years in the New Hampshire State Prison and
a $4,000 fine.

Theophile Lapre, 30, of Hartford Street,
Claremont, was indicted on the charge of habitual
offender for allegedly operating a motor vehicle on
Broad Street in Claremont on Jan. 7, after being
convicted of seven charges, including driving while
intoxicated, operating after suspension, operating
while a habitual offender and disobeying a police
officer in the state since 1992, The charge carmes
with it a possible sentence of ane to five years in
the New Hampshire State Prison and a $4,000
fine.

Mark Maynard, 24, currently housed at the
Sullivan County House of Correction, Unity, was
indicted on the charge of issuing bad checks in
Claremont on Dec. 19, 2001, If convieted, he could
face 7 1/2 to 15 years in the New Hampshire State
Prison and a 34,000 fine.

Christopher Safford, 33, of Winter Street,
Croydon, was indicted on the charge of possession
of a controlled drog (Oxycodone
Hydrochloride/Percocet) near Oak Street in
Newport on Jan. 15. If convicted, he could face 3
1/2 to 7 years at the New Hampshire State Prison
and a $25,000 fine.

Ronald Perron, 23, currently housed at the
Sullivan County House of Correction, Unity, was
indicted on the charge of burglary for allegedly
entering a River Road residence in Ularemont on
May 29, 2001. If convicted, he could face 3 V2 t0 7
years in the New Hampshire State Prison and o
$4,000 fine.

Jamie Lunderville, 20, of Borrough Road,
Charlestown, was indicted on the charge of bur-
glary for allegedly entering a River Road residence
in Claremont on May 28, 2001, If convicted, he
could face 3 1/2 to 7 years in the New Hampshire
State Prison and a $4,000 fine.

Matthew Waddell, 42, of Springfield, N.H., was
indicted on the charge of incest for allegedly engag-
ing in sexual intercourse with a family member at
his residence on Jan. 13, If convicted, he could face
3 1/2 to 7 years in the New Hampshire State
Prison and a $4.000 finc.



Teens arrested for vandalizing Cornish buses{

By RUTH ROLLINS
Contributing Writer

CORNISH — Two teens
have been charged with van-
dalizing school buses in
Cornish last week.

Manuel Terceira and Jeremy
Swoyer, both 17 years old and
of Cornish, are scheduled to

appear in Claremont District
Court on April 25 to answer
the vandalism charge. If con-
victed, they can be fined up to
$1,000 and possibly serve
prison time for the Class A
misdemeanor.

Cornish Police received a
call at about 10:58 p.m. on
April 12 from a resident who

throwing items at buildings on
the Cornish Fair grounds on
Townhouse Road. Upon inves-
tigation by police officer
Douglas Hackett, however, a
number of windows were found
broken on *“First Student”
school buses parked at the
Cornish School,

“This citizen was able to give

thought

he heard people

Cornish teens plead
guilty to vandalism

CLAREMONT — Two
Cornish teens entered guilty
pleas in Claremont District
Court on Wednesday to charges
that they vandalized two
school buses earlier this
month.

Jeremy A. Swoyer, 17, and
Manuel C. Terceira, 17, were
charged with one count each of
criminal mischief after report-
edly throwing stones at the
buses parked outside the

Cornish Elementary School on
Townhouse Road on April 12 at
10:50 p.m. Seven windows
were broken during the inci-
dent, causing approximately
$400 in damage, according to
court documents,

Swoyer and Terceira were
each fined $1,000, with $800
suspended on the condition
that they pay $707 in restitu-
tion within 90 days,

T -— e

officer Hackett a description of

a vehicle leaving the area,
which he located,” said Barry
Bodkins, officer in charge. "In?.
speaking with the operator of ¥ |
the vehicle he admitted to !
doing the damage to the busses !
and algo identified a second |,
suspect.” o,
Damage to the buses ig esti-\\
mated to be more than $700. ~&



Douglas Hackett to

™

head Cornish PD -

By RUTH ROLLINS
Contributing Writer

CORNISH — Carnish select-
men have promoted police officer
Douglas Hackett to sergeant and
appointed him to become the
officer in charge of the Cornish
Police Department as of
Tuesday.

He is replacing Barritt
Bodkins, who resigned after he
was charged with sexually
assaulting a minor. Bodkins held
the position for the past three

years.
Hackett served as police offi-
cer in the Cornish department
during 1988 through 1990,
under Chief Philip “Joe” Osgood,
leaving to work as a member of
Hanover Police Department.
Followmg a couple of years spent
in Town he returned to the

Cornish department in 1999 and’

has served as an officer since

A.s the administrator of the
department “my first priority
will be to get the department up
to a staff of four officers, which
will enable us to provide an
mcreased amount of time for
patrolling,” said Hackett,

“The past three years the
department has budgeted for an
extra person, but not been fully
staffed and most funds have
been turned back to the general
fund,” he said. “One year we
used an amount for radar equip-
ment. Therefore there will not be
a large increase in the budget,
only a small increase this vear,
due to an increase for officer pay
and an increase in dispatching
fees from Claremont.”

Hackett will be working w1t.h
officers Michael Boutilier and
Andrew Langlois until a fourth
officer is hired.

\



Cornish

A

man

held on crack
dealing charge

By KEVIN McNULTY
Staff Writer

NEWPORT — Djuan Smith
pleaded not guilty to charges of
possession of erack cocaine with
the intent to sell Friday morning
in Sullivan County Superior
Court.

Smith, 33, of 4 Sunnise Drive,
Cornish, was remanded to the
sheriff’s department custody o
be transported back to the
Sullivan  County House of
Corrections becnuse he was not
able to come up with the $25,000
cash bail ordered by Superior
Court Judge Robert Morrill.
Smith was already being held at
the prison in Unity after he was
initinlly arraigned on the posses-
sion with intent to sell charges
on June 12 in Claremont District
Court. Because of the serious
nature of the charges, Smith was
indicted by a grand jury in
Sullivan County Superior Court
on June 20,

Assistant County Attorney
Alexander Scott  requested
Morrill order $25000 cash bail
because of Smith’s lengthy erimi-
nal record and the fact that he
tried to attack the arresting offi-
cers, Smith was already on pro-
bation for an assault charge at
the time of his arrest.

Smith, wearing a te-dyed T-
shirt embossed with a peace sign.
displayed little emotion when he
entered his plea of not guilty

A trial date has not vet been
scheduled.

Claremaont police, acting upon
mtelligence given to two patrol-
men, arrested Smith on June 11
on Main Street with allegedly
$1,600 worth of crack cocaine,
said Claremont Police Sgt. Jeff
Burnham. Bumham would not
disclose the source of the intelli-
genee, but said “we knew that
(Smith) would be on Main Street
at the time we arrested him with
o quantity of crack cocaine.”

When confronted by the police,
Smith allegedly did not give up
without a fight. Allegedly, Smith
snatched the drugs out of

Bumham's hand and threw the
crack cocaine into the woods
abutting the Sugar River. court
records  state. Smith  then
attempted to strike Burnham
with his fist and run away, bhut
patrolmen Greg Belisle and Jon
Stone leaped to Burnham's aid
and the three officers wrestled
Smith to the ground and hand-
cuffied him, Burnham said.

“Once we had him on the
ground, he acted as if he was
sick. I don't know if he was feign-
ing an illness or if he really was
sick,” Burnham stated. The
police  ealled Golden Cross
Ambulance service, which exam-
ined Smith and said he was
healthy enough to be processed,
Burmham said.

Smith was charged with
intent to sell the erack cocaine
because the illegal narcotic was
divided into multiple containers,
Burmham explained,

The Claremont police nlso
charged Smith with endungering
the welfare of o child under the
age of 18 and possession of mari-
Juana. Allegedly, Smith was with
a young child at the time of his
arrest and dropped the child on
the ground when approached by
the police, court records recount.
He also allegedly had less than
five grams of marjuana in his
possession, court records state.
Both charges are class A misde
MeANors.

Smith was held at the
Sullivan County House of
Corrections the night of June 11
and was arraigned in Claremont
District. Court the following
moming. A bail officer initially
get bail at $£20,000 cash, but the
district court judge raised the
bail to $50,000 cash, Burnham
said.

If convicted, Smith faces
seven and a half to 15 years in

prison  and fines of up to
$200,000,
Kevin MeNulty can be

reached at 603-543-3100, ext.
106, or by email at
etimes@cyberportal.net.
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Cornish cops to
spend more time
catching speeders

Secretary will free up their time

By GEORGE CHAPPELL
Contributing Writer

CORNISH — Commuters
along Route 120 in Cornish
Flat are going to have to
slow down as a result of
action taken by the Cornish
Board of Selectmen Friday
night.

Sgt. Douglas Hackett of the
Cornish Police Department
will have some of his time
now spent on clerical duties
freed to catch commuting
speeders on Route 120 and
Townhouse Road.

The department has one
other patrolman, who doesn’t
have time to take care of his
regular patrol duties and to
be on the highway during
rush hours.

Hackett said he receives
regular complaints about the
speeders on Route 120, a two-
lane rond, including com-
plaints some from parents
whose children ride the
gchool bus.

“It'll be easy to catch 60s"
he said, referring to drivers
exceeding the speed limit

The selectmen Friday through Cornish Flat au 60
voted 3-0 to create a part- miles an hour.
time secre- Most of the
tarinal  posi- speeding traf-
tion of 10 “I hate paperwork.” fic taukes
hours a . X place  going
month for the — Cornish Police northbound
police. The Sgt_ Doug]as Hackett during early
board also morning com-

approved
offering the job at $11 an
hour to resident Sheryl
Tallman, who has done some
clerical work for the depart-
ment before ns an independ-
ofit contractor. g

Now she will be & town
employee,

Hackett told the board
Friday the hiring is neces-
sary because he has not been
able to fill two part-time
patrol positions approved at
the annual town meeting.

“It's hard to find trained
people,” he said.

“This will be a more efficient
use of my time. We can have
someone who's good at paper-
work, and 1 can be doing
patrols,” he explained.

Hackett said he has been
hampered in his traffic con-
trol efforts because of the
time he has to spend in the
office.

“I hate
added.

A recent car accident in
town created about four
hours of paperwork, he said.

paperwork,” he

muter hours
and southbound in late
afternocon commuter times
by drivers traveling to and
from jobs in Lebanon, N.H.,
Hackett said.

While Cornish géts some
relief from the Sullivan
County Sherift’s Department
and the New Hampshire
State Police, the two law
enforcement agencies lack
the personnel to be every-
where at once, he said.

*The sheriff’s department
is seeking a highway safety
grant from the state, and
they're seeking a grant for

radar,” he said of future
prospects,
“Let's get somebody,”

Selectman Larry Dingee told
Hackett, “There’s still some
money in the budget.”

Board Chairman Robert
Maslan, while concerned
about the speeding through
town, expressed caution
about escalating positions on
the town's payroll and asked
Hackett to be careful about
spending.




Police saying little about baby
abandoned on Cornish doorstep

By GEORGE CHAPPELL
Contributing Writer

CORNISH — Local and
county officials are maintain-
ing silence on details of an
unidentified baby left Dec. 20
un a Platt Road doorstep near
the Plainfield town line.

They are not saying who the
baby is, how old it is, who it
belongs to, on whose doorstep
it was left or what has hap-
pened to the baby since
Cornish officials learned about
the matter at the time of the
fire department’s annual
Christmos party for children
on Friday, Dec. 20, when a call
first came in at the station dur-
ing the party,

Sgt. Douglas Hackett said he
can make no comment about
the incident. When asked
whether charges would be filed
in the case, Hockett repeated,
*No comment.”

“You'll bave to nsk that ques-

tion of the county attorney,” he
zaid

Sullivan County Attorney
Marc Hathaway said Friday he
could not talk about the case
because the privacy of a child
needs to be protected.

When agked whether the
case is being investigated,
Hathaway replied, “Obviously
a matter like this would be
investignted.”

Hathaway =aid he learned
about the case “immedintely

upon the event happening.”
Assistant Fire Chief Dale
Rook said there was a call that
night at the station, but he
doesn’t know who responded.
“There was a call, we
responded and Windsor ambu-

lance responded,” said Jeff

Ballard of the Cornish-
Plainfield rescue squad.
Ballard =aid he could not
confirm a report that the child
was taken to Valley Regional
Hospital in Claremont or a

comment that the baby is all
right,

“The police are handling it,”
he said. “You'll have to talk to
them.”

George Chappell can be

reached by e-mail at
gehap@sovernet.
Fe e /- =43
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Major cocaine bust made in Cornish

By Kristen Senz

Eagle Times
CORNISH — Police raided a
Nelson Road residence

Wednesday morning, Sept. 22,
and arrested four people after
finding S$30,000 worth of puri-
fied cocaine.

At 6:45 a.m, Wednesday, police
from several agencics, including
the federal Drug Enforcement
Administration, exccuted a
search warrant at 18 Nelson
Road. Police said the four indi-
viduals slecping in the house
were awakened by a large group
of officers who scized about 3 1/2
ounces of cocaine, a loaded 9 mm
semi-automatic assault rifle, and
cash.

The raid was the result of a
lengthy investigation that is still
ongoing, according to Sullivan
County Sheniff Michael Prozzo,

Cameron Aldridge, 24, of 18
Nelson Road, was arrested and
charged with being a felon in
possession of a fircarm as well as
being in possession of cocaine
with intent to  distribute.
Aldridge has a prior felony con-
viction for counterfeiting in
Vermont, police said.

Also arrested were Lauren
Annunziata, 19, and Lucas Lyons,

23, who also live at the Nelson
Road address. Both were charged
with felony possession of cocaine
with intenr to distribure,

Police also arrested Aldridge’s
brother, Brandon Aldridge, 23, of
Manchester, N.H. The younger
Aldridge was charged with resist-
ing arrest for allegedly keeping a
bedroom door locked and refus-
ing to open it despite several
commands to do so by Sullivan
County Deputy Sheriff Michael
Yacono.

Brandon Aldridge, who report-
edly had a bench warrant issued
for his arrest after failing to
appear in Manchester Districe
Court, was arraigned on the
resisting arrest charge, a class A
misdemeanor, in Claremont
District Court Wednesday after-
noon. He pled not guilty and his
bail was set ar §5,000 cash anly.

Cameron Aldridge, Annuziata
and Lyons were also arraigned in
Claremont  District  Court
Wednesday, but did not enter
pleas because the charges against
them are felonies.

In light of two previous assault
convictions in Lebanon and rhe
counterfeiting  conviction  in
Vermont, bail for Cameéron
Aldridge was ser ar $25,000 cash
anly.

Annunziata is being held on
$1,000 cash or surety bail. Lyons
is being held on S10,000 cash
only, due to a prior conviction for
domestic assault and the fact
that he is currently out on bail
for a charge filed against him in
Vermont.

All four individuals were trans-
ported to the Sullivan County
House of Corrections following
their arraignments. Cameron
Aldridge, Annuziata and Lyons
will be back in Claremont
District Court Sept. 30 for prob-
able cause hearings. Brandan
Aldridge will stand trial Oct. 26,

Prozzo said it's possible that
further charges will be filed
against the four individuals.

Assisting in the raid were the
Western New Hampshire Special
Operations Unit, which includes
officers  from  Claremont,
Newport, Sunapee and
Washingron, the Sullivan County
Sheriff’s  Office, the New
Hamsphire Artarncy General's
Drug Task Force and the federal
Drug Enforcement Agency.

The incident, while it was the
first major drug bust in Cornish
in recent history, should remind
citizens that no community is
immune to drug-related crime,
Prozzo said,




More arrests related to Cornish drug raid

5 nabbed in Enfield;
cash-filled safe seized

By KRISTEN SENZ
Staff Writer

The raid of a Cornish resi-
Y dence last week that netted
Y, 380,000 worth of cocaine has
\ directed police to a cash-filled
N\ safe in Manchester and five more
, arrests in Enfield Wednesday,
W police said.
|~ - A mnjor
five more
members Wednesday when police
ted two search warrants and
drrested two Lebanon residents,
two Enfield residents and a gang
member from Camden, N.J,
charging all five with felony pos-
session of cocaine with intent to
distribute, police said.
At 4 p.m, Wednesday the
Enfield Police Department, work-
ing with the New Hampshire
Drug Task Force and the federal
Drug Enforcement
Administration, executed a
search warrant for a pickup truck
that was found traveling on
Route 4 in Enfield.
What led police to Enfield was
a drug bust at 18 Nelson Road in
Cornish Inst Wednesday morn-
ing, Sullivan County Sheriff
Mike Prozzo said. The four indi-
viduals arrested during that raid
had at some point worked with

some or all of the individuals
arrested in Enfield, police said.

The driver of the pickup truck,
Michael Lyons, 40, of 3501
Dartmouth College Highway,
Lebanon, and the passenger,
Barbie Barden, 36, of 380
Dartmouth College Highway,
Lebanon, were arrested after
police say they found about an
ounce of cocaine in the car, with
some in a backpack al Barden's
feet and some behind the seat.

Barden and Lyons could each
face up to 40 years in jail with
additional time tacked on
because they were driving in a
school zone, police said,

From information obtained dur-
ing interviews with Barden and
Lyons, police were able to obtain a
search warrant for 10 Sawmill
Lane, Apt. 203, in Enfield,
Residents of the apartment,
Shawn Irish, 24, and April Gee, 22,
weren't home when police forved
their way in at 8 pm., Enficld
Police Capt. Richard Crate said.
The search revealed about 7
ounces of cocaine in a backpack in
the living room, Crate said.

As police prepared to leave the
seene, Gee pulled into the drive-
way in a Volkswagen with Irish
in the passenger seat and a third

person, Jose Alberto Cruz, 27, of

1440 Haddon Ave., Camden, N.J.,
in the back seat, Crate said.
“They were taken into custody
at that point and the vehicle was
searched,” he said.
Through interviews with the

suspeets, Crate said, police deter-
mined that Cruz was the main
drug supplier for Irish, Gee,
Barden, and Lyons. Cruz, who
has two prior drug-related felony
convictions, allegedly told police
that he belongs to the gang the
Latin Kings.

Following his arrest, Cruz's
bail was set at $100,000, but at
his arraignment Thursday, a
Lebanon District Court judge
raised it to 200,000 cash only,
due to his past eriminal record
and the quuntity of cocaine,
Crate said. If convicted [ora third
offense, Cruz could face life
imprisonment.

Bail for Irish and Barden was
set at 350,000 cash only. Cruz,
Irish and Barden are still being
held at the Grafton County
House of Corrections. Lyons and
Oee were released Wednesday
night on $50,000 personal recog-
nizance bail.

Last Wednesday, after execut-
ing a search warrant in Cornish
and finding about 3.5 ounces of
cocaine, palice arrested Cameron
Aldridge, 24, of 18 Nelson Road,
and charged him with being a
felon in possession of a firearm as
well as being in possession of
cocaine with intent to distribute.
Aldridge has n prior felony con-
viction for counterfeiting in
Vermont, police said,

Also arrested were Lauren
Annunziata, 19 and Lucas Lyons,
23, who also live at the Nelson
Road nddress. Both were charged

with felony possession of cocaine
with intent to distribute.

Police also arrested Aldridge’s
brother, Brandon Aldridge, 23, of
881 Mammoth Road #8,
Manchester, N.H., and charged
him with resisting arrest, a mis-
demeanor.

Through the investigation,
police learned of a safe at
Brandon Aldridge’s Manchester
residence, Prozzo said. A group of
police officers went down to
Manchester and seized the safe,
as Aldridge’s mother, who has not
been charged with a crime, stood
by, police said.

The next day, police obtained a
search warrant to open the safe
and found it to contain $7,000
cash, which is believed to be the
fruit of multiple drug transae-
tions, Prozzo said,

Cameron Aldridge,
Annunzinta, and Lyons appeared
in Claremont District Court for
probable cause hearings yester-
day. The charges against
Annunziatn were dropped and
probable cause was found in the
cases against Aldridge and
Lyons, which will now be trans-
ferred to Sullivan County
Superior  Court.  Brandon
Aldridge has pled not guilty to
the resisting arrest charge and is
scheduled for trial in Claremont

District Court Oct. 26,

Kristen Senz can be
reached at (603) 543-3100, exi.
105 or by email at
ksenz@eagletimes.com.
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Cornish police officers stump for new station

By RUTH ROLLINS
Contributing Writer

At the March Town Meeting, residents will
have to decide, among other things, whother or

not to build a new police
[] Cornish station in Cornish,
' A small group of people
heard a proposal on Friday evening at the
ggLth Town Office to construct a police sta-
Currently the department is housed at the
town office building in a space so small there i5
just about room for a desk — with a closet boing
used as an evidence room. Consequently evi-

dence is often stored in various locations around
town.

A committee, appointed after the last town
meeting, on & request from voters, have spent
time studying land spnee owned by town, to
avold taking property off the tax rolls, Also
space needs for the department have been
waighed,

After severnl investigations, they decided the
Innd where the Town House Road Fire Station is
located was the best chioice.

A drawing, shown by Police Officer Douglas
Hackett, showed u 20-by-60-foot structure that
would be connected to the left side of the fire
station,

The building would house office space, an evi-
dence room and a 12-by-16-foot room that can be
uged as for interviewing, conferences and train-
ing.
Hackett told those attending that the space
would allow the department to do more of the
police work in Cornish, rather than out of town
and the building would be accessible to state
troopers as well,

In support of the new police department,
Hackett told the group that youths who are
picked up in Cornish on misdemeanor crimes
are often transported to Claremont for process-
ing where they come in contact with other
youths who have committed felonies.

“"We want to do what we can here,” sai
Haockett,

Selectmen have included a warrant articl
that will ask voters to raise and appropriat
§110,000 for the purpose of site preparatio
and construction of new space for the polic
department.

“There would be no interest or long-term dek
included in this years taxes, as the first paymer
would come from next year's budget.," sai
Selectmen Robert Maslan and Larry Dingee,

They town will algo be receiving $7,800 of fec
eral Homeland Security sid to go toward th
praject.
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Cornish police building plan hits bureaucratic snag

By GEORGE CHAPPELL
Contributing Writer

Planners of the proposed
Cornish Police Department
e building are
| Cornish ~ finding out

thut there's
no such thing as a free lunch in
the form of government grants.

“That money came with
strings attached," Selectman

Willinm Gallagher said Friday
night of the state and federal
funding for the Cornish
Recreation and Education
Area grant to buy the 76-acre
historic land and barn many
years ago.

“We have to use the land for
recreation or education,” he
said.

Recent plans call for a 20-
foot by 60-foot addition for a

police station to be built on the
42-foot by 60-foot fire station
on Townhouse Road. But the
fire station's property line may
be too close to the proposed
building, Gallagher learned
from the Cornish Conservation
Commission this week,

If the new building overlaps
on CREA property, then there
is a violation of the land use.

Officials are in a quandary

whether to call in a surveyor
to measure the properties, or
to reduce the size of the police
station a few feet.,

*We'll build it, even if we
have to shave four feet off it,”
Selectman Larry Dingee said
Friday.

George Chappell can be
reached at 603-543-3100,
ext, 105, or by e-mail at
gehap@sover.net.



New police station and highway repairs big ticket i

Ruth Rollins
Contributing Writer

A three hour voting window will be set aside
exclusively for the vote on spending $110,000 for a
‘new police station next week at town meeting.

The item 1 the first article on the warrant and
mduthemmdlnrgutwicemg.ﬁ.mwmmm-

ing money to spend on the
r Cornish maintenance of town roads and
$259.503. The total sum of the road projects s clos-
er to $360,000 but the rest of the mopey would

come from grants
The business session of the meeting beging at
noonoancthodiscumdearﬁcleaondm

bridges could cost the town

warrant.

In order to build the new station for the police,
bonds or notes will be lssued. The vote on the arti-
cle will directly follow a discussion period that will
include drawings aof the proposed structure.

Approval of the article requires a two-thirds
mujority vote by paper ballot.

Article 3 cills for voter approval to defray all
charges in the coming year for the fire, police, res-
cue and ambulance services.

Article 4 nsks whether $3,000 should be appro-
priated to the Conservation Commission fund.

Articles 5 through 10 need voter approval to
place money in capital reserve funds including
$35,000 for heavy t for the highway
department, $13,000 for the fire departmont,

Bernice Johnson CHS Album

Mmcn 5. aoo;

ems in CO‘rmsh

Other artides Include $5,000 to w :
town's broks and $6,000 to purchase o used
hintory )

truck for the

Also votens - will decide lrmodumg op elderly

pmmlof&

Cxmptions
mluaﬁwquﬂﬂullmmm

is
wllh u-m of dopulung 100

change tax Innﬂ;ﬁ

$4,000 for o new police crmner. $10000 for
appraisals, $2,000 for the library and $10,000 for
the town bridje fund.

Article 11 is the highway project that would
padd in part by grants.

Article l2fncesvumstpmdlng$7.50()
purchaso additional nssessing and socrotannl serv-
ices, and nuthorize selectmen to withdraw the
amount from the appraisal reserve capital fund.

Article 13 asks whether the town should mise
$85,000 for the purchuse of o new dump trock for
the highway department, and authorsize selectmen
to withdraw that amount from the high-way heavy
equipment eapital reserve fund. Any funds derived
from the sale of existing equipment to be used to
offser the withdrown amount.







BARRARA NOLL PHOTO
ELPING OUT — Josh Hartwell readies the saw for the day’s work at the new Cornish Police Department,
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Richard Strong, right, and Richard Flaig, left, enter Claremont
District Court for arraignment on multiple felony charges. Police
suspect the two acted with Jimmy Alexander, not shown, and
tossed a homemade bomb into a vacant home on Sunday
evening.

Police: -
Teens

bombed
house

By JOSH ADAMS
Staff Writer

Three Claremont teenagers were arrested
Wednesday morning and charged with tossing
a homemade bomb into & vacant house over
the weekend. The explosion and ensuing fire
did not injure anyone, though the structure at
343 Bible Hill Road was destroyed.

Richard Strong of 46 High St., is facing

three folonies in connec-
‘ Claremont tion with the fire.

Jimmy Alexander, 1
Wayne Ave., is charged with five felonies for
his alleged involvement and Richard Flaig of
10 West Plessant St., is facing four felony
charges,

All four are 18.

Investigators were looking for connections
between this incident, which occurred around
£:30 p.m. on Sunday, and another fire in
Newport the night before. Both homes were

See BOMB - Page A9
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vacant estate properties, both
fires were deemed suspicious
and both were reported after
dark.

Claremont Det. Colby Casey
said Wednesday the similarities
are a matter of coincidence,

“There is absolutely, positive-
Iy no connection between this
investigation and the one in
Newport,” Casey said. “The tim-
ing is coincidental.”

Max Schuldz of the state Fire
Marshal's office is investigating
Saturday’s Pike Hill Road fire
in Newport. That fire was also
set intentionally, Schuldz said,
but he declined to elaborate,

“The fire was incendiary, but
it's still under investigation,”
Schuldz =aid.

Claremont Police Chief Alex
Scott said the three teens
charged in the Claremont fire
used only one device to ignite
the home owned by Ludmila
Borisov, but said it was not the
first time they detonated a
bomb. On two separate occa-
sions and at different locations,
Scott said the teens tested their
homemade explosives before
using them on the Bible Hill
home.

Police suspect the teens
choge to bomb the Bible Hill
property because it is secluded.
Scott said it's unlikely they
intended to kill anyone.

“The fact that the residence
was empty was a considera-
tion,” Scott said. *It would seem
it was targeted as a vacant res-
idence.”

Though the building is in a
rural area, Casey said Lips on
how the blaze may have been
started began coming into
police that night and continued
into Monday. Sullivan County
Attorney Marc Hathaway said
the evidence does include wit-
ness accounts.

The state Fire Marshal's
office was issued a search war-
rant by Claremont District
Court Judge Jack Yazinski and
went to Flaig's home Monday

morning where the bomb was
allegedly made. Investigators
confiscated black powder, a hot
glue gun and fireworks from
Flaig’s home, authorities said.

The fireworks were pur-
chased for their fuses, Casey
said. The owner of the Cornish
General Store where they were
purchased
did not have
a4 permit to
sell fire-
works,
police said.
Robert
Bladen, the
gtore's
owner, is
scheduled
to appear in
Claremont
District
Court  on
Aug., 8 to
answer to a related misde-
meanor and violation charge.

Chris Wyman of the Fire
Marshal’s office said homemade
bombs tend to be quite volatile
and the one believed to have
been built by Flaig, Alexander
and Strong could have been
deadly.

“Had it accidentally gone off
in the vehicle it could have seri-
ously injured or killed the indi-
viduals," Wyman said.

All three suspects were
released on $25,000 personal
recognizance bail and are under
house  arrest. Alexander is
allowed to leave his house to
work at Market Basket and
visit his mother in the hospital.
Flaig can not be away from
home except to work the second
shift at New Hampshire
Industries in West Lebanon,
N.H,

All three are scheduled for a
probable cause hearing in
Newport District Court on July
21.

Josh Adams can be
reached at (603) 543-3100
ext. 104, or by e-mail at
Jadams@eagletimes.com.

Alexander



DON CAANL MOTO

Comish Assistant Fire Chief Dale Roak, rght. helps pull in a rescue boat that seanched the Connacticut River for about an
hour after emergency personnal were informed of three men who had gone missing while canoelng, The claim later tumed

out to be false.

Missing canoeists claim false

Police: Man who called in report has history of mental iliness

By DAMIEN FISHER
Stalf Writer

Emdrgency porsonuel swarmed the
Cannecticut - River Tueaday altermoon  in
arel of thres men wha bnd mportedly
ons thissing while on o conve trip, Aboul
i hour mito the scarch, Comish palico

famoed it was a il
‘ Cornish  alarm.
| A A8-ysar-ulil
Vindsor man called polles ot abaut 2:30
). claiming hig brother and two [ricnde
wmd takon a eomoe onto the river in
fartlind and were honding for the boat
anding in Coniigh. Tiiw nun elhimod tho
joat had not been sevin winoe ahut 1248
1m

Camnisli Police Sgr. Douglas Hackett
aid he lesmed ' the man has a histery of
nuntat {ness ol hatlucinutbons

“The report iabotit tho honll was duo to

hia emational difficulties which wen: duo te
htlmhuma- off of his mextkations® Hackett
autid.

The false nlnnin tnggered police officers
and reocus sQuuds in Comish and
Plainlicld, ns well as Gre depurtnwnts from
Clarsmont, Windsor nnd HartSand to begin
an intonse senteh of tio water,

“It was u signiticanl
response,” HHockett said.

Whils the Comish Reseur Squid was
putting o scarch bont onto the rivor: the
man was watching nnd louking oot anto
thee water: He told the Eagle Tizies hia
brether was visiling for a2 eauplo of daye

1o said be fimt seached both sides of
the Aiver fron Hoetland to Windsoe him-
wll whon hy awnoe did not. tum up in
Cominh, Ha then called potioe:

The nuin ciniised his bruther was o mi!-
itry  votemun. who hatll served in lmg
looking nut to the nver thrangh Tueday's

snnenzency

Greezing min, the man sax!t o cxpected the
wornt,

1 woulil miher this brothor) be shat ot
than this™ ths man said,

While the Comis!i Rescue Sijund was on
the river, anil having engine teonble, polico
wem interviowing the nun. It wia thiring
that interview that his sental il was
disagverod.

tHackett sall ha spake (1o the man's finn.
iy and conflred that the brathor wan
ulivo ancl well. and. not. in Cornish, The
scorch wita enlll off anil the mun wus
taken ints custody,

Tucadny vvening, Hockett muid tho man
had boen. admitled to Valley Regional
Howpitnl in Cluremnont fbr trontmont und
obwervation. Hackett said hwr winild not b
bnnging any changat against hits for e
falre rt.

“We're not churmmag him, we're helping
hmm.” Hadhetl sajd

SERVING TH



Teens Charged After Police Break Up Party

By KnisTeN Fountain
Valley News Staff Writer

CornisH — A late-night teenuge party in
Cornish on Friday might resulted in six
arrests and two ambulance runs, said Cor-
nish Police Chief Doug Hackett yesterday.
Hackett and another policeman were
patrolling in town nmund 10:30 p.m. when
they discovered a vehicle parked on Route
12A between 12 Percent Solution store and
the Cornish-Windsor covered bridge,
obstructing the roadway. While knocking
on the door of the nearby house, the pair
smelled alcohol and marﬂunmnndsawa

ywngmunpassedommtheﬂoor Hack-

A Windsor ambulance was quickly
called and the young man, who when
found wnsbmthinga!tlwvctyluwmcof
roughly four beats a minute, was trans-
ponad to ML Ascutney Hospital, Hackett

A second Golden Cross ambulance was
called after & number of people in the
house attempted to flee through the woods
behind the house and one fell into the
freaing cold Tandy Brook. That person

to Mt. Ascutney and’

uwed for hypothermia, Hickett said.

police said that they eventually
tmndalll?peoplelnnnhmmmthcumcof
their arrival. The police were assisted by offi-
cers from Windsor, Claremont and Plainfield
and the New Hampshire state police.
Breath usslnwdpm&m eleven mbc at
the party, who ap mostly to be stu-
dents and former students of Hartford High
School.dadmtmealcomlmtlmrsystem
said Huckett. They were taken into police
custody and released to an adult, he said.
Puul V. Archer of Hartland, Daniel For-
bush of Sharon and Peter R. Neil of
Quechee, all 18 years old, and an unnamed
Juvenile, 17, were arrested for alcohol pos-

Cou;h;nd Fitch of Com]is:hh l9mwas
arrested for possession of uleohol 4
narcotic. The p who hosted the party
is @ juvenile who also was arrested for pos-
in Jw ilcohol h e

g an u e ouse party,” a
new charge in New Hampshire, according
to police fogs.

The parents of the teenager were not
home at the time of the party and will not
be charged, Hackett said.

Kristen Fountain can be reached at
kfountain@vnews.com or (603) 727-

3209. ’Z/w ag







Cotnish Police Department’s new sehicle

From 2009 Town Report




Cormsh Forms a Patrol to Counter Burglaries

By Kane Berh Ryan
4 Vallay News Staff Writer
\1{ CORNISH — Muny towns wouldn't grow overly concerned

= about five burglaries over the course of nine months. But in
. Cornish, with a population of roughly 1,400, the burglaries,
~* coupled with i rise in the number of DUI arrests, have led
w Police Chief Doug Hackett to form a volunteer patrol group
S of residents.

Nearly 20 volunteers have signed on to patrol the town by
car in two-hour shifts during the day.

The patrol members will “drive around [and] look for
things that don't fit in,” said Hackett. “In the middle of the
afternoon, you see someone carrying 4 TV out of i house to
a car, that's something we're going to check up on,”

Huckett said the police department, which consists of him-
self und four part-time officers, will tuke over patrol duties
it night.

Al i Labor Day training course for prospective patrol
members, Hackett said that he and other officers were clear
about citizens not acting in hiew of armed officers, but rather
its the eyes and ears of the department dunng the dn)umc

“We're not out stopping every person,” he said. “Basical-
ly, we're documenting what's going on, and if something
comes out of it. then we'll follow up on it.”

The last month has been an especially busy one for the
department. Hackett said that four of the five burglaries that
have taken place this year occurred in late July and August.
That's compared with just two burglaries during all of 2008,

Already this year, the Cornish police have responded to

200 more calls for service than in 2008, and DUI arrests are
four times what they were at the end of last year.

The only expense incurred in the civilian watch program
has been the purchase of a $40 voice recorder. Cornish
Selectboard Chairwoman Merilynn Bourne believes pre-
venting crime now via unpaid volunteers will help case the
pressure the police department is under, and is a cost-effec-
tive move.

“This is & response to an increased number of break-ins in
a community that tends to be very quiet.” said Bourne. “It
doesn't cost the citizens anvthing to do this, and we're all
very aware of the tax base and the tax burden on retired cit-
izens and those on fixed incomes. | see this as ahead-of-the-,
curve thinking." Several residents whose homes have beer,
burglarized are serving on the patrol. ;L.Aé Ricel, why

e

onmsu—ﬁ‘



Cornish Forms Patrol

CONTINUED FROM PAGE Al

believes that her shed was broken
into, is adamant about deterring
future burglaries in the town.

“This is a small town, We can't
afford to have multiple policemen
on duty all the time.” said Ricei.
“The citizens have to step up. Every-
body needs to be a little more vigi-
lant.”

The spike in burglaries and other
crimes in Cornish mirror the crime
increases in other communities, said
Fire Chief Nate Cass. Statistically
speaking, he said, crimes go up dur-
ing poor economic periods.

“When the economy gets worse,
two things happen. People stay
home and drink, and they go look-
ing for money.” he said.

In Lee Baker's lifetime in Cor-
nish, he can scarcely remember a
time when the town was plagued by
the level of crime it has experienced
over the last few months.

“When | grew up here, we never
locked our houses. We left our keys
in the car,” he said.

Baker, along with other interested
residents, attended the training ses-
sion.

Baker believes that many of the
crimes are committed by nonresi-
dents who have easy access to the
town from nearby Interstate 91. He
chose to join the patrol because he'd

like 1o see Cornish retain its small-
town tranquility.

“To me, it brings us back to where
we were when | was young, when
neighbors looked out for other
neighbors,” he said.

Most of the volunteer crime-
watch members, predominantly
retirees, second-shift workers and
stay-at-home parents, have no previ-
ous experience in law enforcement.
Ricci maintains, however, that
patrol members know what 1o look
for, and will exercise caution in
reporting activities to the police,

“I know which vehicles belong to
the neighbors and which ones
don’t,” she said. “It’s not a matter of
being nosy. It's just noticing some-
thing out of the ordinary.”

Hackett said that he didn't believe
that the civilian patrol would cause
any undue worry among Cornish
residents.

“I think as a general rule. people
in Cornish now have a heightened
awareness that this is happening
here, and asking them to follow up
and being diligent about what's hap-
pening in their neighborhood is not
a bad thing.”

Katie Beth Ryan can be reached
at (603) 727-3234 or at
kbryan@vnews.com.
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-/ HALT! WHO
STHERE?

n a way, | envy the Cornish Citizens Patrol. Talk about
Ilhc ideal job. Strictly banker’s hours, Monday through
Friday, No nights or weekends. No heavy lifting, either.
I'm little worried, though, that having to scribble down the
license plate number of every out-of-
state car and truck that crosses the
town line might wear on the old
carpal tunnel.

Pay is another drawback. At the
moment, there is none. But I'm sure
once details of the plan that Cornish

has developed to combat its recent
crime wave reaches Washington, the
FBI will send suitcases loaded with
cash. The idea of regulor citizens
driving around town on the
constant lookout for suspicious
activity (make up your own definition) and then relaying
their findings to police would certainly have met with J.
Edgar Hoover's approval.

Responding to @ spike in nonviolent crimes, Cornish
Police Chief Doug Hackett announced on the town's Web
site the formation of the citizens patrol, Four burglaries
have been reported since July, bringing the town’s year-to-
date total to five. In all of 2008, there were only two
reported burglaries, which means Cornish has seen 4 250
percent increase in the theft of flat-screen TVs, iPods and
power tools, And we haven’t even made it (o Halloween,
when the number of pumpkins missing from front porches
is almost sure to throw the erime statistics further out of
whack.

Following a townwide meeting last week, more than 20
residents signed up 1o patrol Cornish's roads on weekdays.
The chief and his four part-time officers will handle night
and weekend shifts. Each two-person citizen patrol team
will have 4 cell phone, portable radio and digital recorder
to “note vehicle descriptions.” There is also talk in town
about buying video cameras. (Vigilante-wannabes,
however, must bring their own pitchforks.) And more good
news: Private donors are paying for gas.

“Hopefully the criminal element will get the message
(that) Cornish is & community that cares, and will not stand
for our privacy and homes (to be) violated,” Hackett wrote
on the Web site.

The Cornish initiative has already made the evening
news, WMUR-TV in Manchester has been 1o town twice to
interview Hackett and others. The station’s Web site
reported tht *part of the reason some residents think the
program can work is because most people can recognize
who belongs in town and who doesn't.”

And as I see it, that's why Cornish is heading down a
slippery slope. Just because someone isn't a familiar face,
does that mean they might be up to no good?

According to the 2007 U.S. Census survey, there were
1.767 people living in Cornish. Nearly 98 percent of them
were white. With foliage season approaching. | pity the
African American leaf peeper driving a car with New
Jersey plates who tukes a wrong turn en route (o Saint-
Gaudens. He might find his picture tacked 1o the Cornish
Post Office wall.

On Thursday afternoon. I roamed Cornish to get a sense
of how the patrols were being received. | stopped at Town
Hall. The door was unlocked. but I couldn’t find anyone
inside, which got me to thinking: If Cornish is in the midst
of a crime wave. shouldn't the Town Hall's front door be
locked when the building is vacant?

I could have walked out with a box of bingo cards. and
probably no one would have known until it came time for
Tuesday night's weekly game.

At the Cornish General Store, the woman behind the
cash register had not heard about the citizen patrols, which
begun Wednesday. “I live in Claremont.” she said.

A co-worker tried 1o explain to her how the citizen
patrollers were supposed 1o operate. When she finished,
the first woman had just one question: “Are they armed?”

Good question.

Bill Wall, u retired Connecticut sheriff’s deputy who
lives near the store, told me that he would follow the police
chief’s marching orders. and leave his .38 Special at home
when he’s out patrolling with his wife. “I'll do whatever
(the chiel) wants,” Wall said. “It’s his idea, and | think it's a
good one.”

It's important to recognize that volunteers are just
serving as the eyes and ears of the community, said Wall,
63.

I shared my qualms with Hackett about having well-
intentioned but untramned residents heading up
reconnaissance missions. The chief assured me that the
volunteers wouldn't be making any citizen arrests. Their
job is 10 “observe, document and report,” he said. I don't
want them to act.”

Hackett said he's not worried about liability issues, which
1 think could arise if a patroller were injured, goes
overboard. or became involved in a traffic accident. But he
agreed that activating citizen patrols is not the same as
hiring additional professionally trained officers. (In some
towns, the county sheriff’s department is hired 10 patrol on
an as-needed basis). “1 can’tafford more professtonals on a
budget of less than $60.000 a year,” Hackett said.

It's obvious Hackett. the town's police chief for seven
vears, and his recruits care about what's happening o
Cornish.

No doubt their hearts are in the right place. | just wonder
about their heads.

¢
Jim Kenyon can be reached at JimKenyon@valley.net



LOOKING FOR
TROUBLE

CoRrNiIsH TRIES CITIZEN PATROLS

allvy Avtns
Scat (9 2007

N CorNisH, about 20 residents have volunteered to go look-

ing for trouble. Our fear is that they're going to find it, and
the town will suffer for trying to expand its law enforcement
effort on the cheap.

Responding to a recent spike in burglaries and other
crimes, Comnish Police Chief Doug Hackett has assembled a
group of volunteers to patrol the town to augment the efforts
of his small department, which includes himself and four
part-time officers. Hackett has taken steps to limit the scope
of the volunteers’ work and minimize the chances they’ll for-
get that they're not professionals: Volunteers will receive
training, but they will be limited to two-hour shifts of day-
time patrolling, and, most important, they'll be instructed to
do nothing more than serve as monitors. If a volunteer sees
something that appears to warrant investigation or a
response, he will be under instruction to do no more than
notify Hackett or one of his officers.

Hackett said the patrollers will “drive around and look for
things that don’t fit in. ... In the middle of the afternoon, you
see someone carrying a TV out of a house to a car, that's
something we're going to check up on.”

Selectboard Chairwoman Merilynn Bourne applauded
Hackett’s initiative as a creative way (o extend the police
department’s reach without further burdening the town’s tax-

payers. COR—

In concept, citizen patrols seem fairly innocuous. In prac-
tice, however, they have the potential for disaster. A volunteer
can be instructed to keep a distance, but what happens if that
person is confronted with a situation that demands immedi-
ate a*~ntion? In some ways, that person’s situation isn't any
difterent from that of any other citizen who would need to
decide whether to intervene. There's one crucial difference,
though: The volunteer is acting in an auxiliary capacity to
the local police department. Would the town then have to
assume liability for the volunteer’s actions? Would the town
have to assume liability if the volunteer were injured? And
even if the volunteer followed instructions and remained
uninvolved, isn't there a possibility that a person committing
a crime would notice the monitor (who will have a cell
phone, a portable radio and digital recorder) and conclude
that he posed a threat to the successful completion of his
criminal endeavor? In that case, the volunteer's level of
involvement would no longer remain under his complete
control.

But even assuming that these concerns are all unfounded,
isn't there a different, perhaps broader, problem with dis-
patching the neighborhood patrols? Yes, this program has
been launched with the best of intentions, but there is some-
thing vaguely unsettling about asking neighbors to keep an
eye not only on strangers but inevitably each other — espe-
cially when the catalyst is a crime wave that consists of a
handful of burglaries and assorted minor crimes.

And, really, if the purpose is to have the police department
notified anytime someone notices suspicious activity, isn't
that what's supposed to happen under normal circumstances?
Why not simply urge the good citizens of Cornish to behave
like good citizens. which is to watch out for (not on) their
friends and neighbors and call in the professionals whenever
they have good reason to believe that something is amiss?



Nicknames lead cops
to alleged vandals

By DAMIEN FISHER  Bernice Johnson CHS album
Staff Writer

Polior armosted two mwn who allegedly vandalized
scctions of the Cornish thonal and Educstional
Amdnﬂm trail and the Cornish Elementary School play

Gunhhl’hllaw g Hackett said Fricay the alleged

’i Cornish 'l'umdvllm N ummi:m

ualddnﬁohmdilbi&

vearold juvenile nmumpllco in well known ns Tall Boy Slim,
Hackott said,

The patir is accused of painting “vulgar obscenities™ in aqun
blus um-nmmv puint on troes and ot bridges along the
trail on the nd of April 16 and 16, The pair also is
aeoused of p alnunf gealfitd on the Cornlsh Elementary School
Gynmusium building knd the school's now play structure. The
ummumdwddnﬂobnnd'l\ﬂlﬂoysum were part of the graffi-

Hackett anid aftor the incident was reported he learned that
the names comn from the movie *8 Mile,
starring rapper Eminems,

“After learning that, 1 thought it would
be a comman " Hackett said.

Because of the connection o a popular
movie, Hackett was afraid he would never
be able to detormine cxactly who used
those nicknimes to defiace the town's prop-

gt numerous aills from residonts about
the incident that led to the arrests and
Hackott credited uu-&"?umwu- |
a I
eta Massey

*We ot # fot of calls right after the inci-
dent, "Hackett said. “One of the callers told us Me Massey goes
by the nickname Chedda Bol”

The play structure, which cost $50,000 now, was built lnst
yeur. Much of the manuy for the eame from residents,
who also contributed lubor to budld the strocturne.

According to Hockett, Massey and the juvenile ca o
than $1,300 in damuge to the tendl, gymnasium and play stroe-
ture.

Massoy, of Trinity Street in Claromont, is due in Claremont
District Court ot June 16 1o be arraigned on two misdemeanor
counts of criminal mischief The juvenile known as Tall Boy
Slim alwo faces two criminal mischief charges




Man dies
in rollover
on Rte. 12A

Police: Car was submerged
in pond for about 16 hours

By DAMIEN FISHER
Stafl Writer

The body of a Lebanon man was discovered
Thursday morning in an overturned Ford
that was partially submerged in
Blow Me Down Pond along Route 124 The car
was likely in the water overnight, police suid.
Authorities thoorize
'@l Cornish Muthew Neily, 27, lost con-
trol of his car arvund 6:30
ﬁ.m. Wednuesday while traveling northbound,
ipped over the guard rail and landed roof
dawn in the pond.
The car came to rest at tho buse of # 15-foot
and was not vivible to pamting
motorists The first report of the accident did-
n't come until 4 Cornish public works employ-
eo sitting in the tall eab of o road grader saw
the car around 10:30 a.m.
Nelly and  his  girlfriend, Elizabeth
Burdette, 26, weore living with her parents in
“West Lebanon and planned to move into a new
house in Claremont this Sunday, she said
Thursday evening bouyht the home lnst
summer, and Nelly had beon working on It in

hll"-acn time.
learned how to fix It as he went”
Hurdotte suid at ler paronts’ home.

The couple mot at a summer camp in 1998,
where they both worked as counselors
Burdette said Noily was o warm person who
always looked out for other people.

“Tho kids loved him,” she said.

Nelly, who worked for Dartmouth Colloge,
with al the bBouss in Claremont Wednesday
evening refinishing the floors and was sup-
E:-nd to hang out with frends afterward,

urdetio said. Thursday morning, Burdette
got a call from Dartmouth saying Nelly had
not shown up for work.

Burdette, who works for the 21C program in
Claremnont, sald she did not have Nelly's
friond’s e number with hor, so she drove
to her Lo soe if the numboer was there,
ThDrMng on nuuu'BI2A toward Claremont

ursday morning, Burdette said she passed
lhoaod&_mmhndldummm Having no
Iuck finding Neily or hix friend, Burdette waus
returning home and aguin pussed the secident
soone.

*I was there when they were pulling him
ml.’ﬂn@auaam.'lnomdnndluwum

The atreteh of 12A where the aceldent
oem:zd 7m noutlyw:t:'uldm duo u;)oluco
nroy pam. on nesday Sgt £
Hackott of the Cornish Pulice Department
responded o & roport of two cars into the

See ROLLOVER - Page A8
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ik i }2& 3zm mu!z; ﬂf the. Hlow %‘ig

mmﬁ while f*;a« was on Wm ‘??wm were nn
: e Lo the thewe velin e ot that
ocation, Hockett suid Just befors palice clossd
the rond. a state salt truck arrived and treate
 pa Lowhieh was the e problen o wiih sl
roported on 124 in-Uornish Wedsnesday night  Matt (’Im;y mngz%&%&m* m ;ﬁﬁx story.
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Cornish Police Chief Gets Award for

By Manx Davis
Valley News Stall Writer

Coexist — Comish Police Chie! Doug
Hackett recently received 8 New Hamnpshire
Congressonal Law Enforcement Award for
vegotuating the peacefu! sorrender of an
armed man who engagad in » five-hour stand-
off and firad a police dusing » domestic dis
pute list year,

New Hampshire's congresaonal delegation
ave Hoackett an “Above and Beyond the Call
of Duty™ awand for amesting Robert Shatney,

who fired several shotgun blasts while ut home
with his wife and three young childeen and laver
saidd that he had hopexd police would Kill him,

Hackett. who hatl no formal trmining in
hostage negotiation, was a childhood friend of
Shatney's. After miking to Shainey for five
bours on the phane, Hackett convincad him 1o
surrender,

“Eversbody has tad dass and | am glad |
wits able 10 help bim come out of 2 bad day,”
Hackett sod 1 an intervew

Comsh Sgt. Corey Stevens, Claremont
Police Sgt. Stanley Aotresski and officer

Willlam Neilsen recerved o “Unit Citation
Awanl” for responding to the scene in
200

Addinonally, Claremons police dispatcher
Chrsstopher McKay tecenved an “Asociate
Service Awanl,” for handling the 911 call
from Shatney’s distranght wife, who smack
out of a hack window with her children and
ran into the pearby soods

Stutney's wife wis “literally bchn‘i‘for
help.™ while on the phone with McKay, Huck-
ett svd, andd the dispatcher convineed ber tn
gt their children out of the home,

‘Surrender Negotiation

“It was extremely moving 0 listen t that
afterward,” Hackett said. “He deserves o lot
of cradit. He got those kids out of the house
walely.”

The awards were presentedd during a cere-
mony Monday night in Concond.

(hhers recerving  recognition  included
Greenland Police Chief Michael Maloney.
who was Killed days before s seheduled
retirement by a sspect doring a drug rasd, and
Manchester police officer Daniel Doherty,
whey was shot five times wiule pussuing i sus-
pect on fooe s survived.

“Ttalwy makes you think that they probably
went into their cafl‘x with the same mmdser we
A with oun.” Heckett said “You pever
know whiat you are going into any more

Coincidentally, Shatney was released from
lm\m and placed on produation the sime day

fackett received his award,

Hackett said the men have spoken once
since the incxdent, and are on gead termm.

“He was the same Bob | remember.” Hack-
ett sl “Bob is u pood guy.”

Mark  Davis can be reached at

vaews com or 603.727.3304,



2015

Celebrate the kickoff of Fire Prevention Week with a

Safety Services Open House
Sunday, October 4
12:00-2:00 pm

Cornish Fire Station
283 Town House Road
Cornish, NH

Eat lunch with members of the fire department, police department, rescue
squad, and more!
Touch our trucks! See our equipment! Ask questions! Get a few
goodies! Free lunch and drinks!

For more information contact:

Chantelle at chantelle.orlen@amail.com or
Dale at dalehlawrence@yahoo.com

Sponsored by the Cornish Rescue Squad serving the communities of Cornish and Plainfield since 1974
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Hanover, Lebanon May Join Forces

Communities
Mull Combined
Dispatch Center

By Jorpan Cuppem
Valley News Stalf Writer

Officials in Hanover and Lebanon
are exploring the possibility of merg-
ing their dispatch centers and creating
one regional communications center
for police, fire, public works and
emergency medical services calls.

Doing so could result in cost sav-
ings while providing better service to
residents in Hanover, Lebanon and all
of the towns the Hanover Regional
Communications Center currently
contracts with, Hanover Town Man-
ager Julia Griffin and Lebanon City
Manager Shaun Mulholland said re-
cently.

Whether that would indeed be the
case, though, and just what a potential
merger could look like, will be at the
center of a feasibility study an outside
company will undertake soon.

“There are economies of scale that
they can take advantage of ... and
there are demonstrated examples
where this works,"” Mulholland said,
pointing to his experience as a former
police chief in Merrimack County,
which has a sheriff’s department that
uses a regional dispatch system. much
like the Grafton County Sheriff’s De-
partment.

VALLEY News — JENNIFER HAUCK

Hanover Regional Communications Center Communications Coordinator Doug Hackett, left, speaks with Dan Ventola
of Consolidated Communications on Thursday in Hanover. Officials In Hanover and Lebanon plan to contract with an
outside company to assess a potential merger of the Lebanon and Hanover dispatch centers. Ventola was doing work

for the fire department.

In addition, “we think it might en-
hance the quality of service we pro-
vide," Griffin said, “but time will
tell.”

Mulholland and Griffin are finaliz-
ing the document that details the
scope of the project and then will put
it out to bid. The project asks a firm to

review Hanover and Lebanon's exist-
ing communications systems and
come up with the pros and cons of

See Disparch — AT0

The conversation about merging
the dispatch centers came in June
at a quarterly meeting of Upper
Valley municipal managers, Sev-
eral topics are mulled in those
meetings, with an eye on ways (¢
regionalize services.

“It is always wise to look at your
options and examine whether effi-
ciencies can be implemented,
said Doug Hackett, the communi-
cations coordinator with the
Hanover Regional Communica.
tions Center. “The goal here is tc
offer better service to officers
firefighters and the public. What.
ever it takes to do that, I'm open tc
looking at.”

Jordan Cuddemi can be reachea
al jeuddemi@ynews.com or 603
727-3248.





