CORNISH HISTORICAL SOCIETY

VERTICAL FILES ON-LINE, PART |

The Cornish Historical Society has embarked on a lengthy project to digitize the vertical files at the
History Center. In this way, the files will be available to everyone without having to visit the Center.

The files contain important documents for Cornish History, especially on a more modern level.
Basically, non-book items, newspaper/periodical articles and pamphlets are included.

Inclusion for digitization is subjective in that certain material has been excluded. Items relating to
Cornish Colony artists for example, covered in Footprints of the Past, have been included selectively.
Items with great coverage have focused on representative articles and there may be cases where all the
vertical file material should be consulted. Other exclusions include correspondence and auction
photographs of works for sale.

This is still a work in progress and we would welcome any suggestions for improvement

Because the file is so large, covering well over six hundred pages, we have had to divide it in half.
There is a limit to the MG size that can be uploaded to the town website. What follows is Part I.

To search, use Control-F. For Mac users, Command-F
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Nancy Wightman, Kathleen Welker

"Wightman trained as a
nurse, but did not enjoy the...
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_ ETINBIDE

Cornish
Sculptor
Dies

Lawrence J. Nowlan Jr.,
of Cornish, works on a
12-foot-tall clay sculpture
of 1939 Heisman Trophy
winner Nile Kinnick
in his Windsor studio
in November 2005.
Nowlan died Tuesday
of natural causes.
VALLEY News
— Davio M, BArreoa
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The Taps. Rilldas Fnase

¥aen Corulsl wem firat Aettled by Zapillier frol Massachiestie 2ns
vormecklicut 1o 4763, it wae leid ouk as & 25,500 asre bewn, aharksssd by
then aolodinll Govermor Beowfred Woatworkh, lakter sugceedsd by nis mepisw John
wWontworth. Kemning grante | Bebalf af Tins George YOV, khe iaed w0 A
Group of propnletors who B shares 13 the prepristorahip. "he land waw
divided loto 100 acte luid; whlch were kban divifed into hidsks af 2% acre
vazowla; the basic unitu of ownaranip.

Tha srea now caulled cornisb ¥lat wae 4in the wevertt rasge, reocond divisdon
and wag the properby off Klfes Kertindals. mertiodale wes ooe of the
szaprietore and an oarly weattlisc as walls o Mifse Earvindsls (d. 1846) im
maried i% Lhe Cormiek Fise Cazetery. O Jume 23, 1318, Eprtindsie sold ai
acozes friwm bis 100 aore 1ot ko MEward Yisball.

Biward ¥iibazl f{n. 1783; Bradford Nes :at!;n-“ fd 1745, Bgrek
Eanrnol. m:ba., 1L was o moldier im Coli, tuncth‘t,&q ‘lll;‘; n deptexber "
L3719, thed u?@qm b ks Lnberasting o note '.:Jm-.: &%y TTGH &
pazh of wras Fachusatie was ‘nuerporsied again iv L81C Wien it was
phirt of Rockingbss County, ¥9: einve 1524 it hom nosn 3k of T ITorough

denahy, Ni. Although Xisball died in Corpisb ‘n 3824 bis durinl plece has
st been lusatid.

e anle ©Ff the propavty is cocuzrdsad in tha dosd dated Anpil 24, 1815 in the
tuidzds offics of Choeaize County et Seana; ¥ew Hawpshirs [Corniek was &
town Ao (herkire Commiy befone tha croation of Sulliven County. ALl desds
thal wers reqintered peioc to 'ka ﬁ-utma are found in the Tnadtirs cenohy
Fegpxdal. ha 1375 trsonfer was ko %113/ e;m Atwood. &ince the Town: Elmtory
reconds Eimball's deskh a2s 104, tha recond of tio deed traneter Lw
&pprraatly pasthiucue.

Cipt. William Atwood (27908850 came o Cernleh ip THAG Sxac Pelhen, Hew
Eeepunitn whetn So was durn. e wes sacpivd to Elizaksth (o Klirz) Eail in
1759, sta aledt o 1831 and ke macried agsin; ¥oa. 3etasy {(tylerd ®ing 4o
1534, Atwood tame from e Tpnily of Slockemdbie.. Fie titls od Japkain ie ne
doult Berived from a aocsissianr dn the New Zeupakixe M) Ria,  Sazaish wan
purks of the TA¥tecath Smgizert of New HSampebips B/ 7ikis 23d Nad Ehies
ssygneiea) ohe was srtll ery and two were infarbiy. he Plftcoath Begimount
wite alx othors 2ade up the yifin Ericuihf ird. elgton of Bew Haﬁ.#him
cvaaph Seom LB2T to RSN



Awaed probakiy Sallt tah hoawe now ownRd by Chariae Alkan @8 well 8 an
sfleorpt Rrisd whop. rioet hleckemith whig In Cormdel (K8 GOnger
axhusel, Fals shop war the lecatton of & pumber of plackmmiths LaslGding
wmong obheres Shiiiman telbuci, dameel Scorbutuc sod dharles dbacteVeub. The
ternieh Eirtory zosorde (VOL. 3. B7 | RBL 5o 8k acils *..eshe bweo aloxy
dwelling nouse 3t ke avath end of the Cowmds.* Toe <aly other tws abery
butlaeng zouth of bha comion iR khe oné revently owned L¥ Davall Samddaca
and thak nocse in known b bave bees 2olit by snothen eerly ssbbfler Nawion
walitrlenay-

it Lo puscibis Toab the bouse wap nullb dnm 1805 ar 1316. Sincc dhe dedd weu

rocozded dn LOLY, dne wight sesume that tke JSTumERtaiion oF Ghe Rooafer

precaeded thw copRtrneticn. On the: other band 4t ie sips puselilv thet boe

faphatn Say bave beoh sagualsted Wit Colnuel ¥iildaw ARkt oF Hozuawen. Weo
¥ - L i . o B2 e - e L fa e

Ty e R Tk (e

merrind Denxy Could{l1810~1906] Io LRIiS. Ewary Golld apperegtly recEived phe
boves frow Bie fethcr-de-lsw. Mvnry wod Sevnb Gould guve the property fo tha
muatud Bapidps Convestlom in 1900 end it wam Ssoded ©r Rhem oo ogde desth in
adane.

' ]

Th veoparsy remslnad iy the owperenig OF the Biptiale and o & tive wae
The pErRONLge .

tn Ruverners 1540, Ghe Hew Zampenirs Ssgoisc fuoloty Gecded fLhe rnpeniy o
Makisl Arguety Basls whg pold ik until iks plechans in Apcdl 1972 by fudan
WAVit vEn RARNSOLESS .



Cemetury at 4 Cropcrery Rd., Samish, B

| %ave Ived 1o the house at £ Crowmary Rd for 33 years, 2rc have often wondered
abows the szl cometery o the property.
teonting 2 graves:  Franses Jerette Atwood, 183Z-1847, and her sicter, Rhonda
Marla Atwooe, Z830-1848,
As %zr as [ can cotarming, oo house, bullt by Lumen Mitchell ia J882, is the first
house o the propasty. Wiy are these 7 greves there, slone??
| got ot my Combs® Fistary, Vol I, pages 7 & B, and looked up ‘Atwood”..1 found

1} Willam (3)Aswood Uashug 2, lonmdheother af Joshu
severteenth child of Joshua 2+d Vebitable (Sova} Atwoed
Pellham. He care to Comilsh Fat about IR where e g _ A
blacksmith; and built the brick shop silL standing {2903), Heﬁ!edm 7, 1BAL,

Z)wilTamid)Atwood (Willam,, loshug 4, Jehnll, eidest son and third child pf
Willlam and Elizadeth (<ol laowoord ; baw Sepe 35, 1836 and dlagip Gorham, 1853,
Ke foliewed his Tather' s trare of blacksmit™ 'mg most of his ey wed Now, 25, 1828,
Rhoie Jackson of Comish, dau. OF Caipt. Perer and Loy (o ter] Jeckson.

His childrer: Mehitable ¥, b. Sept 1829; Rhoda Maria, b Dec, G 1833, 4. Uiy a7,
L848; Fromces Janeite, b May 28, J832, 4. Aug. 20, 1847; Danled lackson, B, May 28,
2833, becamne 7 'awve, 0 Dec. 12, 1861,

! thew: looked ' Comiss Mistery, Vol |, pages 185286, Backsniitis.

At the Flat was Capt, Willlam Atwood.  He carve from Paltem, MK 2o Cort'shn
IR11.  He buik the brlck sacp thet Is still used s Slocksmith shon (1903). Hegid
g large business 422 ng, eployiag severa” dilferest young man who became
skilled werkmer 11 4% trade,  He continued st 2rs condil age and InTmity
compeied Bim tasetive,  Tiis shod has since et used by scores af men of this
teade, and the property kos dranged owners many Unies

Wiilliam Atwone, Jr. Worked at this trade 25 Ie At opst of the Fat, and
aferaardy
bulht a shop on the sie aow ocoupied bythe Comist Criomary,  This shdp wirs used

MEny Yoars ang was then tirs down

The Comish Croamesy weas bollc in 1888

Whatls now Creamery 7d was the original Rt 320 "back inthe days’

Amast 30 yeas passed Between Uhe deth of Willlam Abwoad, le. wid the uliding
ef the Creameny, and 0o dete s given wheo the hlacksmith shop was Gim
dowes. . was '3 torn dowe to bulid the Creamen 77 No ane knows, but it Coes answer
why the twe gins are bured whece they are...
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Thursdsy, September 15,1983

T Ellsworth Atwood

OBITUARIES
Blloworsh | o st

Arwood
ey S Ao, £8.
ﬂ‘-m_:m E'Ia;.:dtu! vk
&t Rewport Eoaplind, He was
biee o Bsskmsitowa, N, 7, ,
Blgecds 18, 1000, mg of
Chred K, s 1IN E,

sl of Wi Wia, iy wifs,
Elefe M, (W e} Afwiood,
dfed Bapt 13, 1980,

Yie ves w0 srbenobile
meshiatic &nd opexiad a
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In Memoriam bDackoien

Walicr Alan Backwien B0 died at hanx on Deamber 2 Bom in
Reckville, Contccricy! on Deember 8, (02 hew.  son od Walter Pasd
sl Benha (Mla Backnfen,  Barly work espenwence was foutd n his
laltwre mem ind grocery busine  He grdunted ¢ saledivtorian from
R kvilie Migh Schon! In lune ol 1943 intlelned to s wipesbh academsc
faculy. entered the Massaclmsett  Insutme o Technology wishin doys and
soun calisted mthe LS Novy  In l-ebruaty of (946 he waduated from
Ml with an Ensigne cvamuuon and o Bachdor ol Scamoe degree in
Mo allargy By Sepumber 1046 he w back 2t MIT 5 2 gradunie
sudeninarucor m the Depaniem of Metallurgy. 1n 1950 he macsted
Ellzubeth tlib) Wood Warmm ol Ominge Massachusetts, and received lils
dixroate with un Jppoinunmnt us Assigant Prolessor tn the Depirtineny of
Mcrallurpy

Neat ctme twenty=tive years of {eaching. research, puhtishung, and
consubmg 10 indusiry and government winle hving sn debightlu} old
Marbichead, Mazmachuscns Mo dmged now oounes aml o twew
laboratory, lound greal students and spomsurs. became recopised for
I idging theary and prctic over 4 wide range of real-tle problems— from
awstomiely  dampings to wsth spedic tmplants and the Stsr Wars defense
s 14—ang wdvanor ta tenured il Profe we of Metallutyy and Materals
Science. e belonged 10 the Amencan  Instituie o Mining ond
Metallurmeal Engmeess and ihe \uenican Socwty for Metals and Matenals
and was clected 1o membezsup i Tau Beta Pyand “gma Xy the was the
hest m hus field <0 maene us throe principal achieverient aw ds  bor
wachmg (Brulley Stoughiton Swanl, 1958), wesrarch (Huwe Medal, 1063),
s professinal Leadership (Campbell Lectuser, 1973 He was 3 popular
sueaker tn ha professton  und propecred as a populsr science keciuter on
llve television for the Bedgling Chunnel 2 of Busion (it broadeasting from
the roller skattng nnk ucros Mass Ave. from MIT

A papet he wrote m 1964 on “superplasiaty idenulied the anlny of
metals, temporinly pven a near nsno-sxe gom sructure to behave like
silly pinty  Thar paper wao recognlzeel lor its seimmil 1ntluence on 3 now
butge ming  glohal inddustsy 48 an  Intemiational  Conletence  on
Superplasticlty held i1 Chengly Chma, 1n Jupe of 2006. A Gardon
Lanlerence at Kimball Unton Aculemy intmducess hiro to the Uppe Valley
undd Dartgouth Collegy ds 4 sehbaiieal site  Fiere e waote a hook on his
techitical specully Defomution 'tucesang, 1n 3 sysiems analyns conico
ths redefmed an anceny fiedd for modern Lunes and wawe bun the letsore
w rllea on uld nterots v ather sahjects. This eventunlly hrought him
hack to the area with bt unfalingly suppontve wili where the (wo af
theny togeih s wrmed il old ¢ 4790) Willum Gaer alaer in Ex
Plainlicld o Hll Fantt to matoge o square mile or s0 ol unpogel
woodlands, preserve u brosd cross-section of period outbuikbings and
socessory sirututes and grow apples (ebout 30 anmgue varieties?
blueharies and Chinsnizs 1rees for seli-serve customen He was e fust
10 «peak of “Mhsueyficotion as the 1rend iy such veatuns, ao mater whai
Willlam Safite suvs.

A protacd high-stakes law sug wish o Chire wmzs tm customer who
fell on 1y ground had 4 silver limng for New Humnpulite Lamier as 1 clx
Fmally dismissed wih prejudice agatust 1he plantidl. e pubhicity
prompied Governar Meldtim Thottson 10 remind  the  tie ol an
Jpparently longotien Liw pasad m his admuusiration that studded Grmen
from whitnsical stnts of tlis Jand lts protesion lor diligent (smers has
been  recogmzed ever sine.

In punncrship with b wile be thso ran an Anencan ut and antijues
hogn  1ha uncovered the Battlent-Kimbull Grule of Queen Anne style
New Humpshire lumnure-naking (rom cu. 1760 1o 1820. lo share 1he
eclectiv mix of vew tnlormution this pmduced the Lotd Tinkaly Pester
Pras wa lounded in 1988 The roult was new chrenology und
resuriwitlons for old discovencs. an invigorated markel, and more
yuantietive anolysia among furmiture cunnoisseurs

With a kaock lor problenisotvmg ani help from masvelous hbrartans
al Danmoulh College—ahe yewdl m the crown of 1he College—he turnadl
up other untapped prmary sowices in New Hampshilte bisiory tht becaine
wore grl 1 (o1 1w Lard Timothy Deater Press. Studies of tecent interesl
sddmyed culy Amevican femient and mamal teruluv m New
Hompshise  the New Hampshie inmtason on & pemoval-nght
intespretation of the Second Amendmen miss hysteria m Enficlds Shaker
culture, the proper comext of the facful Claremont school-fuding
concoveryy, and the professiorm) experence and lamily life of Menden
New Mampshined greurs eardy physida, folk-antst  and  soclol
commuiator, Ellss Frst  Details on these and other discoveries e be
found vn-linc at loadimathwlenierpress.com  In unly tecem days he wa
apjrosched]  about noviewing books and evaluwating amds  bong
considered for publication w the Jourmal of Amencan Hisiory  Ideas
itngued lem He had no panence wath idenlogmes

lie kaves b wile. 2 bmiher, Alhar H B kolen of Geeendie ld
Massachusens. and two  foriir siswms $olores Hooounn of Rockvitle
Comneeticat am! Livs Shelly of Bellenre Flothla,  There will be no
sernco  His ashe will be watered ot HIl Farm Conirthutions i bi
tnem Ny muy be rusde to the Lipper Vallev Humane Sociexy (300 O4d Roue
t0. Enlicld N 03748) when: hie found his law deas cus Donh uind
Whitey. For anv wito do it share his entinisun for cats, so better
Mermunve chanty would be the Danmoath College lubrary Sestem, 0
are ol Julic Blun, Baker-Berry Lihrary, Dammwuth College, Rox 6023
Hinover, NI 03749,
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Jean Duval, Lorraine Brasseur



John Rand, Polly Rand
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Robert Barrett

The glass
house saga: ;5§

Arthur Quimby
helps unravel
an old Cornish
mystery

By Michelle McDonald
See page C-3
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Blow-Me-Down






Suddon Desth of the Well.-Enown
Lowyor.

Glisrlan C. Boaman, tho well-known N
Ixwyez aud mamber of tho law Qrm of
Evarts, Clionte & Beaman, dled aud-
denly from beart dimemse, Saturduy
mmiu%', a! his bome, No. )| Esat
Foriy-fourtli-st , Now York. Mr.
Besman bad beon ill aiuce Wednes-
day. He leaves s widow and four
childroy,—Mrs. Edward Holmea of
1luaton ; digzes Holon wad Margurel
Beanan and Wiliimn E. Beawman.

Cliarles Cotesworth Beaman wau
born at Houlton, Xo., May 7, 1840,
Ho was tho son of @ Cougrogational
ministar, the 1ov. Chnrles C. Benittan
aurl hiz mnther'a umwldon pame was
Mary A. Stasy. Ue was Fudnulcd
tzom Harvard in the clags of ‘61, aod
far thres yoars e taught whool in
Muorhlohead, Mase.

{lo next outored the Harvard Law
Schoul, bul left it at the cud of two
yenrs, to hecomo tho private sacrotory
of 1", 8. Seuator Churlea Sumner. fu
this placs and us clurk of the Sepale
Commitioa ov 3 orcign RRelutions, he
epout several years in Wwshington,

It was while lio was associsted with
Mr. Sumper thot his aftuntion was
directed 1o the Alubama Clnima cvn-
troversy, nnd ultor au oxhaustive
stnedy of ity bo wvote in 1871, »T'L
Nationn] aud Private Alabama Claijma
ood Thele ¥itts] and Amleable Seitlo-
mant.” Tho fullowing year rasidant
Grau! appointed him anlicitor Tor the
United States bofurs the Genoera Tri-
bunut of Acbiteation.

1t was in 18G8 that Mr. Boampn
tesiguuil lhis plages ar Washington
and cama fo New Yurk (o begin the
practica ol law. [z 1822 e foruwd
a partnerahip with Edwaed Nicoll
Dickerann. i famnns natant inwyor,

with tha firm name of Dickersoy
& Nonman. Ona yoar later bLe mar-
viod tho daughtor of William M.
Evarts, bnt it waa not until 1870 thut
e dissolved tho Hlrmn, fy order that he
might outor that of Evarta, Southmayd
& Choata. In 1884 the firm Locams
us It [a ot pressut, Evarts, Cloate &
Reaman. At the tima of bhis death
Mr. Bearngy was tho netivs inomber.

Ju 1887 Alr, Bosinan was chosoy
ono of tho overssern of 1farvand Gai-
vorsity (o serve aix yeara, aud fo thi
post hu was ra-olsctod. From 1883 to
1885 hu wns president of tha Hurvarid
Club In New York. His otber elubs
ore the Cuntury, Uuiversity, (iniou,
I'loyors, Rockaway Hunt, Comuun-
wealth, Mendsissshn (i leo and Ualoy
Leaguo. Ha was vice-presidont of tha
Bar Associution avd the New Bogland
Suolety.

Mr. Jeamnnu wua a man odf the ?ifila-
est position pomun!l aud wocinlly,
wbir:pro(hmonnily bi ronkod nmong
{the mi0st enccassful lawyers. Tluring
bis connection with the (frm of varta,
}Chonta & Bommaz lo rarely nppearod
in court. He was tho comultiog mam-
Lar, and many of the firm's greut
cnses uwa fhelr sucoessfu! detdrinina-
tion to him.

Alr. Bewman owued u fwm in
Cornizh, just mcrom thse Conoeeticul
river fcom Windsor, whera tho Evarts
summer Loma is sltuated.
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Anlique Dealers, Collectors Pay

$14.3.000 At Cornisli Auction

Blow-Me-Down, Beaman
By Sih LEAVITY
Vulley News Staff Writer

CORNISIL — Anlique dealers
and collectors from {wo nalions
tt in fotding chuirs beneath
a canvns canopy and qnietly
thelled out $143,000 Eridny at
e tirst of six zuctlons to sell
olf the James Campbell lewis
cullection,

A\ similar amount of money
I5 expecied to change hiands
ttiny, said auctloneer William
\ Smith of Plainficld, 2 fonnecr
sichiool teacher who now heads
he syndicate which bought the
warly Amerlcan antlyue collee-
wn, one of tho finest in the
sunufry.

Aller today's sale, Smith will
hold tour more days of auction
July 21-24 1o sell the remalning
anliques from the 1.000-acrc cs-
tute off RL 12A, whore Camp:
thell, an cecentric mlllfen.
alre reciuse, lived 25 years be-
ggrc his dexlh List summes at

store than a third of the mon-
ey paid oul in Friday's six
hours of auctiou went for ten
15th century Quecn Anne [thode
Isiond chatrs, sold for a totsl
$53,600. One of Ihe set, the only
arm chair, hrought $15,000,

51,600  Haul

An nnonvmous New Yark
dealer bought nine of the chairs
far S50,600.

Other top  prices hrought
amony the 100 {tema sold Fri-
day were for a Queen Anne
chest-on-chest, $9,000; hickory

\
)
v
r——

MR Ay
und piue writmg chale, 26 000,
ond a carved Amerlcan cagle,
£5.000.

Smith  satd  anather Queun
Amgte arm  ciune amd an t8ih
century  Mussuchusells  blovk
front ¢hest, buth museum quul.
iy picces, ure expected to bring
top dollar in tmlay’s auction,
scheduled o im fram 16 u.m.
unlil the next 300 pleces are
sold.

Mest of the G0O.plus peoplt
who tlurned ot inr Friday's
sale puid ltlle attentlen W the
picturesyne view of Vermont's
Mount Asculney across the riv-
es from the rolliug cstate.
Those In the shade of the can.
oy puld ciose wailentivn W
Smith’s quiel auclioncer's paf.
ter, scrlbbling in  lheir catu.
lognes and makin2 the harely
perceptidle heal nod g and Itand
muvemenis hy which oaly the
mencyed buyer signals his bid,

Curlous Awed

On the f(ringe of the crowd,
however, some harticularly hizh
hids brought notses of awe and
shuffling amang the local spee-
laturs.

One husky nebive In the gui.
fery turned to his friend and
remarked, I'm aul of the bll-
ding. ! spent my dotlar on
lunch."

A policeman hod an amimated
discusslen with another onlook-
er, then turned away and mul-
foced, ") they con't afford the
$3 catalogue, they shouldn't le
here.”

Beyond the main estate house
aml the canopy beside %, vehi-
ees from notionnl moving com-
panies stood in the parking lot,
wilting to carry off a valuahle
purchase to the buyer's desti-
natlon.

Autos In the lot carried reg.
Istratlnr; plales from New Eng-
land, New York, Neow Jeraev

naitish Coluinbig...

Yay

A deleeation af the inlerest
U Lewls enllegtign is that
dealers, collecinrs and  speetne
tnrs Friday morning paid o to
tal $1,700 for the privilege of
previewing the ilems to be sohl,
The money was donnted to the
Lubanun Retional Tralning Ceu-
tee for hnndicapped youngsters,

Smith and utine other men.
furmed in 3 corporation known
as JCL Inc., bought the con-
tents of the cstute in February
f;i a half million dollars.

B3cesuse  the collection uf
eurly Americana coutdn’t be ine
sured in [ull, the group split
It up antn simaller collectlons,
stored them in various safe
i ces, wnd fioully it all-risk
insuepnce from Lloyds of Lon-
don,

Il the remaining five days
of auclion keen pace with the
opening dgy. JCL Ine. stands
0 gruss mure thin  S300.000.
vr 360 per cent of (ts orlginal
investment.

smith alsn « 4 member of
anpther consostium  which re.
certly bupght the Lewis real
eatute at a quurter million doj-
Jurs.

Lewis, a rezirted corporutiun
exccutive, spenl a lifetime col
lecting rare and valuable an-
tiques. 1§is wile, also a noted
collector of and expert uu an
Liguos, was Known in her carl-
lor years 18 o New Yotk dress
designer, credized with the cos.
tuntes for “Gune With the
Wind."

Toward the end of his e,
Lawis rarely was scen by neighe
bors in Cornish, Yreferringt to
remais al his mansion hejunid
locked doors,

Ite kept huniers and Lisher-
men off his proper:®, evea ok
Inpg ads th local newspapers (o
threaten  prosecution  of frvs
passers,

< (_«LG-J*-.Q
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Opera North, Blow-Me-Down Farm

COURTESY

Blow-Ma-Down Fami at St. Gaudens Nationa) Hisiorie Site In Comish. The danca hall and casino are seen m this Nalkonal Park Service photograph

Opera North selects architect for Blow-
Me-Down Farm preservation project

CORNISH — Opera North
has selected archilect R. Andrew
sarthwalte, AIA of the Norwich,
Vermont-based firm Haynes
& Garthwaite to undertake the
preservatlon and rehabtlhation of
the historlc Charles C. Beanan
House at Blow-Me-Down Farm in
Cosnish.

Under an agreement forged last
suinmer between Opera North and
the Nalional Park Service, Opera
North is responsible for stabiiiz-
ing and repalring the Beaman
farmhouse, parts of which date
to the late 1700s. in order to adapt
the building for future use as a
base for Opera North's activlties
at Blow-Me-Down Farm,

“l partlcularly value 1the
buiklings and landscape of New
England and seck to reinforce
the sense of place in each deslgn
and look lorwaird to returning the
Beaman House to its foriner life
as a center of music, performiance
and dellght,” Garthwaite said in a
press release.

‘The first phase of Garthwalte’s
work will address issues related to
the current condltlon of the build-
Ing and the preservation of the
historic site, including improv-
Ing drainage, repairlng deterlora-
tian, and inaking It move weather-
resistant. The scope of Lhe work
will alsc include addressing ADA
compliance 10 make the bullding
safer 10 use for all members of the
public.

Phase ‘I'wo af (he project wlil
focus on reviewing and updat-
Ing systems. Including vlectrical.
plumbing and roofing, as well as

lirvitoed Intorine ronales

An Upper Valley native,
Garthwalte
Haverlord College and the Yale
Unlversity Schoolof Architecture,
He worked In London for the
renowned British architect
John Simpson before returning
1o the Upper Valley as partner
in Haynes & Garthwalie. The
firm works with a wide variety
of clients and projects, with spe-
cial affinity for the local histo-
rles and material culture of New
Hampshire and Vermont towns.
Recent projects Include compre-
hensive renovations of the 1928
Federsl-style Dartmouth Cotlege
President's Residence. the res-
toration of the Lyme Academy
exterior to its 1838 appearance
and fthe rehabilltatlon of the inte-
rlor for use as an historlca! soci-
ety museum and community arts
center (winner of the 2002 New
Hampshire Preservatlon Alliance,
Preservation Achlevement
Award).

The firm niso handled the res-
toration of two important Cornish
Colony artisis’ resldences, includ-
ing a classical house, studio,
gardens and grounds designed
by Charles Platt in 1896, using
the same materlals, details and

Is a graduate of

are delighted that he has joined
our exciting next chapter at Blow-
Me-Down Farm."

Blow-Me-Down Farm, adjacent
to the Salnt-Gaudens National
Historic Site, was the hisloric
home of Charles C. Beaman, a New
York City lawyer responsibte for
bringing Augustus Saint-Gaudens
and many others to Cornish. The
result was the Cornish Colony, an
extraovdlnary group of visual art-
ists, writers, architects, landscape
designers, musicians, and others
who lived and worked in Cornish
and nearby Plalnfield from 1885
until 1935. The group Included
such notable beople as Maxfield
Parrish, Ethel Barryniore, Percy
Mackaye, Ellen Shipman, Paul
Manship. Charles Adams Platt,
nnd novelist Winston Churchill.

Opera North Is a premier pro-
fesstonal summer music festival
of the Upper Valley. Founded
In 1982 and based in Lebanon,
New Hampshire, It is the only
full-time professional opera
company In the tri-state area of
Vermont, New Hampshire and
Maine. Summerfest 2018 - Opera
North's 36th season - will run
July 13 to Aug. Il and will fea.
ture an immersive circus-themed

themes as'the orlgind topreserve ~ show. “Singers & Swhigers,” at

and - honor Platt's ‘work” while ™

Accommodating newnges 1

In making the announcement,
Generai Director Evans Haile
said, “In addition to hls commit-
ment to the natural and built land-
scape ol the Upper Valley and his
award-winning results, Andrew

has devoted tlme to talent to many
hictiarieal nroiects tn the area. We

Blow-Me-Down Farm in Cornish,
{wo. mainstage productions -
Offenbach’s “Tales of Hoffmann”
and Rossini's “Barber of Seville”
— al [ebanon Opera House, and
a series of cancerts at landmark
locations around New Hampshire
and Verinont. For more details,
visit at www.peranorth.org or
call (603) 448-1111.










CORNISH FAIR

Cornish Fair

See digital vertical file, available on the CHS collection page at the town website
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Jean K. Burling was a N.H. “first’

8y MARGO HOWLAND
CLAREMONT. N.H. —
Whien:Blainf)eld altorney Jcan
K. Burling was aamed Specia|
Justice o! the Claremont
Distiict Couft in'Aprill 1979, It
'(T. ‘n New [fampstilte.
[ " .

Altbugh othery
been aamed io zhc m

in New and *‘com-
mitted bimsell to [finding

ualiled women I5 i}l the-ag:

palotments **

Bot until Gallen's office
cantacjed her about an ap-
palnt@ent 1o e bench, she
ald "'l !bé nevér glvem it a

munlelpal codrt, they webe jmgﬁfpn'ty ?m e v‘v';:
‘nol “Mrs. Was  ope her’ hoshimd, Ay, Petes
{he Mirst womasi'judge [0 New  Birlifig, haid been “actively
Hampshire, interested in'' ond bad o fact

"There were na judges ot
all who were bath alloroeys
and women,”' she ooted in a
recent bnterview,

Shorily after Mrs. Burllng's
appalntment. Gov. Hugh
Gallen appointed Patricia
McGee as a special Justice ol
the Exeter District Court
This year be appointed Linda
Dallanis, Naalwa, ag the first
woman superior judge In New

uﬂm Vemont has
no women judges at any level
of the court — a lack which
recrived ravewd altslion in
Vermon! newspapers when
President Reagan appainied
Arizona Judge Sandea D.
Q'Canroe Lo the United States
Supreme Court Soon
alteswards, Associste Justice
Robert W, larrow s wed
tls retirement (ronrthe—high
oourt benohi!

Cov. Richard Snelling, wha
has already appainied mare
judges in Vermoat—than any
other chlei executlve, an-
sounced hat he waoted o see

applia cing
lawyers, as well as jodges, in
considering Justice luarrow’s

Judge Burling sald that
Gallen was concerned about
the abeence ol wemen Judges

deen nominsted for, by lhe
Execotive Coencil.

That nomination was veloed
by lame:duok Republican
Gov. Meldrim Thomsaa, and 8
sort of slandodl ensued, ®ith
the counctl refusing to con-
firm any of Thomson's ap-
pointments and the deparling

Mustng to approve
any the codnell
numlnnUom

When Gallea look office,
Jean Burling said. it was
assuined thal the appaintment
would come op again. The
vaany was beaose of a
rellrement held by a member
of Burling'n taw {lem. In
which Albert D, Leahy Jr. was
3 memher and e presiding
Judge, ‘‘and (hese thinge tend-
ed to flow {rom one member
of the llrm W another.””

But tnstead ol approving
Burling:Gallen’s offlce called
(o say the govervor w:mled to
ume a wmm—hd‘e
he wonted lo appoint Jun
l:urling. That i5, If she wanted
I

“The governor'a office
made il clear 1o us thal it was
up lo us o decide. it was n
very difficolt position (o be
placed Ini** Jean Birling
rocallcd, Iaughing

They gave It some thoughl,

she said, “and | acorpied the

posilion 1 was agproved by .
the coppcll and thal was

. that"

Unlike ber husband, Jean
Biling [s Aot a member ol Jip
firm of Léaby & Deéfinlt: e
mactices liw by berself la
Plainfieid.

MHat deciston, she said, wan
one reachied atler a cop-
amoant of
oboutl hushindand-wile law
flems pncuclng (ogether.
One of Lhe factors which was
comidered in the
decision; she sald, was that if

ope smembex, ibould leave —

lbe law [inm woold lose two
lastesd of one — a sizpble loss
to a five-member law (Inn,
*In 1973 there were no
bostmnd-and wife law firme In
New Ham . None of us
hed any experlonce with I(. 1t
was felt by othery (n the firm
that It wasan
were not ready foc,” she said,
“It*s worked out very well. |

they Claremant

flnd 1 wurt etter on ray awn
(1] m
Mait dmflcl Judgés ld Nev
Bnmhue are part-lime
. Tl;c vas| ma}crm{l of dis
¢} JUdges are part-time ap
poli‘mmu"bl hpn low prae
. This enabies thi=m (0 c00
 (helr 5w practice 9ith ;
spoclal fustice to’ end'A hant
tn earryisig on thie doties of Ui
coord:* Jadge Butﬂng,uld

The state law provides fol
three calegories of disirie
jodges: presiding jnsuce
azsociete justice, and specia
justic. Toe leglilatire es
tabli hes whick towns and dis

wrictr tovewilcdjodge; ax
mos( have a presiding Jmuu
and elther a special or at

fate fustice
Judge—Burling s azsignes
one day per week, usual!
Tuesdays, to preside it
©Olstrict Coart, o
(ifls in on other daya tha
Judge Leaby lsn't avallable
























For Peter Burling - Elections see Vertical File at History Center
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It’s share and share alike with Cornish surplus vehicles

By RUTH ROLLINS
Contributing Writer

CORNISH — A surplus mili-
tary vehicle has been pressed
inig_service by the Cemetery
Department, allowirig {or easy
transport of needed equipment.

When the departmentslost its
town velicle in ra fire, im-
mediately afte)wvotersthad Keld
their annual Town Meeting in
March, Police Ghief Philip
“Joc" @ggood shared a four-
wheel drive Dodge Army vehi-
¢le that had orily 20,000 miles
on il that he had dcquired
through a:government surplus
program:

Osgood has made good use of
the vehicle in the pasi. and at
one time was able to travel a
mile off one of the town's high-
ways into the woods where he
confiscated 418 marijuana
plants that had a value of be-
tween $2,000 and $3,000 each.
The traveling could not have
been done with the Cornish
police cruiser.

*Just two weeks after ! got
the truck. it was possible to
confiscate a million dollars
worth of drugs,” said Osgood.

The vebicle was obtained
through a program tliet is
aimed at getting drugs off the
market and had to Be kept by

Police Chief Joe Osgood
has purchased several
pieces of equipment for
the town at practically ng
cost to taxpayers through
the government surplus
program.

Osgood for ah 18:monthi period,
during which time it was siip-
posedito bewsed fora drug bust.
of some soirt by the Pelice Do-
partment:

Though the vehicle Is being
used hy the cemetery sexton,
Jdack Rock, in the Cemetery
Department, it must always be
available to Osgood's depart-
ment if needed.

Osgood has also acquired #n-
other of these vehitles for his
department. These vehicles
could be used by any town
department in a crisis situalion
in which town vehicles could
not reach an aren.

He hus purchased several
other pieces gf iequipment for
the to\gn ab practicdlly no codt
to taxpayors ‘through tha gov-
ernment suvpluy  program,
pic'kinF up the wehicles wnd
items (rom warehouses at mili-
tary bases.

Police, Joe Osgood, Cemetery, Jack Rock

CEMETERY SEXTON John “Jack” Rock has put this 1977 Army ambulance to good use,
moving equipment for his department. (Ruth Rollins photo)












PRECEDENT SETTER

Leading the Supreme Court, Cornish-born Chase presided over the first impeachment tri.

By MICHAEL S. ROSENWALD
The Washington Post

PRESIDENT DONALD
TRUMP'S SENATE TRIAL
S GETS SET TO BEGIN, the
spotlight is inevitably

turning — just as it did with Presi-
dent Andrew Johnson — to the
chief justice of the United States,
who must somehow preside over
this very odd, kind-of-sort-of legal
process of politicians sitting in
judgment of the country's comman-
der in chief.

In Trump's trial, it's John
Roberts.

In Johnson's trial, it was Salmon
Chase.

Chase — not to be confused with
Justice Samuel Chase, whose nick-
name was “Old Bacon Face" — was
an extremely serious and pious
man. Some of his closest friends
could not recall ever seeing him
laugh.

“Chase neither drank nor
smoked," the historian Doris
Kearns Goodwin once wrote. “He
considered both theater and novels
a foolish waste of time and recoiled
from all games of chance, believing
that they unwholesomely excited
the mind.”

Born in Cornish to farmers,
Chase was an Episcopalian and a
Dartmouth College graduate. From
early on, his parents hammered
into his psyche that there was a
bright line between moral and
amoral.

Chase became a lawyer, eventu-
ally settling in Ohio were he de-
fended runaway slaves. He was
grumpy but popular In 1848, the
Ohio legislature elected him to the
U.S. Senate — that’s how it worked
back then — and upon tasting polit-
ical power Chase could not shake
it.

Chase won two terms as Ohio’s
governor, then ran for president
against Abraham Lincoln — losing,
of course to the more affable Hon-
est Abe,

Lincoln made Chase part of his
Team of Rivals, the title of Good-
win's bestseller about Lincoln's
presidency, appointing him Trea-
sury secretary. Chase's contribu-

tions to the formation of the na-

Salmon Portland Chase

PAS
vl.

BRADY-HANDY PHOTOGRAPH COLLECTION, LIBRARY OF Ci
Chief Justice Salmon Chase in a circa 1860-1875 photograph



nal banking system were cele-
ated years later when his portrait
peared on the $10,000 bill,

Chase and Lincoln got along
out as well as House Speaker
incy Pelosi, D-Calif,, and Senale
ajority Leader Mitch McConnell,
Ky. Lincoln always harbored the
spicion that Chase was a political
portunist. Chase thought Lincoln
3sn't as anti-slavery as he was.
jere were disputes over war pol-
y and personnel matters at the

BASUTY.

Ultimately, Chase resigned —
ree times. Lincoln refused the
st two, then accepted the third.
were were no hard feelings from
ncoln, though.

In 1864, after the death of Chief
istice Roger Taney, Lincoln se-
cted Chase as his replacement.

Taney wrote the majority opin-
n in what many historians con-
der the worst Supreme Court de-
sion in history — Dred Scolt v.
indford, which held that those of
frican descent could not be U.S.
tizens, Chase had defended run-
vay slaves. After emancipation,
inc‘geln saw Chase as an inspired
wice.

Lincoln nominated Chase on
gc. 4, 1864, The Senate confirmed
im that day.

On the evening of April 14, 1865,
incoln was shot. He was pro-

r-
i~
o .-

Urs»

e ———— =

\ 'Iﬂm@lﬂﬁﬁhﬁ i P F

<Fv/

ST,

A
9 e

-

The Senate as a court of Impeachment for the trial of President Andrew
Johnson s shown in this circa 1868 “Harper's Weekly" print.

nounced dead the next morning.
His vice president, Andrew John-
son, became president. Chase
swore him in. Three years later
Chase presided over Johnson's im-
peachment trial,

This was a confusing time.
There were no precedents to follow.
In fact, according to historian John
Niven's biography of Chase, it
wasn't even clear who should con-
duct the trial — the president of the

l/l((‘r NVews \[(8>2 po < |

Senate (who was Johnson's politi-
cal enemy) or the chief justice (who
was supposed to be nobody’s en-
emy.)

Chase consulted the Constitu-
tion. which said the “Senate shall
have the sole Power to try all Im-
peachments.” That meant the Sen-
ate’s highest officer was in charge.
But it also said, “When the Presi-
dent of the United States is tried,
the Chief Justice shall preside.”

So Chase would preside. Nex
problem: The Constitution gives ne
guidance about what “preside” ac
tually means. Chase took it upoi
himself, Niven wrote, to pressure
the Senate to “be organized ir
some particulars as a court,” an
Chase “insisted he should rule o
the competency of witnesses ani
on the evidence.”

Johnson was on trial for, amon;
other things, violating the Tenure o
Office Act in 1867, which said th
president couldn't fire importan
government officials unless he go
the go-ahead from the Senate
Johnson had fired the secretary c
war, Edwin Stanton, without con
sulting the Senate. Cue impeach
ment. [

Chase thought the whole thin,
was much ado about nothing.

“Chase had profound misgiving
about the trial,” Niven wrote; “H
considered the articles more of par
tisan rhetoric than substantive ev
dence for a conviction.”

In a letter to Gerrit Smith, a fe
low abolitionist and former cor
gressman, Chase wrote that “th
whole business seems wrong, and
1 had any opinion, under the Const
tution, I would not take part in it."

Chase suspected the whole bus
ness would become a public spect:
cle. He was right then, and now.

e ——————
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Why I Like Living In The Upper Valley

By Virginia Colby

It would be easy to be a recluse in Cornish! The
joys of living out away from people and
commercial enterprises becomes more precious
as time goes by.

We have been very fortunate at our place in
Cornish to have had beavers move in and build a
large pond and a lodge. The pond has brought
endless pleasure watching the activities of the
animals and birds who come to enjoy the water or
being around it.

About two weeks ago a doe brought her little
spotted fawn, who was probably six or eight
weeks old, to the pond. The fawn frolicked in the
tall grass, waded at the edge of the water and
nursed at her mother. It was a beautiful sight
seeing the shiny tan coat of the mother and the
spotted coat of the fawn reflected in the clear,
calm water. The doe paid close attention to her
child, licking it after it got in the water, almost too
deep for safety, and making sure it did not stray
from her sight. Later we discovered they had
crossed our driveway leaving the tracks of mother
and baby.

Almost every year we have a pair of mallards
who nest in the rushes. It's fun to watch the
mother duck lead the ducklings for a paddle
across the pond. This yeer I'm not sure if we will
have the ducklings as we have a pair of red-tailed
hawks.

Last week Stan found a big, mean, old snapping
turtle in the yard which he carried off and put in
the woods. The turtle returned a couple of days
later and Stan took him farther away. Turtles also
mean death to ducklings as the turtles swim up
under the paddling ducklings and grab them.

Occasionly the blue heron flies in from
Blow-Me-Down Pond to have a look.

Several years ago my husband, Stan, got
thoroughly involved feeding the beavers. We
thought they had all left the area because they
had eaten all the available food. One day we
spotted one swiming around the pond. Stan
thought he would encourage the beaver to stay so
every day he cut a few branches of aspen from the
woods on the other side of the house and carried
them to the edge of the pond. A few days later we
saw two beavers at the pond so Stan cut more
branches each day and carried them down. Every
morning when we checked there wasn't a twig or
leaf left; one would never know he hed fed them
at all. Several more days passed and we saw three
beavers. This feeding job was getting a little
much, so Stan got the riding lawn mower out, cut
branches, tied them to the mower, and dragged
them down to the pond. That went on for several
days when four beavers appeared. Stan couldn”t
keep up with the feeding job with the mower, so
he pot out the Jeep and cut small trees, tied them
to the Jeep and dragged them down to the pond,
This became quite a time-consuming job taking =
good part of every morning. Then the beavers
started building a new dam at a place where we
did mot want a dam. So Stan would feed the
beavers and then spend time tearing out the new
dam (which is quite a job as they do a thorough

job of building). Every morning they would have
it built right back. This became too much of a task
so Stan said if this is the way Lhey are going to
reward me for feeding them I will have to stop.
Where else can you find engineers who build
such good structures with no fessibility studies,
no competitive building, no paper work or heavy
machinery, and who work nights and don't even
charge minimum wage?

During the earlier days of the pond when we had
a large family of beavers living there we watched
quite a performance that has probably been seen
by few people. One week during a January thaw
the following happened. Apparently they had not
stored enough food to see them through the
winter. They swam under the ice from the lodge
to a hole near the dam where they surfaced. They
walked over and down the side of the dam across
a swampy area to a wooded area. There were six
of them and they set up an assembly line. One cut
brush in the wooded area, another passed it to a
beaver in the swamp, he in turn, carried it to the
base of the dam where one of the youngest ones,
probably a yearling, carried the twig up over the
dam and passed it to an older beaver who carried
it under the ice and deposited it at the lodge. One
time during this performance that lasted a week
{they were working days) the young one who had
treaded over this path so many times packing
down the snow and making it very slippery,
slipped and went head over heels backwards
down the icy dam with the twig still in his mouth.
Where else could anyone watch such a sight as
this and from the comfort of one’s warm house?

Another enjoyable sight is to watch the hay
blowing in waves across the fields.

Along with offering ''country’’ the upper valley
area offers a variety of cultural, educational, and
sports activities in the local towns. One only has
to read the '‘calendars of events'' in the various
news papers to find a wide selection of activities
from which to choose. In Cornish there is the
Saint-Gaudens National Historic Site which offers
summer Sunday afternoon concerts as well as
several art exhibits during the season. There are
opportunities for volunteer work at Saint-
Gaudens along with other community projects
and town related affairs. No one should ever be
bored!

I have been particularly interested in the old as
well as the newer history of Cornish, which claime
many interesting and illustrious people. The later
nistory whicn inciudes the Cornish Artists Colony
is facinating for many reasons, one being, that
over one hundred nationally famous people were
attracted to the Cornish-Plainfield area.

We have just returned from a visit to Seattle,
with its four and five lane highways (each way).
But just the numbers of cars on the roads
becomes exhausting. We also spent some time at
Expo where the crowds were enormous and there
were long lines to most exhibits. If is a pleasure to
be back in Cornish with its dirt roads, fewer
people and cars.

From a city girl who has adjusied well to the
couniry.
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Virginia Colby, president of the Cornish Historical Society, stands In front of covered bridge bullt |
1886 that Is at the center of 2 controversy over {ts restoration. The 446-lool bridge spans the Connecticy
River between Cornish and Windsor, Vt. Page 18.
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE Al
fort.”

O’Neill did not respond to an
email seeking comment.

When Abrams and Je nks re-
opened the store there idea was to
recreate the home-town feel of an
old general store by selling conve-
nience store staples but also offer up-
dated twists, such as homemade
gourmet sandwiches, Friday pizza
night, a selection of craft beers, a keg
to draw cold-brewed coffee, local
produce and seating with tables and
Wi-Fi where people could come in
and work on their laptops.

But with the exception of Friday
pizza night and the craft beer,
Abrams said, the mix of offerings
did not attract the level of customers
required. After a year, they cut the
hours by opening later in the morn-
ing and closing earlier in the evening
to save money, but that wasn't
enough to offset the losses.

Abrams said that part of the prob-
lem was that smaller stores are at a
disadvantage because they cannot
purchase supplies as cheaply as the
large markets and therefore have to
charge more. The higher prices are a
disincentive, even if it means the in-
convenience of traveling farther to
big-box stores and supermarkets in
West Lebanon and Claremont.

“People say they want to buy local
but they donm't want to pay local
prices,” Abrams said.

As an example, he pointed to a
popular item in the Cornish General
Store — the Black Angus steak tips.

At Market Basket, it sells for $4.99
per pound, “untrimmed with the
grizzle,” Abrams noted.

Even though the steak tips he sells
are trimmed of fat and marinated, “1
couldn’t buy even the cheapest cut of
meat for $4.99 per pound, which is
scary,” he said.

Lynn Schad, of Cornish, who had
stopped into the Cornish General
Store on Monday afternoon to buy
milk, beer, cheese and a newspaper,
said she was distressed by the news
of the store’s closing. She regularly
shops at the store “at least a couple
times a week” for “anything you
might need at the last moment.”

“When the store came back to life
we were so happy,” said Schard, who
has lived in Cornish for 30 vears, ex-

plaining that the store was always a
reliable place to catch up with people
and get the news.

“What do people want?” she said.
“These kinds of places are so trea-
sured,” but the store's closing “is just
a mark of the times.”

o

The store also faced stiff competi-
tion from the Meriden Deli-Mart,
which reopeped in 2009 and sells
gas and is only 3% miles north on
Route 120.

For a brief time, the Cornish Gen-
eral Store again became the kind of
community gathering place that

Abrams and Jenks hoped to foster.

The Boy Scouts sold Christmas

trees to raise money for their troop.
A class of eighth-grade girls held a

potluck dinner as a fundraiser for a
class trip. The front porch would be
decorated at Halloween for trick-or-
treaters.

For Michelle Kerns, the manager,
it’s the second closing of the store
she has been through — Kerns has
worked for three different owners
dating back to 2006 and was work-
ing at the store when it closed in
2013. The store once did a steady
business in selling grain and feed for
animals, but people now go to Trac-
tor Supply, she said.

“People need to come in more
than once a month for a pound of
coffee,” she said.

One factor hurting the Cornish
General Store is that it didn’t sell
gasoline (it did years earlier before
the tanks were removed). Although
gas itself is not a money-maker for
convenience stores because they
make only pennies on the gallon, the

pumps nonetheless help to drive cus-
tomers into the store when they are
filling up their cars.

The closing again highlights the
difficult time businesses are having

in Cornish Flat. In 2015, Claremont
Savings Bank closed its branch of-
fice there.

Abrams attributed the inability to
make a profit to the town’s stagnant
population level.

“There’s nothing being built,” he
said. “That's probably the biggest
thing that killed it — the lack of
growth in the town.”

In recent years some teetering
general stores in the Upper Valley
have been saved from closing by in-
novative arrangements.

The Bamnard General Store, for ex-
ample, closed in 2012 and then re-
opened a year later when community
members banded together to raise
money and form a nonprofit to buy
the building, and new operators were
brought in to run the store.

A similar model has been
adopted with the Brownsville Gen-
eral Store, where a fundraising
campaign bought the property from
the bank after it closed and is now
in the process of being renovated
for a new operator.

John Lippman can be reached at

Jlippman@vnews.com.



VarLey NEWS PHOTOGRAPHS — JANES M, Pan
Above: Shannon Decler, of Plainfield, plays checkers with her son L
on the porch of Cornish General Store an Monday, Left: Lynn Sch
Comish, said she has been a loyal customer of the store under curre:
previous ownership going back 30 years.
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Cornish Quilt Studio, Colleen O'Neill, Amy Whalen



Cornish Sign, Ed Boggis
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Career

seglence palnting befoce de-
parting for Rome for three
years of study at the Ameri-
can Academy there, Cox
asked Sherman Evarts, a libra-
ry offlcial, If he could decar-
ate the overmantlc panel at
no cost to the brary, There
being no objection from the
library board, the youngar-
tistbegan his summer's work,
When he was finished the
appreciative libeary board
presented him with a leather-
bound volume of “The Hun-
dred Best Pictures.

TheCox mural In Windsor
deplets a man and & female
figure, which appears to be
an angel. {le is rcading a
book and she £5 holding a lyre
or simllac instrum nt. Be-
neath the figires is a Latin
iascription, supplied by KEvarts,
which tneans ~Accurate rcad-
Ing s of profit. varivd(read-
ing) delights. = Cox's signa-
ture is in the fower left cor-
netr anxt the date, 1916, in

Thursday,October 28,1982

The Windsor Chronicle - Windsor, Vermont

Admiring the Allyn Cox mural in the Windsor Public Library Is Assistant Librarlan Bev taptos.

Career began in Windsor

Four wecks ago an artcle
appeared [n the Boston
Globe noting the passing of
Allyn Cox In Washington,
D.C.Ordinarily the death of
a non-political figurc in

WashiIngton would have lttle

mcaning for Windsorites,
but this s a different case.
Cox, who was 85 at the

time of his death, was one of

(from page 1)
Roman numcrals, Is at the
lower right.

Following the death of his
father §n 1919 and the sale
of thelr Cornfsh cottsge by
his mother, Cox returned to
the area only for very beicf
visits, Still, the W indsoe~Cot-
nish arca was never out of
liis mind.lic wrote to Furnas
in o note dated August 20,
1982 that he had been in
touch with Natfonal Parks
Departmient with regard to
the refurnishing of the Saint-
Gaudcns housc, of which his
motlicr had taken many
photographs. The idea, he
wrotc, "inakes tic old days
scem very ncae.

‘T'he thousands of visitors
who annually admire the Cox
works throughou! Washington
miy never give a thought to
the artst's background. but
Windsorites can take a small
bit of pride in having his
first mural in their commiin-
ity.

Amcrica's foremost artists,
Perhaps hils most monwnental
work was thc completion of
a 300-foot long mural in

the Capftol rotunda, The epic
mural was begun in 1852 by
tallan ariist Constantino
Brumidl who worked on It
unti] 1880 when he fell to his
decath from the scaffolding,
Filippo Costaggint took on
the task after Brumidi's
death, but he died leaving .
some 32 fect still unfinished.

For Cox, belng called upon
to complete the fricze was
the fulfillment of a chlld-
hood dream, He related that
his parents had taken him
to the Capitol when e was
young, and there he liad
viewed the unfinished spice
under the dome, He said
that he used to dream of
doing the final work on the
cpic ont day, That drecam
came true when he was
commissioned to flnish the
mural in the carly 1950s.

Cox brought titc mastepicee
te its completion, and it was
dedicated by Prestdent Dwight
D, Eiscnhower in May of
1934. In succecding ycars
Cox recefved commissions so
do more mural weeks in Wash-
ington, and he was honored
barely a week before his

death by a specfal gathering
of artists and government
leadcts.

So what does all of this
have to do with Windsor?
Well, it could be realistically
said that Cox got hifs start in
\Vindsor. The mural which
stands above e west firc-
place of the Windsor Public
Ubrary was painted by Cox,
then 20 years old, In the
summer of 1916,

The Cox connection with
Windsor was rediscovered by
Margueritc Nyberg, a summer
cmploycc at the lbeary, in
1978, She called Librarian
Gall Fumas' attention to the

"Cox murai, and a bit of re-

scarch by Furnas ascertained
that the artist was the same
Allyn Cox who was vs-
tecemed throughout the world
for his murals, A lctter to
Cox prompted a reply which
was quite fnfortnative,

Cox, the son of Kenyon
and Louise Cox, who were
botl: artists, first came to
this arca with his parents.
They were part of the group
of artists who gathered
around Augustus Saint-Gau-
dens in Commish and beeame
known as the Cornish Colony,

Sceking some summer cx-

(vontinucd on poge 3
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Cornish Recreation and Education Area
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Dingleton Hill Covered Bridge



Allen Dodge
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