CORNISH HISTORICAL SOCIETY

VERTICAL FILES ON-LINE, PART Il

The Cornish Historical Society has embarked on a lengthy project to digitize the vertical files at the
History Center. In this way, the files will be available to everyone without having to visit the Center.

The files contain important documents for Cornish History, especially on a more modern level.
Basically, non-book items, newspaper/periodical articles and pamphlets are included.

Inclusion for digitization is subjective in that certain material has been excluded. Items relating to
Cornish Colony artists for example, covered in Footprints of the Past, have been included selectively.
Items with great coverage have focused on representative articles and there may be cases where all the
vertical file material should be consulted. Other exclusions include correspondence and auction
photographs of works for sale.

This is still a work in progress and we would welcome any suggestions for improvement

Because the file is so large, covering well over six hundred pages, we have had to divide it in half.
There is a limit to the MG size that can be uploaded to the town website. What follows is Part II.

To search, use Control-F. For Mac users, Command-F
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Boat Accident Cornish Rescue Squad
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Annetta St. Gaud.ens
Bird Masaque
Bird-bath

Nouse ’ae,o.u"'.-dd )

Drc.. 19185

A BIRD MASQUE IN BAS RELIEF

DESIGNED BY MUS. LOUIS ST, GAUDENS TO COMMEMORATE TIHE PFRODUCTION OF PERCY MACKAYES
<BIRD MASQUE™ IN 1904 IN MONOR OF THE PRESIDENT AND THE LATE MRS, WOODROW WILSON

BY LI ROSE McCABE

HE commemomative hronze bird-buth of Anne i1 John-

st S Gandena — thal pictnresipua, preaetieat bivepind.

uct of Uie Perev MacKove ~linl Masque™ jroduced

in the Meriden. New JInmjpr=hice, Sanrcisary lins
been sureessbully vapirachmwed by its seulplue in teern ol o,
which wily bring i§ aathin Lhe ceveh of binl-lovees with counlsy
homes. ety gurdens or porches

The polovtul of the bl iy ul vieg-like (o su@esting 3
Mesican water-jar. ILs dlistinetive note b the bas seif frivze
vorierling s nppee half. “I'his friese mproduces, fargely m por.
tanitute. the tistioadshel peexonncl thut posticipated s [he
“Bird Masque.*

The origiasls, from the Presidunt’s duugnters t Mass Vargaret
Wilson, it hermil thssh plutanie: Miss leanur Wilwn, Ornis.
Inest speitdd Perey NMackuye, poet. fudiel Barret  {lubher.
devad: Witler Bymner. plaine huntees Elerbwert Adama cundinnl;
Rengon Cox cenw: i the Mastivid Purvish, Shipman, and SL
Tiundens quosi sondslers, ull e3nie o pose for Mlsu. S8, Gautdens
n her Canash lill stadin,

* My originul intentlon.™ s3id the seulptur. ethan 1 ncoprsed
1 u Perth Ambny atelierintent upan o terenentin productiun
for Lhe Corntth Garilens of Mr. Chorles Piait, architael, onid

AT}

Esuest Harold Bavnea, Satlier of Aserlean witd bird eunservn.
fion, “way anply 2 commeamsmbive oarden vase. At the sug-
golion ol Mre. MuoeRaye and Ms, Baynes, { lohiped off the vine
witht a semavable biwl like recoptacle that s anuily ms Lhe
lig ni the travitional slabaster jur, while ot gives tha birds a tine
plunge.  Mes, fleden Fodter Bometl, 3 New Yotk sumnwee
virter ty Cumnlaly, hud (he whasde 133t in bronze and geesented it
10 the Sanctsory. Aflee twch experimenting | um deligiterd
to huve surcerded in efloctively reprodueing it In vurleofored
terrii enttn. Thenaegh 1his eedinm, the buth may reach widely
«coltrted hindSovees Co recull and keep allve whot the “ g
Mascque™ has ctuise towdride rouslug intetest in Metica’s witd
hirds.

“1 feel thut 1 have geawn up with the mevement.” anstlen
the sculptir, and she tecounled the Snnctuvey’s tlesvlupment
frame g eluly of 1111y o seven bmndeed scattered (hrough thirdy
slzlen. The fint cendus of bird-nestiny sesvals (ifty-foir beeed-
ing pasies al NP y-tive thilfezent sproetes. while the sucervss of ita
159 nest boxes has contriluley a auw industey to (he Now
England villoge — an Auduban Heuse Company.

Munetta Judinsten SL Guudina is 81 icart so less natuye lover
than nre thespecialists identified with bird cunseralran. Person-




























CORNISH FARMERS MARKET



Tanice Orion SY17annhe T1inien Connie Kolieman



FRED SULLIVAN, SHIRLEY SULLIVAN



FITCH COW






LUKASH, MAPLE SUGAR









JIM LUKASH









SUMNER'S FERRY

sumner's ferry






VERNON FIELD















RIVERHOUSE GIFT GALLERY






Nate Cass, Sherry Cass



Resource Optimization Technologies, Tim Schad



Marjon Teftner









Vitaline
Carpenter

Jim Carpenter



Visliery News DhotoQes

Liggett displays his bars of premium shampoo at his shop in Comish. Below, the finished product, ready for shipping in wooden crates.



Jim Liggett, Liggett's
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SALVE SALE — Boh LaCialr, Ieft, recently sold his Hardy Salve Co. to Bob and Eileen Weaver.

(Wayne Cartor Photo)

Salve formu

CLAREMONT, N.It — Bob
1aClair of Cornish Flat has
passed on the “secrot formula.®

Bob and Eileen Woaver,
Cloremont, recently purchnsed
the Hurdy Salve Co., onv of the
oldest monufacturing com.
paniea in New Hampahire

Tho Woenvers purchased the
compuny not only to proserve
the historic value, but becaune
the snlve works so woll ‘The

rdy’s S.

Weavers have used the salve (or
four years in their florist shop
for crucked (ingers, thoms,
eplinters and auts. It eoothes
the hurt elmost immediatsly
und heals it rapidly. Over the
yoars thy saalve has been used
hy fnrmess, carpenters, ond
meat cutiers. Few households
wore over without tho trusty
stick of Hntdy's Genuine Salve.

Hurdy's Genuine Sulve in a
black crovon-like stick and

a sold to Weavers

wlien warmed, 1s appliod to a
BamlAbS to onver tbe slflected
area.

The ualve will cuntinuoe to be
made tn Cornish and coan be
wrchased ut Coloninl Fluriat,
Jjunnon Pharmacy, Powers
Country Store, Esernky’s Harxdl-
witre. ind Mouse Monagorioe.

Llaedy's Sulve tn curently on
display in the aputhecary nt tho
Shelhiirne Munaum, Shelburne.



Hillside Creamery






Monday, March 17, 2003

By GEORGE CHAPPELL
Coniributing Writer
CORNISH The Cornish
Zoning Board of Adjustment
1|n|5||.11|1013~'|_\f' li]!||1!:'.'t'n| nn

application by Jall
Lamanronx engd Buchy
Demers {aal woeek ap un
putomobile and smaoll-track

repir facility in A commer
cial budlding tocoated i a
rural Zone on Houtn 120

The approval marks the
ant ol 1wn NRErs al controvers
sy surrounding the property

Built moere than 30 vonrs
ago as an auto repair feilicy,
the building became o log
tranafer conter under previ-
uns mwner Max Jewell, wha
gubsequentlv sold the proper-
iy 1o Lamoureux,

Demers und Lamoureux (n
Octaber had asked the board
for permassian to offer auto
TEPRLE HEIvices bl

P Lomoureux's Route 120 prop-

erty, whicl includes the lwo
bay commerdial garage hulld.
Ing

The bwlding's lepal use
then wis a: a logping opern
tion 1het aleo allowed Lhe
compnny's logging Troeks
ACCEREOTY IS

The properly is in o ruenl
residential zone.

The board denisd thelr
petition Oel. 28 because
there eannot he twao primary
uRes on a property, such e
logging and auto repair. in
the 1871 buililing

The owners appealed (o the
eoning bonrd op Do, 2 aftes
Max Jewell, the provious
awner, dropped o deed resiric-
tion he had Imposed.

Jowell, who bought the
property in 1978, had con-
vorted 1L o a stornce place
for logs in 1981, In 1995, he
lensed it 1o Global Timber,
which treated loge  with

~ - GAGLETIMES

Cornish ZBA approves controversial garage

parnffin confing bufore: ship-
ping them {o oversea:) mnr-
kuts,

The ZBA in January
dunted the application by
Liamoureux and Demers for
n special exception, stnting
that Jewell's logging opera-
Lo wins a non-conditional
wan nf the properey, and the
applivation  waunid  have
meanl applying a nof-con-
ditiona) use upon 8 nan-con-
ditional use, which |Is
ugainst Lthe town's foning
nrdlnance, .1c1:nr|hr.g to
Karim Chichakly, ZBA
chrirman

Al the ZBA meeting March
3, Dumers prosented o poti-
tien wilh 66 wnames of
Carpleh residents supparting
the application for an auto
pepuir faeility, The applicants
beatod hours of operation B
wm -5 pm, Mondav- Friday,
and 9 am. {u Godn  on

Saturday.
The existing building
siracture will remain the

same, 0 Lwo bay gnrage with
additional bayvs in the back.
The property border will not
change.

Sipng will include one on
the front of the boilding, one
out front anid an inspection
aign, There will o no Moar
drainsg,

Waoste mil and antifreeze
will be placed tn containers
and reeyeled,

The number of enre will
nvernge 56 a weel, with eight
to 10 o day, Mondny-Friday,
and five op Saturday. From
19 to 16 cars will be an the
lut for overflow.

Any nfter-hourn woark wil)
he done on personal cars
nnly,

The board in its delibera-
tivn reviewsd and voled on
vach of the five conditions lor

Bucky Demers, Jeff Lamoureux, Straightaway

A ¥anance:

¢ The proposed unse would
niot diminiah property valunes
because of the garage
beenuse the applicants lave
already worked w beautify
the property and keep 0
clean, said board member
Cnroline Storrs. Alternate
Dale Runk said he had con-
sulted a real estste agent
who told him the change in
use would not downgrade the
property.

* Granting the variance
wild nol be contrary Lo the
public interest. The board fell
that an auto repair facility
would be in the public's beay
interest.

= Blenial of the variance
would result in unnecessary
hardship to the owner
becaure the bullding may not
be put to any other use,
henlth, safety and welfare of
t he town will not be ndverse-

Iy nifected, and the yvarinnc
would not injure the publie o
private rights ol others

+ Granting the variane
would do substantilal justic
because Lamouresnx  pur
chised the building with the
idea of operating an auls
repair facility, and would no
o unnecessary harm b
adivining properiy nwners o
the town of Cornish

s The use b5 In keepin
with the spirit of the ordi
nance beeause Route 120 is
commercial way willh olhe
businesses that HHIVY
Caormish, euch we sawmills
gravel pils, campgrounis
utility structuror and com
municntion towers, and th
property had i grandfnthere
uEe nd an auto repoir faeilit
hoefore zoning.

GGeorge Chappell can b
reached by e-maill o
gchap@uovernel.





















Alms House, Poor House






Site of Poor House, Alms House -- Freeman Johnson Family












Marjorie Kidder









Christmas Lights












Bill Lipfert
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Jim Kenyon






LightningG, machine work, Cornish Flat
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CORNISH RESIDENT, Whittemore Littell,
looks back on his arrival in Windsor 80 years
ago. See Page 3.

CORNISH - Things had changed since Whitte-
more Littell and his sister Margaret Littell Platt
first came to the Windsor Station. They were
there most recently to celebrate that first arrival,
and enjoyed the sicgance and food. But the
arrival they were celebrating was that which had
taken place 80 years before, when tho restaurant
station was a railroad station, and when their
father and elder brother first met them to take
them to their new home in Cornish.

The year was 1906. Littell's father, Philip, had
decided to give up his work in the newspaper
business in Milwaukee s8nd retire to the
blossoming Comish Colony to write - the world of
Maxfield Parrish, Arthur Whiting and Augustus
St. Gaudens. The elder Littell's Harvard room-
mate Goeorge Rublee of Cornish had recommend-
ed that they try it out.

They stayed. that firsi time, for four years. ‘*My
father wanted to write, '’ recalled Littlell, '*and he
wanted a place in the country to do it. lie wrote
some plays, but after four years he went back to
the newspaper business in New York City, where
he became involved in the founding of the New
Republic Magazine.""

But those first years are still vivid ones for
Littell. He recalled the train ride to Windsor,
‘*My grandfather was a railroad man, so we were
always very aware of trains, "’ he explained, ''We
rode in a parlour car, and got off at Windsor

Windsor Chronicle - Windsor, Vermont

Celebrating Arrivals

Windsor Station Revisited
Whittemore Littell

Friday, June 20, 1986

Station. We had been in Switzerland while my
father and brother-came here firat. There was a
livery stable run by Mr. Lamphere, and they met
us with a carriage, then we drove across the
covered bridge to our new home.”’

What were those firat four years - which proved
to be just thie beginning of a long associstion with
the area for Littell &nd his wife, Helen, whom he
married in 1924 - like in Cormish? *‘We were
oriented towards Windsor. We shopped in
Windsor. used the Windsor Post Office, and our
doctor came from Windsor. All the farmers were
very puzzled by the artistic people who came up
here to live. I remember my first ride in an
automobile was in one owned by Dr. Brewster of
Windsor.*’

After marrying Helen, Littell went to work for
the Commonwealth Fund in New York, which was
involved in bringing British students to the
United States. It was at this point that he bought
the property lie now lives ofi, which had been the

2Bryant farm. after baviiig spent Bummers in
Gomnish for some years. In 1933, Littell had
centfal hedting: put ifito the house; and with the
coming of thie Second ‘W or.laeW,at{ his job with the
Commonweallh Fund ended, so he and Kis family
moved to Cornish year-round, whilé he taught
Physics at Daritmouth. After the war, the family
moved t0 Colorado, witiere Littell continued with
liis teaching for 26 'years. In the early 1970s;

——

following his retirement, Littell moved, for the
lasttime, to Cornjsh,

Have things changed? Yes, said Littell. TH
addition to the changes which have-affected all
/Americans:ike automobiles, airplanés, radio and
television, he noled especially tlie fuct thai so
many farms I this region had gone back to
forests. A's well, he noted, the gradual build-up of
liouses, which has accelerated since the Second
‘World Wiar, and the change ini the demograpliics:
of llie area as more newcomers \have moved! in.

But he's here to stay, 80 years after
disembarking as a small. and one can assume,
rather timid young boy at Windsor Station. N.B.




Lester Little






Margaret Kenyon, Lobster Trap






Helen Lovell






Fred Weld, lumber, logging















Percy MacKaye






Bob Maslan






Aidron Duckworth, Arts Center, Mastlands



Bill Palmer












Patrick McGlone, Boy Scouts
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Militia

Jsh1re fh— Far R1ght Convenes in a Quiet Town

e SR

Although the rally had been scheo
uled and wel publicized for months
the organizer, N, Scott Stevens, heac
ol White Mountain Milina Informi.
tiun Services, siid he never expectied
more thon a8 lew dozen peuple. But
once the Aprii 19 bombing of the
Federal Building in Oklahoma City
brought new attentlon to the far
right, interest swelled. Mr. Stevens’s
event was one of the first ol #1s kind
In the nation W lnke place since the
bombing, and he sad he could
scarcely get olf the phone this week
because of all the mquiries

Orgamizations thal monitor the ac-
tivaties ol right-wing groups say the
bambing 15 the |stest in a series of
events lodraw new members tosuch
groups. Others were the 1992 at-
tempt 1o arrest Randall C. Weaver, a
white supremacist, In Ruby Ridge,
Idaho, in whick Mr Weaver's wlle
and son and a Federal marshal were
kitled, and the 1993 assault by Fed-
eral agenis on the Branch Bavidien
compound in Waco, Tex

Chip Berlet, who tracks right.wing
groups for Political Rescarch Asso-
cistes, a waichdog organization in
Cambnidge, Mass., suid membership
in groups that csll themselves mili-

tias had not grown as quickly in New
England as 1} had in other pans «f
the nation. He said he knew of one
group in Maint and two in New
Hampshire — Mr. Steveas's and ons
called ithe Constitution Defense Mali-
tia, run by Ed Brown, an Insect ex-
terminator from Plainlield, N H

Mr. Berlet described the Patnot
movement as &8 diffuse amalgam of
right-wing groups linked by anti-
Government sentiments that include
apposition 10 1ax¢es and un cunti'ul

Mr Stevens said he did not know
the number of people in his grnap,
Mr_ Hrown suid the same. Hut Phihp
{Joe) Osgood, the Chicef of ihe Cor
mish Police Depariment for the 1ast
10 yvears, who kept an eye un the
piroceedings from & cruiser parked
ucruss Lhe sireet, snid he believed
that Mr. Stevens's group had anly
two other members tund 1hat Mr
Brown operated alone

*'But a lot of people sirongly agtec
with what they are saying'’ Chie!
Osgood said.

Mr. Buswell said 1hat he was n
member ol a group called the Ghos
Milstia and that one of s reasons
for nttending the rally was to learn
how 10 expand membership. He ulse

MAINE

The Cormsh area of New Hamp-
stiire was the site of a rally attend

ed by about 100 people concerned
about Goverament authority.

sind he disagreed with the notion
thay such groups arc luose-kntl,
“There nre more of themi than ynu
think,” he said. “*And they're nut
loose, Thev're vesy tight **
Mr. Stevens, who wus nuaster of

- |

Militi

cvremumes lor the rally, welcomes
the crowd, mustly men, and tntro
duccd the speakers They includes
Sam Hlumenleld, & proponent o
natne schoohng frrom Boston. St
Representative Donald Gorman, :
Libertarian, and Bruce R. Chesles
the New England ficld representa
1y for Jews for the Preservation o
Fuenrms Qwneeship, an orgnnizy
tien hascd tn Milwaukee

Speakinh to repotters hefore h
prescnration, Mr Chesle'y sanl thi
his ot ganization was needed priimm
ily hechuse some Jewish member
wf Cangress wha faver tighter gu
cunlil'ul measures were feeding ant
Semitisin m thee Unlted  Stittes, s
Jewash cnizens tiveded 10 protes
thisnselves. Hecited Senaior Dinnn
Foemstem ot Califurnta, lormer Sen:
tor Howard M. Metzenbiaum ol Ohy
aud Reprresentanive Charles E Sehe
mer of Brooklyn, a8l Democrats.

Among tht muerial the group o
fered for sale was o1 poster showin
Hitler s a Sieg Hed salute whih 1)
words, Al in favur of gun comiee
ratse your right hand."

Ever groctuss and eager 10 a1
swer questions. Mr.o Stevens, 37, n
ststed that his groitp embraced n
racist philosepines. Rather, he saun
it served merely as an tnformati
cleuringhouse for groups opposed !
regulations thal sestrict riphis d
fined by the Consutistion,

We vicw with great disdain an
huily that talks sbuut hate, violens
or the overthrow of the CGuven
mem . he said

He apologized for a ther prepars
by a Califormn group that w
amony the mulerials he was sellin
fur 50 cems an ounce The {ier sa
that unly white peuple were ontith
to the full rigphts of citizenship

he rally anncied o few o
tesidoms whe sad vhey had stuppe
by mt o curiusny Be Rock, 67
larmer who Lives nearby, sad
just <came e sec the wackus ** b
lauphed and woent inside

But Asnabelle Cone, & Fren
ieichet st Dastmouth College, w
nut imused. A former Brooklyn re
dent, she said she moved here in 18
after betng  victumzed by the
Crimes In 1wo weeks. All the
about guns 3nd the need for «
defense ag:uinst eut-of-conirol Fi
eral agents frightened her.

“lrome, 1snt 1?" she sind
thought 1 was moving to a relative
safe, civil society



Walter Wilson






Harold Burns

Richard Dow



Mill Brook Gallery



























Davey Davis



Mark Humpal, Native Americans









Neighbor-to-Neighbor

Consider This, September, 2008



Neighbor-to-Neighbor



Neighbor-to-Neighbor, Laird Klingler



Neighbor-to-Neighbor, Dan Poor, Rickey Poor

Cleanup Crew

A half-dozen Cornish residents showed up unannounced
Tuesday with work gloves and heavy equipment to help Dan
Poor (center leftl with the demotition and removal of what
remalned of his home he shared with his wife, Rickey, that was

destroyed March 14 by an explosion and fire caused by
propane leak. The group included Laird Klinger, second fror
left, Patrick Clancy and Dale Rook. Rob Jaarsma. not picturet

brought the tractor.

VaLtey Nsws — Jasan JOun



Neighbor-to-Neighbor; Firewood Project






Rose Nelson





















Social News, 1922



Nichols, Margaret Shurcliff



North Star Canoe



Lawrence Nowlan






Clara Weld, Peter Storrs,
James Fitch, Orville Fitch












Patrick Pinkson-Burke









Norman Pickering



Norman Pickering



Alice Hendrick






Maxfield Parrish by Lucy Bishop
























Cornish Master Plan Update



Planning Board

Davis and Symonds






Charles Platt






Daniel Poor



Bruce Posner












Haldimand Sumner Putnam



























CREA Barn, Quilting



CREA Barn



Marie
Stevens


















Sandy Redlands






Teenie Rock









Jack Rock, Teenie Rock





















Robert Gordon
Bob Gordon, Northcote



photographs taken 1899, 1901

Northcote, Robert Gordon; full-text in Cornish Historcal Articles Notebook, Vault






George Ruggles



Annetta St. Gaudens and Son, Paul St. Gaudens






Expansion, Saint-Gaudens Nationa Historic Site






Golden Bowl






GOLDEN BOWL

GOLDEN BOWL



War Memorial






War Memorial



Hannah Schad



District Schools









Central School



Central School



Central School
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Central School



Central School



Central School









Norman Chabot, Gym Shirley Chabot






Norman Chabot









Gym






Fish, Trout Tournament












Margaret Regan















Terrie Scott






Dharma Rose, John Scott, Terrie Scott



Senior Housing









Billy Sharff






Stefan Sharff















Jeff Plant, Christina Plant









Doug Miller, Betty Miller



South Cornish Economics Group



Spirit Day


















Jesse Stone
Marion Stone



Stonewalls















such as the type of neighborhood, can also apply i

But on top of that, the condition rating, based in large
part on the view, can dramatically drive up the assessed
value of the house lot.

Because the Wegners have a 395 percent condition rat-
ing, for example, the land that comprises what the town
considers to be a 5-acre house site is assessed at $113,000,
not including the value of their home itself.

By contrast, Salinger’s hilltop home has a 500 percent
condition rating, in large part because of the view, but
under current use he is considered to have a house site of
just 2.4 acres, not 5 acres as the Wegners and dozens of
other homeowners are assessed.

As a result, Salinger’s house site land valuation is
$120,600, not the $144,000 it would be if 5-acre zoning
were applied to the property, according to the calculations
by Wegner

With a $24 per $1,000 of valuation tax rate, being taxed
for a view on the smaller house site under current use saves
Salinger more than $560 a year in taxes.

Similarly, Burling saves some $120 a year on the tax for
his view of Mount Ascutney from his 171-acre farm,
thanks to his enrollment in the current use program. Burl-
ing’s house site is deemed to be 2.75 acres, not 5 acres as
town zoning might otherwise dictate . o
in that neighborhood. (The “condi-
tion” of Burling’s house site is rated
to be 150 percent.)

About 84 percent of the land in
Cornish — and 52 percent statewide
— is in current use, a 3l-year-old
program in New Hampshire that
provides tax breaks for farmland
and forestland to promote land con- :
servation. Vermont also has a current use program, though

the assessments and a

At Town Meeting last month, Wegner proposed that al
residential properties in Cornish should be able to use the
smaller house-site definitions already claimed by the 28(
homes in current use when it came to tax assessments.

But Selectboard Chairman Larry Dingee, who also ha
land in, current use, said Wegner’s proposal would require
a major zoning ordinance change and should go througt
the Planning Board first.

When Wegner asked that a committee at least discus:
her proposal, Burling, who is also the Town Moderator
called for a voice vote and deemed her request did not have
enough support to pass. 4

However, a show of hands determined, by a 32-27 vote
that Cornish residents do want the measure to be studied.
and the new committee is to hold its organizational meet
ing today.

Clearly, opinion is split on the matter.

Several supporters of the existing system noted that Cor-
nish cannot change the state current use program, which
by its very nature is designed to lower taxes on farm o
forestland.

Asked whether Wegner was raising a valid point, Bar-
bara Reid, an assistant commissioner at the Department of
Revenue Administration and the chairwoman of the Cur-
rent Use Board, replied, “No, I don’t think so, because the
current use program is a constitutionally sanctioned, alter-
native way of valuing property. The way we value land ir
current use is different.”

Because current use in New Hampshire generally
requires a parcel to have at least 10 acres of land, mandat-
ing that house sites in the program conform with local zon-
ing could disqualify some properties.

For example, a 12-acre property with a 5-acre house
site would no longer qualify for current use, Reid noted.

And Cornish Selectman Bill Gallagher, whose 49-acre
farm is in current use, said the view tax is simply magni-
fying New Hampshire’s heavy reliance on the property tax
to pay for schools and other services.

“Current use is a state law, and I guess when people
come to a rural town and buy property, the first thing they
should check on is the tax structure, and if they don’t do
that, then I can see where they might have a problem once
reality is obvious to them,” Gallagher said.

“I think (Wegner’s) energy would be better spent work-






~Loramly ine 1air market vaiu€ ol a nouse Siung 1 tne
middle of 20 acres of land in current use is worth far more
than the same house sitting in the middle of 20 acres open
to development,” Burling said.

Roberge, the Avitar executive, said home site values of
properties in current use can be higher than non-current
use parcels, but “you see it more in urban areas,” such as
when a home with 12 acres in current use is surrounded by
an otherwise crowded suburban neighborhood.

Most of the area around the Cornish Arts Colony, where
Burling, Wegner and Salinger live, is rural residential, 5-
acre zoning, though some parts of town have 2-acre or 1-
acre zoning, as well.

If New Hampshire lawmakers ultimately believe Weg-
ner may be raising a disparity that should be changed, they
could look no further than Vermont to see how it might be
addressed.

In Vermont, the house site is generally described as the
house and first 2 acres, regardless of whether a property is
enrolled in current use, according to several tax officials,
although some condition factors may apply to the residu-
al land.

Frank Ackerman, a Cornish resident since 1949 who
sells real estate and is not in the current use program, said
he believes it now benefits wealthy landowners more than
farmers and said he supports Wegner’s efforts to address
the discrepancy

“Now, basically, it seems as though folks are using it for
their estates,” Ackerman said of current use.

But changing anything about current use at the state
level is difficult, said New Hampshire Commissioner of
Agriculture Steve Taylor, a Meriden resident and member
of the Current Use Board.

“The current use lobby is one of the most potent, and
hardly recognized, lobbies,” said Taylor, who neted that
beneficiaries include institutional investors such as Dart-
mouth College and Lyme Timber Co. and thousands of
individual landowners.

“They are a potent lobby.”












Play, Cornish School Children, 1909



. CORNISH ROAD TOUR

v T

Beginning at the Cornish School turn east on Townhouse Road. Go a ve
short distance

* The Old Town Hall was built in 1840 as a church. Its parishoners
wanted to move to Vermont, and sold it to the town.

*The small white building to its right was Schoolhouse # 9.
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TRACY FARM HISTORY
By Stuart A. Hodgeman

The Tracy Farm/Homestead on Lang Road in Comish has been in the family for over 200 years. Captain
Andrew Tracy arrived in September of 1772 and the farm has been owned and operated by members of the
Tracy family since that time. It is good to know it will remain as an agricultural piece for the future generations.

Itis now occupied by my cousin Anne Tracy who has maintained the agricultural integrity of the farm
through the raising of sheep and goats and horses and even a donkey or two. She usually has a Border Collie at
her side and of course a few cats round out the farm inventory. Also in my memory are Grandfather William
Tracy and Uncle Lione! Tracy who raised crops, had cattle and horse and-ship; d milk by truck to Bellows
Falls Creamery.

The propeity includes a one room schoolhouse known as e Tracy School w ch was attended by
family members since the 1800’s. | attended school there from 1946 un ere | completed grades one
through seven. My memories of that time are the material for a storybook about a very nice life of a young
country boy in New Hampshire in the 40’s and 50°. The walk to school or sledding to school in winter was easy
going down hill for one mile from my home, but the trek back up hill took longer. Since | lived fairly close. !
was the young lad that went early in the moming to start the wood stove and sweep-up the classroom to prepare
for the new school day. My Uncle Lionel did those chores unti! I was old enough for the job. We had no water
supply so pails of water were carried up the hill from the Austin Farm which was owned by Floyd Rogers at the
time. Hot lunch was prepared by my grandmother Pear) Tracy, who lived just a quarter mile up the road on
another Tracy property. Students were chosen, two at a time, to get the “soup bucket™ and return promptly.
Lunch was usually salmon wiggle. homemade soup, or American chop suey with noodles and hamburger which
we ate with gusto along with what we had brought from home. The hot soups were especially popular in winter.
The hot buckets of soup were kept warm by sitting on top of the wood stove and served by the teacher. Students
brought their own bowls since there was no dishwashing facility at the school. Our drinking water was from a
ceramic crock that had a spigot. Our little paper cups were like small envelopes that you squeezed and they
opened into a small cup. The ceramic crock was filled daily from the water bucket carried from the Austin Farm
and this task was also the job of students. The Restroom facilities consisted of a green outhouse in the back of
the schoolhouse with one side for girls and another side for boys. The “‘green outhouse” remains there today.

Eva Bernard was my teacher during all of my school years at Tracy School. She was firm but fair and
expected her students to perform and they did. Students worked independently on a lesson while she was
working with another grade in a different subject area. She would be pleased at the many varied and successful
paths taken by her former students at Tracy School. My mother, Priscilla Tracy Hodgeman, would come and
play the piano during our music period for singing and such things as the Virginia Reel. and even act as the
substitute teacher on a few occasions. Tracy School was indeed a place of family and friends and neighbors as
well as a serious place for leamming. Many local families have stories to tell about their time at tiiis One-Room
Schoo! on Lang Road.

The Corish Central Schoo! opened in 1955 and the Tracy School was closed. Eva Bernard was one of
the eight elementary teachers at the new school and served as the principal there as well.

Anne Tracy's father, Steve Tracy, acquired the Tracy School and moved it some 200 feet up the hill to
its current location. His architectural skills were just what Tracy Schoo! needed at the time. He had a
foundation/basement put under it and remodeled it for residential use. [t is occupied today and the school bell
still functions as it did for many years at Tracy School.
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I the Spring of 1974, Steve Traey was ipstegmental e fogndinge the
t'urnish Histuriml Secwety amd becime ite Qirst presulent 11 s watte suaeh
sndness, that we ek Steve’s passing on banaary &, 1987

Stove was ansavul colteclor af Coraigh staciead memarabilie e contrie
toatend 1o the storical doctmentation of lowa peaperty. e wis the architee
tnral consultant for the Meetinghouse and desigaed the hstorical society s
ravin. e was a geeat source of inapiration susd informust ion and will hesorely
assell

From 220th Cornish Annual Report, year ending Dec 1986
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| The fascinations
of nature found

in Cornish forest

By RUTH ROLLINS
Contributing Writor

CORNISH — Naturnlisat Ned
Swanberg led n small group of
pooplo on n fnucinnting tour of
the Cornishh ‘Town Forest
reeently.

Swanbnrg, a Cornish resi-
dent and nutumilst from the
Vermant Inmtitaute of Nutural
Science, generounly donoted his
time for tho Wur identifying
numerous typee of wood and
amamental hrush

Many wore surpriscd when

on the tnws, which i8 scarring
done by squirrels when thoy nip
the bark for ita sweeot Luste.

In just n few hundred yords
of ambling ho pointed out and
discussed detuils of the lives of
fiddlehead ferns nnd discusscd
some intricate mutualistic
inter-relatianships of fungi and
other plants, and how fungi ls
cemented to the roota of trees
and nutrients are drawn from
it. He said fungi can cover acres
in the forest and weigh tons It
is one of the largest orgunisms

:’}? nhowed in a foreat. He
em a witch - also spoke of
hazel  Lush, He 8p0ke of”'e inter- the interwenv-

which they did
not think grew

>,
in this arva of red

trees,

Now Englund, mice and hobcats.

Another sur-

prise was whun Swanbarg told
them Goldenrod is not un aller-
gy-causing filant, and gets
blnmed (or allergios caused by
mgweed, which does cause
allergis,

Theoy leorned that it was nor-
mal for dead pine nccdlos to
shed, with the older onoe shed-
ding every three-four yoars, snd
thnt some white pine drop their
oeedles ovien sooner, showing
streasfulneas which is an indi-
cator of ozone dumage.

Spenking of Buass wond he
told them how casy I is to
curvo, Thoy nleo lurned thoy
could tell what u sugnr nurple
tree is hy asging tho pock tmarks

weaving lives of oak

ing lives of onk
trous, red
squlrrels, mice
and hobeats,

Ho told why
leaves turn colors in the fall,
the evidence of goolagical histo-
vy shown liy rocks and many
other illuminating nuggets of
knowledge—about—the naturnl
world.

Also during glacinl activity
thousands of years ago Mt
Ascutney, Sunapee and
Canrdigan mountains were what
wos described as “want-to-be
volcanoes,” and that our land
mass might have beon connect-
ed to Japnn at one tima.

Swanberg sald, “the forest s
really nice. It has wehi blazed
trails, and n map is being mado.
It shows a lot of work hna been
done.”

squirrels,

3

¢ o— 22 o/















12% Solution



OWNERSHIP HISTORY 12% SOLUTION

Norman A, Chabot William H. Talbert 11/2/66
Shirley V. Chabot Eva M. Talbert
Nooman A. Chabot Frederick J. Chabot 7761
Shirey V. Chabot Louis E. Chabot

| George W. Chabot

Madelyne 1.. Hamel

Norman A. Chabot Jeomie Chabot 717/61
Shirley V. Chabot
William H. Talbert William H. Talbert 1/22/54
Eva M. Talbert
Fred L. Chabot Royal Wallace 11/26/28 -
Jemmie Chabot Celia M. Wallace
William H. Talbert William H. Hicks 5327
(under the name of
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Wayne Nelson, Ethel Nelson
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